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LIN L nay be confidered in theſe lr 
ters at uriting bis own-memairs : Every 
epiſtle is a kind F hiſtorical ſketch; obere- 
in ave have à view of him in ſome firiking ata 
titude, either of active or contemplative life. 
And if That were bis real defign in ' their pub- 
lication, he cvuld not, it muſt be confeſs di have 
taten a more agreeable; nor; perhaps, a more 
modeſt method of tranſmitting himſelf to poſte- 
rity.” To enter therefore into a detail concern- 
ing bim, would be only anticipating the author. 
bimſelſ, and amufing the Reader with a copy, 
while the original flands before him. Nothing 
Seems requifite to be farther added to the piece, 
Than juft to mark the date. PlIix y was born 
in the reign of Nero, about the eight bun- 
wired and fifteenth year of Rome, and the 
 fixty-ſecont of the Chriſtian æra. As to the 
time ꝙ his death, antiquity hath given us n 
information: but it is conjectured that he died 
either a little before, or ſbon after that ex- 
cellent Prince, his admir'd TRA JAN; thats, - 
BB] . abeut 22 
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| about t he. ear of Cn RIST one bundted and : 
ſixteen. *. 5 f \ WS * 1 # 4 9 1 


*. 


It THE elegance of this authots/ manner 
e fores un bbs m inter bing, ar the ſane 
I time that it enlivens the moſt common ſubjettss 
| But the polite and ſpirited turn of. theſe Tutte. 
I | tors, is by no meuns their: principal. recom 
M8 mendarion: they receive à much higher. va- 
Ve, as rbey erbibit one of be mo amiable 
and ani mating characters in all antiquity. 
g Pr Ix v's obole life ſeems 40 babe been empleyed = 
1 in the exerciſe of every generous and ſucial af 
4 fettion. To forward. mudgſi merit, to encour 
rage ingenious talents, to uindicate oppreſs 74 
innocence, art ſonie ＋ the: \glorious purpoſes to 
which he devoted bis power, bis fortune, and 
bis'abilities...: But how. dees.-be: riſe in dur 
' . efteem and admiration, when we ſee him erer 
ching (with a grace that diſaouers bis humar 
nity gs well as his politeneſs) ebe \nobleſt acls 
both F public and private muniſicence, not 00 
much from the abundance of bis wealeh,, apa 
as of COIN Wd AVE vs aus 
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' The PREFACE. ll 
17. H AT a celebrated antient has ae 1 
concerning the ye of the. famous Grecian 
painter Timanthes, "is extremely e 
to that of PLIN x, intelligitur plus ſemper 
quam pingitur; hit meaning is generally. much. 
fuller than his expreſſion, This, as it beight= 
ens the difficulty of bis interpreter” 3 taſte; 
fort neceſſarily gives great feope to an 05. 
jector. But in Drawing after” theſe excel- 
ent maſters of . antiquity,” tbe "moſt ſucceſs ful OR 
are only, perhaps, the moſt excuſable; „ os thoſe 
who have the trueft taſte of their _ works, wi 
leaſt expect to ſee the Rrrength and Poirit of 
them fully preſerved i in 4 copy. This, how- 
ever, is not mentioned as clai ming indulgence | 
to any errors in the preſent attempt : On the 
Contrary, they are wi llingly. Teligned to Juſt 
correction. A true critic it 4 hn of. cen⸗ 
for in the republic of letters; ;. ' hd none 40, 
wiſh well to its intereſts, would defire. 70 Tit 
preſs or reſtrain his office. The. tranſlator... .at 
| leaſt, has received too nuch advantage in the 
courſe of this performanice, from the cenſures 
of ſome of the beſt critics in both languages, 
not to value that enlightning art, wherever it 
may be exerciſed with the ſame judicious and 
candid ſpirit, . Bn E 
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ACE: 17. I. 4. for not to only, read a3 nat . 


„J. 11. in not. for minds, read 


„ I. for law, read laws. 


11 13. for muſt, end 
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L 2r: for prieſts, reds the priefs, 3 An 


2, in not., for 40, read. 
ie Br 
115. J. 2. for is rough, read it is rough, 


332. J. 3. dele the firſt F. 


I 
1 k.'s 26. for theſe ſort, read 
206. J. 9. for full, read ſo full. 


I. 12. for as honor, read as an honor, 3 
read this ſort. 8 5 * 8 2 


226-1. at. for theſe, read this. 
217. I. 5, for theſe, read this. 


223. l. 27. after admitted, add me, | 


230. J. 17: after paz, add his. 
237, J. 1. in not. for theſe, read this. wa "inn o\ 8 a E. 


242. JI. 33. in not. for fell, read fall. | : 
297. I. 24. for as bimſelf, read as to himſelf, 1 
314. I. 19. for and ſo from, read and ſo far s 1 
316. J. 25. for not, read nor. 3 

324-1. 2. dele the r. 
220. * 2 oy for unconcerned, | 
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Ty 


for at, read Or. 


* tr unconcerned. 5 
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15. for Oriculum, read ben e 
39% 123, dels the mark of the partes A. 


WV DL ha d 
8 ; the theſe, 55 this. 


453: add nt the bottom bf the page 4 In r 
256: in not. after fubita, add et. in the 


877+ I. 6. dele other, | Nr 
479. 1. 13. for ſhoulsft; to to 
437+ J. 7. for colliſon, read colliſion. A 


497. In not. for i db bn, read ingenious. 


520.4. 2. for of, read with. * py Na 
537. in not. for er in hae, read ut in hae. Nene 


534 


I. 4. dele had. 
1. 17. after himſelf, dee the comma, 
422. 1. 5. for theſe, read this, 


641.1 


to, read of. 


I . for theſe, dend these. 


684. 1. 15. for erect, readenat, . 
684- 1. 1. in not. for the, read this 
9 2 a read this, | 
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(0) U, have frequently preſſed me to make a 
ſelecd collection of my Letters (if in truth 
7 which 1 a 
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agly done ſo 35 | 
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oper. 1 of time, for 1 was e 


1 1 * 
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but to wiſh that neither you may haye occaſion to 5 

repent of your, adyice, nor I of my compliance 5 1 
1 ſo, I may probably enquire after the all, which. 5 
at preſent lie neg] and reſerve thoſe I ſhall ._- 


 Hereafter write. Farewel. „„ _ 
Vor. I. 11 [P 
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LETTER . To Anranvs. 


Foreſce your journey. hither is likely to de de- 

layed, and therefore ſend you the ſpeech which 
Ipromiſed in my former letter, begging you would, 
as uſual, reviſe and correct it. I defire this the 
more earneſtly, as I was never, I think, animated 
with the ſame warmth of zeal in any of my former 
compoſitions; for I have endeavored to imitate 
your old favorite Demoſthenes, and Calvus who 
is lately become mine. When I ſay ſo, I mean 
only with reſpect to their manner; for to catch 
theit᷑ fublime ſpirit, is given alone to the inſpired 
few. My ſubject indeed ſeemed naturally to lead 
me to this (may I venture to call it?) emulation, 
as it was, in general, of ſuch a nature as demand- 
ed all the thunder of eloquence, even to a degree 
- ſufficient to have awakened (if in truth it is poſſible 
to awake) that indolence in which I have long re- 
' poſed. I have not however neglected the ſofter 
. graces of my favorite Tully, wherever I could 
with propriety ſtep out of my direct road to en- 
Joy a more flowery path: for it was warmth, 
not auſterity, at which 1 aimed. J would not 
have you imagine by this, that I am beſpeaking 
your favor: on the contrary, to induce you to 
exerciſe the utmoſt ſeverity of your criticiſm, I 
will confeſs, that neither my friends nor my ſelf 
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are nal to ate Nane of this piece, If * ; 
ſhould join with us in giving the ſame partial vote 
in its favor. The truth is, as I muſt publiſh 
ſomething, I wilh;; (and tis the wiſh, I confeſs; of 
indolence) it might be this performance rather than 
any othery merely becauſe it is already finiſhed. 


At all events however, ſomething I muſt publiſh, 
und for many reaſons; chiefly, becauſe the tracts 
which 1 have already ſent into the worid, though 


they have long ſince-loſt all their recommendation 
from novelty, are ſtill, I am told, in requeſt; if, 


after all, the Bookſellers do not flatter me. And 


let em, ſince by that innocent deceit I am aer 


ne to . aeg _ ſtudies, Farewel. 


* E T 7 z * 1: me Canmros Rete 


#5 


ayer Cas, that e ee of 


yours and mine? What becomes of the 


pleaſant Villa, the vernal Portico, the ſhady Plane- 
tree - walk, the cryſtal Canal ſo agreeably winding 
along its flowery banks, together with the charm- 
ing Lake below, that ſerves at once the purpoſes 
of uſe aud beauty? What have you to well me of 
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Tb cy where 1 and is now 
called Como, ſituated en een eee in 


the dutchy of Milan. | 

= . > args che banks chi vill 
brand, oo upon of which $ Was 
. | 


x: Sa; ata — "SF 
2 14+ Lear *S 
_ N * 1 * K 8 9 a 
- g 5 4 . 4245 > / ” 
i x! at; e < 
= F- 4 mY * * 7 
1 , 5 8 
2 4 a C 
* * ** 95 3 
4 - 7 as c 
: N . * F 
l 3 7 o 4 
2 8 1 
K. by 4 x 7 s Ia 
A 3 — , 
EY 
4 ao 
* - 8 
8 r „ 
, I, 75 
Fx aq T 
_* , l 2 
= x 
= 3 - 0 
4 7 8 
. 9 
0 1 
1 5 
„ 
} | 
- * 
ho 
: LY 25 
* 8 
l 3 
1 5 1 
: * * x 
# 2 2 
: ak " 
7 = 4 
11 J ; 
: i 
s 5 
„ 5 
. . | 1 
4 x 
C * 
* „ ＋ 7 8 
F 
V 7 F 
SS: i= ; - 1 
11 5 - 
** * * 
{ \ 
i * + 
; * 
o : 7 \ 2 
> 1 Ws + 
. G % \ 3 7 0 
K. „ 
1 
14 1 ” 
iQ 4 
j q 1 
- 
Pl 4 * 
* 
be 
og”. : 
149 
| 4 * 
7 3 
: 4 
2 — 
. | 
+ 4 . 
Ld - 
1 
6 ö 3 4 
3 5 
i 7 / : 
: . 
C 7 1 * 
1 » 
i | | 
; 
g ; $ 
4 XZ 
\ : 
7 1 
DL | 


| 
if 
it 
| 
| 
i 


"HY The LETTERS 


* . 
— 


„ 


| Book "8 
che firm yet ſoft © Geſtatio, the 3 Bath, the 


public Saloon, the private Dining · room, and all the 
elegant apartments for repoſe both at! noon and 
night? Do theſe enjoy my friend, and divide his 
time with pleaſing viciſſitude ? Or do the affairs of 
the world, as uſual, call you frequently out from 


thĩs agreeable retreat? If the ſcene of your enjoy- 
ments lies wholly there, you are happy: if not, 


you are under the common error of mankind; But 


leave, my friend, (for certainly it is high time) the 
ſordid purſuits of life to others, and devote your- 


5 


ſelf, in this calm and undiſturbed receſs, ' entirely | 


to pleaſures of the ſtudious kind. Let theſe em- 
ploy your idle as well as ſerious hours 3 let them 
be at once your buſineſs and your amuſement, che 


fubjects of your waking and even ſleeping thoughts: 


Produce ſomething that ſhall be really and for ever 
your own. All your other poſſeſſions will paſs on 


from one maſter to another: ibis alone, when. once 


it is yours, will for ever be ſo. As I well know 
the temper and genius of him to whom I am ad- 
dreſſing myſelf, I muſt exhort you to think as well 
of your abilities as they deſerve ? do juſtice to thoſe 
excellent talents you poſſeſs, and the world, . 
me, will rc 90 too. Farewel. 


LET 


a c Kale gate api hr aids of exercfe er- 
ther on horſe· back, or in their vehicles; it was gen 7 conth- 

| | guous to their gardens, and laid out in the form of a Circus. 
It was cuſtomary among the Romans to ſleep in the middle 


of the day, and they had apartments for that —— 
from a N 
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pr ETTE R I. 75 Ponthnih cr. 


* 0 might perceive by my laſt ſuort Eren! 
had no occcaſion of yours to inform me of 
. conveniencies you enjoy at your ſeveral 
villas. The elegant accommodations which are to 
de found at⸗Narnia; Oericulum, „e Carſola, Peruſia, 
| ,. particularly the pretty bath at Narnia, Fat ex: 
= tremely well acquainted with. The truth is, I have 
a property in every thing which belongs to y0¹t 
and I know of no other difference between your houle - 
and my own, than that I am more carefully at- 
tended in the former than the latter. Tou may, 
perhaps, have occaſion! to make the ſame obſerva- 
tion in your turn, whenever you ſhall give me. 
your company here; which I wiſh for, not only 
that you may partake of mine with the ſame” eaſe 
and freedom that I do of yours, but to awaken the 
induſtry of my domeſtics, who are grown ſome- 
thing eareleſs in their attendance upon me. Aloog | 
courſe of mild treatment is apt to wear out the 
impreſſions of awe in ſervants z whereas new faces 
quicken their diligence, as they are generally more 
inclined to pleaſe their maſter by attention to his- b 
gueſt, than to bimſelf. Farewel. _—_— 
A 3 IL E r. 


2 called Narni, 2 city in Ombris, in ane 
9 

b- Otricoli, in the ſame dutchy, 
_ Catſola, in the ſame dutchy, 
. W in wha of 
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L E 7 E R V. Ta Vocantus Rowanus, 


1D you ever ſee a more abject and mean- 
L ſpirited creature than Regulus has appeared 
fince the death of Domitian, during whoſe reign 
his conduct was no leſs infamous, tho* more con- 
cealed than under Nero's? He has lately ex: 
preſſed ſome apprehenſions of my reſentment : as 
indeed he has reaſon ; for I look upon him with 
the utmoſt indignation. He not only promoted 
the Proſecution againſt Ruſticus Arulenus, but 
exulted in his death; inſomuch that he actually 
recited and publiſhed a libel upon his memory, 
wherein he ſtiles him, the Stoics ape: adding, 
that? met way: Gs PFs the wound he re- 
. i 4h 6c ceived 5 


The Nee of this co in the original ſeems to 
he i in the word /igmeſum, which Regulus, probably, either 
coin'd thro' affectation, or . uſed thro' ignorance. - It is a 

- word at leaſt which does not occur in any author of authority ; ; 
the tranſlator has endeavored therefore to. preſerve the ſame 

ſort of impropriety, by uſing an expreſſion of "Als like unwar- 
ranted ſtamp.” 

It is obſervable how careful the Romans were of deafervia 
the purity of their language. It ſeems even to have been 2 
5 int which they thought worthy the attention of the ſtate 

tlelf; for we find the Cumeans not daring to make uſe of 
the Latin language in their public acts, without having firſt 
obtained leave 71 form And Tiberius himſelf would not 
hazard the word monopoliuin, i in the ſenate, without making an 
excuſe for employ ying a foreign term ||. Seneca gives it as a cer- 
tain maxim, that wherever a general falſe taſte in ſtile and ex- 
preſſion prevails, it is an infallible ſign gf a corruption of man- 

| 2 in that people: a liberty of introducing obſolete words, or 
rming new ones, is a mark, he thinks, of an equal licentiouſ- 


bel of the moral kind +. Accorgipgly it is obſerved, 4 there is 


ſcar 
$ Liv, 1, 4946. 42, [| Sue, in Tib, f. 72, f Ep, 1% t Senat for 980 


5 e * 5 e ate 
Book 3 of Þ P L I N. " 

& received i in the cauſe of Vieelliug: 25 » ſuch is the 
ſtrain of his noble eloquence ! He fell ſo furiouſly 
upon the character of Herennius Senecio, who was 
capitally convicted upon the information of Metius 
Carus, that the latter ſaid to him one day, Pray 
wha! buſineſs have you with my dead men? Did 1 
ever interfere in the affair of Craſſus, or Camerinus? 
Theſe, you know, were victims to Regulus in Nero's 
time. For theſe reaſons, he imagines I am highly 
exaſperated, and therefore when he recited his laſt 
piece, did not give me an invitation. Beſides, he 
has not forgot, it ſeems, the dangerons ſnare he once 
laid for me, when he and I were pleading before 

the * Centumviri. Ruſticus had deſired me to 
be counſel for Arionilla, T imon's wife: Regulus 
was engaged againſt her. In the courſe of my 
defence I ſtrongly inſiſted upon a decree which had 
oy formerly made by the yorthy N at 


ſcarce more than eight or ten inſtances of new words can be 
produced from the ma approved Roman writers, in the courſe 
of two or three centuries. It is oflible howcyer, a delicacy of 
this ſort may be carried too far; and in fact we find ſome 
of their peſt writers complaining of the paverty of their lan- 
guage +; notwithſtanding 'Tully has N to aſſert it was 
more copious than the Greek 1. 
dA ſelect body of men who formed a court of judicature 
called the Centumviral court. Their jariſdiction extended 
chiefly, if not entirely, to queſtions concerning wills and inteſtates 
eſtates ; for tho. Tully in his firſt Book de Oratore, enumerates 
other points which came in queſtion before them, yet Pitifcus * 
is of opinion (and with great probability) that in latter times 
their buſineſs was ſingly confin'd to the caſes firſt mentioned, 
Their number, as appears hy our author, amounted to 180. 


2 25 x; ju Rn, 8. 3. Plin, Ep, 13. 1. * t De Tinh, 1. ſid 
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The LETTERS Book I. 


chat time baniſhed by Domitian. Mow" you ſhall 
ſee Regulus i in his true colours : * Pray, fays he, 
* what are your ſentiments of Modeſtus Xo | 
will cafily judge how extremely hazardous it 
would have been to have anſwered in his Prey 
and how infamous if 1 had done otherwiſe, But 
' ſome guardian power, I am perſuaded, albſted 
me in this emergency. I would tell you my 
* K ſaid I, if PR were a matter for the 
© conſideration of the Centumviri. Still he repeat · 
ed his Queſtion. I replied, < It was not cuſtom- 
& ary. to examine witnefles ta the character of. 8 
&« man after ſentence had paſſed. upon him.“ I 
preſſed. me a third time: I. do war. 1 
ſaid he, what you think of Modeſtus in. general, 
T only off your opinion. of bis Loyalty.” Since , 
you will have my ſentiments then, I returned, 
T1 think it illegal even 10 aſk 4 queſtion con- 
cerning 4 perſon who. ſtands convicted. This | 
filenced him; ; and I was univerſally app "8 
and congratulated, that without wounding my — * ; 
racter by an advantageous, perhaps, tho? ungene- 
rous anſwer, I had not entangled myſelf in ſo inſi- 
dious a ſnare. Regulus, conſcious of this unwor- 
thy treatment, has ſolicited Ceacilius: Celer, and 
Fabius Juſtus, to uſe their intereſt to bring about 
a reconciliation between us. And leſt this ſhould 
* not be ſufficient, he has applied alſo to Spurinna 
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inv. 
for the ſame e Ports came in the” 
tnbleſt manner (for he is the moſt abject crea- 
ture living, Where he has any thing to fear) ant 


5 intreated him to call upon me very early the next 


morning,” and endeavor by any means to ſoften | 
my reſentment; 0 for, ſays he, 1 can no longer 8 
« ſupport myſelf under this anxiery of mind. ak 
Accordingly 1 was awakened the. following daß 
with a meſſage from Spurinna, informing me that 
he would wait upon me. I fent word back, L- ; 
would call upon him; however, both of us ſetting 8 

2 to pays tllis viſit, we met under Livia's Porti- | 
co. He acquainted me with the commiſſion he 
15 received from Regulus, and interceded for 2 

him, as became ſo worthy a man in behalf of one 
of avery different character, without greatly preffing 
the thing.” 1 ouglit not, 1 told him, to conceal 
the true ſtate of the caſe from him, and after I 
had informed him of that, T would leave it to him- 
ſelf to conſider what anſwer was proper for me to 
| return. cannot poſitively, ſaid J, determine a any 
* thing till Mauricus * (who was then in exile) hall 
return: by whoſe ſentiments I think myſelf. obli- 
goed td be entirely guided 'in this affair.” A few 
days afterwards Regulus met me as 1 was attend- 
ng Tory 5 e 00 calling me alide, fag, he 


— 7 
7 a | | was: 
I. f Pp ; *. > E % N 4 1 A 


+ 1 + = g* 
&5 : * 4 #: pl 38 4 > £3 20 ws 9 


0 Brother to e Wee _ had bens put to death | 
bpon'the information of this Regulus, 


* 
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was aid I deeply. reſented an expreſſion he had 


once made uſe of in his reply to me and Satrius | 
Rufus, befare the Centumviri, to this N 4 


and 10 p the kn, of aur age. Fe an- 
ſwered, that now indeed perceived he ſpoke i it with 
a ſneer, ſince he own'd he meant it ſa; otherwiſe. 
it might have paſſed for a compliment. I way 
free to own, I ſaid, that I endeavored to imitate 
Cicero, and was by no means contented with taki | 
my. example from modern eloquence; forl looked 
upon it as a very abſurd thing not to copy the beſt 
models of every kind. But, how happens it, 
continued 3 that you who remember ſo well 
40 _ what paſſed upon this occaſion, ſhould have for- 
6 got that other, when you puſhed me ſo ſtrongly. 
6c concerning theloyalty of Modeſtus ?”*Confound- 
ed with this unexpected queſtion, pale as he always 
is, he turned ſtill more remarkably ſo, After a good 
deal of heſitation, he ſaid, it was not me at whom 
he aimed; it was only Modeſtus, Obſerve now, I 
beſeech you, the implacable ſpirit of this fellow, 
who was not aſhamed thus to confeſs himſelf Capa- 
ble of inſulting the unfortunate. But the reaſon he 
gave in juſtification of this infamous proceeding, is 
pleaſant. He had wrote, faid he, in a letter 
* which was read to Domitian, that I was the moſt 
tt execrable of all ſcoundrels:” and what Modeſtus 


9 - 
: 1 | | : "'Y a, * 
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Rabel 2 fEPENNT..:. 
aid, was the truth beyond all manner of controverſy, 
Here, I think, I broke off the converſation, being 
deſirous to reſerye to myſelf the liberty of acting as 
I ſhoyld ſee proper when Mauricus returns, It ig : 
no caſy matter, I well know, to deſtroy Regulus 
he is rich, and at the head of a party; there are 
many with whom he has * credit, and more that 


4 There ſeems to have been a caſt of uncommon blackneſs 
in the character of chis Regulus; otherwiſe the benevolent 
Pliny would ſcarce have ſingled him out, as he has in this and 
ſome following Letters, for the object of his warmeſt con- 
Park and indignation. Vet infamous as he appears to have 
been, he was not, it ſeems, without his flatterers and admirers; 
and a cotemporary poet frequently repreſents him as one 

the moſt finiſhed charaQters of the age, both in eloquence and 
virtue ; particularly in the following Epigram occaſioned by big. 
eſcape from an imminent danger, | e 


ur ad Herculei gelidas qua Tiburis arc, 
Canague ſu eu Albula fumat aguis; 4 
Rara nemuſque [a vera Mu 


| crum, dileFaque jugera Muſic, 
Signat wicina quartus ab urbe lapi: 
Hic rudis e&ftivas praflabat Porticus umbras; 
Hen quam pane nouum Porticus auſa nefas ! - 
Nam ſubits collapſa ruit, cum mole ſub illa — 
 __ Geſtatus bijugisRegulus efſet equi. © 
Miminum timuit noftras fortuna querelas,  _. _. — 
23 par tam magne non erat invidie,  _ 
TY Nanc &I damma juvant ; ſant ipſa Arie tan, 
Sͤtantia non poterant tecfa probare Deo. * 
Where leads the way to Tybur's cooling tow'rs, 
And ſnow-white Albula ſulphurepys ponts, 
A villa ſtands, from Rome a little ſpace; _ + 
And ev'ry muſe delights to haunt the place. _ 
Nere once a Portic lent her grateful hade; 


Alas'! hoi near to impious guilt betre) d 


a 


the mean _—_ I LEN 1 owed * account to 


* 
„ 


ate afraid of him: eee | 


prevail even beyond Friendſhip itſelf. But after 
all, ties of this ſort are not ſo ſtrong, but they 
may be looſened ; and the popularity of a bad 


man is no more to be depended upon chan he is 


himſelf. However (to repeat it again) 1 ſhall 
do nothing in this affair till Mauricus returns. 
He is a man of ſound judgment and great ſagacity, 
formed upon a long courſe of experience, and who 
from his obſctvations of the paſt, well knows 


how to judge of the future. I ſhall conſult with 
him, and think myſelf juſtified either in purſuing 


or dropping this affair, as he ſhall adviſe.” In 


Sudden it fell ; . time the 1 convey | 
Safe from her nodding walls great Regulus away. 
To cruſh that head not even Fortune dar'd, 
And the world's general indignation fear C. 
Bleſt be the ruin, be the danger bleſt! _ 
The fanding pile had ne 'er the Gods confeſt. 


| But poets, eſpecially nevdy ones,” "ſuch as we know Martial 
was, are not generally the molt faithful painters in this way ; and 
of the two copies of Regulus now before us, there can be no 
doubt which moſt refembled the original. If antiquity had de- 


livered down to us more of theſe drawings of the ſame perſon - - 
by different hands, the truth of characters might be eaſier aſ- 


certained, and many of thoſe which we now view with high 
rapture, - would greatly fink, perhaps, in our . v ; as 
we muſt have conceived a very favorable idea of Regulus, if 
we had never ſeen his picture but from Martial's penc Aon 
Horace himſelf we fin find gi giving a very different air to his ® Lol- 
lius from that in which he is repreſented by + Paterculus, | 


& 5 5 Lib, 4. 0d. 9. + Lib, 2. 102. 
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: Bel you will hag (and lng you may) 2 
E when I tell you that your old acquaintance is 8 
turned ſportſman, and has taken three noble boars. 
What! (methinksI hear you ſay with aſtoniſmment )) 
Pliny! Even be. However I indulged at the fame _ 
time my beloved inactivity, and whilſt I ſat at my ." 
nets, you would have found me, not with myſpear, | 
but my pen by my fide. I muſed and wrote, be- 7 
ing reſolved if I returned with my hands empty, . 
at leaſt to come home with my papers full. Be- 
lieve me, this manner of ſtudying is not to be de- 4 
ſpiſed: you cannot conceive how greatly exerciſe .Y 
contributes to enliven the imagination. There is *' 
befides, ſomething. in the ſolemnity of the ven- 
| Table woods with which one is furrounded, toge-. 8 
; ther with that awful * n which i is obſerved on 0 3 |: 
2 > Dyicke eee here mentioned, Ane 5 
by the whole air of this letter, it is plain the hunting here re- 
commended was of a very different kind from what is praftiſed  * 
| amongſt us. It is probable the wild boars were allured into | 
their nets hy ſome kind of prey, with which they were 


baited, while the ſportſman watched at a diſtance in 
filence and concealnent. Something at leaſt of this manner ia 


here plainly ved, and ly neceſſary to be hinted to the 
Boglilh 


F 


og um e in order to tis concelring the proprie 


| * Iliad, xvi. ver. 250. _ 
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Theſe 6tcaſlons, that ſtrongly indlines the mind to 


93 meditation. For the future therefore let me adviſe 

© you, whenever you hunt; tv take along with you 

your pen and paper, as well as your baſket and 

bottle: for be aſſured you will find Minerva as 
fond of traverüng the hills as Diana. F arewel. 


L ET 7 E R VII. 7 0 Ocrayivs Rurus. 


RE to'what an ee ſtation you have ad. 
vanced me l You have even inveſted me with 


a a ſovereignty equal to that which * attributes 
0 his * _ 71 


n aa 5 rer throne Joe beard bit - 
er,, ; 
INN be aint, and ſeater you in air. 
Tl 


of 
Pliny s ſentiment, which otherwiſe maſt £ eem abſurd. 25 
perhaps was their uſual method of hunting in ſummer; as drivi 
theſe animals into toils by the aſſiſtance of RE * mention - 


by Horace as a winter exerciſe ER, 


a Cum tonantis annus bibernus Fovis 
Imbres niveſque comparat, 
dT radit acres hinc & hint multa cane 


Aprot in o:flantes tlagas. Erov. ii. 


e appear, : 
And wint'ry Jove loud thunders oer the year, 
With hounds he drives into the toils | 


Mr. ate 


The foaming boar. 
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hah. e of Fee: 


*Tis thus with à nod of a frown, I may crank * 3 
reject your petition as I ſee proper. To be ene 4 i 2 
as I am at liberty, I think, to excuſe myſelf to 
the ® Bztici, eſpecially at your requeſt, from belts 
counſel for them againſt a fingle perſon; ſo on 
the other hand, to oppoſe a whole province which 45 
1 have long ſince attached to me by many good | 
offices, and ſpared no pains to oblige even ar the 
hazard of my own intereſt, would be acting in- 
conſiſtently with my honor, and that uniformity 
of conduct which Iknow you admire. I ſhall ſteer 
therefore in this affair a middle courſe, and of the 
alternative which you propoſe to me, chooſe that 
which will ſatisfy your judgment, as well as your 

| inclination. For I do not look upon myſelf obli- 
ged to conſider ſo much what you at preſent 
deſire, as what a man of your worthy character 

f will always approve. I hope to be at Rome about 

the 1 5th of October, when we will j join our united 
credit with Gallus in convincing him of the rea - 

ſonableneſs of my offer. In the mean while you 


may aſſure him of my good W 42 towards ; ” 
him: | N | 1 


——— the fire of nen and gods, 
With Hades SHR — compliance nous wo 

e | For 
b The people of Bætica, a part of Spain cn 


- Andaluſia and Granada. 4 
_ © Iliad... 528, N | | | 4 
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F or why ſhould 1 not continue to quote Homer's 


Book l. 


verſes, ſince you. will not put it in my power to 
quote any of yours? which yet I ſo. paſſionately | 


x * 


the good people of Bætica. 


and morells. „ arewel. 
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F Oching could be more 8 than the 
1 letter which I received from you, wherein 
you deſire me to communicate to you ſome of my 
compoſitions : I was at that very time deſigning to 
ſend you one. Your requeſt therefore has for- 
 warded my intentions, and freed me from every 
thing that I had to apprehend. either from your re- 
fuſal of this trouble, or my ſeruples to give it you. 
Without heſitation then I make uſe of your offer; 
as you muſt now take the conſequence of it with- 
But you muſt not expect from a 
man of my indolence any thing new. On che con- 
trary, ! am going to intreat you to reviſe again the 


ſpeech I made to my N = when Idedi- 


out reluctance. 


45 


Wiſp for, that 1 queſtion whether I could withſtand 

Y loch a bribe, even to plead you my old clients 
-I had almoſt 
forgot 1 to mention (what however i is of too much 
| importance to, be omitted) that I have received 

the excellent dates you ſent me. 
to prove very powerful rivals to m * favorite. Ap 


They are likely | 


OI Fa op: 


o 1 N 


F . > | 


1 


TY. 


fr 1 8 . 


ö 


cated the puh dithary: which © founded-(br this. 


uſe You have Already, I' remember, obliged 


me with ſome general obſervations upon this 
piece: but I now beg of you, not only to take a 
view of it in the whole, but diſtinctly to criticiſe 


it,” With your uſual exactneſs, in all its parts. 
When you have corrected it, I ſhall ſtill be ar li- 
berty either to publiſh or ſuppreſs it. The delay 
in the mean time will be attended with one of theſe 
advantages, t that While we are deliberating whes 
ther it is fit for the public view, a frequent reviſal 
hog either make it fo, or convince" me that it is 

Tho' indeed the principal difficulty with 
= concerning the publication of this harangue; | 
does not ariſe ſo much from the compoſition? it 
ſelf,” as from the ſubject, which has ſomething in 
it, 1 fear, that will look like oſtentation. For tho? 


the flile be ever ſo plain and unornamented, yet 


as the occaſion neteſſarily led me to touch not only 
upon the munificence of my anceſtors, but myown; 
my modeſty will be greatly embarraffed? A dange⸗ 


rous and ſlippery fituation this, even when one is 


led into it by the plea of neceffity ! For if mankinũ 
are not very favorable to panegytic, even whica 
given us 57 others,” how much more difficult is it 
to reconcile them to it when ! it is 4 tributs whit 


we pay to ourſelves? 1 . tho! e of all 
Vor. 33 | WO, ex- 


— 


4 

3 
= 
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exter nal advantages is generally the object of en- 
vy, but particularly ſo, when glory is her atten- 
dant ; and the world is never ſo little diſpoſed to 
wreſt and pervert your honeſt acticns, — 4 
they paſs: unobſerved and unapplauded. 


theſe reaſons I frequently aſk my ſelf, pon 1 | 
ſhould have compoſed this harangue, ſuch as it is, 


merely. for my own private uſe, or with a view 
alſo to the public? I am ſenſible, what may be 
exceedingly uſeful and proper in the proſecution of 
any affair, may loſe all its grace and fitneſs the mo- 
ment the thing is completed: for inſtance, in 


'the.caſe before us, nothing could be more to my 4 
purpoſe than to explain at large the motives of my 


een bounty 4 for by this means I accuſtomed 
my mind to generous ſentiments 3 grew. more en- 
amor d of the lovely forms. by frequent attention = 
to them, and guarded at the ſame. tinfe againſt 
that repentance. which uſually attends a haſty exe- 
cution of liberalities not well conſider d. There 
aroſe alſo a farther advantage from this method, as 


it fixed in me a certain habitual contempt of mo: 
ney. For while mankind ſeem. to be univerſally 


governed by an innate diſpoſition to accumulate 
wealth, the cultivation of a more generous affecti- 
on in my own breaſt taught me to free my felf 


from the r of fo eee a principle, and 


5 | . 1 thought 


FE | 


_ * I 
. \ 32 
1 1 W 3 
* N "I * * 


meritorious, as they ſhould/appear to proceed, not 

| from a ſudden ſtart of temper, but from the dictates 
of egol and deliberate refleQtion. I eonſidered, be- 
| Hdeby' the nature of my deſign; I was not engag· 
ing ing ſelf to eſtabliſh, public games, but a fund 
for chę ſupport of | ingenious youths/ The plea- 
ſures of the ſenſes are ſo far from wanting the ora- 
roricalares to recommend them, that we ſtand in 
need of all che powers of eloquence, to moderate 
and reſtrain their influence. But to prevall with 
thoſe h are capable of the office, to undertake 
with cheerfulneſs the difagreeable buſinefs of edu? 
cation, it is neceſſary to apply, in the moſt artfut | 
manner, not only to their intereſt, but their paſſi- 
ons And if Phyſicians find it expedient to uſe the 
moſt infinuating addrefs in recommending to their 
patients a wholeſome, tho? perhaps, unpleaſant re- 
gimen ; how much more occafiori had He to ex- 


u to a moſt uſeful, the not very Popular bene 
faction: particularly; as my aim was to recom- 
mend an eſtabliſhment ealculated fingly for che 
benefit of : thoſe 'who were patents, to fuch as 


would Really wait for and endeavor to deſerve 


Bubi 23 of PLIN. 5 
I thought: my boneſt intentions A810 be che more 


ert all the powers of perſuaſion, who out of — 
Wt the public welfare, was endeavoritig'to reconcite 


were not ſo; and to 'perfuade the mam that they. 


B 2 . an 


* 
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partake. But as at that time, when I attempted 
to explain and inforce the deſign and benefit of my 
inſtitution, I conſidered more the general good of 
my country: men, than any reputation which might 
ariſe to myſelf ſo I am apprehenſive if I publiſh 
that piece, it will. ſeem as if I had a view rather 5 
to my oun character, than the benefit of others. 
Iam very ſenſible how much nobler it is to place 
the reward of virtue in the ſilent approbation of 
one's own breaſt, than in the applauſe of the world. 
Glory ought to be the conſequence, not the motive 
of our actions; and thoꝰ fame ſhould ſometimes 
5 happen not to attend the worthy deed, yet is ĩt by 8 
no means the leſs amiable for having miſſed the ap- 
plauſe it deſerved. But the world is apt to ſuſpect 
that thoſe, who, celebrate. their on generous. acts, 
do. not extol them becauſe they performed them, 
but performed 1 them that they might have the: Plea- 
ſure of extolling them. Thus the ſplendor of an 
ation which. would have ſhone out in full-luſtee if 
related by another,. vaniſhes: and dies away when 
it becomes the ſubject of your own applauſe. Such 
is the diſpoſition of mankind, if they cannot blaſt 
the action, they will cenſure the vanity; and wWhe- 
ther you do what does not deſerve to be taken no- 
5 tice of, or take notice yourſelf of what e either 
way 


4 
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way you incur reproach. In my own caſe there is 
a peculiar circumſtance that weighs with me: : This 
- ſpeech was pronounced not before the people, hut 
the *'Decurii ; not in the Forum, but the Senate; 
I doubt therefore it will appear inconſiſtent that I, 
ho when 1 delivered it, ſeemed to endeavor to 
avoid popular applauſe, ſhould now, by publiſhing 
this performance, appear to court the approbation 
of the world: that I, who was. ſo ſcrupulous as not 
to admit even thoſe; perſons to be preſent when 1 


pronounced this diſcourſe, who were intereſted in 
my benefaction, leſt it might be ſuſpected .I' was 
actuated in this affair by any ambitious views, 


ſhould now ſeem to ſolicit admiration; by forward- 


ly diſplaying it to ſuch as have no other concern in 


my munificence than the benefit of example. Theſe 
are the ſcruples which have occaſioned my delay- 
ing to give this piece to the public; but 1 ſubmic 
them entirely to your judgment, which I ſhall ever 
ltdem as a ſufficient ae re Oy OT 
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17 HEN ons conſiders how the time paſſes at 
VVV - Rome, one cannot hut he ſurpriaetds that 
"da ſingle day; and it either is, nb 
' -ſeemsto be ſpent. reaſonably enough and yet upon 
caſting up che whole ſum the amount will ippear © | 
quite otherwiſe.” Aſk any one how ke has; been 
employed to day? he will tell you, perhaps, 1 
have been at the ceremony af taking ip e 
:# | manly* robe; this friend invited me to à wedding, 
e that deſired ane to attend the hearing of his cauſe; 
% one begged me to be witness ta his wülbz ano 
ther called me toa conſultation. Theſe are ones 
which ſeem, while one is engaged in them extreme 
Iy neceſſary ; and yet, Ihen in the igt of ſome 
retirement, we look back upon che many bourb thus 
employed, we cannot but condemn theny as folemi 
impertinences. At ſuch a ſeaſon one is amt to re- 
flect, Hom much of my life bas bety n in arifles 4 
At leaſt it is a reflection which frequently comes 
acroſs me at Laurentum, after I have been employ- 
ing my ſelf in my ſtudies, or even in the neceſſary 
care of the animal * ; 2 the body muſt be 
1 | n repaired 


£2 
1 


2 The 3 * at FED age of ſeventeen changed their 
habit and took up the Toga wirilis, or Manly pwn, upon 
Which occaſion. they were conducted by the friends of che 1 


mily with great ceremony either into the Forum or. C 
nf there inveſted with {his new robe. (Rt 
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repaired and ſupported, if we-would ere the 
mind in all its vigor. ) In that peaceful retreat, I 


| aither hear not ſpeak any ting of which I have 


occaſion to repent. ] ſuffer none to repeat to me 
the whiſpers of malice; nor do cenſure any man, 
unleſs myſelf, when am diſſatisfied with my eom- 
poſitions. There I live undiſtutbed by rumor, and 
free from the anxious ſolicitudes of hope or fear,” 
converſing only with myſell and my books. True 
and genuine life! pleaſing and honorable repoſe? | 
More, perhaps, to be deſired than the nobleſt em- 
ployments! Thou felem ſea ant! bHtary ſhore, 
beſt and moſt retired ſbene for contemplation, with 
how many noble thoughts have you inſpired mer 
Snatch then, my friend, as T have, the "firſt oc. 
ſion of leaving the hoiſy town with all irs very emp- 
ry purſuits, and'devote your days to ſtudy, or e- 
ven reſign them to eaſe: for as my ingenious friend 
Attilius pleaſantly ſa, It is better to do big, 
4 than to be dring of nothing: a Farewel. 
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| polite lteracure flouriſhed 4 at Rome, it 
certainly does now, of which I could 5 give you 
mary eminent inſtances: I will content my ſelf 
however with naming only Euphrates the Philoſo- 
55 . 1 e made acq tance Wien this excellent. 
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perſon in my youth, when I'ſerved-in che army in 
Syria. I had an opportunity of converſing with 
him familiarly, and too ſame pains to gain his af 
ſection: tho? that indeed was nothing difficult, for | 

he is exceeding open to acceſs, and full of that 
humanity which he profeſſes. I ſnhould think my 
ſelf extremely happy if I had as much anſwered the 


he exceeds every thing I had ĩmagined of him. 
But perhaps J admire his excelleneies more nam. 
than I did then, becauſe I underſtand them better; 
if I can with truth ſay I underſtand them yet. For 
as. none but thoſe who are {kill'd.in. Painting, Sta- 
tary, or the plaſtic art, can form a xight judg- 
ment of any performance in thoſe ſciences; ſo a 
man muſt himſelf haye made greatadvances in learn : 
2 before he.i is babe of forming. a . notion 


to ten {ores is , poſſeſſed * & many 
ſhining talents, that he cannot fail to ſtrike the moſi 
injudicious obſerver. He reaſons with much force, 


penetration and elegance, and frequently launches 


out into all the ſublime and luxuriant eloquence | 
Plato. His ſtile i is rich and flowing, and at the ſam 


time ſo \ wonderfully ſweet, that with 2 pleaſing vio- 
lence he forces the attention n of the. moſt vnwilling 
hearer. His outward appearance i is agreeable to all 
the reſt: he has a ele a _— aſpect, long 


2 hairy 


# 
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hair, and a large white beard: circumſtances which, 
tho they may probably be thought trifling and ac 
cidental; contribute however to gain him much re- 
verence. There is no affected negligence in his ha- 
bit; hit countenanes is grave, but not auſteteʒ and 
awe... Diſtinguiſhed as he is by the ſanctity of his 
manners, he is no leſs ſo by his polite and affable 
addreſs: He points his eloquence againſt the vices, 
not the perſons of mankind, and vithout chaſtiſing 
reclaims the wanderer. His exhortations ſo capti - 
vate your attention, that you hang as. it were upon 
his lips 3 and even after the heart is convinꝰ d, the 
ear ſtill wiſhes to liſten to the harmonious reaſoner. 
His family conſiſts of three children (two of Which 
are ſons) whom he educates with the utmoſt care. 
His father-in-law Pompeius Julianus, as he greatly 
diſtinguiſhed: himſelf in every other part of his life, 
ſo particularly in this, that tho) he was himſelf of 


the higheſt rank in his province, yet among many. 
conſiderable competitors for his daughter, he pres 


ferred Euphrates as firſt in merit, tho: not in dig | 
nity. But ta dwell any longer upon the virtues of a 
man, whoſe converſation I am ſo unfortunate as not 

to have leiſure to enjoy, what would it avail but to 
encreaſe my uneaſineſs that I cannot enjoy it? My | 
time is wholly taken vp in the execution of a very 

bgnorable, indeed, but very troubleſome employ- 
oh ALL 3.4 | ment * 
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alas l where genius has no ſhare, I ſometimes 


for that) of theſe unpleaſing occupations. He en · 


tending to his uſeful converſation even hisrhetoric 


leiſure, the next time you come to Rome (and you 


from which I have the misfortune to be excluded. 


ment; in Ae cauſes, anſwering petitions, 
paſſing accounts, and writing of letters; but letters, 


complain to Euphrates (for I have leiſure at leaſt 


dea vors to comfort me, een that to be en · 
gaged in the ſervice of the public, to hear and de- 
termine cauſes, to explain the laws, and adminiſter 

juſtice, is a part, and the nobleſt part too, of Phi- 
loſophy, as it is reducing to practice what her pro- 
feſſors teach in ſpeculation. It may be ſo: but 
that it is as agreeable as to ſpend whole days in at · 


will never be able to convince me. I cannot there- 
ſore but ſtrongly recommend it to you, who have 


will come, I dare ſay, ſo much the ſooner) to take 
the benefit of his elegant and refined inſtructions. I 
am hot, you ſee, in the number of thoſe who envy 
ethers the happineſs they cannot ſniare themſelves: 
when find my friends in poſſeſſion of anenjoyment 
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T. is long a received a letteri from-you. 
Tou will alledge, perhaps, you have nothing to 


vrite: but let me have the ſatisfaction at leaſt of 


ſeeing ö it 2 under your. f hand, or tell Me in the 
-be.contented-eveq-with thaty &. inlleed that finghe 


You mity poſſibly think I jeſta hut believe me Lam 
extremely in earntſt. In ſſibrt, all I dene is, to 
— neee. your pifor 4 can n 16 longer ne- 


4 n 2 r ** ws, © 10 
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ne ſuffered 2 -moſt ſenſible 160 if that 
word is ſtrong enough to cxproſk the mii. 


man. Corellius Rufus is dtad l and dead too by 


his on act a tircuinſtance of great aggravation. 


to my affliction, as thas fort of: death which we 
cannot imputt either to the courſe af nature, or 


lola of thoſe friends whom diſeaſe ſnatches from 


circumſtahotyfrom! d iriendi ineludes every chung. 
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us, that they fall by the general fate of ins: 

but thoſe who deſtroy themſelves, leave us under 

the inconſolable reflection that they had it in their 

power to have lived longer. *Tis true, Corellius 

had many inducements to be fond of life; a blame- 

leſs. conſcience, high reputation, and great dignity, 

together with all the tender endearments of a wife, 

2 daughter, a grandſon, and ſiſters, and amidft 

theſe conſiderable pledges of happinels, many and 

faithful friends. Still it muſt be oui d he had the 

higheſt reaſon (which to a a bone 

have the force of the ſtrongeſt e In 

mine him in this reſolution. — labored 

| under ſo tedious and painful aUiftemper, that even 
theſe bleſſings, great and valuable as they are, 
could not ballance the evils he ſuffered. In his 
thirty third year, (as 1 have frequently heard him 
fay) he was ſeized with the gout in his feet, This 
he received from his father; for diſcaſes, as well 
as: poſſeſſions, - are ſometimes tranſmitted” by a 
kind of inheritance; A life of abſtinence and vir- 
tue had ſomething broke the force of this dif- 
temper while he had ſtreugth and youth to ſtrug- 
gle with it; as 4 manly courage ſupported him un- 
der the increaſing-weight of it in his old age. 1 
remember in the reign of, Domitian, I made him 

_ at 15 ae FRO hos found him 


under 


111011 
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under the moſt incredible and undeſerved tortures; N 

for the gout was now not only in his feet, but hac 
bw: ſpread itſelf over his Whole "body: As foen-as'k 


entered his chamber, his ſervants withdrew ;"fot it 9 5 


was his conſtant rule never to ſuffer them to be 
preſent when any very intimate friend was with lim: 
he even carried it fo far as to diſmiſs his wife upon 
ſuch W tho worthy of the higheſt confi- 
dence. Looking round about him, Do'you know, 
(lays Fo why J endure lift under theſe cruel ge- 
niet? Nis with ibe Ee that I may outlive, af 
leaft for ons day, t bat villain . And O % C 
vad yon given me ſtrengtb, r hon have given me 
reſolution, I would infallilly have that” pleafure't 
Heaven heard his prayer, and having ſurvived that 
tyrant, [and lived to ſee liberty reſtored, he broke 
thro? thoſe great, but however now leſs forcible 
attachments to tlie world, fince he could leave it 
in poſſeſſion of ſecurity and freedom. His diſtemper 
increaſed ; and as ĩt now grew too violent to admit 
of any relief from temperance; he reſo utely deter- 
mined to put am end to its unin tet attacks by 
an effort of heroiſm. He had refuſed all ſuſtenance 
for four days; when his wife Hifpulla-ſeiit to me 
our common friend Geminius; with the melancho- 
4 hews that he was reſolved! do die; and that ſhe 
ot ot ot, 057 Bis new 310 4-02 und 
; „D | 
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and her daugbter baving in vain jained in their 
maoſt tender perſuaſiotma to divert him from his pur- 
pale, the only haha thæy had now left was in my = 
endeavors. to reconcile him to life. I ran to his 
houſe with the utmoſt precipitation. As Lapproach - 
ed it; I met a ſecand meſſenger from Hiſpulla, 
who informed me the te was nothing to be hoped 
for, even from me, es he nour ſeemed more in- 
flexible than ever in bis. reſolution· What con- 
firmed. their fears was an expreſſion he made uſe of 
to, bis phyſicians who preſſed him to take fome 
nouriſhment + tis reſalued, ſaid he: an expreſſion 
Which as it raiſed : my adtmiration of his = 
of ſoul; ſo ĩt does my grief for the loſs of him. 
am every moment reflecting what a valuable — | 
what an excellem man lam depti ved of. That he 
was arrived to his ſixty ſeventh year, which is an age 
even the ſtrongeſt ſeldom exceed, I well know ; that 
he is delivered from aJife of continual pain; that he 
left his family and (what he loved even more) his 
country in a flouriſhing Kate;z all this i know. Still 
I cannot forbear to weep for him as if he had been 
in the prime and vigor of his days: and I weep 
(ſhall I own my weakneſs ?) upon a private account. 
For I have loſt, oh my friend, I have loſt the wit- 
neſs, the guide, and the director of my life! And to 

confeſs to © va what I nn" to Calviſivs in the firſt 


trans- 


© | „ * PpLI N v. 1 

4 deſport of my grief, I en no that I am 

1 bk: longer under his eye, I hall not laeep ſo ſtrict 

a guard over my conduct. Speak comfort to me 
dle-erefore, I entreat you; not by telling me chat 

eu ed, that be was drm ; all this L Kn © 
but by ſupplying me with ſome arguments that are 
uncommon, and reſiſtleſs, that neither the com- 

merce of the world, nor the precepts of the philo- 

ſophers can teach me. For all that 1 have heard, 
andi all chat I have read occur to me of themſelves; 


dut all theſe are by far too weak to mera ms | 
Oy mmm ' Farewel. bj 620 ta 
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4 poetieal productions; 2 the whole 

enen of April, ſcarce a day has paſſed wherein 

we have not been entertained with the recital r 

ſome poem. It is a pleaſure to me to find; not- 
withſtanding there ſeems to de ſo liecle diſpoſition ng 
in the public to attend aſſetnblies of this kind, that 
the ſriences ſtill floriſh; and men of genius are ne 
diſcouraged from producing their performances. It 
is viſible, the greater part of the audience which 
is collected upon theſe occaſions; come with retuc- 
tance; they loiter round the place of aſſembly, join 
in little parties of eonverſation, and ſend every now 
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and then to enquire whether the author is come ing | 


-whether he has read tlie preface or whether he has 


almoſt finiſhed the piece. Then with an air of che 
greateſt. indifference, they guſt look in and with⸗ 
dra again; ſome by ſtealth, and others with leſs 


ceremony. It was not thus in the time of our an- 
ceſtors. It is reported that Claudius Cæſar one 


day hearing a noiſe near his palace, enquired the 
occaſion of i it, an being inforgngd, that Nonianus 


ly to the place, and agteeably ſurpriſed the author 
with his preſence. But now, were one to beſpeak 
the company even of the moſt idle man living, and 
remind him of the a appointment. ever ſo often, or 
ever ſo long before hand, either he would avoid it 
under pretence of fargetfulneſs,.. or if not, would 
look upon it as ſo much time loſt ; and for no 


other reaſon, perhaps, but becauſe he had not loſt it. 


So much the rather do thaſe authors deſerre our en- 


couragement and de, 


perſevere in their ſtue 


mances, eee — or pride 


of their audience. For my own part, I ſcarce ever 
refuſe to be preſent — Eee 0 — 
to ſay truth, the author | 
friends ; v as indeed —— are Ks e men a _—_ 

who are not. It is this has kept me in town 
longer than I intended. I am now however at 
| liberty 


— 
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liberty to ü er to my retirement, and write 
ſomething myſelf; but without any intentions of 
reciting in my turn. I would not have it thought 
that I rather lent than gave my attendance ; for in 
theſe, as in all other good offices, the obligation 


ceaſes the moment you ſeem to expect a return. 
Farewel. 


14 5 ko x 
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4 Err E R *. To Jones Maunzcus,. : 


| * 0 U po Ping me to look. out a huſband for | 


your niece; and it is with juſtice you enjoin 
me that office. You are a witneſs to the eſteem 
and affection I bore that great man her father, and 
with what noble inſtructions he formed | my youth, 
and taught me to deſerve thoſe praiſes he was 
pleaſed to beſtow. upon me. You could' not 
give me then more important, or more agree- | 
able commiſſion, nor could I be employed i in an 
office of higher honor, than of chooſing a young 
man worthy of continuing the family of Ruſticus 
Aurulenus: a choice I ſhould be long in determin- 
ing if I were not acquainted with Minutius Acili- 
anus, who ſeems formed for our purpoſe. While he 
loves me with that warmth of affection which is uſual 
between young men of equal years (as indeed 1 


have the advance of him but by very few) he re- 
E 


veres 


* 
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veres me at the ſame time with all the deference due 
to age; and is as defirous to model himſelf by my 
— "IE as Iwas by thoſe of yourſelf and your 
brother. He is a native of Brixia * „one of thoſe 
Provinces in Italy, which ſill retains much of the 
frugal ſimplicity and purity of ancient manners. 
He is ſon to Minutius Macrinus, whoſe humble 
deſires were ſatisfied with being firſt in the rank of 
the? Equeſtrian order: for tho' he was nominat- 
ed by Veſpaſian in the number of thoſe whom 

that Prince dignified with the Prætorian honors ; 3 
yet with a determined greatneſs of mind, he rather 
prefered an elegant repoſe, to the ambitious, ſhall 
I call them, or honorable purſuits i in which, we in 
public life are engaged. His grand- mother on the 

mother's ſide is Serrana Procula, of Padua: you are 
no ſtranger to the manners of that place; yet Serra- 
na is looked upon, even among theſe reſerved peo- 

ple, as an exemplary inſtance of ſtrict virtue. A- 
eilius, bis uncle, is a man of ſingular gravity; wif- 
dom and integrity. In a word, you will find nothing 

throughout his family unworthy of yours. Mi- 

5 nutius himſelf has great vivacity, as well as ap- 
Plication, Joined at the ſame time with a moſt 
amiable and becoming modeſty. He has already, 


with much 2a . paſſed thro? the offices of ert 
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tor, Tribune, and Prætor, ſo that you will be f par- 
ed the trouble of ſoliciting for him thoſe honorable 
employments. He has a genteel and ruddy coun- 
tenance, with a certain noble mein that ſpeaks the 
man of diſtinction: advantages, I think, by no 
means to be lighted,” and which I look upon as 
the proper tribute to virgin innocence. I am | 
doubtful whether I fhould add, that his father is 
very rich. When I conſider the character of tlioſe 
who require a huſband of my chooſing; 'I know it 
is unneceſſary to mention wealth; but hen I re- 1 
flect upon the prevailing manners of the age, and 4 
even the laws of Rome, which tank a man ac- 
cording to his poſſeſſions, it certainly claims ſome 
notice: and indeed in eſtabliſhments of this ha- 
1 ture, where children and many other circumſtances 
ee to be conſidered, it is an article that well de- 
| ſerves to be taken into the account. 'You will be . 
inclined perhaps to ſulpect, that alfection has had = 
too great a ſhare in the character I-have- been 1 
8 drawing, and that I have heightentdit beyond the 
truth. But I will take all my credit, yo WII find 
every thing far beyond what I have repreſented. I = 
. confeſs, indeed, 1 love Minutius (as he juſtly de- = 
ſerves,) with all the warmth of the-moſt ardent af- | f 
4 fection; but for that very reaſon l would not aſcribe ; 
more to his i than 1 know it will e | 
Farewel. 
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"LETTER W. To Sxprrrius CARUS. 


FT F OW happened it, my friend, that you did 
H not keep your engagement the other night 
to ſup with me? But take notice, juſtice is to be 
had, and J expect you ſhall fully reimburſe me the 
expence I was at to treat you; which, let me tel! 
you, was no ſmall ſum. I had prepared, you muſt 
know, a lettuce apiece, three : ſnails, two eggs, and a 
barley cake, with ſome ſweet wine and ® ſnow : the 
ſnow moſt certainly I ſhall'charge to your account, 
as a rarity that will not keep. Beſides all theſe cu- 
rious diſhes, there were olives of Andaluſia, gourds, 
Ne © op K Wea FEPRPS © ſhalots, 


2 The Engliſh reader may probably be ſurpriſed ' to find this 
article iyPliny's philoſophical bill of fare; it will not be improper 
- therefore to-inform him, that a diſh of ſnails was very common 
at a Roman table. The manner uſed to fatten them is related 
by ſome very grave authors of antiquity ; and Pliny the elder 

mentions one Fulvius Hirpinus who had ſtudied that art with ſo 
much ſucceſs, that the ſhells of ſome of his ſnails would contain 
about ten quarts. ' [H. N. I. 9. 56 In ſome parts of Switzer- 
land this food is ſtill in high repute. See Addiſon's Trav. 364. 
d The Romans uſed ſnow not only to cool their liquors, but 
their ſtomachs, after having inflamed themſelves with high eat- 
ing: Nivem rodunt, ſays Seneca, ſolatium flomachi Afluantis. 
[Ep. 95.] This cuſtom ſtill prevails in Italy, eſpecially at Na- 
ples, where (as Mr. Addiſon obſerves) “they drink very few 
“ Jiquors, not ſo much as water, that have not lain in freſco, 
* and every body from the higheſt to the loweſt makes 
* uſe of it; inſomuch that a ſcarcity of ſnow would raiſe a 
«© mutiny at Naples, as much as a dearth of corn or proviſions 

« in another country.“ Trav. 185. e 


Book l. TPLIN I. 37 
ſhalots, and a hundred other dainties equally ſump- 


tuous. You ſhould, likewiſe have been entertained 


| either with an interlude, the rehearſal of a poem, or 
a piece of muſic, as you liked beſt ; or (ſuch was my 

liberality) with all three, But the luxurious deli - 
cacies and Spaniſh dancers of a certain — I 
know not who, were, it ſeems, more to your taſte. 


However I ſhall have my revenge upon you, depend 
upon it; in what manner, ſhailat preſent be aſecret. 
In good truth it was not kind, thus to mortify 


your friend, I had almoſt ſaid your ſelf and 
upon ſecond thoughts I do ſay ſo: for how agreeably 
ſhould we have ſ pent the evening. in laughing, tri- 
fling, and deep ſpeculation! You may ſup, I con- 
feſs, at many places more ſplendidly z, but you can 
be treated no where, believe me, with more uncon- 
. ij as WS. « 3 = wo 3 trained 
© In the original the diſhes are ſpecified, viz. oyſter:, the 
matrices of ſows, and a certain ſea ſhell-fiih, / prickly like a 


hedge: hog, called Echinus, all in the higheſt eſtimation amon 
the Roman admirers of table luxury; as appears by 9 | 


paſſages in the claſſic writers. Our own country had the honor 


to furniſh them with oyſters, which they fetched from Sandwich ; 
Montanus, mentioned by Juvenal, was ſo well {killed in the 
ther they came from thence or not : 
Aircæii nata forent, an, 
Lucrinum ad ſaæum, Rupinove ed:ta funds 
Orea, callebat primo deprendere morſu. 


© 


fl "= 
: o 


He whether Circe's rock his oyſters bore, + 
Or Lucrine lake, or the Rutupian ſhore, 
es | 


» - 


Mr. Duxx. 


we 


ſeience of good eating, that he could tell by the firſt taſte whes » 
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| \ | _ ftrained'cheeffulneſs, ſimplicity and freedom only 
I make the experiment; and if you do not ever 
1} | afterwards prefer my table to any other, never fa- 
133 vor me with your company again, Farewel. -_ 
Þ [i ach 37 ETTE R IT. To Ravens. | 
TIH : 
i" | Conceived an \ affeQion for my friend Pompeius 
| | | 1 Saturninus, and admired his genius, even long TY. 
1 before I knew the extenſive variety of his talents þ ; pf 
1 F but he has now taken full and unreſerved poſſeſſion ' 9 5 
[| of my whole heart. I have heard him in the ynn- Rn 
[ * | premeditated, as well as ſtudied ſpeech, plead with 13 
1 no leſs warmth and energy, than grace and elo- 
1 quence. He abounds with juſt refle&ions ; his 
1 periods are graceful and majeſtic; his words har- . 
1 | | maonious, and ſtamped with the authority of genu⸗ 
i ine antiquity. Theſeunited qualities infinitely delight 
you, not only when you are carried along, if I may 


ſo ſay, with the reſiſtleſs flow of his charming and 
emphatical elocution; but when confidered diſtinct 
and apart from that advantage. I am perſuaded 
you will be of this opinion when you peruſe his 
orations, and will not heſitate. to place him in the 
fame rank with the antients, whom he ſo happily 
Imitates, But you will view him with ſtill "6: ou | 
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alle is at once 3 * e et and ſub- 5, = 
lime; and the ſame energy of expreſſion, though b 
with more cloſene(s, runs through his harangues, +, 
which ſo eminently diſtinguiſſies and adorns his "= 
pleadings. But theſe are not all his excellencies ; ? 
he has compoled ſeveral poetical pieces in the man- 
ner of my favorite Calvus and Catullus. What 
ſtrokes of wit, what ſweetneſs of numbers, what 
pointed ſatire, and what touches of the tender paſ- .. 
ion appear in his verſes! in the midſt of which he 
ſometimes deſignedly falls into an agreeable negli 
A gence in his metre, in imitation too of thoſe-admir- 
ed poets. He read to me, the other day, ſome . 
letters which he aſſured me were written by his wife; 
I fanciedT was hearing Plautus or Terence, in proſe, 
If they are that lady's, (as he poſitively affirms)'or 
his own, which he abſolutely denies, either way he 
deſerves equal applauſe z whether for writing ſo po- 
üttely himſelf; or for having ſo bigbly improved 
and refined the genius of his wife, whom he married 
young and uniaſtructed. His works are neyer out of 
my hands; and whether Iſit down to write any thing 
my ſelf, or to reviſe what I have already written, or 
am in a diſpoſition to amuſe my ſelf, I conſtantly take 
up this agreeable author; and as often as Ido ſo, he 
is ſtill new. Let me ſtrongly recommend him to 
"the ie ſamerdegree: of intimacy: with you; nor be it 
. r 
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40 Pe LETTERS Book. 
any prejudice to his merit that he is a cotemporary 


writer. Had he flouriſhed in ſome diſtant age, not 
only his works, but the very pictures and ſtatues & 


him would have been paſſionately enquired after'; 


and ſhall we then, from a fort of ſatiety, and merely 
becauſe he is preſent among us, ſuffer his talents'to 
languiſh and fade away unhonored and unadmired? 
It is ſurely a very perverſe and envious . diſpoſition, 
to look with indifference upon a man worthy of the 
"higheſt approbation, for no other reaſon but becauſe 
we have it in our power to ſee him, and to converſe 


with him, and not only to give him our applauſe, 


but to receive him into our friendſhip. Farewel. 
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LETTER VII. To Corntiivs Tiriaxvs. 
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the world; and there are ſtill thoſe whoſe 


| generous affection extends itſelf even to their de- 


parted friends. Titianus Capito has obtained the 
Emperor's permiſſion to erect a ſtatue in the Fo- 
rum to the late L. Syllanus. It is a noble and 
truly laudable exertion of princely favor to employ 
it to purpoſes ſuch as theſe, and to try the extent 
of one's intereſt for the glory of others. It is in- 

deed habitual to Capito to diſtinguiſh merit. He 


H E ſocial virtues have not yet quite forſaken 
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nas placed in his houſe: (where he is at liberty to 
do ſo) the ſtatues of the Bruti, the Cafſii, and the 
Catos, and it is incredible what a religious vene- 
ration he pays them. But his generoſity does not 
terminate here: there is ſcarce a name of any note 
or luſtre that he has not celebrated and rendered 
more conſpicuous, by his excellent verſes. One may 
be very ſure a man muſt be poſſeſſed of great vir- 
tue himſelf, who thus admires it in others. As 
[ Syllanus certainly deſerves the honor that is done 
him, ſo Capito has by this means ſecured to him- 
ſelf that immortality. which he has conferred on his 
friend; for in my opinion he who erects a ſtatue 
in the Roman Forum, receives as much glory, as 
the perſon to whom it is erected. Farewell. 
= LETTER MIN. To Suxroxivs TRrAN- 
— — ————— VL OCs 
"NF OUR letter informs me that you are ex- 
1 tremely terrified with a dream, as appre- 
hending that it threatens ſome ill ſucceſs to you in 


.  ® Spetonius informs us, that Caligula deſtroy'd the ſtatues of 

_ thoſe illuſtrious perſons which Auguſtus had ereg ed in the Ca- 
pitol; and publiſhed an edit, whereby he prohibited ſtatues 
to be raiſed to any perſon in his life-time, unleſs by the empe- 
ror's expreſs permiſſion, , It is probable: liny here alludes to a 

| decree of this nature made by ſome ſucceeding emperor, per- 

haps Domitian, againſt publickly erecting ſtatues to thoſe glo- | 

nous aſſertors of liberty, ; 
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42 The LETTERS nean 
the cauſe you have undertaken to defend; and 
therefore deſire that I would get it adjourned for 
f a few days, or at leaſt to the next. This is a fa- 
vor, you are ſenſible, not very eaſily obtained, but 
\ 1 will uſe all my intereſt for that purpoſe; 


33 
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| . 6 
— For dreams deſcend from Jou. Hom, 
= al F138 a a 72 


In the mean while it is very material * for you to 
recollect whether your dreams generally repreſent 
things as they afterwards fall out, or quite the re- 
happened to myſelf, you have nothing to fear: for 
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2 Port, Iliad, i. 6. | | 
Þ Dreams were conſider'd from the earlieſt antiquity as ſa- 
cred admonitions and hints of futurity. Many of the heathen 
oracles were :delivered in this manner, and even among the 
Jews we find ſeveral intimations conveyed to their prophets in 
the fame way. The Romans in general were great obſervers 
of dreams, and Auguſtus Cæſar is ſaid to have eſcaped. a very 
imminent danger at the battle of Philippi, by quitting his 
tent in compliance with a dream of Antonius his phyſician “. 
This is mentioned to obviate any prejudice againſt Pliny, Which 
may ariſe in the minds of a reader unacquainted with the pre- 
vailing ſentiments of the ancients upon this point, who might 
otherwiſe be ſurprized to ſind our author talk ſeriouſſy upon a 
tubje& of this nature. The truth is, as an eminent critic F 
has obſerved with great gevd ſenſe, there ſeems to be as much 
temerity in never giving credit to dreams, as there is ſuperſtition 
in always doing ſo. It appears to me, ſays he, that the 
* true medium between theſe two extremes, is to treat them 
as we would a known liar ; we are ſure he moſt uſually re- 
** -Jates falſhoods, however, nothing hinders but he may ſome- 
times ſpeak truth.“ e ee On 


Val. Max. I, 1. Co Tv + Darier fur Her, Y- 2, Ep. 2, ; 


* a 1 


— F 


I | 8. you will acquit yo ſelf with . | 
1 ſucceſs. 1 had promiſed to be counſel for Julius 
Paſtor; when E fancied in my. ſleep that my ma- 
ther-in-law came to me, and throwing her ſelf at 
my feet, earneſtly intreated me not to be concern- 
ed in the cauſe, I was at that time a very young 
man ; the caſe was to be argued in the four cent. 
tumviral courts; my adverfaries were ſome of the 
moſt conſiderable men in Rome, and particular fa- 
vorites of Cæſar; any of which circumſtances 
vere ſufficient, after ſuch an inauſpicious dream, to 
have diſcouraged me. Notwithſtanding this, 1. 
. in” "the cauſe,  refleting within myE 4 
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Without a Jen, bis feord the RTP man draws, 
Aud aſs 0 omen, but his country 5 cauſe : m_— 


for l abel upon. the 1 tk. I had given, to © 

as ſacred to me as my country, or, if that were 

poſſible, more ſo. The event happened as 1 i 

wiſhed: and it was that very cauſe which firſt pro- 

cured" me the favorable attention - of the public, Le 
and threw open to me the gates of Fame. Con- | 
fider then whether your dream, like that which I - 
have related, may not portend ſucceſs. Or after 

all, perhaps, you will think it more ſafe to purſue 

this e EAI + 5 3 ever. a 7 | thing, * which 
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«* you are in doubt: if ſo, write me word. In 5 
the interval I will conſider of ſome expedient, and | 
endeavor your cauſe ſhall be heard any day you 

like beſt. In. this reſpect you are in a better ſitua- 

tion than I was : the court of the Centumviri, 
where I was to plead, admits of no adjournment ; 
whereas 1 in that where your cauſe is to- be heard, 

tho” it is not ealy to procure one, fil however it 

is poſſible. F arewel. * 
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LETTER XIX. 7 Roanus Faun. | 


8 you are my countryman, my ſchool- 
fellow, and the earlieſt companion of my 


youth: as there was the ſtricteſt friendſhip. at 
tween my mother and uncle, and your father ; 


happineſs which I alſo enjoyed as far as 9 
inequality of our ages would admit; can I fail 
(biaſs'd as I am towards your intereſt by ſo many 

ſtrong and weighty reaſons, ) to contribute all in my 
1 power to the ad vancement of your dignity ? The 
ank you bear in our province asa Decurio, is a 
—_ '. -: proof that you are 5 8 at leaſt of an hundred 
ip | | js . thouſand 


| 4 800 1. of our money; i Slice wh 2 Roman 
filver coin, the value of which the moſt accurate antiquarians 
have ſettled at 1 penny, 3 farthings and 3-4ths, making 1000 
to be equal to 8 I. r 8. 5 d. 4; but to avoid fractions, in 
this place, and throughout all the following calculations, a 
thouſand ſeſterces are n as ne, to only $ L 
* | | 
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„ e PLENY: 45 
thouſand ſeſterces; but that we may alſo have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing you a Roman knight, give me 
leave to preſent you with three hundred thouſande, 
in order to make up the ſum requiſite to entitle 
you to that dignity. The long acquaintance we 
have had, leaves me no room to doubt you will 
ever be forgetful of this inftance of my friendſhip. 
And I need not adviſe you (whar if Tdid not know 
your diſpoſition, I ſhould) to enjoy this honor with 
the modeſty that becomes one who received it from 
me: for the dignity we poſſeſs by the good offices 
of a friend is a kind of ſacred truſt, wherein we 
4 4 | have bis judgment, as well our own character, 
do maintain, and therefore to be guarded with pe- 
culiar attention. ain SHY 21 25 „% 
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The Equeſtrian dignity, or. that order of the Roman 
people which we commonly call K::g4t;, had nothing in it 
- * analogous to any order of modern knighthood, but depend- 
ed entirely upon a valuation of their eſtates ; and every 
citizen whoſe entire fortunes amounted to 400,000 ſeſterces 
that is, to 3229 1. of our money; was inrolled of courſe in 
the liſt of knights; who were conſidered as a middle order 
between the ſenators and common people, yet without any 
. © other diſtinction than the priyilege of wearing a gold ring, 
Which was the peculiar badge af their order.” Life of 
F att Oo WT OTE 117 rut bom 
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* About 2400 l. ſterling. 
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cious perſon of my acquaintance, who admires 
nothing ſo much in the clequence of the bar as 
conciſen eſs. I agree with him, where the cauſe will 
admit of this manner, it may be properly enough 
purſued T but inſiſt, that to omit What is material 
to be mentioned, or only lightly. to touch upon 
thoſe points which ſhould be ſtrongly inculcated, 
and urged. home. to, the- minds of the audience, is 
in effect to deſert the cauſe one has undertaken.. In 
many. caſes a copious manner of expreſſion gives 
ftrength and weight to our ideas, which, frequent- 
ly make impreſſions upon the mind, as iron does 
upon ſolid bodies, rather by repeated ſtrokes than 
a ſingle blow. In anſwer to this he uſually has 
recourſe to authorities ; and produces Lyſias 
amongſt the Grecians, and Cato and the two 
Gracchi among our own countrymen, as inſtances 
| in favor of the conciſe ſtile. In return, I name 
"Demoſthenes, Zſchynes, Hiſperides, and many 
others in oppoſition to Lyſias ; while T confront 
Cato and the Gracchi, with Cæſar, Pollio, Cœlius, 
and above all Cicero, whoſe longeſt oration is ge- 
nerally eſteemed the beſt. It is in good compo- 
ſitions, as in every thing elſe that is valuable; 


4 


tte more there is'of them the better. You may 
- obſerve in ſtatues, baſſo· relie vos, pictures, and 
the bodies of men, and even in animals and trees, 
that nothing is more graceful than magnitude, if 
accompanied with proportion. The ſame holds 
true in pleading: and even in books, a . 
volume carries ſomething of beauty and authority 
in its very ſize. My antagoniſt, who is extreme 
ly dexterous at evading an argument, eludes all 


ſame purpoſe, by inſiſting that thoſe very perſons 
3 upon whoſe works 1 found my opinion, made 


thoſe of Cicero for Murena and Varenus, Where 
he ſeems to have given us little more than the ge- 
neral charge. Whence it appears, that many 
things which he enlarged upon at the time he de- 
gave them to the public. The ame excellent ora- 
tor informs us, that, agreeably to the ancient cub 
tom which allowed only one counſel on a ſide, 
-Cluentius had no other advocate but bimfelf ; and 
tells us farther, that he employed four whole days 
in defence of Cornelius: by Which it plainly ap- 
pears, that thoſe orations which, when delivered at 
n full Pn had. neceſſarily taken up ſo much 


time 
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this, and much more which I uſually urge to the 


conſiderable additions to their orations when they 
publiſhed them. This I deny: and appeal to the 
harangues of numberleſs orators ; particularly to 
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time at the bar, were greatly altered and abridged > 
when he afterwards compriſed them in a ſingle vo- 
lume, tho' I muſt confeſs indeed, a large one. But 
it is objected, there is a wide difference between 
good pleading and juſt compoſition, This opinion, 
I acknowledge, has had ſome favorers, and it may 
be true; nevertheleſs I am perſuaded (tho* I may 
perhaps be miſtaken) that, as it is poſſible a-plead- 
ing may be well received by, the audience, which 
has not merit enough to recommend it to the 
reader; ſo a good oration cannot be a bad pleads, 
ing : for the oration upon paper is, in truth, the 
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at all: as for inſtance in the following paſſage from 

the oration againſt Verres, —** A certain mechanic 

7 08 —what's his name? Oh, m obliged to you 

for helping me toit: yes, I mean Polycletus.”* It 

| cannot then be denied, that the nearer approach a 

ſpeaker makes to the rules of juſt compoſition, the 
more perfect he will be in his art; always ſuppo- 

ſing however, that he has the neceſſary indulgence 
in point of time: for if he be abridged of that, 
no imputation can juſtly be fixed upon the advo- 


cate, tho* certainly a very great one is chargeable 
Upon 
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; original and model of the ſpeech that is to be pro- f 
| i | nounced. It is for this reaſon we. find in many of ; 
1.4 the | beſt orations extant, numberleſs expreſſions 
I | which havetheair of unpremeditateddiſcourſe; and 

1 | | „ Uss even. where we are ſure they were never ſ poken 
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upon the Judge... T The ſenſe of zhe lay l Lam 
= ſure, on my ſide, which are by no means ſparing 
of the orator's time: it is not brevity, but an en- 


rial, which they recommend. And how is it poſſi- 
ble for an advocate to acquit himſelf of that duty, 
_ unleſs in the moſt inſignificant cauſes, if he affects 
to be conciſe? Let me add what experience, that 
unerring guide, has taught me: it has frequently 
been my province to act both as an advocate and 
A judge, as I have often aſſiſted as an aſſeſſor, 


kind are to be influenced by different applications 3 
and that the llighteſt circumſtances oſten produce 
the moſt important conſequences. There is ſo. vaſt. 
a variety in the diſpoſitions, and underſtandings of 
men, that they ſeldom agree in their opinions a- 
bout any one point in debate before them; or if 
they do, it is generally from the movement of dif- 
ferent paſſions. Beſides, as every man N 
4 favors his own diſcoveries, and when he hears an 
argument made uſe of which had before occurred to 
himſelf, will certainly embrace it as extremely con- 
vincing, the orator therefore ſhould ſo adapt — 
ſelf to his audience as to throw out ſomething to 
Foul. 41-15: Dae hrs at 10 EP 
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were ſenators, and the reſt knights. With theſe he OO 
ed to gonlult before he aa ſentence, ; 
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larged ſcope, a full attention to every thing mate- 


where I have ever found the judgments of man- 


* The Pretor was aſſiſted 5 ten alfeſſors, "ge i Ea 
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every one of them, that he may receive and ap- 
_ prove as his own peculiar thought. I remember ö 
when Regulus and I was concerned together in a 
cauſe, he ſaid to me, You ſeem to think it neceſſary 
to inſiſt upon every point; whereas J always take 
aim at my adverſary's throat, and there I cloſely 
preſs him. (Tis true he tenaciouſſy holds what- 
ever part he has once fixed upon; but the misfor- 
tune is, he is extremely apt to miſtake the right 
place.) I anſwered, it might poſfibly happen that 
what he took for what he called the zbroat, was 
in reality ſome other part. As for me, ſaid I, 
who do not pretend to dire& my aim with fo much 
certainty, I attack every part, and puſh at every 
opening; in ſhort, to uſe a vulgar proverb, I leave 
A0 ſtone unturned. As in agriculture, it is not my 
vineyards, or my woods alone, but my fields alſo 
that I cultivate ; and (to purſue the alluſion) as I 
do not content myſelf with fowing thoſe fields with 
only one kind of grain, but employ ſeveral diffe- 
rent ſorts : ſo in my pleadings at the bar, I ſpread 
at large a variety of matter like ſo many different 
ſeeds, in order to reap from thence whatever may 
happen to hit : for the diſpoſition of your judges 
is as precarious and as little to be aſcertained, as 
that of ſoils and ſeaſons. I remember the comic 
writer Eupolis mentions it in praiſe of that excel 
lent orator Pericles, that 
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91 On bis lips Fase ion Font beg We 125 77 5 5 
And powerful Reaſon rul'd his. tongue : 3 

| Thus be, alone, could boaſt the art, .. _ . 
To charm af once and ſting the * x 


But 9 1 Pericles "without the richeh variety Re 
expreſſion, and merely by force of the conciſe or the 
rapid ſtile, or both together (for they are extreme- | 
1y. different) have exerted that charm and that Hing 
of which the poet here ſpeaks? To delight and to 
perſuade, requires time, and a great compaſs of 
language; and to leave a ſing i in the minds of his 
audience, is an effect not to be expected from an 
orator ho lightly puſhes, . but from him, and 
him only, who thruſts home and deep... Another 
d comic Poet, ſpeaking of the ſame orator, ſays, 


His POR ET lite Jove s own: W roll ; 
Greees hears, and. trembles to ber inmaſt Jn 


o 


0 nut i it 1 900 the conciſe and the EPO ys it is 


who with the blaze and thunder of his eloquence 
hurries impetuouſly along, and bears down all be- 
fore him. There is a juſt mean, Town, in every 
DP er. 


3 


d Ariſtophanes. 


the copious, the majeſtic, and the ſublime orator, 
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he who confines himſelf i in too narrow a compaſs, 
as he who launches out with. too great a latitude. 
Hence it is as common to hear our orators con- 


of their ſubject. Both, no doubt, are equally | 


an error which if it be not a ſign of a more, cor- 
rect, yet is certainly of a more exalted 
| When I fay this, I would not be unde 
| approve that everlaſting © "talker mentioned in H6- 
mer, but that WERE . deſeribed in the following 


+ 


* 
Not but 1 uren admire him * too, of whon 
the 1 d | Wn gs #3 8 
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ching z but be equally deviates from that true mark, 
who falls ſhort of it, as he who goes beyond it; 


demned for being too barren, as too luxuriant; for 
not reaching, as well as for overflowing the bounds 


diſtant from the proper medium ; but with this. 


difference however, that in the one the fault ariſes 
from an exceſs, in the other from a deficiency.z 


ius. 
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Thus has bis lips the copious ROY flow. 
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Yer if 1 I were to dont I ould clively iv ths 
preference to the ſtile reſembling winter ſnow, 
that is, to the full and diffuſive ; in ſhort, to that 
pomp of eloquence which ſeems all heavenly and 
divine. But (*tis urged) the harangue of a more 
moderate length is moſt generally admir'd. It is 
ſo, I confeſs: but by whom ? By the indolent on- 
1y ; and to fix the ſtandard by the lazineſs and falſe 
dejicacy of theſe, would ſurely be the higheſt ab- 
ſurdity. Were you to conſult perſons of chis caſt, 5 15 
they juld fel] you, not dnly that it is beſt to ſay | 
| "little; but that it is beſt to ſay nothing, —Thus, my 
friend, I have laid before you my ſentiments up- 
on this ſubject, which I ſhall readily abandon, if 
I find they are not agreeable to yours, But if you 
ſhould diſſent from me, I beg you would commu- 
nicate to me your reaſons. For the? 1 ought to 
'yield in this caſe to your more enlightened Jjudg- 
ment, yet ina point of ſuch conſequence, I had ra- 
ther receive my conviction from the force of argu- 
ment, than authority. If you ſhould be of my 
opinion in this matter, a line or two from you in 
retuth, intimating your concurrence, will be ſuf-- 
 iejone to confirm. me in the juſtneſs aims ſenti⸗ 
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cernment very great (for I would not g 
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ments. On the contrary, if you think me miſ- 5 
taken, I beg you would give me your objections 
at large. Let has it not, think you, ſomething of 
the air of bribery, to aſk only a ſhort letter if you 

agree with me; but enjoin you the trouble of | 


a very long one, if you are of a ny opinion ? 
Farewel. 


LETT E R- XXI. To PaTERNVS. 


8 I rely very much upon the ſtrength of 
| your judgment, ſo I do upon the good- 
neſs of your eyes; not becauſe I think your diſ- 


vain) but becauſe I think it as good as mine: 
which, it muſt be owned, is ſaying a great deal 
in its favor. Jeſting apart, I like very well the 
appearance of the ſlaves which were purchaſed 
for me by your recommendation ; all that I want 
farther, is tg be ſatisfied of their behavior; and 
for this I muſt depend upon their characters more 


5 than their countenances. F arewel. 


LET T E R XXII To Caritivs SEVERUS, 


A M at preſent detained in Rome (and have 
been ſo a conſiderable time) under the moſt 
alarming apprehenſions. Tirys Ariſto, whow [ 
in- 


you - 


Bock L. 0 I PLINY.. „ 


infinitely love and eſteem, is fallen into a dange- 
_ and obſtinate illneſs, which deeply affects me. 
knowledge, and good ſenſe ſhine out with 

> yt a luſtre in this excellent man, that 
learning herſelf and every valuable endowment 
ſeems involved in the danger of his ſingle perſon. 
How conſummate is his knowledge both in the 
political and civil laws of his country! How tho- 
roughly converſant is he in every branch of hiſ- 
tory and antiquity ! There is no article of ſcience, 
in ſhort, you would wiſh to be informed of, in 
which he is not ſkilled. As for my own part, when 
ever I would acquaint -my ſelf with any abſtruſe 
—_ poigtgf literature, I have recourſe to him, as to one 
k | | = who ; Tupplies me with its moſt hidden treaſures. 
What an amiable ſincerity, what a noble dignity 
is there in his eonverſation! How humble, yet 
how graceful is bis diffidence]! Tho' he conceives 
at once every point in debate, yet he is as flow to 
decide, as he is quick to apprehend, | calmly and 
deliberately weighing every oppoſite reaſon that is 
offered, and tracing it, with a moſt judicious pe- 
netration, from its ſource through all its remot- 
eſt conſequences. His diet is frugal, his dreſs 
plain; and whenever I enter his chamber, and view . 
him upon his couch, I conſider the ſcene before 

me as a true image of ancient ſimplicity, to which 
bis illuſtrious mind reflects the nouleſt ornament. 
* "> 
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He places no part of his happineſs in oſtentation, 
but refers the whole of it to Eonſcience ; and ſeeks 
the reward of his virtue, not in the elamorous 
applauſes of the world, but in the ſilent ſariaface, . 
tion which reſults from having acted well. In ſhort,” 5 
you will not eaſily find his equal even among our 
philoſophers by profeſſion. He frequents not the 
places of public diſputations*, nor idly - aural 
himſelf and others with vain and endleſs contro- 


verſies. His nobler talents are exerted to more 
uſeful purpoſes; in the ſcenes of civil and „ 


life. Many has he aſſiſted with his intereſt, ſtill 
more with his advice! But tho he dedicates his 


time to the affairs of the world, he regulates his 
conduct by the precepts of the philoſophers ; and. 
in the practice of temperance, piety, juſtice and 


fortitude he has no ſuperior, It is aſtoniſhing 
with what patience. he bears his illneſs; how he 


\ ſtruggles with pain, endures thirſt, and quietly ſub- 
mits to the troubleſome regimen neceſſary in a rag- 


ing fever. He lately called me, and a few more 


ol his particular friends, to his bed- ſide, and beged 


we would aſk his phyſicians what turn they ap- 
prehended his diſtemper would take: that if they 
pronounced it incurable, he might voluntarily put 
an , to N life; but if there were hopes of „ 


recovery, 


* The TOES uſed to hold their diſputation. in the 
Gymnaſia and Porticos, ""_"_ On of moſt * reſort 
for walking, &C. 


— 


don our hopes, if in truth they. were not entirely 


truly heroical, and worthy'of the higheſt applauſe.” 
Inſtances are frequent enough in the world, of 
ruſhing into the arms of death without reflection, 
and hy a ſort of blind impulſe: but calmly and 
deliberately to weigh the reaſons for life or death, 
and to be determined in our choice as either ſide 
of the ſcale prevails, is the mark of an uncommon 
and great mind. We have had the ſatisfaction of 
the opinion of his phyſicians in his favor; and my 


* The PEPE lawfulveſ of fel murder * Was 2 doctrine * 
no means univerſally received in the antien an world; many 
of the moſt conſiderable names, both 5 and Roman. hav- 
ing expreſly declared againſt that pranks.) Pythagoras, So- 
crates, Plato, Tully, have condemned it; even Brutus himſelf; 
tho” he fell by his own. hands, yet in his cooler and philoſophi- 
cal hours, wrote a 4 treatiſe wherein he highly condemned Ca- 
to, as being guilty of an act both of impiety and cowardice in 
deſtroying himſelf. The judicious Virgil is alſo in the ſame 


pf; * 


4. 


t. Pele deinde . tenent meſi pie; qi 1 fi "9 fl 
Inſontes peperert manu, Iuccmpue peroſi | | 
| Proficere animam: Dan vellent æthere in alto, 


N & PR, ow. duros ee laberen 4 i Os 
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FE 


ſentiments, and repreſents ſuch * perſons as in a ſtate 


me however tedious and 8 he might 5 
13 wait the event with patience: for ſo much, he 
| thought, was due to the tears and intreaties of his 
wife and daughter, and to the affectionate inter- 
|  ceſſion of his friends, as not voluntarily to aban- 


deſperate. A reſolution this, in my eſtimation, | | 


* 
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heaven give ſucceſs to their art, and free 1 me "AM 
this reſtleſs anxiety ! If that ſhould happily be the 
event, I ſhall immediately return to my favorite 
. Laurentinum, or in other words, to my books 
and ſtudious retirement. At preſent ſo much of 
my time and thoughts is employed e in attendance 
upon my friend, and in my apprehenſions for him, 
that I have neither leiſure nor inclination for ſub- 
jects of literature. Thus have I informed you of 
my fears, my wiſhes, and my intentions. Com- 
municate to me, in your turn, but i in a gayer ſtile, 
an account not only of what you are and have been 
doing, but even of your future deſigns. It will be 
x very ſenſible conſolation to me in this perplexity 
of mind, to be aſſured that yours is eaſy, Farewel, 


LETTER XXIII. To Poues1vs Falco. 


OU defire my opinion whether you can with 
- decency act as an advocate during your Tri- 
bunate ? But before I determine that queſtion, I 
muſt know what are your ſentiments of that of- 
fice ; whether you look upon it as a mere ſhadow 
| Oy) 
Then crowds ſucceed, who prodigal of breath, 


Themſelves anticipate the doom of death; | 
Tho' free from guilt, they caſt their lives away, 
And ſad and ſullen hate the golden day. | 
Oh! with what joy the. wretches now wou'd bear ks 
Pain, toil, and woe, to breathe the vital air. Es 4 Al 


a See B. 9. let 1 note 5, 
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of: honor. and an empty title, or as a ſacred and 
jinviolable function, the exerciſe of which as no 
power can ſuſpend, o neither ought the perſon him- 
ſelf who is inveſted with it? When I Was myſelf 
in that poſt (poſſibly I might be miſtaken in ſup- 
poſing I was become of any importance, however 
upon the ſuppoſition that I really was) I entirely 


quitted the bar. I thought it unbecoming a ma- 


giſtrate, who, upon all occafions had a right of pre- 


cedency, and in whoſe preſence every body is ob- 


liged to riſe, to be ſeen ſtanding, while all about 
him were ſeated : That he who has authority to 
| impoſe ſilence on any man, ſhould himſelf be di- 
rected when to be ſilent: that he, whom ir is held 


> impious to interrupt, ' ſhould be expoſed to the 


ſcurrilous liberties of bar orators ; which to cha- 
ſtize, would be thought a ſort of inſolence of office, 
and yet it would be weakneſs to overlook. I 
confidered farther, the great difficulty I ſhould be 
under if either fide ſhould happen to appeal to me 
as Tribune, whether to interpoſe my authority, or 

by a kind of reſignation of it, to have acted in my 
private capacity. For theſe reaſons I rather choſe 


to be the tribune of all, than the advocate of a few. | 


But 


b Ag te characters were beld ſacred, it was elteemed the 
higheſt act of impiety to offer them any injury, or ſo much as 
to interrupt them when they were „ 


_— 


60 te LETTERS Book I. 
But with reſpect to you, (I repeit it kin) the 
. whole depznds upon what your ſentiments are 
of this office, and under what character you 
would chooſe to appear; remembring always, 
tat a wiſe man will take upon hiniſelf dy o_ 
to which he is capable: of af DP. 
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LETTER, *I. 25 Brziws. _ 


Y friend * ma Dania has an in; 
clination to purchaſe a ſmall farm, of which, 
as I an informed, an acquaintance of yours intends 
to diſpoſe. I beg you would endeavor he may have 
it upon reaſonable terms: a circumſtance which 
will add to his ſatisfaction in obtaining it. A dear 
bargain is always diſagrecable, particularly, as it is 
a reflection upon the purchaſer's judgment. There 
are ſeveral circumſtances attending this little villa, 
which (ſuppoſing my friend has no objection to the 
price) are extremely ſuitable to his taſte: the con- 
venient diſtance from Rome, the goodneſs of the 
roads, the ſmallneſs of the building, and the very < 
_ few acres of land around it, which. is juſt enough 
to amuſe, but not em ploy him. To a man of 
the ſtudious turn that Tranquillus is, it is ſufficient | 
if he has but a ſmall ſpot to relieve the mind and 
divert a eye, where he may ſaunter round his 
ä | Rn, 


* 
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grounds, traverſe his ſingle walk, grow familiar 
with his two or three vines, and count his little 


ſhall to you, if you can help him to the purchaſe 


terms of which he ſhall have no occaſion to repent. 7 1 55 
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plantations. I mention - theſe particulars, to let 
you ſee how much he will be obliged to me, as I 


of this little ox, ſo agreeable to his taſte, upon 


- 


Farewel. . 5 
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L. E 7 T E R 1 To Vocontus Rouanvs. 


OME. * not 1 many years bebeld a 
more magnificent and ſolemn ſpectacle, than 

was lately exhibited in the public funeral of that 
great man, the illuſtrious ': and 00 e Vir- 


22 0 fx Sinius 

« The antients deem t to rs e tu adi 2 „bd of 

merit in the perſon who was thus diſtiuguiſhed. Cicero (to 
borrow the obſervation of the excellent Mr. Addiſon,” recom- 

mended Pompey to the Romans for their general upon "three de- 

counts, as he was a man of courage, conduct, and good for tune; 

and not only ylla the dictator, but ſeveral of the Roman em 9 

ti 


rors, as is ſtill to be ſeen upon their medals, among other 
gave themſelves that of fe/ix, or fortunate, 


. * 2 1 
— ach, *r W ** 


—— * ͤ»* ꝶ — 
= - 


—— —— —aU—U——äͤ 2 E—UU— —— — 


— "2 
3 


: . — - ——— , 
. a... „ he, 


_ 


*» — — 929 — — — ** 
— * ' * W 
r 


C ˙ NÄ!Tr ⅛ r! wlMIu . e IE I II'S ©; 


— — — ow Pete 


N: ID — Hei = mt 
Le 2. 


Li — 8 


: > * 
\ & * 
* 


FR 
a ” 


6% The LETTERS D 
| ginius Rufus. Helived thirty Years in the full en- 5 
| joyment of the higheſt reputation; and as he had 
the ſatisfaction to ſee his actions celebrated by poets, 
and recorded by hiſtorians, he ſeems even to have 
anticipated his fame with poſterity. He was thrice 
raiſed to the dignity of. conſul, that he who b re- 

_ fuſed to be the firſt of princes; might at leaſt be 
the higheſt of ſubjects. As he eſcaped the reſent- 
ment of thoſe emperors, to whom his virtues had 

given umbrage and even rendered him odious, | 
and ended his days when this beſt of princes, | 
this © friend of mankind, was in quiet poſſeſſion ' 
of the empire, it ſeems as if providence had pur- 
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At the time of the general defection from Nero, Virgini- 
us was at the head of a very powerful army in Germany, which 
had preſſed him, and even attempted to force him to accept the 
title of emperor. - But he conſtantly refuſed it: adding, that he 
would not even ſuffer it to be given to any perſon but whom the 

_ ſenate ſhould elet. With this army he marched againſt. Vin- 
dex, who had put himſelf at the head of 100, ooo Gauls. Hav- 
ving come up with him, he gave him battle, in which Vindex | 
was ſlain, and his forces entirely defeated.  Aﬀer this victory, 
when Nero's death was known in the army, the ſoldiers re- 

. newed their application to V irginius to accept the imperial dig- 


nity ; and tho one of the tribunes ruſhed into his tent, and threa- 
_ | ten'd that he ſhould either receive the empire, or his ſword thro = 
Bis body, he reſolutely perſiſted in his former ſentiments. But 
+ as ſoon as the news of 'Nero's death was confirmed, and that 
the ſenate had declared for Galba, he prevailed with the army, 
5 with much difficulty, to do ſo. too. Plutarch. in 
The juſtneſs of this glorious title, the friend of mankind, 
which our author here gives to Nerva, is confirmed by the con- 
current teſtimony of all the hiſtorians of theſe times. 185 
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poſely preſerved him to theſe times, that he mi ght 


receive the honor of a public funeral. He arrived, 


in full tranquility and univerſally revered, to the 
84th year of his age, having enjoyed an uninter- 
rupted ſtate of health during his whole life, ex- 
cepting only a paralytic diſorder in his hands, 
which however was attended with no pain. His 


laſt ſickneſs, indeed, was ſevere and tedious ; but 


even the accident that occaſioned it, added to his 
glory. As he was preparing to return his public 
acknowledgments to the emperor, who had raiſed 


him to the conſulſhip, a large volume which he 


accidentally received at that time, too weighty for 
a feeble old man, ſlipp'd out of his hands. In 
| haſtily endeavoring to recover it, the pavement 
being extremely ſlippery, he fell down and broke 


his thigh- bone; which fracture, as it was un- 


ſkilfylly er at firſt, and having beſides the infir- 
mities of age to contend with, could never be 
brought to unite again. The funeral obſequies paid 
to the memory of this great man, have done ho- 
nor to the emperor, to the preſent age, and even 

to eloquence herſelf. The conſul Cornelius Tacitus 
e e pro- 


excellent emperor's ſhort reign ſeems indeed to have been one 
uninterrupted ſeries of generous and benevolent actions; and he 
uſed to ſay himſelf, he had the ſatisfaction of being conſcious 

he had net committed a ſingle act that could give juſt offence 
to any man, Dion. I. 68. 0 
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66 , The LETTERS Book II. 
pronounced his funeral oration : for the ſeries _ 
of his felicities was crowned. by the applauſe of 
the moſt eloquent of orators. He died full of 
years and of glory, as illuſtrious by the honors he 
refuſed, as by thoſe he accepted. Still. however, 
he will be miſſed and lamented by the world, as 
the bright model of a better age; eſpecially by 
myſelf, who not only admired him as a patriot, 
but loved him as a friend, We were not only 1 na- 
tives of the ſame province, and of neighboring 
towns, but our eſtates were contiguous. Beſides theſe 
accidental connections with him, he was alſo left 
guardian to me: and indeed he treated me with 
the affection of a parent. Whenever J offered my 
ſelf a candidate for any em ploy ment, he conſtant- 
ly ſupported me with his intereſt; as in all the 
honors 1 have obtained, tho* he had long ſince 
renounced. all offices of this nature, he would 
. kindly give up the repoſe of - his retirement, and 
come in perſon to folicit for me. Art the time 
when it is cuſtomary for prieſts to nominate ſuch 
as they judge worthy to be received into their ſa- 
cred * office, he conſtantly propoſed me. Even in 
bis laſt ſickneſs I received a diftinguiſhing mark 
4a | „of 


2 © Namely of Augurs. This college, as i by 
* Sylla, confified of fifteen, who were all hs us of the firſt _ 
«« diſtinction in Rome: it was prieſthood for life, of a charac- 
«© ter * which no erime or nn could efface ; it 

3 46 Was 


* 


| Book l. „Ir. 7 
of his affection: being apprehenſive PE might be 
named one of the five commiſſioners RA 
by the ſenate to reduce the public expences, he 
fixed upon me, young as I am, to carry his excu- 
ſes, in preference to ſo many other friends of ſu- 
perior age and dignity ; and in a very obliging 
manner aſſured me, that had he a ſon of his o Wm 
he would nevertheleſs have employed me in that 
office. Have I not ſufficient cauſe then to lament, 
his death, as if i it were immature, and thus pour 
out the fulneſs of my grief in the boſom of my 
friend? if indeed it be reaſonable to grieve at 9 
upon this occaſion, or to eſteem that event death, 
' which to ſuch a man, is rather to be looked upon as 
the period of his mortality than the end of his life. 
He lives, my friend, and will continue. to live for 
ever; and his fame will ſpread farther, and _ 
more celebrated by mankind, now that he is re- : 
moved from their fight.-----I had many other 
things to write to you, but my mind is ſo entire- 
ly taken up with this ſubject, that I cannot call 
it off to any other, Virginius is conſtantly in my 
thoughts; the vain but live'y impreſſions of him 
are continually before my eyes, and I am for ever 


„%% FROM fondly 


4 neceſſary, that every candidate ſhould be PUTT"? to the 
« people by two Augurs, who gave a ſolemn teſtimony upon 


11 oath of his dignity and fitneſs for that office.” 1 $ 
life of Cic. vi. $29: 
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fondly i imagining that 1 hear him, converſe with 
him, and embrace him. There are, perhaps, and 
poſſibly hereafter will be, ſome few who may rival 
him i in virtue; but not one, I am perſuaded, that 
will ever equal him in glory., Farewel. 


> 


11 E 17 R 2. To ns: 


HETHER 1 have reaſon for my rage, 
is not quite ſo clear ; however wonderous 


— 


angry Tam. But love, you know, will fometimes 


be irrational; as it is often ungovernable, and 
ever jealous. ' The occaſion of this my formida- 
ble wrath is great, you muſt allow, were it but 
juſt : yet taking it for granted that there is as 
much truth, as weight in it, I am moſt vehement- 
ly enrag d at your long ſilence. Would you ſoften 


my reſentment? Let your letters for the future be 


very frequent, and very long; I ſhall excuſe you 
upon no other terms ; and as abſence from Rome, 
or engagement in buſineſs, is a plea I can by no 
means admit; ſo that of ill health, the Gods, I 
hope, will not ſuffer you to alledge. As for my 
felf, I am enjoying at my villa the alternate plea- 
ſures of ſtudy and indolence; thoſe happy * 
leges of retired leiſure | Farewel, 


— 


% 


* 


-LETTER 2 | To Nr. if. | 2 


fy Þ 


| = 7E had 1 reeivedt very Ms Po mtv | 
of Iſeus, before his arrival here; but he 


is ſuperior to all that was reported of him. He 
poſſeſſes the utmoſt facility and copiouſneſs of ex- 
preſſion, and his unpremeditated diſcourſes have 


all the propriety and elegance of the moſt ſtudied 


and elaborate compoſition. He ſpeaks the Greek 
language, or rather the genuine Attic. His ex- 
ordiums are polite, eaſy and harmonious;, and, 
when occaſion requires, ſolemn and majeſtic; He 


gives his audience liberty to call for any queſtion 
they pleaſe, and ſometimes even to- name what 
fide of it he ſhall take; when immediately he 


riſes up in all the graceful attitude of an orator, 
and enters at once into his ſubject with ſurprizing 
fluency. His reflections are ſolid, and cloathed-in 
the choiceſt expreſſions, which preſent themſelves 


to him with the utmoſt facility. The eaſe and 


ſtrength of his moſt unprepared diſcourſes, plainly 
diſcovers he has been very converſant in the beſt 
authors, and much accuſtomed to compoſe him- 


ſelf. He opens his ſubject with great propriety; 


his ſtile is clear, his reaſoning ſtrong, his inferences 
juſt, and his figures graceful and ſublime. In a 
1 he at once inſttucts, entertains, and affects 

i, 3 you, 
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” The LETTERS BookIl, 
you, and each in ſo high a degree, that you are 
at a loſs to determine in which of thoſe talents he 
moſt excells. His arguments are formed in all 
the ſtrength and conciſeneſs of the ſtricteſt logic: 
a point not very eaſy to attain even in ſtudied 
compoſitions. His memory is ſo extraordinary, 
that he will repeat what he has before ſpoke ex- 
tempore, without loſing a ſingle word. This won- 
derful faculty he has acquired by great application 
and pracxice; for his whole time is ſo devoted to 
ſubjects of this nature, that he thinks and talks of 
nothing elſe. Tho' he is above ſixty three years | 
of age, he ſtill chooſes to continue in this pro- 
ſeſſion; than which, it muſt be own'd; none 
abounds with men of more worth, ſimplicity and 
integrity. We who are converſant in the real 
contentions of the bar, unayoidably contract a 
certain artfulneſs, however contrary to our natural 
tempers: But the buſineſs of the ſchools, as it 
turns merely upon matters of ĩmagination, affords 
an employment as innocent, as it is agreeable z 
and it muſt, methinks, be particularly ſo to thoſe 
who are advanced in years; as nothing can be 
more deſirable at that period of life, than to enjoy 
thoſe; reaſonable pleaſures, which are the moſt 
pleaſing entertainments of our youth. I. look 
therefore upon Iſeus, not only as the moſt &lo- 
quent, but the moſt happy of men as ſhall cfteern 
1 80 | | you 


Book 1 3 of EEIIWY =. , 
you the moſt inſenſible, if you appear to light | 
his acquaintance. | Let me prevail with you then 5 
to come to Rome, if not upon my account, or 
=. any other, at leaſt for the pleaſure of hearing this 
TY extraordinary perſon. | Do you-remember to have 
8 read of a certain inhabitant of the city of Cadiz, 
who was fo ſtruck with the illuſtrious character of + 
Livy, that he travelled to Rome on purpoſe to 
ſee that great genius; and, as ſoon as he had ſa- 
tisfied his curioſity, returned home again? * 
man muſt have a very inelegant, illiterate, and 
indolent (I had almoſt ſaid a very mean) turn of 
mind, not to think whatever relates to a ſcience 
ſo entertaining, ſo noble and ſo polite, worthy of 
his curioſity. You will tell me, perhaps, you 
have authors in your own ſtudy, equally eloquent. 
I allow it; and thoſe authors you may turn over 
at any time, but you cannot always have an op- 
portunity of hearing Iſeus. Beſides, we are infi- 
935 nitely more affected with what we hear, than what 
we read. There is ſomething in the voice, the 
countenance, the habit, and the geſture of the 
E 4 : ag ſpeaker, 
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a The antients 8 every thing that 3 an 
orator, worthy of their attention, even te his very are. Ovid 
mentions the Habit. as well as the air and mien wof N e 
as expreſſiue of his eloquence: | | 
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ſpeaker, that concur in fixing an impreſſion upon 


the mind, and gives this method of inſtruction 
greatly the advantage of any thing one can receive 
from books: This at leaſt was the opinion of Æſ- 
chines, who having read to the Rhodians a ſpeech 
of Demoſthenes, which they loudly applauded ;.. 
but how, ſaid he, would you have been affected. 
had you heard the orator himſelf thundering out. 


this ſublime. harangue ? Æſchines, if we may be- 


lieve Demoſthenes, had great dignity of utterance ;_ 


yet, you ſee, he could not but confeſs it would 


have beena conſiderable advantage to the oration, if 
it had been pronounced by the author himſelf, in 
all the pomp and energy of his powerful elocution. 
What J aim at by this,. is, to perſuade you to 


come and hear Iſeus; and let me again intreat you 


to do ſo, if for no other reaſon, at leaſt that you 


may have the pleaſure to ſay, you once heard him. 
Farewel. 


E E 


Les yet he ſpeaks, the orator is than? r 
8 all the eloquence of garb and mien. | 


Aud the author of the dialogue de Orat. 403. 1 ſo PO 
to aſſign the uſe of a certain confined habit then in vogue, 
among the reaſons which gave a check to the antient ſpirit 


of eloquence ; as the judicious Quintilian thought it de- 


ſerving his pains, to lay down very preciſe rules upon the 
* ticle of his orator's garments, Vid. Inſt, Orat, L 15.3. 


| Book 1. | Y n as ww 73: | . c 
ae E 12 · R W. To Cava.) Ant 
F. your. father had left 3 So or Fu 
, deed a ſingle one except my ſelf, you might. 
jultiy, perhaps; ſocuple * to enter upon his eſtate, 
Which, with ſuch encumbrances, might prove 8 
burthen too heavy even for one of our ſex to un- 
dertake. But ſince, out of regard to the affinity 
that ſubſiſted between us, I was contented to 
remain the only perſon unſatisfied who had any 
demand upon the eſtate, while other creditors, I 
will not ſay more troubleſome, but certainly more 
cautious, were paid off: and as I contributed, you. 
may remember, 100,000 * ſeſterces towards your 
marriage portion, over and above the ſum your 
father charged upon this eſtate for your fortune, 
5 which may be eſteemed my gift too, as it was to 
be paid out of a fund which was before appropria- 
ted to me When you conſider, I ſay, theſe in- 
ſtances of my friendſhip, you can want no aſſu- 
rance of my favorable diſpoſition towards you. 
In confidence of which you ſhould not ſcruple to 
enter upon this inheritance, and by that means pro- | 
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of his dying inſolvent. But that I may give you a 
more ſubſtantial encouragement to do ſo, than meer 
words, I entirely acquit you of the debt which he 
owed me. Do not ſcruple to receive this preſent 
at my hands, upon the ſuppoſition that I can in 
ſpare ſo large a ſum. It is true, my fortune is but 
moderate: the expences which my ſtation in the 
world requires are conſiderable; while the yearly 
income of my eſtate, from the nature and circum- 
ſtances of it, is as uncertain as it is ſmall; yet 
what J want in wealth, T make up by economy, 
the ſureſt ſource that ſupplies my bounty. I 
mult be cautious, no doubt, not to exhauſt it by 
too much- profuſion; but it is a caution which 1 
a Mall obſerve towards others: with reſpet̃t to 
your ſelf, reaſon, J am ſure, will juſtify my libe- 
rality, tho* it ſhould F excerd wow 4 wad Wanke 
| Farevel. 5 4 * 


LET TE N V. To Lorkncbs. 


Send you at lalt the piece you have ſo en 
deſired, and which 1 have as frequently pro- 
miſed: but it is part of it only; the remainder [ 
am ſtill poliſhing. In the mean while, I thought 
there would be no impropriety in laying before 
you ſuch parts as were moſt correct. I beg you 
would read it with the ſame cloſe attention that I 
wrote 


Book II. FIN. 75 
wrote it; for I never was engaged in any work 
that required ſo much. In my other ſpeeches, my | 
_ diligence and integrity only were concerned; in 
| this, I had to manifeſt my patriotifin. But while 
Idwelt wick pleaſure upon the honor of my native 
country, and thdeavored not only to ſupport its 
rights, but heighten its glory ; my oration ſwelled 
inſenſibly. However I beg you would abridge 5 
it; even in thoſe favorite topics, wherever you find 
reaſon to do ſo: for when J conſider the great de- 
| licacy of my readers, I am fenfible the ſureſt re- 
commendation I can have to their favor, is. by the 
ſhortneſs of the trouble I give them. But at the 
fame time that T abandon my performance to your 
utmoſt ſeverity, in this inſtance, I mutt aſk quar- | 
ter for it in ſome others. Some conſideration 
ought to be had to the taſte of young people, eſpe- 
cially where the ſubject admits of it. In view to 
this, I have given my ſelf a latitude in the defcrip- 
tions of places, which occur frequehtly in this Per- 
formance; and have taken the liberty to treat them 
not only hiſtorically, but poetically. If any alters | 
cxitic ſhould take offence at this, and think it too 
florid for the gravity of this ſort of compoſitions; = 
the other parts of the oration will, I truſt, ſatisfy his 
ſeverity and obtain indulgence for theſe gayer color- 
ings. J have, indeed, endeavored to gain my readers 
by n my mo to their different turns. And 
| | tho; 
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76 The LETTERS Book II. 
tho I am afraid there are ſome paſſages that will 


diſpleaſe particular perſons, as not falling in with 


their peculiar taſte, yet, upon the whole, its variety, 
L imagine, will recommend it in general: as at an 
elegant entertainment, tho we do not, perhaps, taſte 


of every diſh, yet we admire the general diſpoſition 


of the whole; and if we happen to meet with ſome- 
thing not to our palate, we are not the leſs pleaſed 


however with what i is. I am not ſo vain as to pre- 


tend I have actually furniſhed out ſuch an entertain- - 
ment; I would be only underſtood to mean that I 
have attem pted to do ſo. And poſſibly my at- 
tempt may not prove altogether fruitleſs, if you will 
exerciſe your {kill upon hat I now ſend you, and 


ſhall hereafter ſend. You will tell me, I know. 


that you can form no certain judgment till you ſee 
the whole. There is ſome truth in this, Iconfeſs-: 
however, for the preſent you may acquaint your 
ſelf with this detatched part, wherein you will find 
ſome . things, perhaps, that will bear a ſeparate | 
examination. If you were to be ſhewn the head, 
or any. other part of a ſtatue, tho? you could not 


| determine what proportion it bore to the entire 


figure, yet you would beable to judge of the elegan- | 
cy of that particular member. From what other 
principle is it that ſpecimens « of books are handed 
about, but that it is ſuppoſed the beauties of par- 
ticular bung may be ſeen, without taking a view of 
the 


Bock II. of PL ny. 77 
the whole? — The pleaſure I teceive in converſing 


with you has carried me, I perceive, a greater 
length than I intended. But I ſtop here; for it is 


not reaſonable that I, who am for ſetting bounds 


even to a ſpeech, ſhould ſet none to a KT. 


rener. . | e 


LETTER V To Avrevs. 5 


T would be a long hat and of no great 
importance, were I to tell you by what acci- 
| Kine: I (who am not very fond of ſuch parties) 
| ſupped lately with a perſon, who in his own opinion 


treated us with much ſplendor and œconomy; but 


according to mine, in a ſordid, yet expenſive man- 
ner. Some very elegant diſhes were ſerved upto him- 
ſelf and a few more of the company; while thoſe, 
which were placed before the reſt were extremely 


mean. There were in ſmall quantities, three different 


forts of wine ; but you are not to ſuppoſe it was, 
that the guelts might take their choice: on the con- 


trar, that they might not chooſe at all. The beſt 


was for himſelf and his friends of the firſt rank 


the next for thoſe of a lower order, (for, you muſt | 


know, he meaſures out his friendſhip according to 
the degrees of quality) and the third for his 


own and his gueſts freed- men. One who ſat 


near me took notice of this, and aſked me how 1 
ap- 
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„ me LETTERS BokN, 
approved of it? Not at all, I told him. Pray 
then, ſaid he, what is your method on ſuch 
occaſions? Mine, I returned, is, to give all wy. 

company an equal reception ; for when I make an 

invitation, it is in. order to entertain, not diftin- 
guiſh, my company: I ſet every man upon a level 
with my ſelf when I,admit him to my table, not 
excepting even my freed-men, whom I look upon 
at thoſe times to be my gueſts, as much as any of 
the others. At this he expreſſed ſome ſurprize, 
and aſked- ene, if I did not find it a very ex- 
penſive method ? I aſſured him, not at all; and 
that the whole ſecret lay, in being contented to 
drink no better wine my ſelf than I gave to them. 
And certainly if a man is wiſe enough to moderate. 
his own luxury, he will not find it ſo very charge- 
able a thing to entertain all his viſitors in general, 
as he does himſelf. Reſtrain the delicacy of your 
own palate within proper bounds, if you would be 
an œconomiſt in good earneſt. You will find tem- 
perance a much better method of ſaving e expences, 
than ſuch reproachful diſtinctions. It were pity 
a young man of your excellent diſpoſition ſhould be 
impoſed upon by the immoderate luxury which 
prevails at ſome tables, under the notion of fru- 
_ gality. And whenever any folly of this nature falls 
within my obſervation, I ſhall, in conſequence of 
that affection I bear you, point it out to you as an 

8 R SX 
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example which you ought to ſhun. Remember 
therefore, nothing i is more to be avoided than this 
modern con junction of luxury and ſordidneſs 8 
qualities extremely odious when exiſting in diſtinct 
characters, but much more ſo where they meet 
together i in the ſame OF, F wer. 


4 


LETTER, 2 'To Maczms, 


'H E ſenate dec nl yeſterday,. at the re- 
| commendation of the emperory a trium- 
phal ſtatue to Veſtricius Spurinna: not as to many 
others who never ſaw a field of battle, or heard the 
ſound of a trumpet, unleſs at a ſhew ; but as to one 
who by his martial virtues has juſtly merited that 
honor. Spurinna by the power of his arms re- 
ſtored the king of the * Bructeri to his throne 3 and 
this by a victory of all others the moſt noble; 1 
for he ſtruck ſuch a terror into that warlike . 
people, that they ſubmitted at the very firſt 1 
view of his troops. But at the ſame time that 
the ſenate rewarded him as a hero, they conſider- 
g ed him as a father ; and as a conſolation to him 
for the loſs of his ſon Cottius, who died during 
his. abſence upon that expedition, they voted like- 
wiſe a ſtatue to that excellent youth. A very un- 


, 


= 1 peop'e of Ge ſuppoſed to have inhabited the 
country about Rees and Emerick, in the auen of Cleves. 
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uſual honor for one of his early years; but the 
ſervices of the father well deſerved it; and ſo ſevere 
a wound required an extraordinary application. 
Indeed Cottius himſelf gave ſo remarkable a ſpe- 

ceimen of the nobleſt qualities, that it is but rea- 

ſonable his life, which had ſo ſhort a period, ſhould 
be extended, as it were, by this kind of immorta- 
lity. The purity of his manners, and the gravity 
of his behavior created him ſuch reſpe&, that he 
well deſerves to equal thoſe venerable perſons in ho- 
nor, whom he rivaled in virtue: an honor, if I 
miſtake not, conferred not only i in memory of the 
deceaſed youth, and in conſolation to the ſurviving 
father, but for the ſake of public example. The 
young men of this age will be hence encourag- 
ed to cultivate every worthy principle, when they 
ſee ſuch diſtinguiſhing rewards beſtowed upon 
one of their own years: at the ſame time that 
men of quality will rejoice in having a nume- 
rous iſſue, while they may expect the ſatisfaction 
of leaving a "worthy race behind, if their children 
ſurvive him; or ſo glorious a conſolation, if 

* they ſurvive their children. For the ſake of 
che public therefore I am glad that a ſtatue is 
decreed to Cottius: and ſo indeed I am upon 
my own; for. I loved this accompliſhed · youth 
as ardently, as I now tenderly regret him. It will 

be a great ſatisfaction to me to ſee this figure every 
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now 2 then as I paſs. by, and to ſtop ſome - 


times to contemplate it. If there is a pleaſure in 


looking upon the pictures of departed friends in 


our own houſe, how much more thoſe public re- 
preſentations of them, which are not only memo - 
rials of their air and countenance, but of their 
nen Faun it fe ay und 


«a * 
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OW is, my friend ee Is it in the 
pleaſures of ſtudy, or in thoſe of the field? 
Or does he unite both together, as he well may; 
on the banks of our favorite * Larius? The fiſh 
in that noble lake will ſupply you with ſport of 
br - as the woods that ſurround it will 


ſequeſtered ſcene. will at the ſame time diſpoſe 
your mind to contemplation. Whether you are 
entertained. with all, or any of theſe agreeable | 
amuſements, far be it that I ſhould fay I envy 
you; but, I muſt confeſs, 1 greatly regret that I 


cannot partake of them too ; a happineſs I as ear- - 


neſtly long for, as a man in a fever does for drink 
to allay his thirſt, or baths and fountains to 


R 8 * 


r 4 

d Now called Lago 4 Como, in the Milaneze: Clos; 
the place where Pliny was born, and near to which Caninius 
had a country houſe, e 
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aſſuage his heat. Shall I never break looſe (if 1 
may not diſentangle myſelf) from theſe ties that 
thus cloſely with - hold me? I; doubt indeed, ne- 
ver; for new affairs are daily increaſing, while 
yet the former remain upfinifh'd: ſuch an endleſs 
train of buſineſs riſes "_ me, a ee 
chains ll faſter ! Farcluakurs F gd; bar N10 lg 
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A M extremely anxious: for the ſucceſs f 
dhe paition, which Euritius has prefertd to 
— ſenate; and I feel for my friend, hat- I never 
felt for myſelf. My credit and character arg, in- 
deed, in ſome meaſurę at iſtake. Iohęggined for 
bim of Cæſar che honor of wearing the Laſiclaua, 
and the office of Quæſſor 5: as it e N ny in- 
tereſt that he was indulged! with utbe privilege. of 
petitioning for the Tribunare ::whichy if che ſenate 
beuld refuſe him, I ami ufraid it Hl be thought 
Timpoſed upon the emprror. I mn: therefore in 
ſupport vf impown charater, Endeavor, Ahat the 
eee eee opinion 
e eiae bas 20 10 . 1 2d erer | 
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9 The Laticlave was ſome honorable diſtinction Lage in 
the wy of "_ republic, to . rh, 7 z bet whether @ par- 
e SH 0 Ai, ornament. upon ir, the 

rn as greed: tho” 10525 75 encral opinion is, that 


| "of purple, ſewedu Pon the forg t of their 
tune, 254 Fe 0 the middle of © bre aft.” . 
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preſentation. But if I were not obliged for theſe 


reaſons to intereſt my ſelf in the fucteſs of Euri- | 


tius, yet his probity, good ſenſe, and learning 
would incline me to aſſiſt him with my utmqt 
Power; as indeed, he and his whole family are 


deſerving. of the higbeſt applauſe, -- His farher;- 


Euritius Clarus, is a man of ſtrict honor and ad 
tient ſimplicity of manners; an able, eloquent 
and experienced advocate, and defends every cauſe 
he undertakes, with a courage and integrity equal 


to his great modeſty. Septitius, his Uncle, 1 


one of the moſt plain, open, ſincere and candid: 


men I ever knew. There is a friendly eontention 


amongſt them who ſhall ſhew me moſt affection : 
which I. am perſuaded they all give me in an 


7 


equal degree. I have now an opportunity of 


obliging the whole family, in the ſingle perſon of 
Euritius; for which purpoſe, I warmly ſolicit all my 
friends, go about to every place of public reſort, 
and, in a word, exert my whole power and ere- 
dit to-ſerve him. I muſt beg of you likewiſe'tg 
take ſome ſhare of this trouble with 'me : I will 
return vou the ſame good office whenever you 
Wall require it, and even without your requeſt. 
As you have many friends, admiters, and depen! 


dents, it is but ſhewing your ſelf a well-wiſher | 


to Euritius in this affair, and numbers will be 


COA 


ready to ſecond your inclinations,  Farewel. 
ee eee 210 WWE 
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LETTER A. To Ocravivs. | 


"ap. p 


0 U are ons a 2 e Lhad RY : 
| moſt ſaid, a moſt cruel man, thus to with- 


hold from the world ſuch excellent compoſitions ! 


How long do you intend to deny your friends the 
pleaſure of your verſes, and your ſelf the glory of 
them? Suffer them, I entreat you, to come 
abroad, and to be admired; as admired they un- 
doubtedly will be, where ever the Roman lan- 
guage is underſtood. The public, believe me, 
has long and earneſtly expected them, and you 
ought not to diſappoint or delay it any longer. 
Some few poems of yours have already. gontrary 
to your inclinations indeed, broke their pri- 
fon and eſcaped to light: theſe if you do not 
collect together, ſome perſon or other will claim 
the agreeable wanderers as their own. Re- 
member, my friend, the mortality of human 
nature, and that there is nothing ſo likely to 
preſerve your name, as a monument of this kind : 
all others are as frail and periſhable as the men 
whole memory they pretend to perpetuate. You 
will ſay, 1 ſuppoſe, as uſual, let my friend ſee 
to that. May you find many whoſe care, fide- 


5 lity and learning render them able and willing to 


undertake ſo conſiderable a charge ! Bur ſurely it 
is not Altogether prudent to expect from others, 
what 


| Book ' | _ oF PLINY.- . 
what a man will not do for himſelf. However, 
as to publiſhing of them, I will preſs you no far= _ 
ther ; be that when you ſhall think proper. But 
let me, at leaſt, prevail with you to recite them, 
that you may be more diſpoſed to ſend them a- 
broad; and may receive the ſatisfaction of that 
applauſe, which I will venture, upon very juſtt 
grounds, to aſſure you of before hand. I pleaſe 
myſelf with imagining the croud, the admiration, 
the applauſe, and even the filence that will attend 
you; for the ſilence of an audience, when it pro- 
ceeds from an earneſt deſire of hearing, is as 
agreeable to me as the loudeſt approbation. Do 
not then, by this unreaſonable reſerve, defraud 
your ladors any longer of a fruit ſo certain and 
ſo defirable ; if you ſhould, the world, I fear, will 
be apt to charge you with careleſſneſs and in- = 
dolence, or, perhaps, with timidity. Farewel. 


y 


"OU take pleaſure, I know, in hearing of 

any thing that is tranſacted in the ſenate, 

| _ worthy of that auguſt aſſembly; for tho' love of 

| eaſe has called you into retirement, your heart {till 
retains its zeal for the honor of the public. Ac- . 
cept then the following account of what lately paſſed 

im that venerable body: a tranſaction for ever me- 

3 | morable 
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| Borte b By its importance, and not only remark- 
able by the quality of the perſon concerned, but 
uſeful by tlie ſeverity of the example. Marius 
Priſeus, formerly Proconſul of Africa, -being im“ 
peached by that provihee, inſtead of entering up- 
vn his defence; petitioned that a commiſſion of ſe- 
ſect jodges fight be appoitited for his tryal. Cor- 
Helius Tacitus and my ſelf, being aſſigned by the 
ſenate counſel for that province; thought it our 
duty to inform the holiſe; that the crimes al- 
kedged againſt Priſcus, were of too atrocious a 
Hatüre k fall within the cognizance of an inferior 
eburt: for he was charged with venality in the ad- 
minliſtration 6f Juſtice, and even ſelling the lives 
ok the fabtent. Fronts Ciits tobd up dn his fa- 
vor, And moved thit the Wliole enquiry might be 
confifta ko the fingle article of Bribery 3 diſpliy- 
ing upon this occaſion all the force of that pa- 
thetic eloquence he is maſter of, in order to raiſe 
the compaſſion of the ſenate. The debates grew 
warm, and the members „e much divided in 
their ſentiments. Some were of opinion, that it 
Was à matter which did not legally come under the 
enquiry of the ſenate: others, that the houſe was 
at Uberty 18 proceed upon it or not, as it ſaw 
proper; and that the method of bringing him to 
Fo mrs . to be as oh, rk as his 
* crimes. 


# 
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"le At lost Julius Ferex, ths NP 

a man of great worth and integtity, propoſed that 
judges ſhould be granted him proviſionally, and in 
the mean while, that thoſe perſons ſhould be pro- 
ceeded againſt, to whom it was alledged he had ſold 
innocent blood. Not only the majority of the ſe- 
nate gave into this opinion; but, after all the 

contention that had been raiſed, it was unanimouſix 
received. From whence I could not but obſerve, 

that ſentiments of compaſſion, tho? they at firſt 
operate with great violence, ſubſide at length, and 
give way to the cool dictates of reaſon and judg- 
ment: thus it happens, that numbers will defend 
by joining in the general cry, what they would ne- 
ver calmly propoſe by themſelves... The truth i is, 
there is no diſcerning an object in a crowd, one muſt 
take it aſide, if one would view it in its true light. 
Vitellius Honoratus, and Flavius Martianus, the 
' perſons who were ordered to be ſummoned, wert 

brought before the houſe; Honoratus was charged 
with having given three hundred thouſand ſeſter - 
ces to procure a ſentence of baniſhment againſt a 
Roman knight, asalſothe capital conviction of ſeven 
of his friends. Againſt Martianus it was alledged; 
that he gave ſeven hundred thouſand®, that another 
F 4 4, Roma 
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Roman knight might be condemned to ſuffer vari- 
ous tortures; which was accordingly executell, and 
the unhappy man was firſt Whiped, aftewdrds ſent | 


to work in the mines, and at laſt ſtrangled. i in pri- 


fon, But the death of Honoratus, prevented the ju · 


ſtice of the ſenate upon him. Martianus however f 


appeared, but without Priſcus. Tullius Cerealis, 
therefore, who had been formerly conſul, thought 


proper to move that Priſcus, agreeably to his pri- 


vilege as a ſenator, might have notice of what they 
were going upon: whether it was becauſe he 
thought his being preſent would raiſe more com- 
paſſion, or more reſentment towards him; or be- 

cauſe, as I am inclined to believe, he thought it moſt 
equitable, as the charge was againſt them both, ſo 


they ſhould both join in the defence, and be acquit- 


ted or condemned together. The affair was ad- 
journed to the next meeting of the ſenate, which 

was the moſt auguſt and ſolemn I was ever preſent 
at. The emperor himſelf (for he was conſul) preſi- 

ded. It happened likewiſe to be the month of Ja- 
nuary ', a ſeaſon remarkable upon many accounts, 
and particularly for the great number of ſenators 
it always brings together: moreover the impor- 


| tance of the cauſe, the noiſe it had made in the 


world, the expectation that had been raiſed by the 
ſeveral 


a In this month the fan mages Hs u their 
* po 


* 


Haas FLINT Wy 
ſeveral. 1 together with that innate 
diſpoſition in mankind to acquaint themſelves 
with every thing great and uncommon, drew: the 
people together from all parts. Image to your (elf 
the concern and anxiety we, who were to ſpeak be- 
fore ſuch an awful aſſembly, and in the preſence 
of the prince, muſt feel. I have often pleaded in 
the ſenite; as indeed there is no place where 
l am more favorably heard; yet, as if the ſcene 
had been entirely new to me, I found my ſelf 
under an unuſual fear upon this occaſion. Be- 
ſides, there was ſomething in the circumſtances 
of the perſon accuſed, which added confiderably 
to the difficultics I laboured under: a man, once 
of conſular dignity, and a member of the ſacred 
college, now ſtood before me ſtripped: of all his 
honors. It was a painful office, I thought, to ac- 
cuſe one who appeared already condemned; and 
for whom therefore, tho' his crimes were enor- 
mous, compaſſion took its turn, and ſeemed to 
plead in his behalf. However, I recollected my 
| ſelf enough to begin my ſpeech z and the applauſe 
I received, was equal to the fears I had ſuffered. 
I ſpoke almoſt five hours ſucceſſively, (for they in- 
dulged me above an hour beyond the time at firſt 
allotted to me) and what at my firſt ſetting out 
had moſt contributed to raiſe my apprehenſions, 
8 . in Var event e to my advantage. The 


. 
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| goodneſs,. the care of the emperor (I dare not ſay 
his anxiety) were ſo great towards me, that he fre- 
quently ſpoke to one of my attendants, who ſtood 
dehind me, to deſire me to ſpare my ſelf; ima- 
gining I ſhould exert my ſtrength beyond what 
the weakneſs of my conſtitution would admit. 
Claudius Marcellinus replied in behalf of Martianus. 
| After which the aſſembly broke up till the next 
1 day; for the © evening coming on, there was not 
time to proceed farther. The next day, Salvius 
Liberalis, a very clear, artful; ſpirited and eloquent 
orater, ſpoke in defence of Priſcus: and he exert- 
ef all his talents upon this occaſion. C. Tacitus 
replied to him with great eloquence, and a certain 
dignity which diſtinguiſnes all his ſpeeches. Fronto 
Carius roſe. up a ſecond time for Priſcus, and in a 
very fine ſpeech, endeavored, as indeed the caſe 
required, rather ro foften the judges, than defend 
his client. The evening coming on, the ſenate 
proceeded no farther that day, but met the next, 
and enteted upon the proofs. It was ſomething 
very noble, and worthy of antient Rome, to ſee the 
ſenate, - adjourned only by the night, thus aſſemble 
nico nt) ode io brag wed ole ag] 


* Tt was not lawful, ſays. one of the commentators, for 
tte ſenate to fit before ſun-riſe, nor after ſin-ſet, and quotes 
Gellius in ſupport of this opinion. But either this cuſtom was 
not received in Pliny 's time, or Gellius muſt be underſtood to 
mean what Mr: Kennet expreſly ſays, that no decree of the 
ſenate could paſs after ſun- et. For that the houſe actually ſat 
After that time, appears from B. 4. Let. 9. Dixit in noctem, 
&t,ue etiam note, illati; luccr..ts, | Fo 


— 


for three days, ate The excellend Cornutus 


Tertullus, conſul elect, ever firm in the cauſe. S : 
of truth, moved that Marius ſhould pay into 
the treaſury the f 500,000 ſeſterces he. had re- | 


ceived, and be baniſhed Italy; He was for ex- 
tending the ſentence ſtill farther againſt Martianus, 
and baniſhing' him even Africa. He concluded 


with ſaying, that Tacitus and T having faithfully 


and diligently diſcharged the parts aſſigned to 
us, the ſenate declared, we had executed our 
truſt to their ſatisfaction. The conſuls elect, and 
| thoſe who had already enjoyed that office, agreed 
with Tertullus, except Pompeius: he propoſed 
That Priſcus ſhould pay the ſeven hundred thou- 
ſand ſeſterces into the treaſury, but to ſuffer no 
other puniſhment than what had been already i in- 
flicted upoſ him for s extortion : as for Martianus, 

he was for having him baniſhed for five years only. 
There was a large party for both opinions, and 
perhaps the majority ſecretly inclined to the 
milder ſentence; for many of thoſe who appeared 


at firſt to agree with Tertullus, ſeemed afterwards 


to join with Pompeius. But upon a diviſion of 


the houſe, all thoſe who ſtood near the conſuls, 


went over to the ſide of Tertullus. Pompeius 8 


8 


* n „ 1 


| ER Gee which related to his taking three reg thouſand 
ſeſterces of him, could not, it ſeems, be proved, * 
$ A forfeiture of four times * ſum received; | 
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party obferving this, deſerted him, and went over 

too; ſo that he was extremely exaſperated againſt 

thoſe who had urged him to this vote, particular- 
ly againſt Regulus, whom he upbraided for aban- 
doning of him in a ſtep, which he himſelf had 
adviſed. There is, indeed, fuch an inconſiſtency 
in the general character of Regulus, that he is at 

once both bold and timorous. Thus ended thizs * 

important tryal ; but there remains a conſiderable 

' part of the buſineſs ſtill behind. Ir is concerning 

Hoſtilius Firminus, lieutenant to Marius Priſcus, 
who is ſtrongly charged with being an accomplice 
with him : for it appears by the accounts of Mar- 

tianus, and by a ſpeech which he made in an af- 

ſembly of the people at Leptis*, that he had exact- 

ed fifty thouſand * degarii of Martianus z that he 
was otherwiſe acceſſary to the wicked adminiſtra- 
tion of Priſcus; and that he received ten thouſandæ 
ſeſterces under the title of his perfumer; an office 
perfectly adapted to one of his effeminate deli- 
cacy. It was agreed, at the motion of Tertullus, 
to proceed againſt him, at the next meeting of the 
ſenate; for, either by accident or deſign, he was at 7 


4 I AM \ 


A In Africa. 3 e 1 

About 14581. of our movey. The Denarius was the 
chief filver coin among the Romans. Mr. Greaves (who, as 
Dr. Arbuthnot obſerves, may be juſtly reckoned a claſſical au- 
thor upon this ſubj ect) has valued it at ſeven pence three far- 
things. [Tab. Coins, 1.] But to avoid fractions, it is here con- 
lidered as only equivalent to {even pence Engliſh, | 
* About 801. of our money. | | 
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Wat Iv. „ 
his time abſent.— Thus have I give you an ac- 
count of what is doing in town. Let me know in 
return, the news of the country; how your groves 
and your vineyards, your corn and your fine flocks 
of ſheep floriſh? In a word, if you do not ſend 
me a long letter, you muſt expect to be puniſhed 
in your own way, and to receive ane A 
che future, none but MAES ones. ann 


"2 


LETTER: Xl. To a. Jams. 12-38 


H E remaining part of the enquiry, which 
1 mentioned to you in my former letter, 
concerning the affair of Priſcus, is at laſt, I wWill 
not ſay compleated as it ought, however it is finiſh- 
ed. Firminus being brought before the : ſenate; 

made ſuch a ſort of defence as a man generally 
does who is conſcious of detected guilt. The con- 
ſuls elect were much divided what judgment to 
give. Cornutus Tertullus moved he ſhould: be 
expelled the ſenate: but Nerva, with wonderous 
acuteneſs! propoſed, that he ſhould be only 
declared for ever incapable of holding the office 
of Proconſul: and this, as it had the appearance of 
a milder ſentence, prevailed ; tho? in truth it is 
of all others the moſt ſevere. For can any ſitua- 
tion be more .. chan to be obliged to un- 
. dergo 
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dergo che fatigue of 2. member of the ſenate, at 
the lame time that one is cut off from all hopes 

N of enjoying thoſe. honors, to which a ſenator is 
entitled ? And after having received ſuch an ignomi- 
ny Were it not better to be for ever buried in re- 
titement, than to be marked opt by ſo conſpi- 

cuous a ſtation; to the view and ſcorn of the warld 


Beſides, to conſider this with reſꝑect to the public, 
what can be more unbecoming the majeſty of the 


ſenate, than to ſuffer a perſon to retain a ſeat in 
that auguſt aſſembly, after having been publicly 
cenſured by it? What can be more indecent than 
r the , criminal-to be ranked with his judges b 
ſoria man excluded the Proconſulſnip, betauſe he 
bochated infamauſly as a lieutenant, to ſit in | 
judgment upon Procanſuls? far one proved guilty 


Ff extortion, to condemn. or acquit others of the 


ne erimes ? Yet theſe reſlectiogs, it ſeems, made 
nodmprtſſion upon the majority. | Votes go by 
number, not weight; vor can it be otheryile 
in aſſamblies of this Kind, where nothing is more 
unequal than that equality which: prevails in them 
ortho?! ever member has the ſame right of ſut- 
9 Oy" member inne aſs nnd * 


The K 'entenant. axcomp — the Procon ul or er 
for the udging of inferior cavfes, and 3 


rns, eyerꝝ thing of mo K t 
eee 
e Wee 


1 to direct it. Ae e 
promiſe I gave you in my daſt letter, which by *. 
fallen the meſſenger) has reached your hands 3 for 
IL truſted the conveyance of it to one, of whaſe 
diligence and fidelity 1 am well aſſured. I hope 
you will now, on your part, make me a8 full a 
return for this and my former a ee 
Are ein een ru 1669 Tr gant; 21h 2 ! 
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7” 1 know, you gladly e every: op- 
X portunity of obliging me, ſo there is np 
an obligation. I apply to you, therefore, pre- 
ferably to any body elſe, for a favor which I am 
extremely deſirous of obtaining. To who are 
at the head of a very conſiderable army, have 
many opportunities of exerciſing your generolityz © 
and the length of time you have enjoyed that paſt, 
muſt have enabled you to provide for all your 
own friends, I bope you will now turn your eyes 
upon ſome of mine: they are but a few indeed, 
for whom I ſhall ſolicit you; tho your generous 
- diſpoſition, I know, would be better pleaſed 
if the number were greater. But it would ill 
come me to trouble you with recommending 
| . N 
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more than one or two; at preſent I wilt only 
mention Voconius Romanus. 
great diſtinction among the Roman knights; and 


His father was of 


his father-in-law, or, as I might more properly call 


him, his ſecond father, (for his affectionate treat · 
ment of Voconius entitles him to that appellation,) 
was ſtill more conſpicuous; | His mother was one 


of the moſt conſiderable ladies of Upper Spain: 
you know what character the people of that pro- 
vince bear, and how remarkable they are for the 
ſtrictneſs of their manners. As for himſelf, he has 
been lately admitted into the ſacred order of Prieſt- 
hood. Our friendſhip began with our ſtudies, and 
we were early united in the cloſeſt intimacy. We 


ved together under the ſame roof, in town 
and country; as he ſhared with me my moſt 


ſerious and my gayeſt hours: and where, indeed, 
could T have found a more faithful friend, or 


| more agreable companion: ? In his converſation, 


and even in his very voice and  countehance, ; 
there is the moſt amiable ſweetneſs ; as at the 


bar he diſeovers an elevated genius, an eaſy and 
bartmonious elocution, a clear and penetrating ap- 
| Prehenſion. ? He has be happy a A1 . 1 1 
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f - 1 appears "Fa this, ad 2 5 Fe es in | theſe 
letters, that the artof epjſtolary writing 22 eſteemed by the 
Romans, i in the number 41 * and nnn 
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from his ſon, of his genius in this way. {ad Att. I. xv, 16, 17, 
It ſeems indeed to have formed part of their edueation 3 4s 
in the opinion of Mr. Lock it well deſerves to have a ſhare in 
ours. The writing of le eters, (as that judicious author ob- 


4 ſerves.) enters fo 8 into all the occaſions of life, that 


no gentleman can avoid ſhewing 


| himſelf. in compoſitions of 
1 this kind. Octurrences will daily force him to make this 
<* uſe of his pen, Which lays open his breeding, his ſenſe, - 
and his abilities, to a ſeverer examination than any oral diſj- 


4 courſe. Treat. on Edue. 86.) Pliny was of the ſame 


— 


method of ſtudy to one who deſired his ſentiments upon that 


kind. It is to be wondered we have ſo few Writers in our 
own language, who deſerve to be pointed out as models upon 
ſuch an occaſion. After having named Sir William Temple, 
it would be difficult, perhaps, to add a ſecond. The elegant 
writer of Mr. Cowley's life, mentions him as excelling in 


opinion, * that letters which between familiar-fri 
if they are written as they ſhould be, can ſcarce ever 


what, no Won. would have been well worth its — 150 1warp 


A late diſtinguiſhed genius treats the very attempt as ridiculous, - - 


and profeſles grove? 4A mortal enemy to what they call a 
fine 12 His averſion however was not ſo ſtrong but he 


knew how to conquer it when he thought pro 3 br I 


letter which cloſes his correſpondence with Biſho Bibop een 
is, 8 the moſt genteel and manly 
to a friend in — fine Taten is, a fine cool 


23 
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Bock II. LIN T. „ 
lary writing, mee you to read his letters, you 
would imagine they had been dictated * by the 
r nee 2 mn hint with- a more: _ 


 _—_ find Cicero m 3 with 5 3 in br * 
of his letters to Atticus, the elegant ſpecimen he had received 


opinion; for in a ſubſequent letter, ä 2 * 
head, he particularly recommends to him performances of this 


this uncommon talent; but as that author declares himſelf of 


« fit to ſee the light,” the world is untuckily deprived 0 N | 
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my power; as I have lately obtained for him of 
the v emperor, the © privilege granted to thoſe who 
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equal ardor. Even in the earlier part of our 
_ 4lives; I warmly embraced every opportunity of 


doing him all the good offices which then lay in 


have three children: a favor which tho Cæſar 


| very rarely beſtows, and always with great, cau- 


tion, yet he conferred,” at my requeſt, in fuch a 
manner, as co give | it the air and grace of being his 
own choice. The beſt way of ſhewing that I think 
de deſerves the obligations he has already received 
from me, is, by adding more to them, eſpecially 
as he always accepts my good offices with To much 
- -gratitude- as to merit farther. Thus I have given 
vou a faithful account of Rojnativs, and informed 
vo how: thoroughly 1 haue experienced his worth, 
and, how eh 1 Saks, hub, Sf me intrear you 
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wo 
writing, - Mr. Gay's s letter Dre 1 two lovers ho 
Were ſtruck... dead with the ſame flaſh of c is a 

- maſter-piece of the ſort ; and the ſpecimen he has there given 
of his talents for this ſpecies: of compoſition, makes © 


* 9 
* 


my to be regretted we have not more from, the hand: w 


might then have equalled, if nat excelled, our beighbors * 
French in this, as we have in every other branch o pollte lite- 
ature, and have we aun a name among our own countrymen to 
. © Won 1 hy a | 
ra 
WE fps, lay pal 56a: ie was . ee hat- 
ever citizen, gf. pa had Fr Idren, oul en cuſed 
from all trbubleſome offices Whete he lived. 125 nice the 
em perors. ſometimes extended to thoſe who, „were bos legally 
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to. honor him with your patronage i in a Way fuir- 
able to the generoſity of your heart, and the 
eminence of your ſtation. But above all, admit 
| him. into a ſhare of your affection; for tho you 
were to confer upon him the utmoſt you have in 
your power to beſtow, you can give him nothing 
ſo valuable as your friendſhip... That yo may 
ſee he is worthy of it, even to the higheſt degree 
of intimacy, I. have ſent you this ſhort ſketch of 
his character. I ſhould continue my interceſſions 
in his behalf, but that I am ſure you do not love 
to be prefied, and I have alrcady repeated them 
in every line of this letter: for to-ſhew a juſt 
reaſon for what one aſks, is to interceed PP 
Om" manner. Farewel. 1 


PEE LETTER Av. To Maxnuvs, 


7 ou and” REF ; 1 am 2 vey deal 
. - weary, of pleading before the Centumviri. 
The buſineſs one is englged in there, has more of 
fatigue than pleaſure. The cauſes are generally of 
5 ſmall, moment, and it ig very ſeldom that any thing 
Jn conſiderable, either from the importance of the 
queſtion, or the rank of the perſons concerned, 
comes before them. There is this farther diſagree- 
able circumſtance attending it, that there are very, 
few lawyers who frequent this court,” with whom I 
Gan take any fort of ſatisfaction in being engaged. 
SB "Tha 


— 


FRO 


* 


100 The LETTERS 


The greater part i: is compoſed of 4 parcel of impu- 
dent, obſcure Young men, who come hither raw and 
unpractiſed from the ſchools, with fo muck irre- 
verence and impropriery, chat my friend Attilius 
with great juſtneſs obſerved, . our youth ſet out at 


. the bar wich Centumviral cauſes, as they do at 


ac ſchool with Homer,” intimating, that in both 
places they begin where they ſhould end. But i in 
former times (to uſe an old man's phraſe) ĩt was not 
cuſtomary for the youth, even of the beſt families, 
to appear in this court, unleſs introduced by ſome 
perſon of Conſular dignity: ſo much reſpect did 
our anceſtors bear to this, noble profeſſion. But 
"now, fince every fence of modeſty and reverence is 
broken down, and all diſtinctions levelled and con- 
founded, the youth of our days are ſo far from 


waiting to be introduced, that they rudely ruſh in 


_uninyited. The audience that follow them are. fir 
"attendants for fuch orators; a lo rout of hired tmer- 
cenaries, aſſembling themſelves in the middle of 
the court, here the dole i is dealt round to them as 


; openly, as if they were in 4 dining- room: and at this 


noble price they run from court to court! The 


Geeks have a name in their language for this fort 


of people, importing that they are applauders by 
Profeſſion® Aid We ftigmatize them with the op- 
probridus title off rable-Mitterers : yet the meannels 
erer to in both languages Encreaſes OY day. 


wand l 1D fiel T 220 
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5 Is was but yeſterday two of my ſervants, mere 

ſtriplings, were hired for this goodly officeat the 
price of three * denarii: ſuch is the caſy purchaſe 
of | Eloquence ! Upon theſe honorable terms, we 
fill our benches and gather a circle 1 .and thus it i$ 
thoſe unmerciful. ſhouts are raiſed, when a man 
who ſtands in the middle of the ring gives the 
vord: For you muſt know, theſe honeſt; fellows, 
who underſtand nothing of what is ſaid, or if they 
did, could not hear it, would be at a. loſs, with- 


out a ſignal, how to time their applauſe : for. thoſe | 


that do not hear a ſyllable are as clamorous as any 
of the reſt. If at any time you ſhould. happen to 


paſs by while the court is ſitting, and would know 


the merit of any of our advocates, you have no 
_ occaſion, to give yourſelf the trouble of liſten- 
ing to them: take it for a rule, he that has the 
loudeſt commendations, deſerves them the leaſt. 


Largius Licinius was the firſt. who gave riſe to 


this cuſtom; but then he went no farther than to 
ſolicit an audience. 1 remember to have heard 
my tutor Quinctilian fay,. that Domitius Aﬀer, as 
he was pleading before the Centumyiri, with his 


uſual grave and ſolemn manner, heard on a ſud- | 


den a moſt immo derate and unuſual noiſe z be- 
| ing a hos deal ſurpriſed he left off: the cla- 


4 | 5G 3 ; : - mor 3 


a About one ſhilling and deven pence farthing of our 
money. 
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mor ceaſed,” and be began again: he was interrupt- 
el 4 fecond time, and à third. At laſt he en- 
quired u ho ie was that was ſpeaking? He was told, 
Licimfins. Aar faid he, Elpquente is no more ! The 
truth is; it then only began to deeline, when in 
Kfer's opittion, it was entirely periſhed / whereas 
| now it is althoft utterly loſt and extinct. I am 
Ahached to Tay with whit an unmanly eloeution 
the brators dehver themſelves, arid with what 
= Tqucakittg” applauſe they ure received ;' nothing 
Teens wanting to compleat this ſing · ſong \orato» 
ty, but the claps, or rather che muſic of the 
Habe, At prefent we chodſt t expreſs our adini- 
kation by à kind of howling (for I cant tall it by 
1e biher tim) which wowld be indecent even in 
the theatre. Hitherto che inteteſt of my friends, 
and the cofideration of my early time of life las 
Ictainetl me in this court: fot it would be thought, 
T feat, rather to proceed frbm indolencey/ chan a 
ut indignation at theſe indetencits, were I yet 
6 leave it ; however 1 come there leſs frequent- 
h chan ufa, 3 nh-pon 
elk. Pakenen * 
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TOW: goes on your old. . * Mark 75 
| and how do you approve of ygur-new pur- 
| 4 Has it as many beauties in your eye now | 
as before you: bought. it > That would be extraor-, 
dinarx indeed |, for an object in paſſcſſion ſeldom: 
retains the ame charms it. had in purſnit.. As for 
my ſelf, the eſtate left me by my mother uſes me. 
but ill however I value it for her ſake, and am 
beſides, grown à good deal inſenſible hy a long 
courſe. of bad treatment. Thus, fręquent com- 
. of, 
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4 ern for my intereſt, When you adviſe me 
© bool pos the ccc pf, N ne 
appointed me one of his co- heir Nas void, be- 

* ee ee cauſe 


® One of the antient diviſions of Italy, comprehending part 
of what is now called the farther Abruzzo. 

d A codieil, by the antient civil law, was a leſs ſolemn 
kind of will ; whereia it was not neceſſary to obſerve ſo ſtrictly 
the ceremonies preſcribed by the law for a will. But no le- 
gacy given by a codicil was. valid, unleſs confirmed by the 

will, which was eſteemed its baſis. This however, by later 


3 was altered. Vid. Juſt. Inſt, T. 25.1. 2. 
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cauſe it is not confirmed by his will. That the law | 
in this caſe eſteems it invalid, I well know; and it 
is a point to which even thoſe who are ignorant of 
every other, are uſually no ſtrangers. But I have 
a law of my o, which I ſhall always religiouſly. 
obſerve ; and that is, punctualiy to perform the 
will of the dead, tho it may want the eſſentlal 
forms. This codicil, beyond all manner of doubt, 
is of Aciliatius's own hand-writing t therefore tho“ 
it is not confirmed by his will, I ſhall be en 
by it as ſtriltly : as if it were: eſpecially as there is 
no dangir that any villainous informer can wh” 


| advantage” of this miſtake! If indeed there was 


any hazard, that what 1 give to che legatees in the 
codicil would be ſeized as forfeited to the uſe of 


the public, 1 ſhould perhaps act with more de- 
liberation: but as the forfeiture: in this taſe is 


merely for the benefit of the heir, and he may 


diſpoſe of what accrues to him as ſuch, in the 
manner he thinks proper nothing hinders, ſince 
the law does not, my obſerving that mh ma * 


have laid down to my ſelf, F ærewel. "15 
2 b 
— — 
k of ®, 9 +, 
+ 3 4 * ! } 271 1 - 
1 Irn, 
* — ME" "4 : 
| RR” 
: | 85 £ 
eise 59 2 
24 1130 , | 
6 # N 
K. 153 $444 FD ps 1 
a ö LET: 
— 


- | A 5 Wy. | | | 


* 


6 8 * . 2s 
— J f ON 
y F 4 1 ; 
* LI 
5 2 
r 


. 4 1 0 
s 1 1 eee 9 rr WY 913 3 * a 1 "My , 

S £ l 1 7 4 7 % 2 ; 5 73 ; +4 84 3 Ys 

* 32%. N RT oth „ „ s tr e 78 4 N * r * 3 * 
8 k - * 7 j " 
4 , 1 5 
» £ 2 : { & ” 1 y * - * 6 3 * PR 0 ALLUS, - a Foy 
f 1 2 W 1 * F 3 & + & s oo #6 HA * . a 1 7.2 229 7 4 + B47 4 
a , * 
ae — 
f = 


as H0-mte 70m v Þ 30. nut when 
Vo ac ſurprized, it ſeems, that Lam. ſo fond. 
1 of my Laurentinum, or (if you liks che ap- 
pellation better) myLaurens : but you will ceaſe to 
wonder, when I acquaint. you with the beauty of 
the villa, the advantages of its ſituation, and the 
extenſive proſpect of the ſea-coaſt. It is but ſeyen- 
teen miles diſtant from Rome; ſo that having fi- 
N e An eve 3s here 
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 *'* Pliny had no eſtate round this ſeat, his whole poſſeſſions 
here being included (as he informs us in B. 4. Let. 6.) in this 
houſe and gardens. It was merely a winter villa, in which he 
uſed to ſpend ſome of the cold months, whenever his buſi- 
neſs admitted of his abſence from Rome; and for this reaſon 
it js, that we find warmth is ſo much conſidered in the difpoſi- 
tion of the ſeveral apartments, &c. And indeed he ſeems 
to have a principal view to its advantages as a winter houſe 
throughout the whole deſcription of it. See Caſtel's villas of 

c 

Scamozzi, in his Archite#. univerſ. I. 3. 12. has given 2 
Pan and elevation of this villa. Monf. Felibien has alſo annex» 
ed, a plan to his. tranſlation of. this lettey/; - as. our on coun- 
tryman the ingenious Mr. Caſtel has done in his villas f the 
antients illuſtrated. But they differ extremely among themſelves 


as to the diſpoſition of the ſeveral parts of this building, and per- 


haps have rather purſued the idea of modern archi „than 
that which is traced out in their original; at leaſt, if 8 


ſition advanced by one of the commentators upon this epillle is 
true ; who contends, that the villas of the antients were notone 
uniform pile of building contained under the ſame roof, but 
that each a ent was a diſtin& and ſeparate member from 
the reſt, ' The ruins of this villa are ſaid to have been diſcover'd 
ſometime about the year 1714, but whether any plan was ever 
taken of ſo valuable a remain of antiquity, or the reality of it 
© aſcertained, the tranſlator has not been able to learn. | 
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here without breaking in upon the buſineſs of the 
day. There are two different roads to it; if you 
go by that of Laurentum, you muſt turn off at | 
che fourteenth mile-ftone ; if by Oſtia, at 
1th; Both of thera are in ſome parts fandy,which 
makes it fomething heavy and tedious if you tra- 
vel in-a coach, but eufy and Pleaſant te thoſe who/ 
nde. The hndfkip"on alf ſides is extremely di- 
Ferlißed, the proſpect in ſome places being con- 
fined by woods, in others extending over large 
ind” beautiful meadows, where numberleſd flocks' 
_& ſheep and herds of cattle, which the ſeverity 
_ ofthe winter has drove from the mountains, fat- 
ten in the vernal warmth of this rich paſturage. 
Mp villa ie large enough to afford all convenien- 
cies, without" being extenſive; The porch before 
u is plain, but not mean, thro? which you enter. 
ite a portico in the form of the letter P, which. 
includes a ſmall, but agreeable. area, This affords 
a very commodiolis retreat in bad. weather, not 
only as it is inclofed with windows, but par- 
ticularly as it zs ſheltered by an extraordinary. 
_ rejection of che roof. From the middle of this 
portico you paſs into an inward court extremely 
* plealant, and from thence into a handſome hall 
which runs our towards the fea; 's ſo that when 
there is a ſouth-weſt wind it is gently waſhed 
wich the rd nd fora. Wale at the 
foot 
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| foot of it. On eviny Bh6hF; this ell ils 
either folding- doors or windows equally large, 
by which means you have a view from the front 
and the two fides, as it were of three different 
feas : from the back part you fee the middle 
court, the portico and the area; and by anothet 
view you look thro” the portico into the porch, 
from whenee the proſpect is terminated by the 
woods and mountains which are ſeen at a diftancs. 
On the left-hand” of this hall, ſomething” farther | 
from the ſea, hes a large drawing-room, and 
beyond that, a ſecond of a ſmaller ſize, which 
has one window to the riſing; and another to the 
ſetting ſun : this has likewife a proſpetct of the 
ſea, but being at a greater diſtance, is leſs in- 
commoded by it. The angle which the projeftion 
of the hall forms with this drawing-room, retaimm 
my family retreat in winter to perform their exer- 
eiſes: it is ſheltered from all winds except thoſe 
which are generally attended with clouds, ſo that 
nothing can render this place uſeleſs, but what at 
the ſame time deſtroys the fair weather, Contigu- 
ous to this, is a room forming the ſegment of a 
circle, the windows of which are ſo placed as to 
receive the ſun the whole day: in the walls are 
contrived a fort of caſes, which contain a collec- 
tion of ſuch authors whoſe works can never be 
ey too often. From hence you paſs. inta a bed- 


| chamber | 
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chamber thro' a paſſage, which being boarded, 
and ſuſpended as were over a ſtove which runs 
undlerneath, tempers the heat which it receives 
and conveys to all parts of this room. The re- 
mainder of this ſide of the houſe, is appropriated 
to the uſe of my ſlaves, and freedmen, but howe- 
ver:moſt of the apartments in it are neat enough to 
entertain any of my friends, who are - inclined to 
be my gueſts. In the oppoſite wing is a room 
ortamented in a very elegant taſte; next to 
which lies another room, which tho large for a 
parlor, makes but a moderate dining · room; it is 
_ exceedingly warmed and enlightened not only by 
the direct rays of the ſun, but by their reflection 
from the ſea. Beyond this, is a bed chamber to- 
gether with its anti- chamber, the heighth of which 
renders it cool in ſummer, as its being ſheltered 
; on all ſides from the Winds, makes it warm in win- 
ter. To this apartment another of the ſame ſort 
is joined by one common wall. From thence you 
emer into the grand and ſpacious caoling- room be- 
Jonging to the baths ©, from the oppoſite walls of 
| which. tuo d baſons, OY large e to 


7 a 


05 1 ad vil The principal aße of all room ſeems. to have been 

e the bodies of thoſe that had been in the 
« « emer room, for r their going into the warmer air.” Caſtel's 
vi 


2 8 b "The quftom/of bathing in hot water, 4 fo . 


4 habitual to the Romans in Pliny's time, that they every 
* hag * it before hey lay down to eat; for which Th 
; 5 25 Gs | 


y 6-4 # 
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ſwim in. Contiguous to this is the perſum 

room, then the ſweating · room, and beyond that 
the furnace which conveys the heat to the baths: 
adjoining are two other little bathing-rooms, 
which are fitted up in an elegant rather than coſtiy 
manner: nett to this, is a warm bath of * 
traordinary workmanſhip, wherein one may fim, 
and have a proſpect at the ſame time of the ſea. 
a N 1 ©: * eee nenn which. 
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« « fon, Leander tes were ——— | 
in which Vitruvius' gives us to underſtand . there were ks 
«© each ſex three rooms for bathing, one of cold water; one of 
* warm, and one ſtill warmer z * there were cells of three 
degrees of heat for ſweating :' to the fore-mentioned mam. 
4 bers were added others for andinting and bodily exerciſes, 
-  Thelaſtthing they did before they entered into the dinin Aue 
% room was to bathe ; what preceded their waſhing was 


« exerciſe in the ſpheriſterium, prior to which it was 4 ET 


4% cuſtom to anoint themſelves. As for their ſweating-rooms, 
_ *© tho” they were doubtleſs in e lathe; ee 


them to have been uſed but Perce + 5 1 


Caſtel's villas of the antients, p. 31. | 
The Roman magnificence ſeems to have particularly wy . 
ae in the article of their baths. —— = ding one of Ha ; 
 - epiltles from a villa which once belonged to/the figpons Stiah 
ricanus, take -occafion from thence to draw a | 
| between the ſimplicity of the earlier ages, and the luxury of 
dis own times in that inſtance. By the idea he gives of the 
latter, they were works of the higheſt ſplendor and expence. 
The walls were compoſed of Alexandrine marble, whoſe veins 
were poliſhed and brighten d in ſuch a manner, as to look like 
2 picture; the edges of the baſons were ſet round with a 
| moſt valuable kind of tone, found in Thaſius, one 12 
Greek iſlands, variegated with veins of different ay oy 
ſperſed with ſtreaks of gold; the water was convey 
ver pipes, and fell, by ſeveral different deſcemts, in — 
caſcades, - The floors were inlaid with precious „and an 
\Intermixture of ſtatues and colonades contribute to throw an 
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les apen to the warmth f ahe.. aficrngon ſun. 
Fm thende you aſcend a ſort of turret, Which 
comains two entire apartments helew as there 
are che fame number above, beſides a dining · room 
tra and-codlt, together with che beautiful villas 
that Rand interſperſed upon it. At the other end, 
the riſing and ſetting ſun. Behind this, is a 
dunge room for a repoſitory, near to which is a 
gallery of curioſities, and underneath, a ſpa- 5 

eidus dining room, where the roaring of che ſea, 
even in a ſtorm, is heard but faintly: it looks 
upon the garden and the * z2fario, which fug- 
rounts the garden. The geſtatio is encom- 
pPaſſed with a box: tree hedge, and where chat 
* decayed, with -roſe-mary : für the box in 
thoſe. parts which arc ſheltered by the buildings, 
| preſerves its verdure perfectly well; but where 
by am open ſituation at. lies expoſed to the daſhing 
dne ſea-water, cho at a great diſtance, jr en- 
rely withers.” Berween the garden and this: gel- 
ions a had walk of vines, which is ſo Toft 
war en way walk bare: foot upon it without any 
Inj: . The gardavis chiefly planted with 5g and 
muülberry- trees, to Which this ſeil is as favorable, 
l parete vs all ohe. In this place iu ban- 
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queting· room, which tho? it n 
che ea, enjoys however a proſpoct nothing infe- 
rior to that view: two apartments run round the 
back part of it, whoſe windows look upon the 
entrance of the villa, and into a very pleaſant 
kirchen- garden. F rom hence Wranoleled * bun 
Lake "ak a — ee range: cf endes 
the ſea they are double the number of thoſe net 
che garden. When the weather is fair and ſerens; 
ttheſe are all thrown open; but if it blows, thoſe 
on the fide the wind fits are ſhut, while the others 
remain unc loſetl without any inconvenience; Bete 
chis portico lies a terrace perfumecl Wich wiolets, 
And warmed by the reflection of the ſun from the 
portico, which as it retains the rays, ſo it keeps eff 
the north - eaſt wind ; and it is as warm on this 
+ Hide, as it is cool on the oppoſite: in the ſame 
manner it is a defenoe againſt the ſouth⸗ welt, und 
= chus in ſhort, by means of i en ſides, breaks 
they blow: Theſe are ſome of che winter advan- 
tages of this agreeable ſituation, which however 
Are flill more conſiderable ee for at 
. , HBE ts cb, $0 adn © e 


"Tis es e Ms eons 
56; 9 Be u galleries, than that they had pillars in LY 
* uſe of thisroom wa for walking.” 
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adder part of the garden which lies contiguous - 
to it, from the afternoon-ſun, and caſts a greater 
or leſs hade, as the day cher Wierer or bread 
creaſes ; but the portico itſelf is then cooleſt whe 
the ſun is moſt ſcorching, that is, —— 
Fall directiy upon the roof. To theſe advantages I 
muſt not forget to add, that by ſetting open the 
| windows, the weſtern breezes have a free draught, 
and by that means the encloſed air is ok 0 
vented from ſtagnating. On the upper end 
of / the. terrace and portico. ſtands a detached 
building in the garden, which I call my -Y 
3 write; and in truth I am extremely fond of it, 3 
> I excted it myſelf It contains a very warff 
Winter-room, one fide of which ang 
mcc. the other has à view of the ſea, and 
n expoſed to the ſun. Through the fold- 
rs you ſee the oppoſite chamber. and from 
che window is a proſpect of the encloſed portico. 
On that fide next the ſea, and oppolite to the mid- 
dle wall, ſtands a little elegant retired cloſer; which 
by means of glaſs doors and à curtain, is either 
laid into the adjaining room, ot ſeparated from it. 
1 contains a couch and two chairs : As you lie 
upon this couch, from the feet you have à proſpect 
of 52 fea; 5 if "IE a . ene neigh- 
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| avis ad from the head you have 4 

view of the woods + theſe three views may be'ſeeri 
either diſtin&tly from ſo many different windows 
in the ren, or blended together in one confuſed 
proſpect. Adjoining to chis, is a bed · chamber; 

which neither the · voice of the ſervants, the mur- 


mur of the ſea, nor even the roaring of a tem pet 


can reach; not lightening nor the day itſelf can 
penetrate it, unleſs you open the windows, This 
profound tranquillity is occaſioned by a paſſage, 3 
-" which divides the wall of this chamber from that 
of the garden and thus by means of that vid 
intervening ſpace, every noiſe is dtowned. An- 
ne xed to this, isa ſmall ſtove · room, u ieh by open- 
ing 2 little window, warms the bed- chamber to 
the degree of heat required. Beyond this, lies a 
chamber and ante - chamber, which enjoys the ſang. | 
tho? obliquely indeed, from the time it riſes till the. 
"afternoon, When I retire to this garden apartment; 
I fancy myſelf a hundred miles from my own houſey-. 
and take particular pleaſure in it at the feaſt of has 
$i  Saturnalia, WR by the licence of that: ſen - 
Von. f. N 1 1 ehen 
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Kr 
1 ee all theſe p eparate EY 
A neater drier pu" ticular —— 


7 1 led.“ I's Villas, 7 Rf 
Rn nl heat 1 
„ and continued, as ſome ſay, for 
ſeven days. It was a time of pn rejoicing ; particularly 
| among the ſlaves, who had at . privilege Eg 
ig their 2 . great freedom. ih 
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oy ſeaſon of joy, every : other part of my villa re- 


ſounds with the mirth of my domeſtics: thus 1 

neither interrupt their diverſions, not theꝝ my ſtu - 
dies, Amoog the pleaſures, and conveniencies f 
this ſituation, there is one difady: 


n 


the want of a running ſtream but this defect is in 


aà great meaſure ſupplied by wells, or rather I ſhould 


| face. And indeed the quality of this coaſt. is pretty 

remarkable; for in what part ſoever you dig : vou 
meet, upon the firſt turning up of the ground, with 
a ſpring of pure water, not in the leaſt ſalt, tho? = 
ſo near the ſea. The neighboring foreſts afford an 
abundant ſupply of fuel; as every other conveni- 


ence of life may be had from Oſtia: t0,a mode- 


rate man, indeed, even the next village (between 
which and my houſe. there is only one villa) 
- would furniſh. all common negeſſaries. In that 
little place there are no leſs chan us; Rane . 
baths ; which is a great conyenieney if, W : 
pens. that my friends come in une 1 
make too ſhort a. ſtay, to allow time far preparing 
my own. The whole-coaſt is beautifully diverſifi- 
ed by the joining or detached villas that are ſpread 
"Ht it; Which whether you vit w them from the 
bea or the ſhore, haue a much more agreeable 
effect, than if in were crbucded, with towns. "T6 is 
— ee . 
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tage, and that is, 


Ny, any. ö 
_, the renn, tho! in general, by the ſtorms being the A 
,* waves upon it, is rough and uneven. I can not a 
boaſt that our ſea produces any very extraordinary ir 
_ fiſlvy however it ſupplies: us with exceeding fine 1 
foals and prawhs : but as to proviſions of other 
Kinds, my villa pretends to excel even inland 9 
countries, particularly in milk 5 for thither che 9 
cattle come from the meadows in great numbers, ; 5 
in purſuit of ſhade and water. Tell me now, 5 
have I not juſt cauſe to beſtow my time and my 9 
affection upon this deligheful retreat? Surely you 14 
are unreaſonably attached to the, pleaſures of the 1 
town, if you have no inclination to take a view of vl 
it; as I much wiſh! you had, that to ſo many 1 
charms with which my favorite s villa abounds, 1 
1 might have the very conſiderable addition 1 5 * 
"__ \preſinice to recommend it. Fatewel. 1 
1 e. Caſtel . mae hs: he Ben 3 bis . IF 5M 
Vill it appear that after Bavi ing agſeribed but part of its | 1 ö | j 
Jet, if every Dita ov intire apartment may be ſuppoſed to contain = 
three rooms, be has taken notice of no leſs than form- f, beſides — 7 


all which there \ remains near half the houſe undeſcribed, aubich 
ai, as he ſays, allotted to the uſe of the' ferwants'y 4 it is | 
very probable this part was made uniform with that be has a- 
ready deſcribed —But ĩt muſt be remembered, that diminutives 
in Latin do not always imply ſmallneſs of ke, but are fre- 
| quently uſed as words of endearment and approhation ; and 


in this ſenſe en agua that «File Ws uſes' the 1 
word Villas. 25 _ 
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HAT can be . en 
VV the office you have . enjoined me, of 
chooſing a proper tutor for your nephews ? It 
gives me an opportunity of reviſiting the ſoene of 
my education, and of turning back again to the 
moſt pleaſing part of my life. I take my ſeat, as 
formerly, among the young lads, and have the 
pleaſure to experience the reſpect my character in 
eloquence meets with from them. I lately came in 
upon them, while they were warmly declaiming 
before a very full audience of perſons of the firſt 
rank ; the moment I appeared, they were ſilent. I 
mention this for their honor, rather than my own; 
and to let you ſee the juſt hopes you may con- 
ceive of placing your nephews here to their advan- 
tage. I purpoſe to hear all the ſeveral profeſſors ; 
and when I have done fo, I ſhall write you ſuchan 
account of them as will enable you (as far as a letter 
can enable you) to judge of their reſpective abilities. 
The faithful execution of this important commiſ- 
fon, is what I owe to the friendſhip that ſubſiſts 
between. us, and to the memory of your brother. 
Nothing. certainly, is more your concern, than 
that * children (I would have ſaid yours, but 
* I know you now _ upon them even with 
2234 E TE os | 


6 more en than Fe e may be Wand 
worthy of ſuch a father, and ſuch an uncle: and T 
ſhould have claimed a part in that care, tho* you 
had not required it of me. I am ſenſible, in choof-" 
ing a Preceptor, 1 ſhall draw upon me the dif- 
Pleaſure of all the reſt of that profeſſion : but when 
the/intereſt of theſe young men is concerned, 1 
eſteem it my duty to hazard the diſpleaſure, or 
even enmity of any man, with as much reſolution 

28 a P wen een _ ppm heron Farewel. oy 


* 
119 ** 5 ny Sets, 30 8 . 1 * 1 2 72 1 2 


* 5 TTER * . To TTY 


4 * 
* 17 = £3, EY * d 
* - I | 
9 


5 


5 75 o Aike me to o read. my late 180 — 
| fore an afſembly of my friends. 1 ſhall do 
fo, fince it is agreeable to your opinion, tho? 5 


have many ſcruples about it. Compoſitions of this 


| kind loſe, 1 well Know, all their fire and force, 
and even almoſt their very. name, by a plain re-. 


cital. Ie i is the ſolemnity of the tribunal, the con- 


courſe of one's friends, the expectation of the ſue- 
ceſs, the emulation between the ſeveral orators con · 


cerned, the different parties formed amongſt the 


audience in their favor; in a word, it is the air, 
the motion, oy attitude of the ſpeaker, wich al 
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| „ Some of the ve „ 
ment in their action, as thoſe of our own country are too calm 
and ſpiritleſs. W 
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the correſponding geſtures of his body, which con- 
ſpire to give. a ſpirit and grace towhat hegelivers. ; 
Hence thoſe who. fit when they plead, tho? they have, 

| molt. of the other advantages I juſt now mention 
ech, het, from thit ſingle. ciccumſtance, weaken: 
and. depreſs the whole force of their eloquence. 
The Honeys bands of the reader, thoſe import,, 
tant instruments of graceful elocution, being en- 
gaged, it is no wonder the hearer. grows danguid. 
while he has pane of thoſe zwakening charms to 


„ 


excite and engage his attention, To theſe general 


conſideratjaps, I Mmuſt add this particular diſadvan- 
tageous circumſtance, which attends the ſpeech in 


queſtion, that, it is chiefly « of the argumeptatir 
Kind J 7 it! is "natural, or an author to us \ 
that. wl hat be. wrore with labor, will not be read 
with pleaſure, - For Who is there To unprejudiced, 
2 to PoE. the flowing a and florid oration, to 
one in this cloſ and ynor neared ſtile? It is very 

pnreaſonabe, 15 ſhould be any, difference, how- 
EVER ir is certain. the 5 generally expect one 
eds 0 e another ; 


% 


| 5 OP whereas 
211 3 B Non & ern Fr 2 P 5 i ary 
E Es * . 


Fes of Pen 
8 of 238 


fed! att ins "IAA of geſture; bir actually —— 
Wards and forwards: Tully and Quinailian have age 

rules how far, and in what JF ce this.iberty was wab'e, 
and both agree, it ought td h Ned with great caution and 
Judgment. The latter of thoſe excellent Critics, mentions u 

this occaſtoꝝ awitticifm of Hes Yi 678775 who aſked- ane 
af theſe walking orales, Qzet milla -paſnum declawaſſet 2 


ee mae dae he: had Sede Fs e 
Oxon. p. 387 | 


- 


Beek II LIN r. yy 
whereas in iro: an audhor-ught a 
only wirh thoſe chings which would ſtrike bim, 
were he in the place of the judge. Nevertheleſs" 
it is poſſible the objections which lie againſt" this 
piece may be got over, in conſideration of the no- 
velty it has to recommend it: the novelty I mean 
with reſpect to us; for the Greek orators have a 
method, 'tho* upon a different occaſion, not allo- 
gether volike what 1 made aſe of They when 
they would throw out; a law, as dontrary to ſome 
former one vntepealed, argue by compüring the 
laws together; ſo Is on che contraty, endeavorect 
to ſmew, that rhe'erime®, which 1 was inſiſting? = 
upon as falling within the intent acid meaning of 
the law relating to public extortions,” wus agree-! , 
able, not only to that, but likewiſe'to other laws” 
ck the ſame nature. Thoſe who are net cover 
fant”! in the laws of their country; can have no 
_ riſte for reaſonings of this kind; but thoſe who! 
ate, "ought to be ſo much che Hot pleaſed' with! 
then 1 ſhall endeavor therefore If vou perfil 
in my "reciting it, to collect 2 judicious audience. | 
But before you determine this hex intreat you! | 
| Cy to weigh the difficulties I tiny kid be- 
955 5 eee NY 4515 | "fore | 
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= 8 1 commentaton are of opinion, — 4 i 1s hs. 
improbable,) that the ſpeech mentioned in this letter, is the 
fame which Pliny delivered in the ſenate * M. n 
See letter xi. of, this hook, » ö 5 
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fore" you, Abd then decide as reaſon ſhall direct: 
for it is reaſon that mult juſtify. you; obedience ta 
your eee be a nn een un we. 
* | IEF 


. LETS ZR Fe Te Came, 


RE 5 ee Re ee you. 
I pleaſe two or three? for one brings to my 
wind en 'Tis, ne make which I, hart 


dow of Piſo 3 ee Galba, Ri ex- 


tremely ill: upon this occaſion Regulus made her 
4 viſit. By the way, mark the aſſurance af the 


man, to viſit a lady to whom: he was ſp extremely 


aldlious, and to whoſe huſband he was à declared 
enemy | Even barely to enter her houſe would 


haye been impudent enough; but he had the con- 


fidence to go much farther, and very familiarly 
glace himſelf, by her bed's ſide, He began very 
gravely with + enquiring what, day. and hour ſhe was 
born? Being informed of theſe important par · 
 ticulars, he compoſes his, countenance, . fixes his- 
eyes, mutters ſomething to himſelf, counts his 
fingers, and all this merely; to keep the poor ſick 
lady in ſuſp pence. When he had finiſhed this ridi- 
culous mummery, vu ate, ſays he, n one of i 
your elmadterics however you-+will get over it. 
ih for” your * e pill con. 


hi. 


Bock II. 2 PLINY, a 
| ſult with 4 certain diviner, "TY | fill I 
"have frequently experienced. Accordingly. aways 
he goes, conſults the omens, and returns with 27 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances that they confirmed what — 
he had promiſed on the part of the flars.. /Upon -— 
this the credulous good woman calls for her will, | 
and gives Regulus a handſome legacy. Some 1 
time afterwards her diſtemper increaſed 3 and in 
her laſt moments ſhe exclaim'd againſt this infa - 
mous wretch who had thus baſely deceived her, 
tho? he wiſhed every curſe might befall his * ſon; 
ſort of imprecations are as common with Regulus, 
as they are impious; and he continually devotes. 
that ynhappy youth to the curſes of thoſe gods, 
Jn: his own nas W 
voke. 
Velleius Blaſus, a a of, undder dignity 
and e ar his immenſe wealth, in his laſt 
e 1 | 5 ſickneſs 
It was e rr 


(plows moſt dear. To this e uy a late em Oy = 
ſerves) Martial alludes: 1 | | 


- Fees, negas furaſque mihi fer * I tonantis $7.5 A Paget 
1 Non credo; ; Jura, werpe, per Anc Anchialum. "A 5 * 


Spear tho* dan doſt by Jove, thou wil nee, 9 5 8 
4 Swear by Anchialus ; | I'll then believe. hy ed 


ee. your boy Anciaſs; 


7 - 2 2 "_ © 2 
8 2 ET IS TN po rn 1 — 2 — of ob 
8 r - > 2 1 — — 5 8 — = 


G . : — 
te * * +" ** _ . 
S a 3 I ä > 4 * 1 3 
> 2 
1 qt 
—  -—_. 


n 


* i 
. * 


+ 
+1, 44% «© 7+: 


N 1 (os ont 4 5 8 RN. * El + «7 6 a. - 
Sas Sk as 1 * 2 = 9 . ps . . «© * 7 
= — — — . _ * — * — — —— 12 wp 7 ws q — 
. 7 P rw” RESTS 1 "> * "ane s = — * FER F. - 8 n © 2 : 83 ver 4 Tags 1293 — . at A — 1 
rar as * 4 1 - 1 — * SF 1 ” py LOTS — 1 -_— - T0 8 3 ” * 2 10 a * - # — 8 " _s * * w * a 
Bo, 2h — — he . — ä — * 21. WOT CEE EFT ICY — S * <© . Z 2.2 . — , 8 - w os 2: 4 be 5” „ * 8 
1 x 4 2 — — — wm n b wi A 4 7 Len _ — a bh 2 Z "4 2 — 2 n 2 1 A — 2 * 
7 _ af SS 435 - 3 - : 5 8 . 82 KAY SE 2 Y - — 2 - 
= 25 5 4 3 7 : >a. SC _— — 2 — — 2 _ 
a +4 _ 4 
—_ 


— ont 
= 
Ds _— 


4.4.4 
42 


- 
—— 
3 
+ 2 
x 


72 5 — * 
2 1 AP 
N 
FF.) Der mr 


. - 
14 
ry 
. 
+4 


* 


on in his will. Regulus, who had lately endeavor- 


ed to inſinuate himſelf into his friendſhip, hoped) to 
rtective ſome advantage by the intended _— 
_ andiatcording}y applies himſelf to his phyſicians, 8 

aid conjurrs them to exert all their ſleill to pro- 


lung the poor man's life. But the moment the 


Vill was ſigu' d, his ftile was changed : Hotv long, 
aps he t0 theſe vefy phyſiciand; de vun Agen t 
keep ibis man in miſerys Sinck qou cannot preſerve 
his life, why will you prolong his death? Blæſus 

is ſince dead ; and as if he had over- heard every 


vod zhit Regulus bad ſaid, he bas pot let hm 


you. You muſt know then, that Aurel 


25 * i 


purpoſe 


e ve 6 48 cf great . 


habit was of the kind which ſome of the Roman ladies uſed, 
the —_— muſt have been conſiderable which Regulus had the 

ce to aſk. * The-weſftes Pyſſine (as the ingenious 
5 Dr. Arbuthnot obſerves) which we are told ſome of the 
“ladies wore, muſt have been of ſuch" an extravagant price, 
that there is no ſtaff in our age comes up to it. The 
11 very materials of which would be worth Il. 128. the pound 
5 ayerdupois weight, and conſequently a garment weighing 


; „ 20 pound would coſt 9921. es of the manufacture.“ 4 


Arb. of anti&ht coins; Ce. p. 146. Now T am upon this'h 
J cannot forbear mentioning the 2 ExtrAVagance of 


— 
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gek nel had an inclination to make ſome alterati- 


*% 


one farthing . Rnd now have you had enough? 
or lea truant ſchool-boy, are you for liſtening 
fein co another tale? if ſo, Regulus will ſupply 
dy of diſtinguiſhꝰd accoinpliſments, deſigning : 
wat execute her Willy Bad drefled' herſelf for that 


theſe 


purpoſe i ina very falendid m manner, +... 
Was preſent as a witneſs, turne ned abput to 9.6 lady, 
and, Pray, fays.. he, lecve me theſe fine Hebt 
Aurelia at Grſt thought, him in jeſt but he infiſt- 


$6 him. OP 


ed upon it very {erioufly, and obliged. her o oben 


- her will, and inſert this legacy; ; and tho* he iz 
her write it, yet he would not be ſatisfied till he re: d 
the a clauſe himſelf. However Aurelia is ſtill alive : 


tho Regulus, id doubt, when he follicited this be- 


queſt, expected ſoon to enjoy it. Thus are lega- 


cies and eſtates conferr*d upon this abandon*d man, 


as if he really deſerved them ! But why ſhould I 


wonder at this in a city where impudence and ini- 


quity receive the ſame, do I ſay, even greater en- 
couragement than modeſty and virtue? Regulus is 
a glaring inſtance of this truth, who, from a ſtate 
'of indigence, has, by a train of the moſt villain- 
ous actions, arrived to ſuch immegſe riches, that 
he once told me. upon 
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l jewels. Pliny the elder + a he ; 


ſaw Lollia Paulina with an equipage of this kind, amoun 
"(according to the above-cited author's calculation) to 322,91 
138. 4d. of our money. In one inſtance of expence however, 


the modern ladies ſeem to excel the antient, and tho' there ap- 


pears an infinite variety of head - dreſſes upon buſts, ſtatues. 

and medals, yet it is learnedly debated among the antiquaries, 
Whether the Roman ladies were ſo coſtly in that point as the 
.. Engliſh For the credit of the Tete, L beg leave to add, that 


it & of a very antient original, and is known to have made i in 
appearance among Conſi and ee g ; 
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ces e, he found 


them fo favorable to him, 
nd he ſhould poſſeſs double that ſum. 
d poſſibly he may, if he continues thus to dic- 


tate wills for other people: a ſort of fraud, in 
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than I did lately with Spu 
much pleaſed with the uninterru 


of his way of life, 


old age, there 
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Never ſpent my time more 
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in hu- 


arrive at 


youth, 
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would 


fame ſort of pleaſure as I behold the 
the heavenly bodies. 
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ls The LETTERS Book, 
tion by no means unbecoming : but in age, 
when buſineſs is unſeaſonable, and ambition in- 


' "Qecent, all ſhould be calm and uniform. This 


rule Spurinna religiouſly purſues: throughout his 
whole conduct. Even in thoſe tranſactions which 
1 one might call minute and, inconſiderable, did 
they not occur every day, he obſerves A certain 
periodical ſeaſon and method. The firſt part of 
the morning he devotes to ſtudy: at eight he 
dreſſes, and walks about three miles, in which he 
enjoys. at once contemplation and exexciſe. At 
his return, if he has any friends With him in his 
houſe, he enters upon ſome polite and uſeful to- 
Pic of converſation ; if he is alone, ſomebody - 
1 reads to him; and ſometimes too, when he is not, 
if it ig agreeable to his company. When this is 
over, he repoſes himſelf, and then again either 
takes up a book, or falls into ſame diſcourſe even 
more entertaining and inſtructive. He afterwards 
takes the air in his ehariet, either with his wife 
G hm is a lady of uncommon. merit) or with ſome 
; n a happineſs which lately was mine. How 
agrocabie, howi noble is the onjoyment of him in 
chat hour of: pri vaey . You-would fancy you were 
kraring: ſome wortliy of! antient times, inflaming 
capng, which yerche'delivers with ſo modeſt an 
N | * oY 


15 eee When as 
a tour of about ſeven miles, he gets que, of -his 
chariot and walks a mile more, after which, he 
returns home, and either repoſes himſelf, gr re- 


tires to his ſtudy. He has an excellent taſte for 


poetry, and compoſes. in the lyrie manner, bach 
in Greek and-Latio, with Sreat judgment. It is 


ſurpriſing what an eaſe and ſpirit of gaigty russ 


thro? his verſes, which, the merit of the author 
renders ſtill more valuable. When the bath arg 


ready, which in winter is about three o'clock, 


and in ſummer about two, he undreſſes himſelf 3 
and if there happens to be no wind, he walks for 


ſome time in the ſun *. After this he plays. a con- 
ſiderable time at tennis: for by this ſort of  exer- 


ciſe too, he combats the effects of old age. When 


he has bathed, he throws himſelf upon his couch 
till ſupper' time, and in the mean while ſome 


8 agreeable and entertaining author is read to him. 
In this, as in all the reſt, his friends are at full 
liberty to partake or to employ. themſelves in 
any other manner more ſuitable to their taſte. 


Lou ſit down to an | cleganit yet frugal repaſt, 
2 „ Ste k. 6. Let. 16. not. . 


d This was the principal meal among the 8 at 
Which all their feaſts and invitations were made ; wn uſually 


began it about their gth hour, anſwering pretty nearly to our. 


3 o'clock in the afternoon. But as Spurinna, we find, did not 
enter upon the exerciſes which always preceded this meal till 
the 8th or gth hour, if we allow about 3 hoprs for that pur- 
poſe, he could not fit down: to table, till e 7 Os 
. . of ts f. in not. p. 132. VOY 
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128 The LETTERS Book II. 
| which" is ſerv'd up in pure and antique plate: 
He has likewiſe a complete equipage for his ſides 
board, in Corinthian *© metal, which is his plea - 
ſure, not his paſſion. * At his table he is frequent- . 
ly entertained with comedians, that even his yery 
amuſements may be ſeaſoned with good ſenſe; 
and tho he continues there, even in ſummer, till 
che night is ſomething advanced, yet he pro- 
longs the feaſt with ſo much affability and polite- 
neſs, that none of his gueſts ever think it tedi- 
ous. By this method of living he has preſerved 
all his ſenſes entire, and his body active and vi- 
gorous to bis 78 ch year, without diſcovering any 
appearance of old age, but the wiſdom. This 
is the ſort of life which J ardently inſpire after; 
as l purpoſe to enjoy it, when I ſhall arrive at 
thoſe years which will juſtify a retreat from bu- 
ſineſs. In the mean while, I am embarraſſed with 
a thouſand affairs, in which Spurinna is at once 
my ſupport and my example. As long as it be- 
came him, he enter'd into all the duties of public 
life. It was by paſſing thro? the various offices of 
ey Nate, by governing of provinces, and by in- 
5 0 ,; Gclatigable 
This metal, als it was bats of, (for that 


point is by no means clear] was ſo highly eſteemed. r 
antients, that they A it even to god * 
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defatigable e toll, chzt he merited the” Fiþofe be 


now enjoys. 1 propoſe to myfelf the Bak courſe” 
and the fame end': and 1 fle it to/you thdet my 
hand thar 1 de ſo. If at li-timed{artibition' ſhould” 

carry me beyond it; "produce this kettef ägainſt 
me; and Condemn ine to repöſe, whenever 1 


. can enjoy it withoHte. tene 1 with indo⸗ 


kenes. Fifewel: © ai: A eee 410-200 117 Nas [19547 
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L Think 1 . can 4 e 0 atk the 1 


Ar to yours if I were ih. .your . Free 
Maturius is a perſon, of great eminence among 
the * Altinates. ' Whieh 1 call him ſo, 1.18 not 
with reſpect to his fortunes ( which however are 
very tonkifterable ; Yir is i in View to the purfty; t 
in integrity, the phidedce, and the gravity of 


manners. His counſel ſects me ih my affairs, 
and his judgment directs me in my ſtudies; for 
truth, honor and knowledge; are Ae n qua- 
lities Which mark his character. ' He loves me 
(and T' cannot” expreſs" his affection in ſtrönger 


terms) with a tenderneſs equal to yours. © As he 


is a ranger to the paſſion of ambition, he is 
ontented with remaining in the Equeſtrian order, 
When Meant — * ns 6 advanced hittiſelf into 


Vor. I. n highee | 
* Altind in the Venetian territories, now ae 8 
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| higher rank. It behoves me however to take 
care his merit be rewarded with the honors it de- 
ſerves ; and 1 would. fain without his knowledge 
or exſpectation, and probably too contrary to his 
inclination, add to his dignity, The poſt I would. 1 
obtzin for him ſhould be ſamething very honor- 
able, and yet attended with no trouble. I beg 
when any thing of that nature offers, you would 
think of him; it will be an obligation, which 
both he and I ſhall ever remember with the greateſt 
gratitude. For tho' he has no aſpiring wiſhes, to 
fatisfy,. he will he as ſenſible of the fayor, a8 if he 
had received it in ne * his own, 1 
nn. | n | 3 


LETT E R 11 To 0. Burns. 


2 in pot 22 to 3 3 my love or 
| eſleem were greater, for that wiſe and excellent 
man your father ; but this is moſt certain, that in 
reſpect to his memory and your virtues, I have 
the tendereſt value for you. Can I fail then to 
wich (as I ſhall by every means in my power en · 


deavot) that your ſon may copy the virtues of 
both his grandfathers, particularly. his maternal? 


as indeed his father and his uncle will furniſh him 
aſſo wich very illuſtrious examples. The ſureſt 
method to train him up in the ſteps of theſe va- 
* wen. is "Ore to ſeaſon his Fwd with polite | 


e 


- 


tata PENNY, = 
5 rs; Uſeful kitowledge: and it is of the 
lt conſequence from whom he receives theſe in- 


tkruckiotis“ Hitzerto he Has Had HIS edducatiön 


= 


under your eye, and in your houſe, whiete he is 
expoſed to few," I ould rather tay to no un 


from note; and it is time to place him with ſome 


profeſſor af Rhetoric ; of whoſe! diſcipline and 4 


method, but above all of whoſe morals you may 


be well fatiafied.. Amongſt the many advantages 


for which this amiable youth is indebted to na- 
ture and fortune, lie has that of a moſt beautiful 


perſon: it is neceſſary thetefote, in this looſe 


and ſlippery age; to find out one who'will not 
only be his tutor; but his guardian and his guide. 
I. will venture to recommend Julius Genitor dq 
you undet that character. I love him; 1 confeſs 
enttemely: but my affectiom does by no 1 
prejudice my judgment; on tlie contrary it is in 


truth the effect of it. His behavior is grave,” * "ON 


his: morals | irteproachable; 3 pethaps f ing 
too ſevere and tigid for the libertine manners af; 
. theſe times. His qualiftcations in his ptofeſſioti 
you may learn from many others ; for the att of 
eloquence; as it is open to all the world, is ſoon 
diſcevered: but the qualities of the heart lis 


' more concealed; and out of the reach of com- 


mon obſervation; and it is on e 
0 to. be anſwerable for my ot 
227595 | 12 Ihe - fon 


impreſnons. But he is now of an age to be ſent 
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6c The L ETPARS Bock II. 
ſon will hear nothing. from this worthy man, but ; 


What will be for his advantage: to know, nor 
learn any thing of which it. mould: be happier 


he bbould: be ignorant: Tie will kepreſent 0, 
him as often, and with as much zeal as yo OF» 


Lſhould, the virtues of his family, and what, a 
glorious weight of characters he has to ſupport. 
You will not -heficate then to plack him With a 


tutor, hoſt firſt care will be to form his man. 


ners, and afterwards to inſtruct him in eloquence 90 
an attainment ill cqui 


by 

* * ©. 
5 * 
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oo an c bra cid 100 Hosts ad bd vino 
10 my BF EO 1M. as * as the won! 7 
in general, ſeem to approve of my con- 
auc in the affair I am going to mention, yet * 
cannot ſatisfy myſelf without knowing your ſen · 


timentsz and as I wiſhed for your advice before 
8 I engaged in” it, o 1 am extremely deſirous: of 


yaur: judgment now it is over! Having obtain- 


ed leave ta be abſent from my office us 


head of the treaſury, went into Tuſcany to 


look after ſome works which I am carrying on 
there for the benefit of that province, at my 5 | 
own expence. In the interval, deputies on the 


part of the Bæticit arrived, with: complaints off 


ſome * they had-Cuffered under the go- : 


pot 7 - *"/;" 


[if with the negle&t" of" 


0 
* 4 
> 8 0 * 
* hs a 8 2 17 
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TO YE lem 1s is Glas, aid e 
the Fenate hat ! mig 


| hepreſett4d on my behalf, the neceſſary engage 
ments of our office; and endeavored all "they could 


to get n me excuſed.” "Upon this the ſenate paſſed a 


deeefce grearly to my honor: they ordered that 1 


mould be counſel'for the province, provided the 


deputies could Sdtain my "conſent." y At my 7 
turn they were again introduced Into" the ſenate, 
and there renewed their plition'in'tny preſerice. 
They conjured me by tht generbus afhſtance” I 
- a given them in their cauſe againſt Bæbius, amd 
by all the obligations I lay under of ſopporting 
my avowed clients, that I would not now- deſert 
chem. E perceived the ſenate was inelined to 
Stant this petition, by chat ger 
is the dſual fortrunner of all their decrers. W. 
upon Irofe up and told the houſe, tliat I no W. 
er inſiſted upon the reaſonableneſs of the excuſe 


"PF had'alledged : and they were pleaſed with the 
reſpectſul modeſty"of my anſwer. I was determin- 


ed in this refolutiong” not only decauſe T found 


it agtecable to the, inclinations of the ſenate - 


(which indeed had great weight with me,) but for 
many :other, tho! leſs important conſiderations. 
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iche be appointed counſel for 
them. My very worthy and obliging colleges 
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* dhe laws, * of hoſpitality... and, that 34 
ore je would be highly ungenerous to abandon. = 
olleQiye body, to whom. I ſtood in the ſame fe- 
lation, Beſides, E canſi der d the danger as well 24 
; the fatigue I Went thro'-in, the laſt capſe I under- | 
took for this province, and I was unwilling to loſe 
the merit of my former ſervices, by depying them : 
3his, For ſuch is the diſpoſition af mank ind, he 
favor yon refuſe, cancels all you haue conferid; 
and tho? you oblige chem ever ſo often, they will 
forget a thouſand compliances, and yet remember 
a ſingle denial, I conſidered. likewi! * Claſ- 
ſicys being dead, the great gbjection of..cxpoſing 
3 ſenator, was removed; and that in undertaking: 
this defence, I ſhould: meric the ſame thanks as 
I he were alive, without he hazard of giving any 
Particular pffence. In a word, Inst if Lcom- 
plied with their deſires in this inſtance, I could 
with a better grace deny my aſſiſtagce to them in 
| WF: was Family where i. Might hays, * — 


* 
— 


Phe obſerva n Wu 3 — u- 
: of and e in ge 6th 8252 as 5 wines Hr ua 

[ potes} upon that place, wi a light 

Rh No may be of ſervice to he By A Reade — 25 e laws 

5 * (fays he) were anciemly keld ; in great ven 

197 ger 'T friendſhip. reby- was: ſo cred 

at they e it = all the bonds of conſapguinity 
e Alliance, and accounted it obligatoryatp the zd And qth-ge- 
. Bergtign. We ſee Diomed and Glaucus agreeing hot to 


enemies during the Whole courſe of a War, only becauſe 
e their unn bad beef mutual guęſts.— They preſerved 
5 in 7 families the preſents which had been made on theſg 

a cg ed to tranſmit to their children the N 
2 {5 oft] Aer right of . „ 


of ohr einces bare thitt Minits J und the beſt way 
f of teſtreing to ourfelves the liberty of refuſing 
where we would, is to comply where we cum 
Thus you have heard the motives which Influenc- | 
ed me in chis tranſition: it now" remains that a 
you give me your ſentiments, which Iſhall receive h 
_ equa} pleaſure, either as an inſtance of yn „ 
A donduct. | $ 
TO 2 E Tos * 1. een, 255 wo 1 4 
: Hive the ata are ford 4 Þ 
miter of my uncle's works, as to wild to hive ; 
a complete collection of them; and for that pur- 4 
poſs deſire me to ſend you an account of all the þ 
be wrote. I wilt point them out to you . ö 


jn che order in which they were compoſed: for 
wever immaterial that may ſeem, it is à ſort of 
information not at all unacceptable to men of let- 
ters. The firſt book be publiſhed" was, à treatiſe 
ncertitig the art of uſing the javeli on borſeback + 
| this he wrote when he commanded a troop of 
horſe, and it is drawn up with great accuracy and 8 
judgment. The life Pemponius Serundus, in tw 
value: Pomponius had x very great affe@ion 
for him, oo mccain tribute to. 
his memory. The Bury of the wars in Germ, 
in twenty 2 in which he gave an account _ I 


al dan les ug were — in againſt, that 
| nation. dream Which he had when he | 
ſerxed i in, the. army in Germany, . firſt, ſug- 
„ geſted. to him the deſign of this work. He 
imagined, chat, Pruſus Nero (who extended his 
conqueſts. very far into that cohntry, and there 
loft, his life) appeared to him in his ſleep, and 
conjured: him not to ſuffer, his memory to be 
burieg in Oblivion. He has left 1s likewiſena 
treatiſe upon elequence, divided into fix volumes. 
In this work. he takes the orator. from his cradle, ; 
and leads him on till he has carried him up to the 
bigheſt. point of perfection 4 ig this att, In the 
latter part of Nero's reigu: hen che tyranny of 
the times made it dangerous to engage in ſtudies 
ofza; marea fie and elexatedeſpicit. he publiſhed 
i piece of griticiſm in eight, books,” coneerning 
ambiguity. ig cx preſſion. He has completed the 
hiſtory which Aufidius Baſſus left unfiniſhed, and 
hasjadded, tojt thirty hooks. And laſtly, he bas 
leſt thirty ſexen books. upog the ſubject of na- 
tural hiſtory,: this is a work of great compaſs and 
Irarvings and. almoſt as full of variety as nature 
herself. ou will wonder How.,a man fo engaged 
| ns, he, was, could find time to campoſe, ſuch 3 
ä number « of. hooks; and ſomę of them too upon 
abſtruſe ſubſects. But your ſurprize will riſe til. 
hi . when, You. Wer ws my tine he en- 
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Bock III. PIN. 3 73 
aged in the profeſſion of an md chat lie 
5 wet Key Auch year, that from the time of 
his quitting the bar to his death he wis employed 
| in the execution of the higheſt poſts, and in the 

ſervice of his prince. But he had a quick appre- 
henfion, joined to unwearied application. In Turn- 


mer he always began his ſtudies as ſoon as it Was 


_ ®-night;s; in winter generally at one in the 


morning, but never later than two, and oſten at 


midnight. No man ever ſpent leſs time in bed: 
inſomuch that he would ſometimes, withyiitre- 
firing nog his hooks take a ſhore laat and then 


wi apen — likewiſe choletlp ſes: 
ſon to tranſact buſineſs. When he had finiſhed 
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T% * * 4. 
re en ec en en © n 
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of 2 7 «, 4285 * ti * — ORE 
% "wy AA IO "of time am ERS the Romans, KK - 
4 0 from the method in uſe —_ us. 


e e ihe ces ord hee Ie ai 


theſe. they devoted eicher to the Hleaſures of the table Nee ; 


ſtudy. The natural day they divided into twelve hours,..the 
firſt beginning with ſan-riſe; and the laſt ending with fun- ſet; 
by which means their hours were of ,unequal length, varying 
according to the different ſeaſons o the year. . The, time for 
_ n W ch wtinued to the fifth hour 
in 0 ner, Which with them was „ a fig! 

2 | 5 wr the ſeventh hour was a Xl. _ 

cuſtom which ftiſl prevails in Italy. The eighth hour Wal ain? 


ployed in bodily exerciſes ;, after acht hey © 
and frommhence ear to ſupper. W oh 3 
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the affairs which that emperor committed to his 
eee ee, _ to his":ſtuclies! 
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| | After a ſhort and light repaſt e 0 i 
tt the good old cuſtom of out anceſtors) he would 


e repoſe himſelf in the ſun 3 during 
| A 


n e N | 
he read: for it nne ey that + nd 
n might be 
learned from it.“ When this was over, he ge- 

nerally went into the cold bath, and as ſoon'as he 


came out of it, juſt took a ſlight refreſkiment; and 
then tepoſed himſelf for a little while. Thus, as if = 
it had been a new: day, he immediat ly reſumed 
dis ſtudies till ſupper: time, when a book was again 
read to him, upon which he would make ſome 
haſty remarks. I remember once his Reader having 
pronounced a word wrong, ſomebody at the table 
made him repeat it again; upon which my uncle 
alked his friend if he underſtood it? Who ac 
Eknowiedging that he did; why thin, laid he, would 
you make him go hack «gain? We bave beſt by this in. 

terruption above ten lines; ſo covetous. was this great 
man of time! In ſummer he always roſe from ſup- | 
per by day-light; and in winter as ſoon as it was 
dark: and this was an invatiable law with Him. 
Such was his manner of life amidft the noiſe and 
urry of the town; . 


time 


Vin the ſummer, if he was diſengaged 
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3 dien Linclude no. more than the time he wan au.. 
1  Jyinthe bach; for all che while he was rubbed ani 
Wied, be wasemployedeitheria hearingſome book. 
bead to him, or .diRating bicaſelf, In his e. 
- (Rigs ha gaſt no time from; bis ſtudies, but his mint - 
et thoſe ſeaſons bring diſengaged from all ober 
BH thoughts. applicd/ itſelf wholly:to-that ſingle pur 
ſuit. A ſceretary conſtantiy attended him in tit 
chariot, uh, in the winter, worea particular foie 
of warm gloves, that the ſharpneſs of che weather 
micht not occaſion any interruption to his ſtudies: 
and for tha ame reaſon my uncle always uſed tit 
A cbair in Rome. 1 remember he once reproved 
ma for walhing: * You might; aid. he, —_ | 
+ choſe hours to more advantage “ for fie 
thought” all was. time lofty that was hot given Ww 
eee 


— 


/ 


4 


— 


8 


— 
2 5 oF. CET 
r 


** 1 


* 
= 
Wo 
i 
1 
: 

1 WP 
7 
70 

Bb 


* 


a ak . o A = 
* a 5 - * * 5 ai 94 44, $77 * 18 * a vt + 1 y pag F 7. 4 
* — "Lt i 1 £4 1 15 N 1 i 44 Mo: 8, 4 LY 4 15 Q 141 97 od } #4 * 2 145 * 451 * 5 


þ b The in the ori buplics wo 
a the wand art mein wy Romans ws yo I 


TON NN Rs, =o 


2111 Nondum Foy eg dexfra pert . opus, 
43 80 0 e Mart, 14, 2084 | 13 
Swift tho' the words, (the pen aun fa ier 6 by 
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hundred and fixty which he bene dmg " 
A2 kind of common place, rritten un both ſides, in a 
very ſmall character; ſo that one might fairly ec- 
kon the number conſiderably more. Ibave heard 


him eee cem rön ers reveniie Tn 


—  ſeſtevecs 1 theſe” EN? SIR 5 
F. ebene were not then quite fo numerous. nen 
vou reflect upon che books he hug read, and the 
volumes he has wrote, are you not inclined to ſuſ- 
pect that he never was engaged: in the affuirs'ol 


( the public, or the ſervice{-of his prince On the 
„ decther hand, when you are infortnedohow indefa- 
tigable he was in his ſtudies, are bu nor diſpoſed 


to wonder that he read and wrote no more? For, 
on one ſide, hat obſtacles would not the buſi- 
neſs of a court throw in his way ? And on the d- 
ther, what is it that ſuch intenſe application might 
nat perform ? I cannot but ſmile therefore wheh 
heat myſelf called a ſtudious man, whoO in cm 
Pariſon to him am a mere loiterer. But why do J 
mention myſelf, who am diverted from theſe pur- 

ſuits, by numberleſs affairs boths publie ang pri- 
unte? Even they whoſe . Whole, lives are en, 
ed in . Þ RG buſh, ki 5 in the 

te VCR, eee un i N fame 
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Manas e with a b wg was ith. 
me, a ſtatue of Corinthian braſs. It is ſmall in- 
deed, but well executed, at leaſt if I have any judg- 
ment; which moſt certainly i in matters of this ſort, / 
as perhaps in all others, is extremely defective. 
However; I think I have a taſte to diſcover the 
beauties of this figure: as it is naked, the faults, 
if there be any, as well as the perfections, are 
more obſervable. It repteſents an old man in a 
ſtanding poſture.” The bones, the muſcles, the 
veins, and wrinkles are ſo ſtrongly expreſſed, that 
you would imagine the figure to be animated. 
The character ĩs well preſerved throughout very 
part of the body: the hair is thin, the fore-, 
head broad, the face ſhriveled, the throat lank, 
> the arms _ the breaſt fakes and the belly 
OD Ws ©" 
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ſame view with him.—I have run out my letter, 9 

1. 1 Wife the men 3 5 = 
* e he as left] behind tu” But 1 1 
truſt this will not be leſs acceptable to you 9 
ſtchan the books themſelves, as it may poſſibly, = 
not only raiſe your curioſity to read his worker. ' © if 

but your emulation ta copy his — Ms dnn : = 
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144 te LETTER fs. Bock tit; 
ſunk 5 aids whole turn and air of the figure 


behind, is expreſſive of old age. Ir appears to be 


antique from the color of the braſs. In ſhort, 
it is a performance ſo highly finiſhed as to 
merit the attention of the moſt curious, and to af · 
ford at the fame time pleaſure to tho moſt come. 
mon obſerver: and this induced me; who am a meer 
novice in this art, to buy it. But 1 did fo, not 
with any intent of placing it in my own houſe; 
(for I have yet nothing of that kind there) but 
with a deſign of fixing it in ſome conſpicuous place 
in my native province, perhaps in the temple of 
Jupiter: for it is a preſent well wotthy of a temple 
and a god. I deſire therefore you would, with that 
_ cate which-you always execute-niy requeſts, give 
immediate orders for a pedeſtal to be made for it. 
I leave the choice of the marble to you, but let my 
name be engraven upon ĩt, and, if you think proper, 
my titles. 1 will ſend the ſtatue by the firſt oppor: 
tunity z or poſſibly, (which I am ſure you will like 
better) I may bring it myſelf: for 1 intend; if I 
can find leiſure, to make an excurſion to you. 
*Fhis is a piece of news which I know you qu 
rejoice to hear; but you will ſoon change your” 
countenanee when 1 tell you, my viſit will be 
only for a ſew days: for the ſame buſineſs th 
now detains me here, "my r a e oof 


W r he Int 
als gl ON; 


8 | 


f | bk . of PLANT, . 5 N 
"LESTER 7. 25 cee. | 


T AM jo now. zaformed, that Sils lala has 
4. ſtarved himſelf to death, at his villa near 
3 Having been afflicted with an impaſt» 
hume, which was deem' d iucurable, he grew weary. 
ol life under ſuch uneaſy circumſtances, and there 
_tfore put an end to it, with the moſt determined. 
"courage. He had been extremely fortunate thro? 
the whole courſe of his days, excepting only the 
loſs of his younger ſon; however, That was made 
up to him in the ſatisfaction of ſeeing his eldeſt; 
who is of a more amiable character, attain the 
_ conſular dignity, and of leaving him in a very flo- 
riſhing ſituation. Fe ſuffered a little in his repy- 
tation in the time of Nero, having been ſuſpected 
of forwardly joining in ſome of the informations 
which were carried on in the reign of that prince; - 
but he made uſe of his intereſt in Vitellius, with 
great diſcretion and humanity. He acquired much 
honor by his adminiſtration of the government of | 
Aſia; and by his approved behavior after his re- 
E from buſineſs, cleared his character from 
that ſtain which his former intrigues had thrown 
upon it. He lived among the nobility of Rome, 
without power, and conſequently without envy. 
_ The! he frequently was confined to his bed, and 

| nas to * n. 5 * was Meir re- 


| ſpeſted 


ne * 8 . ” ITY - \ | 
. - 
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e * 


ceſñion of the new * emperor could not draw. him.” 


1 . 45 ah viſited ; not with a view to 


his wealth, but merely on account of his merit. 


1 employed his time between conver ſing with 
men of letters, and compoſing of verſes; W Riek 
he ſometimes recited; in order to try the ſenti- | 


ments of the public: but he diſcovered in them 


more induſtry than genius. In tlie decline of 
his years he entirely quitted Rome, and lived a1. 


together in Campania, from whence even the ac 


A cireumſtance which 1 mention as well to 
honor of the prince, who was not diſ pleafed with 


that liberty, as Of Tralicus, who was not afraid 


to make uſe of it. He was reproached with be⸗ 


ing fond of all the elegancies of the fine arts 
to a degree of exceſs. He had ſeveral villas in the 
ſame province, and the laſt purchaſe was always 


the chief favorite, to the neglect of the reſt. They 
were all furniſhed with large collections of books, 


. ſtatues and pictures, which he more than enjoyed, 


he even adored ; particularly that of Virgil, of 


whom he was ſo paſſionate an admirer, that he ce- 


lebrated the anniverſary of that poet” S birth- day 
with more ſolemnity than his own; eſpecially at 
* vere, he uſed to i 0 his zornb with 
Ui \ | E EE ho a as 


* Travellers are n ng a monument near | Naples which 
is called Virgil's tomb. But Mr. Addiſon * thinks it is almoſt 
< certain, that this tomb ſtood on the other fide of the town, 


4 which Jooks towards mount Veſuvio." Addiſon's Travels, 


p. * 


/ 


8s 4 reverence 1 ff en Ne” In 
this tranquillity he lived to the ſeventyæfiſthi year 
F of his age, with a delicate, rather than a ſickly con- 
ſtitution. It is remarkable, that as he: was the laſt 
perſon upon whom Nero conferred the conſular 
office (that prince being killed during his conſul- 
ſhip). ſo he was the laſt, alſo that ſurvived of all 
thoſe who had been raiſed, by kim to that dignity... 
zenting the 
tranſitory condition of mankindi Is chere any thing 


When I conſider this, I cannot forbear lam 


1 in nature ſo ſhort and limited as human life, even 
i its moſt extended period? Does ng 
you, my friend, but yeſterday, that Nero was upen 
55 the throne? and yet not one of all thoſe who were 
conſuls in his reign now-femaihts } But why mould 
I vonder at an event ſo common? Lucius Piſa 
(the father of that Piſo who was infamouſiy aſſaſſi- 
5 med by Wen Faun Africa) uſed to ſay, *. 


chat houſe > wh beg was 9 F eden ae 
ſwept away in ſo ſhort a ſpace |. I am cherefote ſo. 
far from ES yiols tears of Xerxes need any 

Nn , MS AN. > applogys,. 


p. 164. Mabillon, in his Mat Ital. 5. un aps, th fo * 
epitaph was dug up there: . 1 65% win 


1. aiatores queſe, 8 leu, 15 Mes en ; ; 
Hic fitus eft Maro i ir ne 
Stay Travellers, I beg, td red this thr Inferiion . 
x Here lies Maro ! __ s 
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1% Te LETTERS Bock III. 
i apology,thatinmy judgment hiſtory does honor to 
| his character, which informs us, that when this 
Prince had attentively ſurveyed his immenſe army, 
| hee! could not refrain from weeping, wirk the 
thought that ſo many thouſand lives would ſo ſoon 
be extinct. The more ardent therefore mould our 
real be to Tengthen out this ſhort portion. of 
exiſtence, by acquifirions'of glory, if not in che 
Active ſcenes of life (whieh-is not always in our 
own power) yet however in thoſe of ſtudy and 
contemplation; and ſince it is not granted us to 
tive long, let us tranſmit to poſterity ſome me- 
morial that we have ut leaſt 1yvey. I well know, 
_ you want not any incitement to virtue ; but the 
Wurmth bf my affection for you, inclines mę to for- 
ward you in the courſe ybu already purſue ; as I 
have often found myſelf encouraged "by: your | 
3 generous exhortations. How glorious is the con- 
*ention, When two friends chus ſtrive who ſhall 


_ animate each other mom "her e bak im- 
| 1 _ Fareuel. 


. ; 
1 1 F ll 4 
0 $ « 


LET 2 ER 2 fo Ties. 


AE obliging m manner in which you defire me 
to confer the * military tribunate upon your 
relation, och I had obtained of the- moſt Hlu- 


cathodes! + roared © rjous 
W 3 p. 191. N 


This was a title given to . in the times of the 


* 


r 
9 9 


ſeen you in that poſt, ſo it will not: be Jeſs wn 
table to me to have ãt beſtowed upon one who 


Jon agen mathe." T. ee, — | 


Kinds Some i for - is agreeable 


to that reſpect with which/youralways treat me. 


As it would have given me great pleaſure to have 


you recommend. For hardly, I think, would it 
be conſiſtent to wiſſi a man advanced to honor, 
and yet envy him a title fat nobler than any other 


zh mne. even that of a generous and an 


To deſerve and to grant {4s 
vors, is the faireſt point of view in which-we ban 
be placed; and this amiable character will be 
yours, if you reſign to your friend, what is due 


| que 1 1 
roll; I can without difficulty: inſert Silyanus' 5 


in its ſtead: and may he accept this gogd office 
at your hands with the ſame grateful diſpoſitio 1 
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Am now * aber elde you of chi 9 
"fatigue I under went in defence of the province 
of Bxtici® ; a cauſe Which turned upon a variety of 
facts, and took up ſeveral. days. Cæcilius Claſ- 
ficus was governor of Bætica, the year that Marius 
Priſeus enjoyed the ſame honor in Africa. Cæci- 
nus was a man of a baſe abandoned character, and 
had exerciſed his authority with great violence and 
oppteſſion. He was a native of Africa, as Priſcus 
was of Bætica; in alluſion te which theſe people 


_ uſedarchly enough to ſay, (as reſentment often gives 


igreeable ſprightlineſs) wwe are paid in aur 
0101 cvin* The only difference between them 


Was, . n was een by og city, 
ob 40! n © Ge : 810 Of FCC and 


Sf This ſeems to be one of thoſe paſſages to which. it is im 
poſſible not only for a tranſlator to do juſtice 3 but, perhaps, 
even for the moſt {kilful in the original language to enter into 
ies true ſpirit. The expreſſion, in its primary ſenſe, implies no 
more than this 2 ** IL have received a misfortune and returned 
2% 16.“ / Dedi malum & accepi ;) in which there does not ap- 
| 1 wit or raillety./ An inſtance of the ſame 
| kind occurs in B. 4. Let. 11. where our author commends 
farcafin of Valerius Licinianus, as the moſt ſevere and ſpiri 
when yet there ſeems to be little in it to deſerve 
| that character. In both caſes it is highly probable, that the 
force of the raillery conſiſted either in ſome alluſion, which 
we cannot Te at * d Nee ; or the words 2383 
perhaps, might, by ſome double meaning, carry a ſenſe when 
they were Tp which is now loſt, 2k is it to be wonder d 
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and ſeveral private perſons ; whereas the charge 


againſt Claſſicus was brought by the whole united 


province of Bætica. He eſcaped, however, the 


conſequences of this impeachment, either by an 
accidental or voluntary death, I know not which. 
It is certain at leaſt, the world threw upon him 


the imputation of the latter; tho* T muſt confels - 


chat point to me is extremely doubtful. For as on 


the one hand, it is in general reaſonable to ſup- 


poſe, that any man ſhould rather chooſe to die, than 


| be arraigned of a crime which he could not clear - 


himſelf of; ſo on the other, it is ſurpriſing, that 


he who was not ' aſhamed to commit ſo baſe 


an action, ſhould yet have courage enough 
to prefer death to the diſgrace of 'a public 

conviction. Nevertheleſs, the Bætici perſiſted 
in going on with the proſecution. This privilege, 
of which the laws admit, was now, after long 
diſuſe, "revived in the preſent inſtance. They 


went farther, and inſiſted that his accomplices 


mould likewiſe be proceeded againſt at the ſame 


time. I was counſel for the province, together 


with Lucceius Albinus, who was joined with me. 


we ſhould be under a difficulty of this kind, when the Romans 

themſelves, as Quinctilian informs us, were, even in his time, 

at a loſs to diſcover the true humor of ſeveral of Cicero's og. 
caſional Bon: Mots, in that collection of them which were then 

extant ; and that penetrating critic aſſures us, that tho many 

had endeavored to clear up and explain the force and proprie- 

8 of * the attempt had always proved unſucceſsfu 

int, 1 6. C. 3. . | 
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160. The L 2 7 T K RS Book: 
Heis a copious, 
ways loved him, yet . e io er in | 
this cauſe, has conſiderably: heightened my affrcti· 
on for him; There is ſomething in the purſuit of 
fame, eſpecially « of the eloquent kind, that is ſelf- 
ih, unſociable,, and, jealous of participation 3 but 
there vas no xivalſhip. between, us, and we united 
our joint efforts in the m aanagement, of this cauſe, 
without giving into; any ſeparate or private views 
of-our own.. We thought. the point in queſtion v as 
1 too much importance, and of too compl 8 
a natures, for each of us to be limited to a Bngle 
ſpeech. We were ap rehenfive we ſhould neither 
have ſtrength, nor time, to make good our tharge 
againſt ſo many. parties, if we-comprizedithem all 
under one, general accuſation. ... Such a variety of 
perſons and facts would be apt to confoundgds well 
as. Neat the attention of the judges. | Beſides, in 
that collective way of proceeding, either tlie in- 
tereſt of ſome might prove a protection to all the 
reſt ; ot the moſt inconſiderable of the patty might 
be ſaęriſiced to the juſtice of their country, in order 
t favor the eſcape of thoſe of a more conſpicuous 
rank : for partiality nevertexerts itſelf with more 
ſucceſs, than when, it is concealed under the ſpeci- 
ous. appearance of ſeverity. We remembered the 
- dvic torius, Who directed the ſtrongeſt ſol- 
| dier to tear off the horſe” 8 piety at once, and the 
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fe" WO ir off hair by r 2 
. the? ſtory. In the ſame manner wg thought mh 
oother way to cope with ſuch a numerous body of 
_ eximinals, but by attacking them ſingly. Our firſt 
and principal point-was to prove Claſſieus guilty, 
which would prepare the way to his accomplices'z 
for till that was done, it would not be poſſible ta 
fix any thing upon them. Amongſt theſe . 
ſingled our Bæbius Probus, and Fabius Hiſpanus, 
whom we thought proper to join with Claſſicus; 
theſe perſons were conſiderable by their intereſt, 
and Hiſpanus in particular by his eloquence. 
There was no difficulty in proving the charge 
againſt Claſſicus, for there was found among his 
papers an account under his own hand of the ſeve- 
ral ſums he had taken, and upon what occaſions. 
| A Which he ſent to one N 


n "The . 20 relatol 95 8 Valerius Martians, 4 is to this pure 
: Sertorius being ibed by Sylla, put himſelf at the 


; a of the rae Tart hg Theſe pepple, upon à certain occaſion, 
were fot attacking at once the whole Roman army, greatly 
ſuperior to them in numbers. Sertorius endeavored to diſſuade 
* by all the arguments in his power, from ſo raſh a pur. 
; bar HE his oratory - prevailed. nothing, he ordered 
925 — 4 to be brought before him, and calling a young laſty* 
_— and a worn - out veteran, he directed the former to 
2 off the horſe's tuil at once, and the other by degrees. 
he conſequence was, the young man exerted all his ſtrength 
in vain, while the old fellow performed his taſæ. Thus, ſays, | 
that. author, theſe rude ungovernable people, who were run». 
ing headlong to their deſtruction, were © bed by this vi- 
ble repreſentation, of the juſtneſs of that advice, Which had 
1 e upon them 3 in the . of e * * 
1 i 


* 


W . BYERS | | Book m. | 
act We ver: — ff as | 
preparing to return io you; and in ſuch a manner 
4 10 have nothing to fear from my creditors, having 
raiſed four millions ef ſefterces upon the Bætici. 
But it coſt us much time and pains to make 
good the articles againſt Hiſpanus and Probus. 
Before I came to the particular crimes alledged 
_ vgainſt them, I thought it extremely neceſſary to 
prove, that to be the agents and miniſlers of a 
governor in matters manifeſtly unjuſt, was in 
ixſelf criminal. For they did not pretend to 
deny the fact, but pleadęd in their eucuſe, that 
they were officers under Claſſicus, and therefore 

obliged to obey his orders. Claudius Reſtitutus, | 
wha was counſel on their ſide, aſſured me, he 

never was more perplexed and confounded than 
when he perceived I had ſeized. this poſt, in 
which he had placed all his ſtrength and confi- 
gence z tho“ ho man is more expert and vigi- 
lant in his profeſſion, or more prepared againſt 
a ſurprize. · The ſenate decreed, that an account 
ſnould be taken of what effects Clafficys was pol-. 
ſelſed of before he went into his government, 
which ſhould be given to his daughter, and di- 
rected the overplus to be divided among the un⸗ | 


8 2 e. The Forge ee 00 farther that 
i ys "About fa el of our money, e 
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had received ſince his return. Hiſpanus and Pro- 


bus were ſentenced to be baniſhed for five years: 
ſo very atrocious did that conduct now appear, 


which ſeemed at firſt to be doubted whether it 
was criminal or not. A few days afterwards we 


proceeded againſt Clavius Fuſcus, who married * 
the daughter of Claſſicus, and Stillonius Priſ- 
cus, who commanded a troop under him; but 


with very different ſucceſs: : for the former was 
acquitted, and the latter baniſhed. Italy for two 
_ years. At the third hearing, ye thought it ad- 
. viſable to Join ſeveral accomplices i in one gene- | 


ral charge, leſt by protracting this affair any 


longer, even juſtice herſelf ſhould be quite ſpent 
and worn out. We had indeed, deſignedly re- 
ſerved the moſt inconſiderable of the perſons con- 
. cerned, to this day; the wife of Claſſicus only 
excepted, againſt whom, tho' there was ſtrong 
ſuſpicion, the proofs were by no means chought 
clear: as to his daughter, who was likewiſe i in 

the number of the accuſed, there was not the 
leaft ground: to charge any thing upon her. When 

therefore in the concluſion of the pleadings 1 
was to take notice of her, I thought it would ill 
become me to bear hard upon one who appear- 
ed to be innocent; and therefore I ſpoke very 

- fully and Saab in her favor, as there was now no 
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danger that this would take off from the a : 
of the accuſation, a. it might have done if I had 
mentioned i it in the out · ſt of the cauſe. I addreſſ- 
ed my ſelf to the deputies, and deſired they would 
tell me if they had any thing to alledge againſt 
her, Which they thought they could prove; and 
s appealed to the ſenate whether I ought to employ 
- my eloquence, if in truth I had any, to the de- 
ſtruction of the innocent: and I concluded with 5 
ſaying, But perbaps I ſhall be aſked, if T take upon 
% myſelf to aft as a Judge? By no means : I conſider 
my ſelf however as an advocate cheſen out from 
amidſt that venerable body. 
Thus ended this cauſe, in Which ſo many 
11 parties were concerned, ſome of whom were 
{ acquitted, but the greater number condemned, 
either to perpetual baniſhment, or for a limited 
time. The ſenate were pleaſed in the ſame de- 
cree to honor us with a very ample teltimony i in 
our favor, by expreſſing their approbation of our 
f diligent, faithful, and reſolute behavior in the ma- 
1 nagement of this trial: the only reward equal to 
ſo laborious. a taſk. You will eaſily conceive the bo 
fatigue we underwent in ſpeaking and debating 
ſo long and fo often, and in examining, aſſiſting, 
and confuting ſuch a number of witneſſes; as well 
as what a difficult and diſagreeable taſk we had, to 
vichſtand the Private ſolicitations, and public op- 
| | PORE i 
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W of the friends. of the accuſed. To- give 
— 00 hard upon a party 
whom he favored, could not forbear interrupt. 
ing me; Give me leave, ſaid I, to go un; for 
. when T have ſaid all I can, be will ſtill be as in» ½d%e 
nocent, at be was before. From hence you will © 
collect what a ſcene of contention I went thro?, , 

and what enemies I brought upon my ſelf. Hows 
ever it was but for a ſeaſon. For tho? honeſty . ' + 
may, for the time, offend thoſe it oppoſes ; et 
it will at laſt be juſtified and "admired, even ou 
She wry rs wh ar fwns Vn TREE 
Thus I have laid before you, in the ca _ 
manner Lam: able, this whole tranſaction. Ton 4 
Will regret, perhaps, the reading ſo long a letter, M 
5 and tell me it was ſcarce worth the trouble. Afk 
me then no more what is doing at Rome; and 
remember, in my excuſe, that conſidering the . 
time this trial took up, the great number of per- 
ſons concerned, and the ſeveral procxedings againſt 
them, my letter is of no unreaſonable length; and 
I xeally think Thave related the whole with as much 
brevity as exactneſs. But upon recollection 5 
find I muſt recall that laſt word; for I perceive, a 
little too late indeed, that T have omitted a ma- 
terial circumſtance. However, I will mention it 
| Wie, tho? 8 — out i of; its rh. In this 1 f 
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have the authority of Homer, and ſeveral other 
great names to keep me in countenance z and the 
critics will tell you this irregular manner has its 
beauties: but upon my word, it is a beauty I had 
not at all in my view, One of the witneſſes, whe- 


| ther in reſentment that he was ſummoned eontrary 
wt his inclination, or that he was ſuborned by ſome 
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of the parties accufed to weaken the credit of the 


charge, deſired leave to exhibit” articles againſt 


Norbanus Licinianus, one of the deputies, and a 
commiſſioner appointed to carry on the preſent 


proſecution, alledging, that he had * prevaricated 
in his charge againſt Caſta, the wife of Claſſicus. 
The laws direct, that the party accuſed ſhall be firſt 
| proceeded againſt, before any information ſhall be 


received tothe prejudice of the perſon who brings. 


the. charge 5 becauſe, how far he is to be credited 
will beſt appear from the accuſation itſelf. But fo 


extremely odious was Norbanus, that neither the 


authority of the laws, nor a regard to his public 
function, could protect him. He was a man of 
an infamous character, who, like many others, 

had uſed his intereſt with Domitian to very vile pur- 


ers by the province to manage this trial, not be- 
1 m 155 ap dere of his integriry, but as 
| "+ being 
A prevarieator is defined by the Civitians, to be one that 


| betrays the cauſe to the adverſary, and turns on RO Oey 
R e 


4 


— * 


4 poles. He was appointed one of the commiſſion- 
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; being adeclared „ 
been baniſhed. Norbanus deſired he might have time 
allowed: him for his defence, and a copy of the ar- 
ticles of his accuſation. | Both Which were. refuſed 
him, and he was ondered to anſwer immediately 
to the charge. He did ſo; and! when I conſider 
his character, 1 know. not whether 1; ſhould: Tay | 
with great impudence, or great cpurage, but un- 
doubtedly with great readineſs. There were many - 
things alledged againſt him, much more to his-diſs 
advantage than the crime with which he was par- 
ttccularly charged. Among the reſt, Pomponius 
- Rufus, and Libo Frugi, perſons of conſular dig- 
_ nity; depoſed, that he was counſel, in he reign f 
Domitian, for thoſe infamous wretches who had 
informed againſt Salvius Liberalis. In ſhort; Nor- 
banus was CON demned and baniſhed. When there - | 
fore 1 came. to ſpeak. againſt Caſta, inſiſted ſings 
ly upon this ſentence againſt: Norbanus. But I 
urged this to little purpoſe ; for by a very unprece · 
dented and indeed a contradictory way of proceed- 
ing, the perſon accuſed was acquitted, while he wuo 
| had entered into this combination in her favor, i 
vas condemned. You will be curious to be in- 
formed how we, who were counſel againſt her, 
ated in this extraordinary conjuncture. We ac- 
quainted the ſenate, that as we had received all 
eur inſtructions from Norbanus, we could not, if 
ES... ER 
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he ſhould be convidted of colluſion with this wo- 
man, proceed without. new ones. After this, 
| e ere tun 
medling in the affait. Notbanus, after his con- 
viction, continued preſent throughout the — 
proceedings, and preſerved the lame reſolution, 


\Þ or impudence to the laſt. And here, upon revie w- 


ing my letter I find I have been guilty of ano- 
Wer omiſſion. - I ſhould have told you, that Sal- 
vius Liberalis inveighed ſtrongly againſt the reſt 
of the deputies, inſiſting,” that they had betrayed 
ehe truſt repoſed in them by the province, and. 
had not brought to Juſtice all the parties they 
were directed to proſecute. As he is a man of 
| {rear warmthk of temper and much eloquence, 
they were really in ſome danger; But I took 
chey are ſo grateful as to — — 

them from the ſtorm wich Which they w | 
threatened. And now, my friend, I 7 — 
end to my letter in good earneſt; and will not 
Getain you with adding a fyllable more, even 
tho I ſhould find fore circunifldnces'lave RL 
: 1 if "Parewel e 
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Did es it is true, acquaint you, at my lat 
vit, that I had compoſed ſometlung in „ 
of your ſon; becauſe it was not witten ſor the fake 
of oſtentation, bat merely as a pri vate tributs 'of 
affection to his memory; and a d conſolation 2a 
me in my concern for the loſt of him. Beſices, 


had recited, I ĩmagined you were informed ati che 


lame time of the ſubject ; and I ue unwilling ito 


caſt a gloom upon your chearfulmeſs in that ſeaſen 
of gayety in which I found you, by recalling to | 
your remembrance ſo ſevere a misfortune? I have | 
even ſtill ſome doubt, whether ſhould only 
0 2 what I then recited, or join with it what I de- 
ſign for another eſſay vor a ſingle tract was nat on- 
ty inſufficient, to give due. ſcope to the ſentiments 
of my heart, and to comprize the full offerings I 
would pay to one whoſe memory I ſo: infinitely 
love and honor; but! it ſeemed alſo more for the 
| _Intereſt of his fame, to have i it thus ſpread by we 
"Tate pieces. But the conſideration, that it will be 
” treating you with a more friendly openneſs to. 
tranſmit to you the whole now, rather than reſerve 
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do ſo ; eſpecially as you have aſſured 1 me you will 


not part with it out of your hands, till I think 


Proper to ſend it abroad. I beg you would give 
me an inſtance of the ſame unreſerved freedom, 


1 Pointing out to me what you ſhall judge wouſd 
be beſt: altered, omitted, or added. It is die. 


-(and-I-know it by what I feel myſelf); for a mind 


n affliction to attend to ſuch little cares. However, 
as you would direct a painter or ſtatuary ; 
repfeſenting che figure of yeur ſon, what parts 
he ſhould retouchi or expreſs, ſo 1 hope you will 
or (as you are pleaſed to think it) this immortal 


ture of his mind, which I am endeavoring to 


draw ;-for che ncsreris- hall reſarnble the orig. 


nal; and the more finiſhed: it ſhall be, ſo much 


the more s pg 0 n 8 ne 


ln, 7 * 
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＋ is the generous diſpoſition of tors to 
1 heighten the. good offices of his friends ; 3 and 
in that light you muſt look upon thoſe ftrong pro. 
feſſions he makes of his obligations to me. It is 
true, PRs when the err were a pales 

| © 3 Rome 


a Domitian baniſhed a - not ng from. Rome 


but Italy, as Suetonius and A. Gellius wins us: among Rs 


Fg — 


was: the celebrated ce ad 
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and ran the greater hazard in paying hin tliat 
viſit,” as I was at that time Prætor. I likewiſe ſup- 
plied him with a conſiderable ſum to diſcharge 


| ſome (lebts he had contracted: Nen W 


occafſions, tho* I was oblig 


myſelf- z While his other friends; 5 b 0 power 


and fortune were capable of aſſiſting him, | ſtood 


| calmly at a diſtance” without contributing any re 


lief to his diſtreſs. This I did under the diſedu- 
raging inſtances before my eyes of the ſufferings· of 
ſeven of my friends; Senecio, Ruſticus, and Helvi⸗ 
dus being juſk then put to death, at the ſame timt 
that Mauricus, Gratifla, Arria, and Fannia were ſent 
into exile. And ſcörched as I was with the lighten 
ing of che ſtate; Which thus flaſhed round me, Thad 
great reaſon to expect it would not be long before 

it deſtroyed me tos. But I do fot eſteem myſeff 
upon that account, às meriting the high encomi. 


uns my friend beſtowe upon me: all I pretend c 
is, that J was not guilty of the infamous! meanneſs 


2 of abandoning him in his misfortune. I had, as 


far! as the difference of our ages wou admit, ia. 
friendſhip for his father-in-law Muſonivs; WF hom I 
boch loved and eſteemed;- Artemidorus himſelf _ 
I made acquaintance with when I was military 
tribune in Syria, waere I entered into the ſtricteſt 


intimacy with him. And I Vu myſelf upon 
Vor. 1. i the : having 


Romez I went to Teehinrachs houſe near the hey 0 
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having given this firſt mark of ſomething right 
in my diſpoſition, that I ſo early diſcovered the 
merit of this amiable man, who if he is not a phi- 
| loſopher, exceedingly reſembles one; I am ſure at 
traſt; of all thoſe who take upon themſelves: that 
title, I know none of a more ſincere and unaffect- 
ed integrity. I forbear to mention how patient be 
is of heat and cold, how indefatigable in labor, 
2 ho abſtemious in the pleaſures of the table; n! 
bu abſolutely he reſtrains all his appetites z for 
rheſe qualities, conſiderable as they would cer- 
teinly be in any other character, are rendered leſs 
eonfpicuous in him, by the ſuperior Juſtre of thoſe 
more extraordinary virtues which recomm 
him to Muſonius for a ſon-in-law, in ae 
e ſeo many others of all ranks who paid their ad- 
Fa drefles: to bis daughter. I cannot therefore hut 
1 pe highly ſenſible of the advantageous terms in 
which he ſpeaks of me to every body, and parti 
eularly to you. But I am apprehenſive (eo re· 
turn to the obſervation with which I ſer out) that 
the, warmth of his generous benevolence may 
carry kim beyond the bounds 1 deſerve: for he, 
who is ſo free from all other errors, is extreme- g 
y apt to fall into this good-natured one, of 
over rating the merit of his friends. Furewel. 
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T Accept 881 your 3 to 5 that = Þ 
; muſt make this agreement. before-hand, 
1 850 you diſmiſs me ſoon, and treat me frugally. i 
cdu entertainment abound only in philoſophical - 
© -. converſation and even that too with madera- 
tion. There are certain midnight parties, which 
Cato himſelf could nor ſafely fall in with; tho? I 
muſt confeſs at the ſame time, that J. Cæſar *, 
when he reproaches him upon that head, exalts 
the character he endeavors to expoſe ; for he de- 
| ſcribes thoſe perſons who met this reeling pa- 
triot, as ern when they diſcovered who: he 
* detefed «rag and not they Cato. Could he 
Place the dignity. of Cato in a ſtronger light 
than by repreſenting him thus venerable even in 
his cups? As for ourſelves nevertheleſs, let tem- 
perance not only ſpread our table, but n | 
our hours: for we are not arrived at ſo high. a 
reputation, that our enemies 8 auler . 
n Frevel. Na e ee 
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" Have ſent you, as you dated, the panegyric 
I ſpoke in my late conſulſhip in honor of our 
| ics excellent * emperor ; and intended to have 
done ſo, tho? you had not requeſted it. I could 
wiſh when you peruſe i it, you would conſider the 5 
difficulty, as well as the dignity of the ſubject. In 
other compoſitions, where the reader is not ac- 
quainted with the ſubject, the novelty of it engages 
his chief attention; bur in a topic ſo known and 
exhauſted as this, he has nothing: to divert him 
from conſidering the ſtile and manner of his au- 
thor, which he is at full leiſure to contemplate : 4 
and the writer has a hard taſk. to pleaſe his read- 
ers, when the whole force of their criticiſm is di- 
rected to that ſingle point. But I ſhould be glad 
they would have in view the diſpoſition, the fi- 
gures, and conuections 1 have obſerved in this 
diſcourſe. Aeſtrong imagination, and pompous 
= expreſſion, will ſorneximes break out in the moſt 
unpoliſhed writer; but regularity in the plan of 
a work, and propriety in the figures, is the di- 
© Kinguiſhing mark and particular privilege of an 
improved genius. The ſhining and the elevated 
is not always to be purſued, As ſhades in a pi- 
"Shes ſhew the luminous "parts. to more advan- 
_ tage, 
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tage, ſo the plain and ſimple in writing recom- © . ÞÞ 
: mends and heightens the ſublime. But I forget 5 _ 
that I am talking to one who is ſo complete a 


1 judge of theſe matters. I ſhould rather beg of _— 
you to point out to me what you ſhall think re- = 


quires correction: for if 1 find you diſlike ſome 


parts, I ſhall be more inclined to believe you "7 
move of the reſt.” Fare wel. : 
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"HE horrid barbarity which the ſlaves of Lar- 
gius Macedo, a perſon of Prætorian rank, 

8 exerciſed upon their maſter, is ſo extremely 
tragical, that it deſerves to be the ſubject « of ſome- 
thing more conſiderable than a private letter; tho? 
at the ſame time it muſt be acknowledged, there 
was a haughtineſs and ſeverity in his treatment 
them, which ſhewed him W A a that his . 
own father was once in the ſame tation ' They, 


ſurrounded him as he was *bathingy,/ar is villa * 
near Formiæ, and ſome beat him abotgt the-face” 


and head, whilſt others trampled upon his breaſt, IR 
bis. belly, and his privy parts: When they i ima- 1 1 
gined they had thus completed their intentions = 
they threw him upon the burning pavement of the _ 
Hob; bath, to try if there was any remaining life. 
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left in him. He lay there ſtretchec dit, md mob 
Teſs, either as really ſenſeleſs, or counterfeiting to be 
ſo; upon which they concluded him actually dead. 
In this condition they brought him out, pretending 
that he had fainted away by the heat of the bath. 
_ -. Someof his morę truſty ſervants received him, and 
the alarm being ſpread thro” the family, is miſtreſ- 
ſes ran to him with the moſt violent ſhrieks. The 
noiſe of their cries, together ' with the freſh air, 
brought him a little to himſelf, and he gave ſigus 
(as he now ſafely might) that he was not quite dead. 
The murderers immediately made their eſcape; 
| but the greater part of them are taken, and they 
ate in purſuit of the reſt. By proper application he 
Vas, with great difficulty, kept alive for a few days, 
and then expired, having however the fatisfaction 
before he died of ſeeing juſt vengearice inflicted 
on his affaſſins. Thus you fee to what indignities, 
outrages, and dangers, we are expoſed. Lenity and | 
good treatment is" no ſecurity from the villainies 
af your ſeryants;. for it is malice, and hor refleckion 
i that arms ſuch ruMans againſt- their niafters.—Ss 
much for this piece of news: and now, I think, 
I am exhauſted. But you will be apt, I imagine, 
to aſk, © is this all? In 'triith it is; otherwife, 


| you ſhould” have it; for my paper and my time 


d ( ke ix Bety Gy oz) WI UW be W 
add more. Upon recolleQtion however, I can rell 
VV» 


, 
f * . 
While I I. 
9 
® is 
2 ' , 


which juſt now occurs to me. As he was once in 


en bath at Rome, a remarkable, and (as it 


nous accident happened to him. A ſlave of Mace - 
do's, in order to make way for his maſter, laid his 
hand gently upon à Roman knight, who ſuds 


düenly turning round, by miſtake gave Macedo ſo 


violent a blow that he almoſt knocked kim down. 
' Thus the bath ſeems to have been fatal to him by 
a kind of gradation; for firſt he received an in- 
| id and are loſt his life there. F arewel. 
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LETTER _ Fo Pes | 


FO U deſire me to nd your poems in my 
retirement, and to examine whether they 


a for public view; and after requeſting me 


to turn ſome of my leiſure hours from my own 
ſtudies to yours, you remind me that Tully was re- 
markable for his generous encouragement and pa- 
tronage of poetical geniuſes. But you did not do me 
| Juſtice, if you BPO I wanted either intreaty or 
example upon this occaſion, who- not only honor 
the muſes with the Da religious regard, but have 


_ * alſo the warmeſt friendſhip for yourſelf : I-ſhall 
therefore do what you require, with as much plea- 


dure as care. I believe I may venture to declare 
n as „  before- 


erl. 1 
vou one farther circumſtance- min, to Macedo, 


„ 


-4;A 
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before hand, that your performance is extremely 
pheautiful, and ought by no means to be ſuppreſſed: 
At leaſt that was my opinion when I heard you. re- 
* citedtaif indeed your manner did not impoſe upon 
mez far the ſxill and harmony of your elocution is 
1 1 truſt however, the ce 
ing cadence did not entirely overcome the force of 
* my criticiſm; it might poſſibly a little ſoften its 
ſeverity; but could nat totally, I imagine, diſarm 
me of it. I think therefore I may now ſafely pro- 
nounce my opinion of your poems in general 4 
what they are in their ſeveral parts, I ſhall. judge 
when I read 1 15 ec gfe s 


LETTER * To Nero 


I 8 frequently obſerved, that 8 0 5 
noble actions and remarkable ſayings of diſ⸗- 
erb perſons in either ſex, thoſe which have 
been moſt celebrated haye not always been the 
moſt illuſtrious; and I am confirmed in this opi- 
nion, by a con verſation I had yeſterday with Fan- 
nia. This lady is grand- daughter to that celebrated 
Arria, who animated her huſband to meet death, 
by her own glorious example. She inform- 
ed me of ſeveral particulars relating to Arria, 
not leſs heroical than this famous action of hers,” 
tha? boſs taken notice * Which I am perſuaded 
will 


ook III - of PLINT: | 11 


will aus your” Wüfien s much as they did 
mine. Her huſband Cæcinna Pætus, and her ſon, 
were both at the fame time attacked with a dange. 

- rous illneſs, of which the fon died,” This youth, | 
who had a moſt beautiful perſon and amiable be- 


havior, was not leſs endeared to his parents by bis | 


virtues than by the ties of affection. His mother TORY 


3 managed his funeral ſo privately, that P ætus did + 


not 55 of his death. Whenever ſhe came into 


his bed- chamber, ſhe pretended her ſon was better: 

and as often as he enquired after his health, would 
anſwer that he had reſted well, or had eat with an 

appetite. When ſhe found ſhe could no longer re- 


ſtrain her grief, but her tears were guſhing out, 1 


ſhe would leave the room, and having given vent 
to her paſſion, return again with dry eyes and a fe- 
rene countenance, as if he had diſmiſſed every ſen- 
timent of ſorrow at her entrance. n 75 


; 3 2 
1 0 (EY 


The ay as 8 by NNE bp the antient c hs. 
rians, is to this purpoſe: Pætus having joined Scribonianus, who 
was in arms in Illyria againſt Claudius, was taken after the 
death of the latter, and condemned to death. Arria, having in 
vain ſolicited his life, perſuaded him to deſtroy himſelf, rather 
than ſuffer the ignominy of falling by the executioner's hands; 
and in order to encourage him to an act, to which it ſeems he 
was not much inclined, ſe ſet him the example in the manner 
Fling relates. 
* Ina pleaſure-houſe 8 to the Villa Laden iſa at 

% Rome 3 is a ſine ſlatne repreſenting this action: Pætus 
is ſtabbing himſelf with one hand, and holds up the dying 

Arria W * aer | mY e body 80 ſo looſe, as 14 
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was, no doubt, truely noble, when drawing the 
dagger ſhe plunged it in her breaſt, and then pre- 


ſented it to her huſband with that ever memora- | 


ble, I had almoſt ſaid that divine expreſſion, Pe- | 
tus, it is not painful... It muſt however be conſi- 
\dered, when ſhe ſpoke and acted thus, ſhe had the 
proſpect of immortal glory before her eyes toencou- 
rage and ſupport her. But was it not ſomething 
much greater, without the view of ſuch powerful 
motives, to hide her tears, to conceal her grief, 
and chearfully ſeem. the mother when ſhe was ſo 
no more? 
Scribonianus bad taken up arms in We We 
5 againſt Claudius, where having loſt his life, Pæt us, 


who was of his party, was brought priſoner to 


Rome. When they were going to put him on 
board- a- hip, Arria beſought the ſoldiers that ſne 
might be permitted to go with him: Certainy, 
faid ſhe, you cannot refuſe a man of conſular dignity, 

48 be is, a few ſlaves to wait upon bim; but if you 
wil tate me, T alone will perform their offite. This 
| daruc. however, ſhe could not obtain 5, upon which 


ſhe 


if every joint were relaxed. | Wright s Travels, p. 3 34- Mar- 
tial alſo has celebrated this heroic action in a famous epigram: 
. Caſta ſuo gladium cum traderet Arria Pæto, 
Ryem de wiſceribus traxerat ip/a ſuis 3 * | 
| Sigua fades, vulnus quad feci non dolet, in 3 
Sed quod tu facies, hoc mibi, Pete, dalet. Au hin: 14. 
When from her breaſt, chaſte Arria ſnatch'd the ſword, 
And gave the deathful weapon to her lord, 
My wound, ſhe ſaid, believe me, does not ſhares 3 
Tis thine alone, my Pztus, pains my heart. 


% 
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ſhe hired aa and N 0 
. to follow the ſhip. At her return to Rome, the 
- miet the wife of Scribonianus in the emperot's pas- 
- +> 1 who preſſing her to diſcover all ſhe knew of 
that inſurrection, Vas] ſaid ſhe, ſball IT regard thy. 
advice, who ſaw thy buſband murdered: eum in- 
ih ver) arms, and yet ſurviveſt bim? An enpref- 
ſton which plainly ſhews, that the noble manner in 
which ſhe put an end to her life, was no unpreme- of 
ditated effect of ſudden paſſion. When Thraſes, - | 
| who married her daughter, was diſſuading het from 
» her purpoſe of deſtroying herſelf, and among other 
arguments which he uſed, ſaid to her, Would yar 
then adviſe your daughter to die with me, if my life 
were to be taken from me? Moſt certainly I would, 
| ſhe replied, if ſbe bad lived as long and in as muth 
harmony with you, as I have with my Petns, 
This ariſwer greatly heightened the alarm of her 
family, and made them obſerve her for the future 
more narrowly ; which, when ſhe perceived, ' ſlie 
aſſured them, all their caution would be to no pur- . 
| Poſe. 'You may oblige me, (aid the; 10 erecute m] 
ere in a way that will give me more pain, 
| but it is impoſſible you ſhould prevent it. She had 
ſcarce ſaid this, when ſhe ſprang from her chair, 
and running her head with the utmoſt violence a- 
_ gainſt the wall, ſhe fell down, in appearance dead. 
10 we brought to her lt, es faid the, 
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if you would not ſuffer me to take the eaſy paths: to 
death, I ſhould male my way to it thro ſome more 
difficult paſſage. "Now, is there not, my friend, 


ſe 


nething much greater in all this, than the  ſo- 


much-talked- of, Pætus, it is not painful? to 


which, indeed, it ſeems to have led the way: and 


yet this laſt is the favorite topic of fame, while all 


the former are paſſed over in profound ſilence. 
Whence I cannot but infer, what I obſerved in 
the beginning of my letter, that the moſt famous 
actions are not always the moſt noble. Farewel. 


2 | 


LETTER XVII. To Servianus. _ 


10 what ſhall I attribute your long filence A 


Is it want of health, or want of leiſure that 
prevents your writing Or is it, perhaps, that 


you have no opportunity of conveying your let- 


ters? Free me, I intreat you, from the perplexity 
of theſe doubts; for they are more, be aſſured, 


that I am able to ſupport; and do ſo, even tho' it 


be at the expence of an expreſs meſſenger: 1 will 
gladly bear his charges, and even reward him too, 


ſhould he bring me the news I wiſh.—As for my 


ſelf, 1am well, if That, with any propriety, can 


| be ſaid of a man, who lives in the utmoſt ſuſpence 


and anziety, N the apprehenſion of all the ac» 
1  cidents 
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cidents which can, poſſibly befall the friend 00 
_ PE loves. l ane «7 ee 
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1 Was obliged by my conſular office to com- : 
A pliment the emperor * in the name of the re- 
public ; but after I had performed that ceremony 
in the ſenate i in the uſual | manner, and as. fully as 
the time and place would allow, I thought it a- 
greeable to the affection of a good fubject, to en- 
i large thoſe general heads, and extend them into a 
complete diſcourſe. My principal view in doing 
ſo, was, to confirm the emperor in his virtues, by 
paying that tribute of applauſe to them which they 
ſo juſtly deſerve: and at the ſame time to direct 
future princes, not in the formal way of lecture 

but by bis more engagin 8 example, to thoſe paths 
they muſt purſue, if they would attain the ſame 
| heights of glory. 10» inſtruct princes how to 
form their conduct, is a noble, but difficult taſk, 
and may, perhaps, be eſteemed. a preſumption : 0 
| but to applayd the character of an accompliſhed | 
_ emperor, and to hold him out to poſterity, as 3 
ght to guide ſucceeding monarchs, 1 is a method 
equally uſeful, and much more modeſt. It afford- 


| oe me a alt! hgh ag when 1 recited this 
«7 | . 


» 

„. 5 NY y 
N * 5 

* 8 £3 


855 ane- 
* 
| Pa * 
a 1 7 7 
\ 


"Bs. 4 
o * N 2 41 * 4 ww 
EY * 
* 
a 
. 


a4 The LETTERS Book III. 
panegyric, tuat my friends gave me their com- 
pany, tho' I did not ſolicit them in the uſual form 


of circular billets, but only deſired their atten- . 
dance; if it would be agreeable to them, and theß 


ere entirely diſengaged. You know the excuſes 
which are generally made at Rome to avoid invi- 


; tations of this kind ; 3 yet, tho? the weather prov- 
ed extremely bad: at that time, they attended the 
recital for two days together; and when I thought 


it wopld be unreaſonable N detain them,any long- 


er, they inſiſted upon my going -thro* with it the 


next day. Shall I conſider this as honor paid to 


my | wag or to polite literature? Rather let me 


fuppaſe to the latter, which tho! well · nigh extiact, 


ſeems to be now again reviving amongſt us. 
Yet what was the ſubje& which raiſed this uncom- 


mon attention? No other than what formerly,” 
even in the ſenate, where we were gbliged to ſubmit 
to it, we could not endure to hear, tho* but for a 


few moments. But now, you ſee, we have pa- 
1 tience to recite and attend to a topic of the ſame 
nature for three days together: and the reaſon of 


the difference is, not that we have more eloquence, 


but more liberty than formerly, and conſequently 
write with more ſpirit. It is an additional glory 


therefore to our preſent emperor, that theſe ſort 
of harangues, which were once as odious As they 

43 3 were falſe, are now as pleaſing as they are ſin- 8 
cere. But it was not only the earneſt attention 
„„ of 


e . 


vous parts of my diſcourſe gave chem much ſa- 


Bock III 
of my audience eee 
was greatly delighted too with the e 

tteir taſte: for 1 obſerved; chat the mote ner- 


tisfaction. It is true; indeed, chis work, which 
was written for the peruſal of the world in ge- 
neral, was read only to a few; however, I would 
willingly look upon their particular judgment as 
an earneſt of that of the public, and. rejoice at 
: chic — taſte as if it were univerſally ſpread. 
| eloquence as in muſic, the vitisted ears 
ef the aulliente introdurad a depraved ſtile a but 
now, 1 am inclined to hope, as a more refined; 
judgment prevails in the public, our compoſi- 
tions of both kinds will improve too ; for thoſe 


I imagine, however, in ſubjects of this nature the 


florid ſtile is moſt proper; and am ſo far fro 


; 3 unnatural, that I am moſt 
apprehenſive "har: cenſure will: fall en thoſe. 


mented. Nevertheleſs 1 Anny alia Um 
abecded ourftile, hal 0 place, as it ougbt, to 


you a eau how i have been employed theſe 
laſt 
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thinking that the gay coloring I have uſed, will 


1%. 2 1 > 3s, ' 1 . 
dn 8 actos ee S. 8 


Er AIRIIr TTL re YT I re rr — 0 * 
yo - a — — — 5 
— — — — . 


— 
— 


ee ee no 


* 3 


7 e 
— 


3 
825 
"Os a 1 - en hk 
—— S — Y—— E l ͤöi— SEE 


1 222 = — 


r 


PR 3 
r Bw 


IX WV 


GOAL od 7 
.. ei a ee 


176 Me LETTERS. Bock . 
laſt three days, that your abſence might not en | 
2 tirely | deprive you; of a pleaſure, which from your 
friendſhip to me, and the part you take in every 
ching that concerns the intereſt of learning, I know ̃̃ 
| you W have, received, the FO had been * 
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you Muſt have ebe you, as unte in an affair 
ch concerns my finances. An eſtate is of- 

red to be ſold which lies contiguous to mine, and 
mdeed is intermixed with it. There are ſeveral 
circumſtances which ſtrongly incline me to this pur- 
chaſe, as there are others no leſs weighty: which | 
deter me from it. The firſt recommendation it has 
ds, the agreeableneſs of its joining to me 3 the next. 
the advantage as well as the pleaſure of being able 
to viſit it under one trouble and expence ; to have 

it looked after by the ſame ſteward, and cultivated 
almoſt by the ſame huſbandmen; and to have on- 
y one villa to maintain, as it will be ſufficient to 
keep up the other juſt in common repair. I take | 

a account furniture, houſe-keepers, garden- 

ers, artificers, and all the apparatus that relates 
| — as it ſaves a very conſiderable expence 
when you are not obliged to keep them at more 
bouſes than one. on . * I don' t know 
a | ; Whe- 


Book ML of PLINY.? 15% 
whether it is prudent to venture ſo much of ones 


eaſualties; it ſeems a more ſure method of guard 
ing againſt the caprices of fortune, to diſtribute 
one's poſſeſſions into different ſituations; beſides,' 

there is ſomething extremely amuſing in ſhifting; 
the ſcene, and travelling from one eſtate to ano 
ther. But to mention the point of principal diffi- 
culty: the lands are rich, fertile, and well: watered, 


cConſiſting chiefiy of meadow- grounds; vineyards, : 


and woods, the produce of which,-tho” it is not 
very great, or very profitable, yet ſeldom fails: 
but then, to balance the advantages of ſoil, the 
preſent tenants have been extremely oppreſſed. 


The perſon who was laſt in poſſeſſion uſed frequent- 
ly to ſeize and ſell their ſtock, by which means, 


tho? he leſſened the debt for the preſent, yet in the 
event he greatly impoveriſhed the eſtate, and the 
conſequence was, that they were again in arrears. 
I ſhall be obliged therefore to furniſh theſe honeſt 

farmers with a new fupply of Hands for tillage, 
which I muſt be at the expence of buying, as there 
are none left upon the eftate, neither have I any 


© bond-flaves * of my own. And now it remains 


only to inform you of the price, which is three 
„ o mil- 


2 The Romans uſed to employ their criminals 3 in the TIED 
offices. of a+ ſuch as Pionghing, &c, Plin. fi. N. 5 
I. 18. 3. | | * 
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millions of ſeſterces.. It has | formerly ſold 
for five* millions, but partly boy tha general cala- 
mity of the times, and partly by its being thus, 
ripped of laborers, the income of this eſtate 1 is 
reduced, and conſequently. its value. You will be 
' inclined; perhaps, to enquire whether I can eaſily 
raiſe the purchaſe· money? It is true, indeed, my 
eſtate is chiefly: in land, tho' I have ſome money 
placed out at intereſt; but I can without difficul-- 
ty borrow any ſum I have occaſion for. I habe 
always a ſure reſource in the purſe of my wife's 
mother, which I can uſe with the ſame freedom 
as my own: ſo that you need not give yourſelf 
any trouble as to that article, if you ſhould have 
no other objections, which I beg you would very 
maturely conſider: for as in every thing elſe, ſo 
particularly in matters of ceconomy,. no man has 
more en and nn, than e 
F arewel. | 


2 82 7 ER AX. To Maximus. 


O0 Saber, no doubt, to Et read 


what commotions were occaſioned by the 
Jaw which directs that the © g elections of magi- 


ſtrates 
-b About . of our money. 
.© About 46,000 1. of our money. 5 
4 The author of this law was one Gabinies; a \ tribune of 
the people, A. U. 614. It gave a very conſiderable blow to 
the influence of the MOOT. as in this * of balloting, it 
% could 


Bock II. , PL IN VJ. wy. 
ſtrates ſhall be by balloting, and how much the 
author of it was both approved an d condemned. 

Vet chis very law the ſenate lately unanimouſly re- 
cei ved, and upon the election day, with one con- 
ſent, called for the ballots. It muſt be owned, the 

method by open votes had introduced into the ſe- | 


nate more riot and diſorder than is ſeen even in the . 


; aſſemblies of the peopie; all regularity i in ſpeak- 
ing, all decency of filence, all dignity of charac- 
ter was broke thro'; and it was univerſal- diſſo- 
nance and clamor : here, the | ſeveral candidates run- 
ing from ſide to ſide with their patrons ; there, a 
troop collected together in the middle of the ſe- 
nate-houſe : and, in ſhort, the whole aſſembly di- 
vided into ſeparate parties, created the moſt inde- 
cent confuſion. Thus widely had we departed 
from the manners of our anceſtors, who conduct- 
ed theſe elections with a calmneſs and regularity 
ſuitable to the reverence which is due to the ma- 
jeſty of the ſenate. I have been informed by ſome 
 whs remember thoſe times, that the method ob- 


ſerved in their afſemblies was this: the name of 


the perſon who offered himſelf for any office being 
called over, a profound ſilence enſued, when im- 


mediately the candidate appeared, pg after he 
| N 1 had 


| hk not be ae on MYR ade the 3 gave their | 
votes, and conſequently took off that reſſtaint they before 0 
under, by the fear of offendi "0 their layeriors. 10 


; 85 2 7 
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had ſpoke for himſelf, and given an account to 


the ſenate of his life and manners, called witneſſes 15 


in ſupport of his character. Theſe were, either the 
perſon under whom he had ſerved in the army, 
or to whom he had been Quæſtor, or both, (if 
the caſe admitted of it) to whom he alſo joined 
ſome of thoſe friends who eſpouſed his intereſt. 5 
They delivered what they had to ſay in his favor, 
in few words, but with great dignity . and this had 
far more influence than the modern method of 
humble ſolicitation. Sometimes the candidate 
would object either to the birth, or age, or cha- 
racter of his competitor; to which the ſenate 
would liſten with a ſevere and impartial atten- 
tion: and thus was merit generally preferred to 
intereſt. But corruption. having abuſed this wiſe 
inſtitution of our anceſtors, we were abliged to. 
have recourſe to the way of balloting, as the 
moſt. probable. remedy for this evil. The me- 
thod being new, and immediately put in pra- 
Rice, it anſwered the preſent purpoſe very well: 
but, I am afraid, in proceſs of time it will intro- 
duce new inconveniencies; as this manner of bal- 
loting ſeems to afford a ſort of ſcreen. to injuſtice. 
and partiality.. For how few are there who pre- 
ſerve the ſame delicacy of conduct in ſecret, as 
when expoled to the view of the world? The 
truth! is, the generality of mankind revere Fame 
more than Conſcience. But this, perhaps, may 


lt . f LINE ute” 
be pronouncing too haſtily upon a future contin- 
Sency: be it therefore as it may, we have in the 
mean while obtained by this method an election 
of ſuch magiſtrates as beſt deſerved the honor. 
For it was with us as with thoſe ſort of judges 
who'are named upon the ſpot, we were taken | 
before we had time to be biafſed, and therefore 
determined impartially. | 
T have given you this detail, not only as a piece 
of news; but becauſe T am glad to ſeize every 
opportunity of ſpeaking of the republic ; a ſub- 
jet, which as we have fewer occaſions of men- 
' tioning than our anceſtors, ſo we ought to be 
more careful not to let any of them ſlip. In good 
_ earneſt, I am tired with repeating over and over 
the ſame compliments, How d' ye do? and I hope 
you are well, Why ſhould our letters for ever 
turn upon trivial and domeſtic. concerns ? It is 
true, indeed, the direction of the public weal is 
in the hands of a ſingle perſon, who, for the 
general good, takes upon himſelf ſolely to caſe? 
us of the care and weight of government; but 
ſtill that bountiful ſource of power permits, by a 
very generous diſpenſation, ſome ſtreams to flow 
down to us: and of theſe we may not only taſte 
our ſelves ; but thus, as it were, adminiſter them 
to our rabſea. ne Farewel. a 


M x. —_ 


A 
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15 LETTER *I To Pneus. 


- 1 "RB juſt 1 an account of the dend of 

poor Martial, which much concerns me. He 
was a man of an acute and lively genius, and his 
Vritings abound with an agreeable ſpirit of wit and 


ſatire, conducted at the ſame time by great candor 


and good- nature. When he left Rome I made 


him a preſent to defray the charges of his journey, . 


which I gave him, not only as a teſtimony of my 
friendſhip, but in return for the verſes with which 
he had complimented me. It was the cuſtom of 
the antients to diſtinguiſh thoſe poets with honor- 


able and pecuniary rewards, who had celebrated: 
particular perſons or cities in their verſes ; but this 


generous practice, with every other that is fair and 


noble, is now grown out of faſhion ; and in con- 
ſequence of having ceaſed to act laudably, we 
conſider applauſe as an impertinent and worthleſs 


tribute: You will be deſirous, perhaps, to ſee the 


verſes which merited this acknowledgment from 


me; and I believe I can, from my memory, 
Partly ſatisfy your curioſity, without referring you 
to his works: but if you ate pleaſed with this ſpe- 
cimen of them, you muſt turn to his poems for 


the reſt. He addreſſes himſelf to his muſe, whom 
1 . LE, . he 


- Bock we PLINY: — 
he directs to go to my houſe upon the a  Efquilie 3 35 


but to approach me with reſpect: 


: Go, wanton muſe, but go with care, 
Nor meet, ill-tim'd, my Pliny's ear, 
He, by ſage Minerva taught, | 

Gives the day to ſtudious thought, 
And plans that eloquence divine, 

Which ſhall to future ages ſhine, | 
And rival, wondrous 7 ully ! thine. 
Then, cautious, watch the vacant hour, 
When Bacchus reigns in all bis pow'r, 
M ben crown'd with roſy chaplets gay, 

| Fen rigid Catos read my lay. 


Do you not think that the poet who wrote in ſuch 
terms of me, deſerved ſome friendly marks of 
my bounty then, and that he merits my ſorrow 


now? For he gave me the moſt he could, and it 


was want of power only, if his preſent was not 
more valuable. But to ſay truth, what higher can 


be conferred on man than honor, and applauſe, and 


immortality? — And tho? it ſhould be granted, 


that his poems will not be immortal, till, no 
doubt, he compoſed them upon the | OY " 


ſuppoſition, Farewel. e 


a One of the feven famous hills N 55 which Sake was 
ſituated. . 
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BOOK Iv. 
LETTER I. To Fa 


O U have long Jefized a viſit from your 4. ll 
grand-daughter * and myſelf. Nothing, be | 

aflured, could be more agreeable to us both; for 

we equally wiſh to ſee you, and are determined 

to delay that pleaſure no longer. For this purpoſe 

our baggage is actually making ready, and we 

are haſtening to you with all the expedition the 

roads will permit. We ſhall ſtop only once, and 

FR e that 


# Calphurnia, Pliny's wife; 
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that "i a ſhort time; intending to turn a little 
out of the way in order to go into Tuſcany :. not 


for the ſake of looking upon our eſtate, and into. 
our family concerns, for that we could defer to 
another opportunity; but to perform an indiſpen- 
ſible duty. There is a town near my eſtate, called 
d.- Tifernum-upon-the-Tiber, which put it ſelf 
under my patronage when I was yet a youth. 
Theſe people enter extremely into my intereſt; 
celebrate my arrival among them, expreſs the 
greateſt concern when I leave them, and in ſhort 
give every proof of an affection towards me as 
ſtrong as it is undeſerved. That I may return 
their good offices (for whats generous mind can 
bear to be excelled in acts of friendſhip?) I have 
built a temple in this place, at my own expence ; 
and as it is finiſhed, it would be a ſort of i impie- 
ty to omit the dedication of it any longer. We 
deſign therefore, to be there on the day that cere- 
mony is to be performed, and I have reſolved to 
celebrate it with a grand feaſt. We may poſſibly 
continue there all the next day, but we ſhall 
make ſo much the more expedition upon the 

road. May we have the happineſs to find you 

and your daughter in good health ! as T am ſure 
we ſhall in good qe: if mou ſee us ſafely ar- 
rived. PF arewel. | 


* 


- 


L E T. 


No Citta di Caſtello. 
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— L E 7TE R U. | To Clause. 


EGU LUS has loſt his Fan _ it is s per- 


. haps, the only undeſerved misfortune which - 
could have befallen him; for I much doubt whe- - 


ther he thinks it one. The boy was of a ſpright- 


ly, but ambiguous turn ; however he ſeemed pn 
ble enough of ſteering right, if he could have a- 


voided ſplitting upon his father's example. Regu- 
lus gave him his * freedom, in order to entitle him 


to the eſtate left him by his mother; and when he 


got into poſſeſſionf of it, endeavored (as the cha- 
rater of the man made it generally believed) to 


wheedle him out of it, by the moſt ſingular and in- 
decent complaiſance. This perhaps, you will ſcarce 


think credible; but if you conſider Regulus, you 
will not be long of that opinion. However, he now 
expreſſes his coneern for the loſs of this youth in 
a moſt outragious manner. The boy had a great 
number of little coach and ſaddle horſes; dogs of 
different ſorts, together with parrots, black- birds, 
and r N ? 3 abundance: all theſe Regulus 


2 The Romans had an abſolute power over their children, 


Ps 


N 


of which no age or ſtation of the latter deprived them. See 


B. 8. Let. 18. not. 


b This bird was much eſteemed amongſt nice eaters, and 
was fold a at a high price. n mentions, as an inſtance of 


great 
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| flew © round the funeral pile of his ſon, in the of- 
tentation of an affected grief. He is viſited upon 
this occaſion by a ſurpriſing number of people, who 
thoꝰ they ſecretly deteſt and abhor him, yet are as 
aſſiduous in their attendance upon him, as if they 
were influenced by a principle of real eſteem and 
affection; or, to ſpeak my ſentiments in few words,  - 
they endeavor to recommend themſelves to his fa- 
vor, by following his example: He is retired to his 
villa *croſs the Tiber; where he has covered a vaſt. 
| | | extent 


7 


5 N 9 8 bs; ; 1 iP, 
great extravagarce, two brothers who uſed to dine upon 
them: - j . 


Quinti progenies Arri, par nobile fratrum— 
Luſcinias ſoliti impenſo prandere coemtas. L. 2. Sat. 3. 


. A noble pair of brothers ; 
On nightingales of monſtrous purchaſe dined. 


4 Mr. Francis. 
From an unaccountable notion that prevailed among the 
antients, that the ghoſts delighted in blood, it was cuſtomary 
to kill a great number of beaſts, and throw them on the fu- 
neral pile. In the more ignorant and barbarous ages, men 
were the unhappy victims of this horrid rite. Even the com- 
paſſionate /Eneas is NY by V bit as practiſing this 
cruel ceremony, at the funeral honors which he performed to 
the memory of the unfortunate Pallas. | 


—Sulmone creatos | 
Quatuor hic juwenes, totidemque quos educat Ufens, 
Viwentes rapit ; inferias quos immolat umbris, 


Capti vogue rogi per furidat ſanguine flammas. En. 10. 517. 


Four youths by Sulmo, ſour by Ufens bred, 

Unhappy victims! deſtin'd to the dead., 

He ſeiz'd alive, to offer on the pyre, . | | 
And ſprinkle with their blood the funeral fire, Mr. PIT. 
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extent of 3 with his porticos, and erouded 
all the ſhore with his ſtatues: for he blends pro- 
digality with covetouſneſs, and vain-glory. er 
infamy. By his continuing there, he lays his vi- 
ſitors under the great inconvenience of coming 
to him at this unwholſome ſeaſon; and he ſeems 


to conſider the trouble they put themſelves to, 


as a matter of conſolation. He gives out, witk 
his. uſual abſurdity, that he: geſigns to marry: 
You muſt expect therefore, to hear ſhortly of the 
wedding of a man oppreſt with ſorrow and years; 


that is, of one who marries both too ſoon and | 


too late. Do you aſk me why I conjecture thus? 
Certainly, not becauſe he affirms it himſelf (for 


never was there ſo infamous a liar) but becauſe 5 | 


| there is no doubt that Regulus: will do OO 
thing he ought not. e 


| Tum you. ils twice > ripe the Sanity 
of Conſul, with a conduct equal to that of 


our moſt illuſtrious anceſtors ; that few, (yous 
modeſty will not ſuffer me to ſay none) ever have, 
or ever will come up to the integrity and wiſdom 
of your Aſiatic adminiſtration ; that in virtue, in 
authority, and even in years you are the firſt of 
Romans; theſe, moſt certainly, are ſhining and 
noble parts of your character: nevertheleſs, I 
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© own it is in your retired hours that I moſt * 


* 


mire you. To ſeaſon the ſeverity of buſineſs with 
the ſprightlineſs of wit, and to temper wiſdom 
with politeneſs, is as difficult as it is great: yet 


theſe uncommon qualities you have moſt happily 5 | 


united in thoſe wonderful charms, which not on- 


* 


9 1 cannot but envy Greece the honor of your 


iy grace your converſation, but particularly di- 


ſtinguiſh your writings. Your lips; like the ve- 
nerable old man's in Homer, drop honey, and 
one would imagine the bee had diffuſed her 
| ſweetneſs over all you compoſe. Theſe were the 
| ſentiments I had when I lately read your Greek 


epigrams and ſatires. What elegance, what beau- 
ties ſhine in this collection! how ſweetly the 
numbers flow; and how exactly are they wrought 


up in the true ſpirit of the antients! what a vein | 


of wit runs thro? every line, and how conform- 
able is the whole to the rules of juſt crigiciſm ! 
1 fancied 1 had got in my hands Callimachus or 
Herod, or, if poſſible, ſome poet even ſuperior to 
theſe: tho), indeed, neither of thoſe authors ex- 


celled, as you have, i in both thoſe ſpecies of poetry. 


Is it poſſible, that a Roman can write Greek in ſo 
much perfection? I proteſt I do not believe A- 
chens herſelf can be more Attic. To own the 


pre- 


F 5 — ——— Ns op 
Hoverns avopsoe, Aus IN &YyopnTnhs, 


- Tx Na. dr YA@GONS pEAIT0S YAUKIOY peey avdy. II. 1. 127. 


Experienc'd Neftor, in perſuaſion ſkill'd ;/ 


Words ſweet as honey 5 tits lips . 5 Porz. 


LE - Book W. N PLIN v. 197 
| : preference. had ſince you can write thus ele- 8 
& gantly in a foreign language, it is paſt conjecture 
1 what you ou have e 5 your” own. 
— Ga W - 
2 15 E 7 7 FI * 1. Eo Shows. o 15 2 
Have x Every 8 1 ie Calviſius F Ne- 
pos; as indeed he is a man of indefatigable 
. induſtry, great eloquence, and (what I prefer to 
all the reſt) of conſummate integrity: he is ne- 
phew to your friend and my gueſt Calvifius, I 
beg therefore you would do him and his uncle the 
honor of making him one of the tribunes * of 
the ſoldiers. It will be an obligation to us at the 
ſame time, as well as to Nepos, whom, I am per- 
ſuaded, you will think equally deſerving your 
favor. You have beſtowed numberleſs good offi- 
ces upon many; but I will venture to fay, you 
never conferred one that "was better placed than 
here; eng few, perhaps, ſo well. Farewel 1 
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| 5 5 T is ſaid, when“ Aſchynes at the i of 5 
1 1 the Rhodians, read to them one of his ora- 


2 yolk —_— with that . Demoſthenes had 
ES Their buſineſs. was 'to decide all 8 in the ar- 
my, to take care of the works and camp, &. Their W 
laſted but ſix months Kennet's Antiq. 
| 2 See B. 2, Let, : 


1 
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compoſed upon the ſame occaſion, they were both 


received with the loudeſt applauſe. I am not ſur- 


gues of ſuch excellent ora- 
tors ſhould be thus warmly admired, when. 1 


prized that the h 


conſider, that even an oration of mine, which [ 


lately recited before a very learned audience, was 
heard with equal earneſtneſs and approbation, for 


two days ſucceſſiyely: yet there was not the plea- 
ſure which ariſes from a contention between two 


rival pieces, to awaken their attention. The Rho- 


dians, beſides the particular merit of the orations, 
had the entertainment of comparing them toge= 


ther, to excite their curioſity ; but mine had the 
good fortune to pleaſe, tho? deſtitute of that en- 
livening recommendation; whether deſervedly or 


| no t, you will judge, When you read the perfor- 


mance; the extent of which will. not permit me 
to introduce it to you with a longer preface. 
| uſt tRerefore ſhorten. my letter, in order to re- 

4 . Toncile you the better to the length of the ſpeech 


that attends ity which however, [-have not en- 


larged . 185 bounds my 7 88 
Faremel. Ex 8 


; 9 * 
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4 Storm of hail, 3 has pe 


all the produce of my eſtate in Tuſcany; 


while that which I have on the other fide the Po, 
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other places I can ſhew you full barns; ſo there 1 


can entertain you with good ſtore of the literary 
5 kind. Let me adviſe you then, if you. wiſh for 


a never-failing revenue, to purchaſe ſomething 
upon Gy: contem plative coaſt, -F wevel.. 


- 


* 


875 E 17 E * 7IL To Leros. 


Have often cold you that Regulus i is a man * 
ſpirit: whatever he engages in, he is ſure to . 
| execute in a moſt extraordinary „manner. He 


choſe lately to be extremely concerned for the loſs * 


of his ſon : accordingly. he mourned for him in a2 


way which no man ever mourned before. ” He. 


took it into his head that he would have ſeveral 
| ſtatues and rEpreſentarions of him: 


| all the artiſans in Rome are ſet to work. Colors, 


$a = 


Wax, braſs, ſilver, ivory, marble, Al exhibit the 
figure of young Regulus. Not long ago. he read, 
Vor. I. F ory 


a ug” 


%. 


Eb DR. 
tho? it has proved extremely fruitful chis ſeaſon, £02 
yet from the exceſſive cheapneſs of every thing, 
turns to ſmall account. Laurentinum is the ſingle 
poſſeſſion which yields me any advantage. 1 80 
have nothing there, indeed, but a houſe and gar- | 
dens; all the reſt is barren ſands ;” ſtiff however, 
my beſt productions riſe at Laurentinum. It * 
there I cultivate, if not my lands, at leaſt my 55 


mind, and form many a compoſition. As in 


425 immediately N 
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before a numerous audience, a panegyric upon the - 
life of his ſon: a large book upon the life of a. 
boy ! ! then a thouſand tranſcribers were employed . 
10 copy this curious anecdote, which he diſperſed , 
all over the empire. He wrote. likewiſe a ſort of 
circular letter, to the ſeveral * Decurii, to deſire 
they would chooſe out one of their order who. bad 
a ſtrong clear voice, to read this eulogy to he.” 
People: and Jam informed has been done accord · 
ingly. Had this ſpirit (or whatever elſe you will 
call an earneſtneſs in executing all one undertakes). 
been rightly applied, what infinite good might ig 
have produced] The misfortune j is, this active 
caſt is generally ſtrongeſt in men of vicious cha- 
racters: for as ignorance begets raſhneſs, and know 
ledge inſpires caution; ſo modeſty ĩs apt to depreſs * 
and weaken the great and well- formed genips, 
whilſt boldneſs ſupports and ſtrengthens low and 
little minds. Regulus is a ſtrong proof of the 


truth of this obſervation: he has a weak voice. 5 


an auk ward addreſs, a thick ſpeech, a flow imagi- 
nation, and no memory; in a word, he has nothing 
but an extravagant genius: and yet by the aſſiſt- 
ance of this flighty turn and much impudence, hes... 
| paſſes with many * a finiſhed orator, Heren- 
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nus Senecio reverſed Cato's definition of an ora- 


tor and applied it with great juſtneſs to Regulus: 

A orator, ſaid he, #5. a bad man unſkilled in 
RY oe DS 2” 
4 3 | + * 8 8 0 


bd b Cato, as we learn from Nonius, compoſed a treatiſe up- 
on rhetbric, for the uſe of his ſon, wherein hie defined' an ora- - 
tor to be, 4 good man, ſeilled in the art of ſpeaking. The judi- 
eius Quintilian has embraced this notion, and employs a _ 
Whole chapter to prove that, None but a good man can be 

d an orator;“ for want of virtue is, in this excellent critic's | 


eeſtimation, want of genius: noble ſentiments and unworthy |. 


actions, can never, he maintains, reſide in the ſame boſom ; in 
." eodem pectore nullum eſt honefium turpiumgae conſortium. Inſt. 
Orat. I. 12. c. 1. Longinus eitabliſhes the ſame principle; as 
' +, Indeed it prevails in general throughout the antients, which 
they extend not only to oratory, but poetry and all the fine arts. 
A modern author (whom future ages will mention with the beſt 
of the antients) has adopted this opinion, and illuftrated it in 
- ſeveral parts of eee e writings; “ Knavery, ſays that 
noble writer, is mere diſſonance and diſproportion; and tho“ 
4 villains may have ſtrong tones, and natural capacities of j 
action; tis impoſſible that true judgment and in enuity ſhould 
_ * ««. reſide. Where harmony and bonefty have no being. Thus 
ES. the ſenſe of inward numbers, the knowledge and practice of 80 
1 ſoeęial virtues, and the familiarity and favor of the moral 
« graces, are eſſential to the character of a deſerving artiſt, 
and juſt favorite of the muſes. Thus are the arts and virtues 
_ «« mutually friends; and thus the ſcience of Virtusſos, and that 
gf wirtue itſelf, become, in a manner, one and the ſame." 
{ Characteriſtics, vol. 1. p. 208, 338.] . Virtue, no doubt, is 
the higheſt good ſenſe, and all deviations from moral rectitude 
are ſo mat ſe reaſonings. Still it muſt be owned and re- 
gretted, that great parts have too often been found united 
© with great defiſencies of the moral kind, to make the reality 
of that character either improbable or uncommon. Experi- 
ence will force us to give eredit to hiſtory in this caſe, rather 
than philoſophy, and oblige us to acknowledge there is no- 
thing inconſiſtent in what the elegant Paterculus ſays of Cu- 
rio, whom he repreſents as, ingeno/i/ime neguam, & facundus 
2 „ moſt ingeniouſly wicked, and eloquent to the 


＋ 


7 


4 deſtruktion of his country.“ Parterc. Hiſt, 1. 2. 48. 


196. ; The LETTERS 0 Bock Iv. - 


| theart of ſpeaking. And, in good earneſt, Cato 
definition is not a more exact deſcription of a true 
orator, than Senecio's is of the character of this 
man. Would you make a ſuitable return to this 
letter? let me know if you, or any of my friends 


in your town have with an air of pleaſantry mouth- | 2 


- 


ed (as Demoſthenes calls it) this melancholy piece + 


to the people, like a ſtroller in the market- place. z 


: ”"- 


For ſo abſurd a performance muſt move rather * 


laughter than compaſſion: and indeed the com- 


2 is as . as the * Farrwel. 
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M* advancement to the the dignity of Au- 


gur*, is indeed an honor that juſtly merits. 


the congratulation you give me; not only as it 


is highly glorious to receive, even in the li ight- 
eſt inſtances, a teſtimony of the approbation of * 
wiſe and judicious a prince; but as it is alſo an 
aneient and ſacred inſtitution, which has this wich - 

and peculiar privilege annexed to it, that it is for 
> life. Other ſacerdotal honors, tho' they may, 


2 Their bufineſs was to inte 
gies, &c. and to foretel whether any action ſhould be fortunate, 
or prejudicial to particular perſons, or to the whole common - 


wealth. Upon this account they very often occaſioned the diſ- 


placing of magiſtrates, the deferrin o* blic aFemb 
3 s Rom. Antiq. p 67. . 1 * 


b dee B. 2. L. 1. in not. 


* 
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e N this in dignity, - yet as . are 
given, ſo they may be taken away: but fortune 
has no farther power over his, than to beſtow it. 
What recommends this dignity to me ſtill more, 
is, that [ have the honor to ſucceed ſo illuſtrious 
a perſon as Julius Frontinus. He for many years, 


upon the nomination: day of proper perſons to be 


received into the ſacred college, conſtantly pro- 
Poſed me, as it he had a view to my being his 
©* ſucceſſor and ſince it has actually proved ſo in 
the event, I am willing to look upon it as ee 
ching more than accident. But the circumſtance, 
it ſeems, that moſt pleaſes you in this affair, is, 
that Tully enjoy d the ſame poſt; and you re- 
Joice (you tell me) to find that I follow his ſteps 

as cloſely in the paths of honor, as I endeavor to 
04 in thoſe of eloquence. I wiſh, indeed, as 1 
had the advantage to be admitted earlier into the 
ſacred college, and conſular office than Cicero, 
%o might, in my more advanced years, catch 
ſome ſpark, at leaſt, of his divine genius! The 
former, as it is in the gift of man, may happen. 
to me and to many; but the latter is an attain-· 
ment much too high for my 3 n in La 
| Gipot of TING Farewel. Md 
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LETTER IX. To Unzvs. "Of 


E have been engaged for ſeveral days bet 
V. in the cauſe of Julius Baſſus, a man grown 
familiar with misfortunes, and rendered conſpicu- 
ous by a ſeries of calamities. In the reign of Veſ- 
paſian, two private perſons informed againſt him, 
and the affair being referred to the ſenate, it de- 
pended there a conſiderable time, when at laſt he 
Was honorably acquitted. During the time of Ti- 
tus, he was under continual apprehenſions of his 
reſentment, as being known to favor the intereſts 
of Domitian: yet when the emperor aſcended the 
throne, Baſſus was exiled ; but afterwards recalled 
by Nerva. Having obtained the Proconſulſhip 
of Bithynia, he was at his return from thence 5 
accuſed of bribery and extortion; and as he was 
proſecuted with warmth, he was defended with 
vigor. The ſentiments of the ſenate were greatly 
divided, however the majority were on the moſt 
favorable fide, Pomponius Rufus, a perſon of great 
ſpirit and vivacity, was counſel againſt him. He 
as ſeconded by Theophanes, one of the-deputies 
from the province, and, indeed, the chief pro- 

moter and inflamer of this proſecution. I began 
the reply; for Baſſus infiſted that the foundation 
of bis dejence Mould be kid by me, He deſired 


me to Word the conſideration "fv was due to 
His illuſtrious birth, and to the dangers he had un- 
- dergone 3 that his accufers were informers by pro- 
 eſſion, whoreaped conſiderable advantage by their 
| *trade; and to diſplay the true reaſons which ren- 
dered him odious to the ſeditious, and particular- 
I to Theophanes ; bur above all, to confute the 
principal charge that was brought againſt him > 
for in all the reſt, however grievous the accuſa- | 
tion might appear, he not only deſerved to be ac- 
' quirted, bur highly commended. The great dif- 
ficulty of the caſe was, that, in the ſimplicity of 
1 heart, he had incautiouſly received the gifts ; 
which ſome of his friends in the province (for he 
had been among them before as Queſtor) thought 
proper to ſend him. This, which his accuſers 
called rapine and extortion, Baſſus juſtified under 
the notion of preſents. But then the laws expreſs- 
ly forbid perſons: in his ſtation, to receive any 
| HC whatſoever. Now what method of de- | 
fene ſhould I ſtrike into upon this occaſion ? If 
I denied the fact, I was afraid it would look like 
à tacit confeſſion that it was actually extortion: 
| beſides, to diſown what was fo notorious, would 
* to eee rather than extenuate the charge. 
ff.... ĩ˙ 15. 
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And, inked, he had put that out of Fo power ; 
of his counſel, if they had thought it proper; for 
he had acknowledged to ſeveral perſons, and par- 
ticularly to the emperor, that he had received and 
returned a few ſlight preſents upon his. birth-day, . 
| and at the feaſt of the Saturnalia, Should 1 
apply. to the clemency « of the ſenate ? That would 
be ruining my client at. once, by confeſſing the 
; nature of his offence was ſuch, that there was no 
other way of ſaving him, Should 1, then juſtify 
the fact? But in ſo doing I ſhould have injured 
my own character, without rendering any ſervice 
to Baſſus. Under theſe difficulties I thought i it 
would be beſt to ſteer a middle courſe ; 45 and 1 flat- 
ter myſelf T happily hit ypon it, But night coming 
on ſeparated, as uſual, the combatants. I had ſpoke 
for three hours and a. half, ſo that J had ſtill an 
hour and half remaining. For the law. having al- 
| lowed ſix hours to the plaintiff, and nine to the 
defendant, Bafſus had ſo. divided this portion « of 
time between me and the advocate who was to 
Y ſpeak after me, that I had five hours, and he the 
reſt. But perceiving my ſpeech had made a. fa- 
| vorable impreſſion upon the ſenate,. I thought it 
would be moſt adviſable to add nothing more; 
for it is not prudent, you know, to puſh one's 
| ſucceſs 


| py” Celebrated in * of Pr Te at be time it mu 
ealtcmary for frier ds to ſend . to ore another. 


* 
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ſucceſs too hs” | Beſides, I was 1 . 


ſhould not have e to renew the defence the 


5 3 ho I begin again * having reſt 


ed. There was yet another conſideration which 
N great weight with me: 1 2 was afraid that as 


the diſcontinuance of my ſpeech, would abate my 


own ardor; ſo the reſumption of it might prove 
tireſome to my hearers. When an harangue is 
carried on in one continued courſe, the ſpeaker 


beſt keeps up bis own fire, and the attention of 
the audience, both which are apt to cool and grow 
languid upon a remiſſion: :juſt as, a continued- 


motion preſerves the light of a torch, which when | 


once it is. extinct, is not eaſily re-inflamed. Bu 
Baſſus, almoſt with tears in his eyes, earneſtly 
preſſed me to go on with his defence for the re- 
mainder of the time; which I accordingly. com- 
plied with, preferring his intereſt to my own. 
And the event proved extremely favorable ; for 
found the attention of the ſenate as freſh and 
lively as if it had been rather animated, than fa- 


tigued by the former part of my ſpeech. I was 


. ſeconded: by Luccius Albinus, who entered ſo 
8 thoroughly into my reaſoning, that our ſpeeches, 
- whilſt they had the variety of different and diſtinct 
orations, had the connection and uniformity of one 
entire harangue. Herennius Pollio replied to us 
with l ſpirit and ſolidity: and after him Theo- 


e Fo phancs 


— 
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Phaties ſpoke en A in- chis, 48. 18 every thing 


elſe, diſeovering his uncommon affurance, by 


1 Preſuming to take up the time of the ſenate after 
two ſuch eloquent perſons, and of confular digni- 


ty. had ſpoke before him. He kontigürd haran- 


Suing till evening, and even beyondꝭ it; for the 
called for lights. The next day Titius Homulus, 
and Fronto ſpoke glorioufly in behalf of Baſſus. 
The Fourth day was employed in examining the 
| proofs. Bæbius Macer, the conſul deft; declar- 
ed Baſſus guilty, within the expreſs words of the 
law relating to bribery and extortion. Cæpio Hiſpo 
Vs of Opinion, that, without affecting his dig- 


nity, "the caſe ſhonld- be refer'd to the ordinary 


Jucges:"and both their ſentiments wete founded 
in reafon. 'You will wonder how that can be; fince 
they were fo extremely different. But you will 


obſerve that Macer, WhO conſidered the mere let. 


ter of the law, might very reaſonably condemn 
him, when it appeared he had taken preſents con- 
trary to the expreſs prohibition of that law. On 


the other hand, Cæpio ſuppoſing that the ſenate 
had a power, (as undoubtedly it has) to moderate 


i 1 * 
5 FX ; 
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15 * "oy two perſons here mbant are Hefen rohe and 


Fomponius Rufus, mentioned above, who pleaded againſt Baſ- 
ſus, on the ſame fide with Theophanes. Some critics indeed, 


ſappoſe Pliny includes: himſelf; but the contrary ſeems j_ 
from the context. See Maſſon. vit. Plin. 8 


Z 
o 


3 the rigor of che laws, might u upon 5 : 
good grounds think this a caſe worthy of their | 
_ clemency, as being (tho? indeed contrary to the 
expreſs letter of the law, yet) not unfrequently 
practiſed. The motion of Cæpio prevailed, and 
when he roſe up to give the reaſons for his vote, 
che ſame acclamations attended him, as uſually 

follow an approved ſpeech. You will eafily judge 
therefore, how great the applauſe was after he had 


| ſpoke, when he received ſuch unuſual ones be- 


fore he began. I find the ſentiments of "thoſe 
without doors, as well as in the houſe, are divi- 
ded into two parties; they who approve of C. 
pio's vote, condemn Macer's as ſevere and hard: 


on the contrary, the partizans of Macer's opini- 


on, treat the other as too mild and indeed incon- 
ſiſtent. They aſſert, it is highly abſurd to ſend 

a man to be tried before the ordinary judges, and 
yet ſuffer him to retain his "fear in the ſenate. 
ſhould have told you that there was, beſides thoſe 

I have mentioned, a third opinion. Valerius 
Paulinus, who joined in ſentiments with Cæpio, 
was for adding farther, that the ſenate ſhould 
proceed againſt Theophanes, after he had finiſh- 
ed his commiſſion as deputy from the province. 
For he inſiſted, that Theophanes in the courle 
of his accuſation, had been guilty of ſeveral 
things which fell within the prohibition of this 
"wh . upon which he grounded his informa- 


as 


_ 
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tion againſt Baſſus. But cho⸗ this propoſal was 


in general highly approved by the ſenate, yet * 


conſuls thought proper to drop it: Paulinus, 
1 had the full credit of ſo honeſt and 
bold a motion. At the breaking up of the honſe, 
Baſſus was received by great crowds of _— 
with the higheſt demonſtrations of 3 Joy. and the 
loudeſt acclamations. This new. difficulty which 
he had fallen into, had recalled: the eee 
of his former troubles ; z and a name which had 
never been mentioned but in conjunction with 
ſome misfortune, together with the appearance of 
a fine perſon broken with ſorrow. and age, had 
raiſed a general compaſſion towards bim. Nou 
may look upon this letter as the fore - runner of 
my ſpeech, which, full and copious as it is, 1 
ſhall ſend you at large; but you muſt not expect 


it ſoon; for it is a ſubject of too mund! * Et 


tance to Pe ane in haſte. F. e 49g 
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"0 U R 3 8 me, that Sabina, wk 
appointed you and me her heirs, tho' ſhe has 
no here expreſly directed that Modeſtus ſhall 
have his freedom, yet has left him a legacy in the 
ene words: Ls &e.—to nn whom: I 
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ſue my ſentiments. have conſulted upon this 4 
vecaſion with the moſt learned lawyers, and 'they - 


590% have ordered to 3 made "ee 


0K Pp $ £32 
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: upon which you de- 


all agree Modeſtus is not entitled to his liberty, * 


| ſince it is not expreſy given, and conſequently that 


the legacy i is void, as being deviſed to a *ſlave. =_ 


am perſuaded. you will Join with me in theſe ſen- 


dead ; which indeed, where it can be diſcovered, / 


others. Let Modeſtus then enjoy his freedom and 


obſerved all the requiſite forms: as indeed they 


profeſſes rhetoric. in Sicily. This unfortunate per- 


But it appears plainly to be a miſtake in the teſta- 9 
trix; and therefore, I think we ought to act in | 
this caſe as if Sabina had directed in ſo many 


words, What it is clear ſhe imagined ſhe had. 1 
timents, who ſo religiouſly regard the will of the. - 


will always be lat to an honeſt mind. Honor is to 
you and me as ſtrong an obligation, as neceſſity to 


_ 4 e 


his legacy in as full a manner, as if Sabina had 


effectually do, who. chooſe their keirs with dif- 
cretion. | Fargwel. 8 ond...» 
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-0 U have FRE. T1 imagine yet heard b 
the news is but juſt arrived) that Licinianus 


> mn lately 0 joyed the 9 of Preztory 


A flave Was inca = of property, and Saks; what- 
ever he acquired EN the —_ of his N 6 


% 
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in a ſtrong pathetic ſpeech which he made a“ 
the opening of his ſchool. O Jortune, aid he, 

Hot rapriciouſyj daſt iber, ſport with pour” 
| Thou, makeſt rhetoricians of ſena'ors, and. JT 
of rhetoricians / a ſarcaſm full of gall. , that one 


might almoſt imagine he fixed upon this Pott 


ſion merely for the ſake of an opportunity of 


applying it. Being dreſſed, when he firſt appear- 
ed in the chair, after the Grecian faſhion (for exiles 3 
are not permitted to wear the Roman gown) Alas, 5 


ſays he, looking upon his habit, I am going 16 
Aduealaim in Latin! To will ſay perhaps, this 
ſituation; wretched and deplorable as it is, is 


what he well deſerves for having thrown ſo vile 


2 ſtain upon his profeſſion by his abominable 
lewdneſs. It is true, indeed, he confeſſed the 


crime with which he was charged; but whether 
it was from à conſcioufneſs of his guilt, or from 


an apprehenſion of worſe conſequences if he denied 
it, is not clear; for Domitian's vengeance gene- 
rally raged with the greateſt fury, where his evi- | 
. him moſt. That emperor had deter- 
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and was eſteemed the moſt eloquent of our ad- Gs” 
vocates, is now fallen from a ſenator to an exile, 
from an orator to a teacher of rhetoric. „Liei- 
nianus, himſelf took noticesof this ſad change, | 


warts - 


8 
- 
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| GE N that Cornelia Maximilla, one ns yveſtal, 
A e virgins, ſhould be buried alive; from an extras 
1 vagant notion that thoſe kind of exemplary ſeve-, 


mes did honor to. hig reign,” Accordingly „ 
3 the character of high-prieſt, or rather indeed in, 
1 0 that of a lawleſy and cruel tyrant; he conyened, 
= 5 the ſacred college, not i dhe pontifical court an 
they uſually aſſemble, but at his. villa eat Alba, 
3 . and there (by a ſeritence no leſs wicked, as it Was 
ME paſſed when, ſhe was not preſent to defend herſelf, 


than as it was the effect of paſſion and revenges), - 
he condemned her of having, violated; her veſtal, - 
vow. Yet he himſelf. had been guilty, not only, 
of dgtavching, his brother's daughter, but Was 
1440 acceffaryto her death; for that lady being a 
„ 8 vidow, in order to conceal her ſhame, endeavors. | 
105 ed to * an d ng, che rag, means. ol. * 
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6 «at es a n eh the 
. oy part of which was the prefervation of the holy fire 
l this fire happened to go 81. it was thought impiety 
5 light it at any common flame, but they made uſe of the puis 
2 and unpolluted rays'of the ſan for that purpoſe. Thers 
were other holy things under their care, of which we ars 
very uncertain accounts. The chief rules preſcribed non.” 
were, to vow the ſtricteſt chaſtity for the ſpace.of ze years. 
Aſter this term was completed, they had liberty to leave the Fo 
' ,** order. If they broke their vow of virginity, they/ were bu- - 
ried alive in a place allotted to that peculiar uſe.” Kennet's. 
Antiq. Their character for ſanQity was {0 great, that Livy- 
mentions two of thoſe virgins having violated their vows, a 2 
ptodigy that threatened deſtruction to the Roman ſtate. L. 23. 
c. 57. And Suetonius informs us, that Auguſtus had ſo high an. 
opinion of this religious order; that he entruſted the care on his 
will * ſix * ha 5 aA in vit. whe | 
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her 1 However, the prieſts were e directed to 
ſee the ſentence immediately performed upon Cor- 
nelia. As they were leading her to the place of 
execution, ſhe called upon Veſta, and the reſt of 
the Gods, to atteſt her virtue; and amongſt other 
exclamations, frequently cried out, I it poſh ble 
that Ceſar can think me polluted, under the in- 
fluence of whoſe ſacred Funktions be has conquered 
and triumphed 2. Whether ſhe ſaid this in flat- 
tery or deriſion ; whether it proceeded from a 
conſciouſneſs of ket i innocence, or contempt of the 
emperor, is not certain e; but ſhe continued ex- 
claithing in this manner, till ſhe came to the place 


of execution, to which ſhe was led at leaſt like a 


criminal, tho? perhaps not really one. As ſhe was 
going down into the ſubterraneous cavern, her 
gown hung upon ſomething i in the way, upon which 
turning back to diſengage it, the executioner offer- 


ed her his hand, which ſhe refuſed with ſome hor- 


ror, as if ſhe could not touch it without impurity. 
Thus ſhe preſerved the appearance of a conſum- 
mate Oy to the concluding ſcene of her life, 


A 


5 


19 5 Aud ber to care c was decently to fall WF 
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hum likewiſe, a Roman kh, who was accuſed 


23 ee 


t was uſual with Dom ** wh nat t only Without 
4 victory, but even after a defeat. | E 


Euripides in his tragedy of Hecuba. — 4 
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cine bau I been guy uf T bave 
| none. Theſe © profeflions of innotceney had Hxed 
upon the character of Domitiam the impuration of 


* | eruelty/and/injulliee; {andtherefote htremely' ek! 


Aa aſÞerate him. Lieihianüs then, beifieſeized by 
due emperor's orders for haviggearri6® off a 
freed- woman of Cornelia's to 0 4 Ahle ſeats, was 
adviſed,” by the perſons WO hack de Eultody"& 
him, to confefs the fact, if he Hibpkd to obtain 


favor, and avoid che laſt puniſhtent Winch he 
accordingiy did. 1 Heren nid Senecio pol or 


him in his abſetice, ſomething in hat abrupt 
manner Which Antiochus in“ Hefner relates the 


QAQleͤcach of Patroclus ? Dead it Par belur HHLA U 
28 an adbocate, faid he I muſt. turn inſui mor: Lit. 


 nidnks' in flel!, This] news wits ſb) agrerable 10 
Domitian, that he could not forbearber aying | 
8 tee! Water Ye: he MASS ace. , 
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Qiity, was, to be ſcourged to deat | 

5 d II. Lid. 18. v. 20, — 1. 

8 — And tells the melancholy tale e tears 3 | 

e EN Sad tidings, ſon of Peleus; thou ae e 
And wretched I, th unwilli [4 mee aer 3 
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_of being her gallant, during che whole Anne his 

ſentence was executing upon hit, id the ſquare 

ncar the ſenate-houſe ( perſiſted in- aging; b, 
een ge of © 


Dead is N 1 08 Pere. | 
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permitted him to carey off ſuch-of his. ; 
be could ſeeure before they were ſeized for the 
uſe of the public, and made his baniſhment eaſy, 
28 a ſort of reward for the cot 
voluntary confeſſion. Licinianus was afterwards, 
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The LET SITY Beck IW. 
wot urge ita 100, ſer. he accordingly | 


plaiſance of this 


epcy_ of the emperor Nerva. Permit. 


| 25 to — om he now profeſſes che- 


4 > $4 4 wt A 4 
* * 


ing you. a. EET. detail 


| of. 8 45 . as domeſtic news. I imagin- 
ed, indeed, as you were abſent when this tranſ- 
action happened, that you had heared only in 


general that Lieinianus was baniſhed upon account 
of his lewdneſs. For Fame uſually makes her re- 


bort in general terms, without relating partcu- 


lr circumſtances. I think I deſerve in return a 


4 fall account of bb that happens in your town and 


for ſometimes, no doubt, oc - 


oy currences ariſe pra worth relating; however, | 


e any thing, provided. you. ſend me a letter 


| as Do as mine. Nut I give you notice, I will 


abate nothing in chis demand, and 1 ſhall not 


"OY ber 1 even the very. hnes 
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' Kon you Jets Me you 
1 have frequently mentioned him to me with 
approbaton but he. ill iſe Rl higher in your 
hb has ee When ho wvin Quad into 
one of the provinces, - the perfor to'whoſt lot it 
fell to attend hit as ſecretary, happening to die 
before his ſatary becatne due, Murcellinus had too 
much honor to chifle he had 4 tight of applying 
the ſum which the public had appointed for this. 
purpoſe, to his own uſe. At his return therefore 
he applied to Cæſar, who referred the conſiderati- 
on f "what ſhowld/be done with-this möney, to 
the ſenate. It was a queſtion indeed of no great 
rrarice ; However 4 queffiön it was. "The 

| ſecretary claimed it for themſelves, 
and the baia of the rreafury for the 
public. | The cauſe was tried, and coumſel were 
' Heard, ho ſpoke extremely well on both ſides: 
Crcinus Strabo was of opinion that the public | 


bad a right to this ſum. Bæbius Macer gave it of | 


for the heirs * but it was determined agreeably to 
he ſentiments of the former. You will, Iam per 
funded, take the firſt opportunity, as I did my- 3 
elf, of expreſſing your approbation to Marcelli- 
nus s of this 3 for tho“ indeed | it is. abundant- 
0 2 | ly 


5 213 "7 re "TE 
uy ſufficient chat he has received the applau 1 


the emperor and the ſenate, yet the addkion o 
yours will be a very conſiderable ſatisfaction to 
him. Thoſe who are actuate 


/ are fond ofipraiſe, even tho it comes from their 
inferiors; hut Marcellinus has ſo high an eſteem 


7 


by a ſenſe of fan | 


of you, as to be particularly deſirous to approve = 
himſelf to your judgment. To whichilet me add, 
it will heighten his pleaſure when he finds; that 
ab fame of ae has travelled ſo far as to 
you. For. I. know not how it is, 
mankind 4 eit more . wichtan n 
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+ brief that'y you; are e ſafely. arrived i in Rome 
24. for tho' I am always deſirous to ſee you, Jam 


more particularly ſo NOW. | A - .purpole to continue > 
a fey days longer at my houſe at Juſculum, in | 
onder to. finiſh; a work which 1 have upon my 


hands. F or. Lam "afraid, ſhould I put a ſtop to : 


this deſign now that ; it is ſo. nearly completed, 1 


ſhall, find it diffcult to reſume i it. In the mean 
while, that I. may loſe no. time, Ifend this' letter 


before me to requeſt a favor of you, Which 1 bope „ 


ſhortly t to aſk i in perſon. But before 1 inform vou 


What my, requeſt} is, 1 muſt * you, into the- ocga: 
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BöbE A erm . 
fon %f: it. Being lately at Oc | rakith * 
my nativity, a nee. jo my neigh? 
Bots, made me a viſit. Taſked him Whether he 
| oratory;! and where? he told ite he did, 
and ar Ne elanbem, And why not here 2 Be 
Ko. . (ſhi his father, who came Witk him) We 
have no profeſſors. * Nol faidsI A 


<<lpettadely" Sers of bade ooh cht 
1 eee — their nee 
: ue dap eee, help 
— #622 country, or inſtructed withymors :ſafery | 
and leſb expenice chan at home and under the 
deys of tkieif parents > upon What eng ca 
terms amighe/ you, by a general contribution 
bree proper waſter if you would only aps 
rextraordinary expenet it cuſts you for your 
r fons zournies; lodgings, and whatever elſe you 
r upon account of their: bega 
428 pay indeed you muſt in ſuch a taſe forievery 
thing. Tho' IJ have nos children myſelfy et 1 
hall willingly contribute to a deſign ſo hene- 
*©©:feial't6 (what 1k upon as a child, ona pa- 
regt). my cduðntrys and therefore Iwill ad- 
e vince third part of any ſum you ſhall think 
e e ge, ſe LING this LOT! i would take 
a 4 = 0 ace . eee & oe 1 be upon 


£8 2 Milan, 
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< have obſerved to be the caſe in ſeveral places . 
<<, where public foundations of this nature have 
been eſtahliſned. The ſingle means to prevens 


tds miſchief is, to leave the choice af the pre- 
e ſeſſars entirely in the breaſt. of the parents, 
bo will be ſo much the more careful te de- 


<-termige;; properly, 2s they ſhall! be obliged to 
de, ſhare the expence of maintaining them. For 


tho they may be careleſs in diſpoſing of ano- 
L ther's bounty, they will certainly be cautious 
how they apply their own; and will ſee that 
none but thoſe who deſerve it ſhall: receive my | 


e len ee nee -e e 


„ courage e heartily in this ofefal de- 

. igen; and be aſſured the greater the ſum my 
e ſhare ſhall amount to, the more: agreeable it 
will be to me. You can undertake” nothing 


that will be more advantageous. to your chi - 
* dren,” nor more acceptable. to your cauntrye 


*. They will by this means receive their educa - 


” tion where they receive their birth, and be ac- 
« cuſtomed from their. infancy. to inhabit and 
t affect their native ſoil, May you; be able to 
* procure profeſſors of ſuch diſtinguiſhed abi · 


| * liries, that the dee towns ſhall be Nn i 


now ſen — to foreigners for edu 
cation, may foreigners in their turn flock hi- 
| * 0 bor eheirinfiniftion*” 219 IE 38 1 1:5 noev 


is bes offices Þ ' plies — you. 

therefore, with all the earueſtneſb a matter *of 16: 
7 much importance deſerves, to lock out, 4. 
mongſt the great numbers of men of letters 
which the reputation of your getius brings 0 
you, proper perſons to whom we may apply for 
this: purpoſe; but without entering into any a- 
greement wich them on my part. For I would 
leave it entirely free to the parents to judge and 
chooſe as they ſhall ſee proper: al} the ſhare 1. 
pretend to claim is; that of contributing my cate 
and my money. If therefore any one ſhall be 
found who thinks himſelf qualißed for che under-" 

taking, he may repair thither 4 bur without * 
lying _ any Ty but * merit. Farewel. ; 
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1 ET T E R 9. v Partages . 
ou 1 Wee Wha, Win grave 
oration; but Tam going to put into your 
14 as a moſt delicate curiofity, ſome of my 
YR amuſements. You will receive then with 

9 CY 3 | this 
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| upon cee eee as Lund 1 5-20 4 
gay, an amorous, a melancholy, or ſatyrical; hu- 
mers and accordingly the; ſtile is ſometimes ele- 
vated, and: ſometimes ſimple. e A nt 0 | 
this, variety, to hit different tates3; as ſome: 
may he: found iu them, perhaps, of general — 
liſh: If you ſnould meet with any paſſages which 
may: ſeem too free, your reading will ſupply yau 
with my apology, in the example of thoſe greut 
and venerable names who have gone before me 
in the fame kind: of writing, who without ſcruple 
have employed not only the: warmeſt -deſcrip-! 
tlons, but the plaineſt terms. This, however is 
azliberty I have not allowed my ſelf ; not as pre- 
ending to more ſeverity (for why ſhould I) but 
becauſe, in truth, IJ have leſs courage. Never - 
theleſs,/ L entirely approue of tlie tule wick Ca-t 
| duenne down for hee kind of of ce mp pſitions 4: 
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cf tfiſcellancous' collections; what'Woultl aff | 
well enough if they were viewed ſeparately) 10 
all their advantage, by appearing in better com- 


Lhd 


not to compare pidces of diſtinct ſorts With one 


another, but e each Performance. a 


uk RINA NY Hig. 


— look upon it as an inſtance of —_ 
value I ſet upon your judgment, a 


to ſubmit the whole to vor e KAI tatiot * | 
than ſelect out of them ſome Gf tie mele fine 
Pieces ſor your approbationi®"Trifeed itt thats Wit 


pany. But a ſenſible and diſcerning reader ouglit 


Jans 66 18 01 38 
a nd5 I it 18, 1 75 in its kind, mot r Condemn'! 
5 no 
ſe it fa "thor 


+01 th the beauties _ ſome 'orhe Fe 
5 4 differebt .nature. "Rue 1 will fay ngthin 


f L \ 


woe of the ; N36 for 5 1 5 i 4 75 if, | 


ol 8995 9 one. e folly, 10% ano her. 15 wy 
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5 * 5 7our 1 I, that 01 Weng 


He 259! 
ſpeak your- opinion of them to. me; with the ſame 


1 Lg 7% "would 17 N 1 


15 24% 


"alk 


(236136 * 


"CN yerſe conſiding of eleven gables, 
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ane this 1 mak, I: vou under no difficuley. 
If, indeed, theſe little poeti eſſays were my 
_ enly, or chief productions, it might ſound, per- 
haps.) 2 little harſh to adviſe me, dee ee | 

bo — N ou may, with great delicacy.and = 
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1710 can pretend to 5 50 ohio in any thin og, it ijt 
is undoubtedly i in the ſingular affection Wh. 5 
1 have for Afinius Rufus. He is a perſon of the 
_ higheſt merit, "and a friend to all good ; men, in 
which number why may I not venture include 
my elk! ? He. and Tacitus (to whoſe eminent vir- 
rues you are no ſtranger) are united i in the frict, | 
elt intimacy. "Ie therefore you eſteem us, you 1 | 
cannot but have the ſame favorable ſentiments of 
Rufus; for 4 ſimilitude of manners is, you know, 
the ſtrongeſt cement of friendſhip. He has ſeve- 
ral children: and in this, as in every thing elſe, 
he acts the part of a friend to his country, by ; 
ſupplying it with a numerous race of citizens, 
which he ſees with pleaſure extend to a ſecond 
generation; and this in an age when even one 
child is thought a burthen, as it prevents that 
| | lucrative 
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| OE . 1 La, | 
4} Fi: , Tel, "A Pies: 490 W ph ay. 
What Gall I do my em ty bags to Gehe . 
Have I not ſaid it, and 1 125 + b 
"Ore each rich dolt t, and 8 his will; 
F Tho! here or there, rhaps, a rogue be found, | 
» Joo wile to gorge the e he nibbles round, 
f . L 1 ** 5 E Do" | the gain, 


be LH NE R S 


1 and in this perſuaſion Tam con- 
nrmed both by your o conſpicuous merit, and 
the diſtiaguiſhing judgment of che emperor. Afi- 
| FEE the 
ther I. baht" to e rale Nowddiaogd: father 
wound Wine me bõth' ſay and think, tho' Bas 
fas is too modeſt to hw af it) chat he is 4 
greater tan chan ichis füther. Were Tio! repre” 
ſent: his abllities, hib probity, "his! learning, Kis 
 ginius; his application und his parts as great 48 
you Wil moſt. certtity experience them; you, 
ho never yet ſuſpected my veracity, would Ry 


ſcarce conceive he deſerved the character. "I 
* 129 Nun 2 


_ 5 ür age ſo "bounded. in merit, As to. Tup: 


1 2 zu with” wee is might Juſtiy Rand ii 


A. 725 4 


competidon. with. m. In that caſe L ſhould: be 5 
chef. to Aale vg, to conſider Well Where to 5 
fix your, choice: but the misfortune-is— _ 


ever 1 will gt ſpeak. of. my. friend in an inyidi- 
ous ſtrain Wi- will only tay: he” is young'n man, 5 


who deſerves. yo ſhould. lock upon him. in the 


ſame relation as our anceſtors uſed” to "confider 
their? Quæſtors, that i is, as your fon. "Men of 
your chatacter for wiſdom, could, chooſe their 
political children of the So” calf hag would 
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The SPE on 1 * a "Conſul and Js 1 = 
was conſidered by the antient Romans as a tye of the ſtrongeſt 
kind, Vid. Cic in Verrem, 


s 
# + ©# 10 # 


— 


* 
Long 


i that i in a place where every thing ig ſeized by the 


Book V PL INV. 221 
wiſh nature wi form their real ones. Will it not 


be an honor to your Conſulſhip to have a Que 
whole father has been i and wo rel. 


back to his nity (and that by their own, oh en. q 


ſion) as, much glory as he derives from it? NY 
me entreat you then to comply with my. requeſt 


and. my. advice, In which, if I ſeem premature 
1 hope you will pardon me, when you conſidet 


man who can firſt | lay hold of it, it is 4 
much too late to wait till preciſely the proper 
time: beſides that there is à pleaſure in anticipst 


ting one's wiſhes. Allow Baſſus then to revers 


you already as his Conſul, and do you in return 


eſteem him as- your Quzſtor;. and may I, who 


P 5 


5 love you both, enjoy that double. pe; The 
1 truth is, as you haye each ſo equal a AG 
1 affection, that I ſhall be obliged to promote with 


all my aſfduity and credit both your. intereſts; in 


this affair, tho they ſhould happen, to be diſtin ; 


ſo it will be extremely agreeable if I may be Ts 
to ſerve theſe two ends a, one. and the fame time 
in my good offices to this young man; and in a 
word, to be ſupported i in this ſolicitation by-your . . 

| aſſiſtance, to whoſe judgment and ſuffrage dhe 


ſenate pays ſo great @ regard... Farewell. 
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—— for Eloquence is ſtill held in honor. 
Being lately engaged to plead in 4 cauſe before 
the Sentumviri, the erowd' was ſo great that f 

not get to my place, but in pafling by the 
8 Roge judges fat.” And 1 have this 


"pleaſing eireumſtance to add farther; that a young 


nobleman having loft Mis robe in the preſs, ftovtl 
in his veſt ko hear me for ſever hours together 
| for fo long 1 was fpealking ; and with' 4 fuceeſs 
equal to my great fatigue. Come on then, ty 
3 Fiend, and let us earneſtly purſue our ſtugics, 


nor ſcreen our o. indolence under pretence : 
of that of the public. Never, we niay' reſt af- 5 


ſured, will there be wanting hearers and readers, 
fo long as we can ſupply them with orators 00 


authors * their attention. N Fatewel. 80 
. 2 7 5 E R wit. 25 . 45 i 


ro dequetir me that Ceecitins, the 1 


An. $ bann. 


my account, but your own, and chat of 5 


* 


er has commenced : a vir againſt Cor- | 
ake her cauſe. 


in her abſence. As 1 ls reaſon to thank you 


. er 


| £ Book g- % PLENY, - ko 
for your information, ſo I have to Sab at” 


| your intresties: without the firſt, indeed, I ou 


have been ignorant of this affair, but the laſt was 
unneceſſary, as I want no ſolicitations to comply, 


where it would be ungenerous in me to refuſeʒ . 


can I heſitate a moment to take upon myſelf the 
| protection of a daughter of Correllius ? It is true, 
: Indeed, tho? there is no particular intimacy. be- 
tween her adverſary and me, we are, however, 


upon good terms. It is true likewiſe, that he is a 


Wi 
4 „ 


a perſon of great rank, and who has. a claim to 

- particular regard from me, as he is entering upon 
an office, which I have had the honor to fill; and 
it is natural for a man to be deſirous thoſe dignities 
ſhould be treated with the higheſt reſpect, which 
he himſelf once poſſeſſed. Yet theſe conſidera- 
tions have little weight, when 1 reflect that it is 
the daughter of Correllius whom 1 am to . 
| The memory of that excellent perſon, than whom 
this age has not produced a man of greater digt 
nity, rectitude, and good ſenſe, is indelibly im- 
preſſed upon my mind. I admired him before 1 
was acquainted with him; and contrary to what 
is uſually the caſe, my eſteem inereaſed in pro- 
Portion as I knew him better; and indeed 1 


knew him/thorgughly, for he created. me without | 8 
reſerve, and admitted to ſhare in his joys and his 


 ſarrows,. in pig and his ſerious hours. When 
* e _—_ — nd eſteemed, and (I will 
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even venture to ſayj) revered me us if il had been 
His equal. When I ſolicited any poſt of honor, 


he ſupported me "with" his intereſt,” and recom- 
mended me by his teſtimoeny; when I entered 


. upon ir, he was my introducer and my attendant; 
5 when M exerciſed it, he was my guide and my 


counſellor.” In a word, where-ever! my Intereſt 
was" concerned, he exerted himſelf with as muck 


aieney as if he had been in al his health and vil 
geot. In private, in public, and at court, "how 
Oden has he advanced and ſupported my repute: 
tion It happened once, that the converſation be. 
" Fore the emperor Nerva turned upon the hopefiil 


young wen of that time, and ſeveral of the toni: 


25 pany were Pleaſed t to mention me with applauſe : 
he ſat for 4 ittle while filent; which gave whit 
ke Tait" the greater weights and then with that 


aif of dignity, to Which you. are no ſtranger,” T 
muſt be reſerved, faid he, in ny praiſes of Pliny, 55 
cauſe be does nothing without my advice. By which 


ſingle ſentence he gave me 4 greater character 


than I would preſume even to wiſh for, as he re- 
pteſented my conduct to be always ſuch a8 Wif. 
dom muſt approve, ſince it was Wbolly under 
the direction of one of the wiſeſt of men. EVen 
in his laſt 
olten mentions,) I But in the” coe Mu 10%g Ur 


1 


i raſfil up” any" friends" to you i: dul ere i, nun 


We, 4) Das kg inf IO 0%. * 1. We | "the 
9/89 | | | 


nents he laid to his- duughtet, (s ſhe 5 


Book W. | of PLI N . _ 
that you may more aſſuredly depend upon, then Pliny | 
and Cornutus. A circumſtance I cannot reflect up- 
on, without being deeply ſenſible how much it is. b 
Incumbent upon me, to endeavor to act up to 
the opinion ſo excellent a judge of mankind con 
ceived of me. I ſhall therefore moſt readily give 
my aſſiſtance to Corellia in this affair ; And will- 
ingly hazard any diſpleaſure I may incur by ap- 
peating in her cauſe. Tho I ſhould imagine, © - 
in che courſe of my pleadings 1 ſhould ünd s 
opportunity to explain and enforce, more at large | 
than I can do in a letter, the reaſons I have here 
mentioned, upon which I reft at once my apolo—- 
gy and my glory; her adyerſary (whoſe ſuit may 
perhaps, as you ſay, be entirely unprecedented;: 
as it is againſt a woman) will not wha excuſe, but 
e. * fn! n 1 


1 7 TER XVII To —— 


\AN 1. give you a a W 


much I admire your Greek epigrams, than 
C by having endeavored to imitate-ſome of them in 
a Latin tranſlation ? I confeſs however, partiy 
from the weakneſs, or as Lucretius calls it, he 
poverty of our native language, much. to their diſ- 

advantage; yet, if cloathed in a Roman dreſs, 
and by my unſkiltul hand, nnn 
e * e to 
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over ſome remaining eauty in them; her 


muſt their charms be, do you imagine, When 


adored 3 all the majeſty of: I lan- . 


's = £ 
: | *. 22 * y 
% ; 1 4 1 l 14 © PE: 
Terran . To Heron.” en 
1 * > \ | 1 y N 


8; you are an an a 4 e 
JEN egard to your family in general, and to 
your late . excellent brother in particular, whoſe 


affection you returned with an equal warmth of: 
reſentiment;; and have not only ſhewn the kind- 


neſs of an aunt, but ſupplied the loſs of a ten- 
der parent to his daughter; you will hear, I 

am well perſuaded, with infinite pleaſure, that: 
ſhe bchaves worthy: of. her father, her grand- 
father, and yourſelf. She poſſeſſes an excellent 
underſtandivg; - together with a conſummate 
prudence, and gives the ſtrongeſt teſtimony of 


the purity of her heart by her fondneſs of me. 


Her affection to me has giyen her a turn to 
books; and my compoſitions, which ſhe; takes 


2 pleaſure, in reading, and even getting by: 


heart, are continually in ber hands. How: full 
of tender ſolicitude is ſhe when Lam entering 

upon any cauſe? How kindly does ſhe rejoice 
wih me when it is over 7 * I am; 1 7 ut 


* pt 4 5 bs. 2 the : 
a Capi Pliny's wife. 


* 
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ſhe places perſons to inform her om” 80s to 
time how Tam heated, what applauſes I receive, 


and what ſucceſs attends the cauſe, When at any 
time I recite my" Works, ſne ONCEA | 
| behifid: ſome curtain, abid with ſeeret: cd 
joys f my praiſes. Ihe ſings my verſes to her lyre, 
with no other maſter but Love, the beſt inſtruo- 
wy for her guide. Fro 


me theſe happy citcum- 
ſtances I draw my moſt” aſfured hopes; that the 
harmony! between us vill · increaſe with our days, 


and be as laſting as bur lies. For it is not my 


youth or my perſon, which time gradually im- 
pass it is my reputation and my glory of which 
ſhe is enatnored. But what leſs could be expect- 


ed from one vrho was truined by your hands, and 


formed by your inſtructions; Who was early fa 


miliariſed under your roof with all that is worth 


and amiable, and Fas firſt raught to conceiye an 
affection for me, by the advantageous col 


you reuered my mother with all the reſpect due 


even to a parent, ſo you kindly directed and en- 


couraged my infaney, preſaging of me from that 


2. 
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early period all that my wife now "fondly ima 
gines J really am. Accept therefore of our mu- 
tual tha ks, that yo have thus, as it were _ | 
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1 E ITE R ** inne, 


Have 6 EN you with my opinion. 
of each particular part of your work, as 1 


„ 


4 peruſed it; I muſt now tell you my general 


thoughts of the whole. It is a ftrong and Reau- 
. tiful performance; ie ſentiments are ſublime 
and maſculine, and conceived in all the variety 
of a pregnant imagination; the diction is chaſte 
and elegant; the figures are happily choſen, and 
a copious and diffuſive vein of eloquence runs 
thro the whole, and raiſes a very high idea- of, 
the author. Lou ſeem borne away by the full 
tide of a ſtrong imagination and deep. ſorrow, 
which mutually aſſiſt and heighten each other; 
for your genius gives ſublimity and majeſty to 


your paſſion ; and your paſſion adds ſtrength and 
. £5 n our e Farewel. 1 es 
+ 6 75 0" E 5 F 3 | 
1 Err E * *I To Virtus cad 
OW Sian der haxattgnded the dah 
\ ters of Helvidius! theſe two ſiſters are. 
Y bk dead in child-bed, Jafienhaving each of them 


been delivered of a girl. This misfortune pierces 


1 1 me vith che deepeſt ſorrow ; as indeed, W 


ſuch amiable young ladies E a facrifice to their: 
| frunfulneſs 1 in the prime and flower of their years, 
< : PEE es. 5 is : "IP | 
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is a misfortune which 1 Hi A I 


I lament for the unhappy condition of the poor 


infants, who are thus become orphans from their 
birth: I lament. for the ſake of the diſconſolate 
huſbands of theſe ladies; and 1 lament too for 
my ow]n. The affection I bear to the me- 
mory of their late father, is inviolable, as my de- 
' fence. of him in the ſenate, and all my writings 
| will witneſs for me. Of ure children which 
ſurviyed him there now remains but one; and his 
family that had lately ſo many noble ſupports, 
reſts only upon a ſingle perſon ! It will, how- 
ever, be a great mitigation of my affliction, if 
. fortune ſhall kindly ſpare that ove, and render . 
him worthy of his father, and grand-farfter : : and 
Tam ſo much the more anxious for his welfare 
and good conduct, as he is the only branch of 
the family remaining. ' You know. the ſoftneſs 
and {licitude of my heart where I have any. ten- 
.der attachments: you muſt not wonder then, 5 
that I have * fears, * have great . 
_ | 
See B. 9. let. 13. 


'- The famous Helvidius "I who fgnalized bimGlf in 
| mw by the freedom of his ſpeeches in favor of liberty; 


during the reigns of Galba,” Otho, Vitellius, and Veſpaſian b © o 


in whoſe time he was pat to death by the order of the ſenate,” 
 tho* contrary to the inclination of the emperor, who counter-- 
manded the exerution: but it was too late, the exgcutioner 
having performed his office: beforethe meſſenger arrived. Ta. 
citus repreſents him as Qing in all the various duties of ſocial 


life with one conſiſtent tenor of uniform virtue b ſuperior.to 2 


all temptations of wealth, of inflexible W and un- 
: broken coun; ine. | 


88 N ; 1 r. 


** 8 
* be 'Fq 
=: 


1 8 
= l 

— — — 
2 —— 


— 


- Cr lr er Sow, eee wwe i. 
ds. 1 2 =» ay 
AG 2 ww — —_ 


230 "The © LBTTBRS PTY 


$A + vs s «hi» 
FLIES . Ja 1 ; 3 $5 ol "J F e * . NEL ; 5 N 


a P : 
A - X ” 1 1 1 —_ . 

6. * 1 . F > „ 9 7 T 

3 4 S "at 5 £31 1 


"caring: xxtt Fo Nero . % 


U ler attended Sr extelſent dhplcetuches 0 


of his aſſeſſors, in a cãuſe wherein he hin- 


ſelf preſided. A certain perſon left by his wil, 


à fund for the eſtabliſhment of the v gymnaſtic 
games at Vienna. Theſe my worthy friend Tre- 


| bonius Rufinus, when he exerciſed the office of 


Duu mvir 4 had. ordered t to be totally aboliſhed ; 
and it was now alledged againſt him that he had 


no authority for fo doing. He ſpoke in His own 
3 cauſe with a ſucceſs equal to his great eloquence; : 
and what particularly recommended his "ſpeed 


Was, that he delivered 1 * with a certain ſeaſonable 
boldneſs becoming a true Roman and a good ci- 
Azen, who ſtood up in his own defence. When 
the ſentiments of the aſſeſſors were taken; Juhius 

Mauricus (who in reſolution and integerity has no 
ſuperior) declared it was opinion, that rhe hberty 

of folemnizing theſe games ſhould not We 

21 e Foo 


* 1 % * 4 
2 id * 25 
1 P . ' 0 a. * any F1 
i - 
„5 n Aa 


EF 4 : . 4 g 
x 7 1 W * * 1 7 * ” : A 
AUDITS 642 | | 0x #88 ' war oY 


LED 


* 2 Ae ic 


v So called. ret the. a ** l is uy 
games were naked. Tap confilted. Principal oF TG 
- wreſtling,” and boxing. „ 

Vienne in Dauphint, 4 province. i in Frances. 


4 The Duumviri, ſo called from their number, being * ; 
two, were magiſtrates inthe corporate. cities, who exerciſed ä 


in their reſpective corporations, the ſame fu sas the Con- 


ſuls at Rome; they were choſen qut oſ the boc y.of Dare, 


who were a kind of ſenators, K de jure Ital. 1, 3, 4. 


* 


\ 


* . 
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to eee ee and would to G04. a 9 


ed he, they could be aboliſhed at Rome too] This, 
you will ſay, was an inſtance of great firmneſs: 
but it is nothing uncommon, in Mauricus. He 


gave as ſtrong a proof of his honeſt freedom, be- 


fore the late emperor Nerva. Being at "Tupper 


one evening with that prince and a few ſelect 
friends, Vejento was placed next to the emperor: 


After I have named the man, I need ſay no more 
co raiſe your indignation, The diſcourſe happen- 
ed to turn upon Catullus Meflaligus,” who: bad a 
ſoul as dark as his body; for he was not only 
[curſed with want of ſight, but want of humanii 
As he was uninfluenced either by fear, name, or 
compaſſion, he proved a very proper Fw eee ö 
in the hand of Domitian to execute his black pur- 
poſes againſt every man of worth. The company 
gave their ſentiments of the ſanguinary counſels 
and infamous practices of this creature. And 
280 hat, ſaid the emperor, would have been his 
62 fate had he lived now?“ .To 0 have Supped with 


replied Mauricus. But to return from this 


long digreſſion, into which, however, I did not 
fall undeſignedly. It was determined theſe games 
ſhould be RPE? which had geatly infected 
A „% 4 * nam R the 
$i d Modes c. 1 and bad 
+ himſelf exhibited ſome very — ones, upon his triumph 


ve Frog Dacians. 


* An e gere, frequently mentioned oy * 
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che manners of the people of Vienna; as they . 
have univerſally had the ſame effect among us. 


But the vices of the Viennenſes are confin'd within 
their own walls; ours have a more extenſive in- 
fluence: for it is in the body politic, as in the 

b natural, thoſe diſorders are moſt nenn that 
flow from oy head.” F n 


Is 2 7 7 ER XXIII. Ti 0 Pourogros Bazovs: 


'X$ 


Had che dailies, to dikes ben een | 
friends, that-you ſupport the dignity of caſe 
Ii your agreeable retirement, as becomes a man 
of your diſtinguiſhed wiſdom ; that you mix ex- 


erciſe with contemplation, and learned conferen- 
ces with much reading; ina word, that you are 
daily increaſing that glorious fund of knowledge 
you already poſſeſs. This is to grow old in a way 
worthy of one who has diſcharged the higheſt 
offices both civil and military, and who gave 
himſelf wholly up to the ſervice of the common- 
wealth, whilſt it became him to do fo. Our 
youth and manhood we owe to our country, but 


our declining age is due to ourſelves; as the 
laws themſelves ſeem to ſuggeſt, which reſign us 
up to retirement, when we are arrived beyond 
our eee n do 1 long for the 


_ "a | : time 


A wes-not bg to l the dee e a 
bhouſe, after that age. Seneca de Civ. vit. c. 20. | 
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time when 1 ſhall enjoy that happy. privilege! 
When my years will juſtify my following the 
example of your honorable retreat! When my 
retirement ſhall "OR n | indolence, ban 
e E. b a 


e 
ba 


LETTER xa. 25 Var 


EING . 


Centumviri, it occur d to me that when I 4s 
a youth I was alſo concerned in one which paſſed 

ebe eee ee ee, 
uſual, to purſue the reflection my mind had ſtart 


. ed, and to conſider if there were any of thoſe 
advocates then preſent, who were joined with me 
in the former cauſe 3 but 1 found I was the only 
perſon remaining who had been counſel in both: 


. ſuch changes does the inſtability of human nature, 
or the viciſſitudes of fortune produce] Death had 


removed ſome ; baniſhment others ; age and infir- 


mities had ſilenced thoſe, while theſe were with- | 


drawn to enjoy the happineſs of retirement 3 On a 
was at the head of an army; and the indulgence 
of the prince had exempted another from the bur- 


then of civil employments. What turns of for- 
tune have I experienced even in my own perſon! 


i It 
Fi. + 
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It Was eloquence that firſt raiſed he; it was elo- 

| quence that occafioned my diſgrace; and it was 
eloquence that advanced me again. The friend- 

Hhips of the wiſe and good at my firſt appearance 

in the world, were highly ſerviceable to me; the 
ſiame friendſhips proved afterward extremely pre- 
| judicial to my intereſt, and now again they are 
my ornament and ſupport. If you compute the 

time in which theſe incidents have happeneds it is 

but a few years; if you number the evelts lit 
ſeems an age. A leſſon that will teach us to check 
both our deſpair and preſumption,” when we ob- 

ferve ſuch a vatiety of revolutions roll round in 

iq ſo ſwift and narrow a circle. It is my cuſtom to 

1 o0oinmunicate to my friend all my thoughts, and 

220i. ſet before him the ſame rules and examples, by 
which I regulate my own conduct: enen 
Ener in 5 ee  Farewel. a. 
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noed to you ina 4 limb 0 Aa that 1 
apprehended the method of voting by ballots 
would be attended with 1 inconveniencies, and ſo it 


pieces of pleaſantr y, and even indecencies; in one 
Par- 
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has proved. At the laſt election of magiſtrates, 5 
upon ſome of the tablets were written ſeveral 
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particularly, inſtead of the name of the candid ate, 


_—2 


was inſerted the names of thoſe who-eſpouſed, his 
intereſt, The ſenate was extremely exaſperated at 


| ' this inſolen ce; and with one voice threatened the 
vengeance of the emperor upon the author. But 


he lay concealed, and poſſibly might be in the 
E of thoſe who expreſſed the greateſt indig- 


What mut one think of ſuc a man's 


e conduck, who in public, upon ſo impor- 


tant an affair, and at ſo ſolemn a time, could in- 
dulge 'himfelf in fuch ſcutrilous liberties, and 


dare to act the droll in the face of the ſenate? 
Who will fnow ir, is the argument that' prompte 


litele and baſe minds to commit theſe indecen- 
cies. Secure from being ' Uiſcovered by others, 


and unawed by any ſelf. reſpect, they. take their 
| pen and tablets. ; and hence ariſes theſe buffoone- 


ries, Which are fit only for che ſtage. What 
courſe Thall we take, what remedy apply againſt 


this abuſe ? our diforders indeed! in 1 general. have X 


ZZ EE 7# 


But this is 'a a poli much too nich jr"? us, "and 


will be the care of that ſuperior power, Who by 
theſe low but daring inſults, has daily freſh oc- 
calions of exerting: all his ace ng — 
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LETTER . To ere. 


THE 8 e 
correction of my works, which you have 


taken the pains to collect, I ſhall moſt willingly 
comply with ; as indeed there is nothing I ought 


to do with more -readineſs, eſpecially at your in- 


ſtance. , When a man of ſuch Lignity, learning, 
and eloquence, deeply engaged in bulineſs, 1 
entering upon the important government of 2 | 
province, has ſo good an opinion. of my com 
poſitions as to think. them worth taking with - 


him, how am I obliged to endeavor: that this 
part of his baggage mag not ſeem an uſeleſs em- 
barraſſment? My firſt care therefore ſhall be, that 
they may attend you with all the advantages pol- 


fible ; and my next, to ſupply you at your 1 
turn with others, which you may not think un- 


deſerving to be added to them; for I can have 
no ſtronger encouragement to enter upon ſome 


new deſign, than being aſſute Fof finding a tea - 


der of your taſte a and nat... d - arewel. . 


(LETTER *. To Fase 1 


foe TIN * theſe three _ the re- 


* 


cital of Augurinus's poems, which I hear * 


not only with great pleaſure, but even admira- 
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tion. -Thax ace eee r 


and elegance, and abound. nit numberleb Hoke: 
am of: opinion, there has not any thing for theſs: | 


many years appeared more finiſhed of the kind 3 


jf indeed my great affection for him and the. 
Praiſes he beſtows upon me, do not biaſ m] 
judgment. He introduces his poems wich obſer- 
Ving. that I ſometimes amuſe myſelf with wri- 


ting Verſes. If I can recolle& the ſecond line of 
this introduction (for the reſt I remember, and 
have often repeated) you ſhall TOP: ben fs 
* Had 2 N 


_ Sweeth flow my nde 70 5 

Lite Calvns or Catullus Rrains, 

” "Bards approv'd of antient days I) 
Where love in a its ſo it _ 


122 et  wherefore, antient 700 name 7 
f Let Plin ny ing example le 2 : 
Him the ſacred nine inflame;  _- 
| More than antient 282 be ! * N 


1. 1 3 $ tunes the fo, 1 


Mbile far the noiſy bar be flies: 


1 then ye grave, ye formal Joy, _ 
Who ſhall our love LOT, 


* „ ü —— — — — 
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8 
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„ Wenn ee 


Udon lde . what ſpriglitlineſs of itmaginatiön, 
hat Propriety of ſentiment; whit clearneſs of 
cpreſton the whole is wrought up; and in this 
tuſten wil venture: te aſſure you; yo win fn 
his perfofunde in general, which f will ſenck 
you ab ſvof as itſhal be publiſned. In the meat 
while; admit this extant youth® into 4 ſhare of 
your aft, and congratulate: onr age” on he 
production of ſuch a gent, whole * vittties'ten! 
dier Him fil: more Htaſtrious.” Ele ſpends lis tire 
Partiy with Spurinna, 4 arid! partly with Antoninis 
Be bas the honor td be related to ons; and to be 
the companion of both. "You Will eaffly/imagine 


what uncommon virtues he muſt poſſeſs, who is 


thus the favorite of: two ſueh venerable old men: 


for the 118 SPORE, is welk eben 
true | | 
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8 n as 1 of dit. 


tinguiſhed learning, is greatly deffrous to W 
- have the pictures "of two of your country* men, | 


Cornelius Nepos, \ and Titus Caffius, to adorn his 
library ; z and has intreated me, it they ate to be 
| | met 


og / _* Eutipide. „ 


" 


| 
k - 

My 
fd 


my re 
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met with where you are (ov peotibly! they may) 


has. I would procure copies of them for e . 
That care I recommend to you, rather than t 
any other, not only becauſe I know your friend : 
ip for me teadily inclines you to comply with 
9 ꝛeſts ; but as being ſenſible of the highre - 
-. gard you bare for learning andi all, her friends; 
and that your affection and veneratlon for theſe' . 
- who have been an ornament” to your country, 1 | 
equal to that which you bear towards your cou 


try herſelf. I beg therefore you would employ 
ſome {kilful hand im this work; for if ir is diff. 


cult to catch a likeneſs from the life, it is much 
more ſo to preſerve | it in a copy from which I 
0 deſire you would not ſuffer the painter to devi- 
ate, not. « even for the better, iF arewel. 


nat” 
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Ixdeed m/] 7 friend, you 8 at . 8 rates, N <4 7 
your place upon the bench the next time the 5 

| : court ſits. | In vain would your indolence repoſe . 
itſelf under my protection; for there i is no abſent. 

ing With impunity. Behold that ſevere Prator, 128 

the bold Lieinius Nepos, fing even a_mighty ſe- py 
. nator for the ſame neglect! The {ehator pleaded | 


| his cauſe in perſon; but pleaded in ſuppliant tone. 1 
T he FS. > *tis N | 


. remitted ; but ſore was 
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his diſmay, but humble his interceſſions, bur ſad 
his neceſſity of being obliged to aſk pardon. AN 
magiſtrates in that office, you will tell me per- 
haps; are not thus formidably rigid. In good 
 eaineſt, however, you may be miſtaken : for tho?” 
indeed, to be the author or reviver of an example 
of - this kind, may be an act of ſeverity ; yet 

when; once it is introduced, even lenity herſelf 
may follow * eee ; Faremel. „ 


? „ es 
% I > a 4 : $8 f R "; 
8 . 32 o Py a N * * ps ar? b , 


: L E TTER ; XXX. .To Laws OY 


Have brought you as 2 prelent out of the 


8 country, 2 query which well deſerves the 
conſideration of your extenſive erudition. There 


z a ſpring which riſcs in a neighboring moun- 
, tain, and running among the rocks is receiv*d 
into a little banquetting-room, from whence, 
after being detained a ſhort time, it falls into 
the * Larian Jake. The nature of this ſpring is 
extremely ſurprizing ; 3 it ebbs and flows regular- 
** three times a day. This encreaſe and decreaſe 
18 plainly viſible, and very entertaining to obſerve. 
Fos fit down by the fide of the fountain, and whilſt 
you are taking u repaſt and drinking its water, 
which is extremely cool, you ſee it gradually riſe, 
and fall. Ft you place a ring, or . ching elle at 
| the 
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Bak IV.. LIN. agen 
tte bottom when it is dry, the ſtream reaches tit 
by {degrees till it is entirely covered, and then 
again gently retires. from it; and this you may 
ſee it do for three times ſucceſſively. Shall we 
ſay, that ſome ſecret current of air ſtops and opens 
the fountain-head, as it advances to or recedes — 
from it; as we ſee in bottles, and other veſſess 
of that nature, where there is not a free and | 
open paſſage, tho you turn their necks down= 
wards, yet the outward air obſtructing the vent, 
they diſcharge their contents as it were by ſtarts ? 
Or may it not be accounted for upon the ſame 
Principle as the flux and reflux of the ſea? or, as 
thoſe rivers which diſcharge themſelves into the 
ſea, meeting with contrary winds and the ſwell of 1 
the ocean are forced back in their channels; ſoo 4 
may there not be ſomething that checks this foun- — © 1 
tain, for æ time, in its progreſs ? or is there rather 
a certain reſervoir that contains theſe waters in the 5 
| bowels of the earth, which while it is recruiting 
its diſcharges, the ſtream flows more ſlowly and 
in leſs quantity, but when it has collected its due 
| meaſure, it runs again in its uſual ſtrength and 
fulneſs ? or laſtly, is there I know not what kind 
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of ſubterraneous poize, that throws up the water . Wl 5 
when the fountain is dry, and repels it when it 
5 | is full ?, You, who are ſo well qualified for the 
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enquiry, will examine the reaſong of this won. 
ET. derful appearance z- it will be ' ſufficient for-me 77 

Ilzhave given you a clear deſcription of it. Farewel. 


There are ſeveral of theſe periodical fountains in different |. 
parts of the world; as we have ſome in England. Las- I 
. near Torbay, is mentioned in the Philoſophical Tranſactions, 
. N. 104. p. 909. ] to ebb and flow ſeveral times every hour. 
. The reaſons of this kind of ſprings are of no very eaſy ſolution, * 
and the cauſes aſſign'd by modern philoſophers are ſcarce 
more ſatisfactory than thoſe pointed out by the antients : per- 
haps they do not depend upon any general principle, but ariſe 
from different cauſes according to their reſpective fituations. _ 
The conject ure which Mr. Addiſon offers in accounting for 
thoſe he ſaw in Switzerland, ſeems plauſible enough, andequal- 
ly applicable to this fountain mentioned by Pliny; as it is pro- 
| bable it took its riſe from the ſame mountains. We ſaw, fays 
5 that inimitable author in his deſcription of Geneva and the 
= lake, in ſeveral parts of the Alps that border d upon us, vaſt © 
1 e pits of ſnow; as ſeveral mountains that lie at a greater diſ- 
; 4 tance are wholly covered with it. I fancy'd the confuſion of 
"WY 4 mountains and hoWows I here obſerved, furniſſi'd me wich a 
* more probable reaſon than any I have met with, for $1efe pe- 
* riodical fountains in Switzerland, which flow only at particu- 
| lar hours of the day. For as the tops of theſe mountains caſt 
Ne: « their ſhadows upon one another, they hinder the ſun's ſhin= 
ing on ſeveral parts at ſuch certain times, To that there 
are ſeveral heaps of ſnow which have the ſun lying Ny 
* them for two or three 1 and are in the ſhade 
all the day afterward, If therefore it happens, that any par- 
s ticular fountain takes its riſe from any of theſe reſervoirs of 
4 ſnow, it will naturally begin to flow on ſuch hours of the 
L day as the inow begins to melt: but as ſoon as the ſun leaves 
«© it again to freeze and harden, the fountain dries up, and re- 
* ceives no more ſupplies, till ahout the ſame time the next 
2 day, when the heat of the ſun again ſets the ſnows a run 
ing that fell into the ſame little conduits, traces and canals, 
d and by conſequence break out and diſcover themſelves al- 
« ways in the ſame place,” Addiſon's Trav, 353. 
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FETT ER I. To Ssverus, 
| Small legacy which was lately left me, has 
1 gien me much greater pleaſure than 1 
' ſhould have received by a far more conſiderable 
one from any other perſon. Pomponia Gratilla, 1 
having diſinherited her ſon Aſſidius Curianus, ap- | 
pointed me, and Sertorius Severus f Prætotian 


rank, together with ſeveral eminent Roman 
knights, her coheirs. The ſon applied to me to 
give him my ſhare of the inheritance, in order to 
make uſe ao my name as a precedent againſt the - 
$a MG a Eg . - reſt 
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244 The LETTERS Book V. 
reſt of the heirs ; but offered at the ſame time to 


enter into a ſecret agreement to return my pro- 


portion back to me. I told him, it was by no 


means agreeable to my character to carry the ap- 
pearance of acting one thing, whilſt I was, in 


ruth, acting another ; and that there was ſome- | 
thing of meanneſs in making preſents to a man of 


his fortune, who had no children: beſides that 


it would not at all anſwer the purpoſe at which 


he was aiming. Indeed, (I added) if I were to 
withdraw my claim, it might be of ſome ſervice 
to him: and this I was ready and willing to do, 
if he could prove to me that he was unjuſtly diſ- 
Let me prevail with you then, ſaid 


inherked. 
<« he, to be my arbitrator in this caſe.“ Aſter a 
ſhort pauſe, I told him I conſented to his propo- 


ſal: © for why, faid I, ſhould I not have as. 
good an opinion of my own impartial diſin- 


RRP 


< rereſtedneſs as you ſeem to have? But remem- 


<« ber I am not to be prevailed upon to decide the 


point in queſtion againſt your mother, if it 


<<. ſhould appear ſhe had juſt reaſon for what ſhe 


<« has done. Be it agreeable to your inclination, 


<« ſaid he, which I am ſure is always to act ac 
<,cording to juſtice.” I called to my aſſiſtance 


Corellius and Frontinus, two of the moſt conſider- 


able lawyers which Rome at that time afforded. 
Attended with thoſe friends, I heard the cauſe 


in. my chamber. Curianus ſaid every thing which 
FN ig i 


Book Vi. "of PLINY. © 446% 
he thought could favor his pretenſions, to whom 
(as. there was no body but myſelf to defend the 
character of Gratilla) IJ made a ſhort reply; after 
which J retir'd with my friends to deliberate upon 


the caſe, and then returned and acquainted Cu- 
rianus, that it was our opinion his conduct had 

juſtly drawn upon him his mother's reſentment. 
| Sometime afterward, Curianus commenced a ſuit 
nn the Centumviral court againſt all the coheirs ex- 


cept myſelf. The day appointed for the trial ap- 


Proaching, the reſt of the coheirs were deſirous 


of compromiſing the affair; not out of any dif- 


Kane of their cauſe, but from a diſtruſt of the 5 
times. They were apprehenſive, what hall. been 
the caſe of many others might happen to them, 
and that from a civil ſuit it ſnould end in a capi- 
tal one; as there was ſome among them to whom 


the friendſhip of Gratilla and Ruſticus might be 


extremely prejudicial : they therefore deſired me 


to go and talk with Curianus. We met in the tem- 


ple of Concord; ſuppoſe, ſaid I, your mother 


« had left you che fourth part of her eſtate, or even 


« ſuppoſe ſhe had made you ſole heir, but had 
«. exhauſted ſo much of the eſtate in legacies that 


<< there would not be more than a fourth part re- 


87 1 maining t to you ; could you bay have 1 | 


2 Gratilla was the wid IP Raſticus : Ruſtiens was put to 


death by Domitian, and Gratilla baniſhed. It was a ſufficient 


crime in the reign of that execrable prince tobe even a friend of 


_ - thoſe * were © obnoxious to him, See B. 7 let. 33. laſt note. 
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„ed? You ought to be contented therefore; II 
TI beingablolutel diGnderied, as you are, the heirs | 


t are willing to-relinquiſh to you a fourth part; 
© which however I will encreaſe by contributing 


% my proportion. Tou know you did not com- | 
mence any ſuit againſt me, ſo that the preſerip- 
5© tion wich I have gained by two years peaceable 


* 


e poſſeſſion, ſecures my ſhare from any claim you 
can ſet up againſt it. But to induce you to come 


into the propoſals on the part of the coheirs, and 

*+ that you may be no ſufferer by the peculiar re- 
0 W ſhewed to me, I offer to con 

| proportion with them?” The ſilent fatisfac+ 


tion of: my own conſcience is not the only pleaſure | 


ttis tranſaction has afforded me; ĩt has contributed 


greatly to my reputation. It is this ſame Curianuus 
_ who has left me the legacy I mentioned in the be- 
ginning of my letter, which I received as a very 


honorable mark of his approbation of my behavio 
in this affair, ſo agreeable. (if I da not flatter myſelf) | 


to the true ſpirit of antient integrity. I have,giv- 
en you this account, becauſe in all my qoys and fore, 


rows I look upon you as myſelf, and I thaught it 
vould be unkind not to communicate to ſo tender 


a friend whatever occaſions me pleaſure; vas con- 


feſs this circumſtance» has: for I-do not-pretend to 


ſuch refined ſtrains of philoſophy as to be indiffe- 


rent, when I think I have done honeſtly, whether 
my actions meet with. Re Id wi Kin 
ſame fort their reward. Wy" — 89 * 
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PHE thraſhes 1 recivd from yoiwens fo 5 


x to mk you a ſuitable return. I nt 1 there — _ 
fore to. ſend you the ineff ack no 5 


I confeſs, than that famous one of the ſubtle * 
Diomed. But your. good · nature will ſd much 


; 1 «Theſe binds, of which there are finial eee high 
on all elegant tables. 
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| excellent, that my Laur n is not cas 
_ me with any ain n mh + 
peſtuous ſeaſon, either of the land'arfea-kin, . M8 


of à barren letter: an e Pre more eee 1 


the more readily grant me an »excuſe, as F own. 


meh not to o geen one. Soren. 5 
Q 11 LE po 


reputation among the RO, and generally had a place yy | 


* Alluding to the r in Hom. Iliad, where Glaucus 404 | of 
Diomed having an interview between the two armies, . n 
2 to the know of the friendſhip and hoſpitality which n 
f e ſabſiſted between their families ; and Diomed 
an at of their arms, .as a token of \recipre- 
2 Nena Eg _ | 


Tod, 614, &c. ———— Lib. 6. v. 230. ple 


Mie guard the frienaſpip of the Lins duc your: 
Bus having ſaid— 8 
Deir hot they join, their 8 nick obey plight « 1 

Brave Glaucus then eath narrow thought refign'd 


Fer Diomed's braſs arms of mean device, 1 
avbich nine oxen paid ( a wulgar price) H 
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inſtances I have received of your friend- 


ſhip, your not concealing from me the long con- 


verſation which lately paſſed at your houſe con- 


cerning my verſes, and the various judgments 
pronounced upon them, is by no means the leaſt. 
There were ſome, it ſeems, who did not diſap- 


prove of my poems, but at the ſame time cen- 


ſured me in a free and friendly manner, for em- 


c ploying myſelf ! in compoſing and reciting them. 


Il am fo far however, from deſiring to extenuate 


the charge, that 1 wilingly acknowledge myſelf 


ſtill more deſerving of it; and confeſs that I : 
ſometimes amuſe myſelf with writing verſes, and 
verſes too of the gayer kind. I compoſe come 


dies; divert myſelf with pantomimes 3 read the 


Lyric poets; and enter into the ſpirit of the moſt 
wanton muſe ; in ſhort, I am nothing averſe to 
pleaſantry, mirth, and gayety; and to ſum up 


every kind of innocent amuſement in one word, 


Ian a Man. Tam not at all diſpleaſed, that 


thoſe who are ignorant that the moſt learned, the 
wiſeſt, and the beſt of men have employed them- 


ſelves in the ſame way, ſhould be ſurprized at 


my Aung ſo; but thoſe who know what noble 


„„ examples 


Mongſt the many agreeable and obliging 15 


examples I * will allow me, I truſt, thus 
to err; but to err with thoſe whom it is an ho- 
13 nor to imitate, not only in their moſt ſerious ac. 
| 85 tions, but lighteſt amuſements. Is it unbecom- . 8 
ing me (I will not name any living example, leſt 5 
I chould ſeem to flatter) but is it unbecoming meme 
to practiſe what became Tully, Calvus, Pollio, 
Meſſala, Hortenſius, Brutus, Sulla, Catulus, 
Sceyola, Sul Ipitius, Varro, the Torquati, Mem- 
mius, Getulicus, Seneca, Lucceius, and in our 
' Own memory, Verginius Rufus? But if the ex- 
| amples of private men are not ſufficient to Juſti- => 
. fy me, 1 can cite 1 ulius Cæſar, Auguſtuz, Nexya 
| and Titus. 1 forbear to add Nero to the cata- 
logue; tho” I am ſenſible what is ſometimes prac-. 
tiſed by the worſt of men does not therefore de- 


generate into wrong; on the contrary, it ſtill 
maintains its credit, if frequently. countenanced 
by the beſt. In that number Virgil, Cornelius 
Nepas, and prior to theſe, Ennius, and Accius, 
juſtly deſerve the moſt diſtinguiſhed place. Theſe 
| laſt indeed were not ſenators, but virtue knows 
. no diſtinction of rank. or title. I recite my works, 
tis true, and in this I am not ſure I can ſupport 
myſelf by their examples. They, perhaps, might 
be ſatisfied with their own judgment; but I have 
too humble an opinion of mine, to ſuppoſe my 
compoſitions ſufficiently perfect, becauſe they ap- 
pear ſo to me. My reaſons then for reciting 
. 9 5 are, 
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are, har thire% a certain reverence for one's au- 5 
dience, which fires the imagination and excites a 

more vigorous application; and that 1 have by 
this means an opportunity of ſettling any doubts 
I may have concerning my performance, by ob- 


ſerving the general ſentiments of my hearers. 


In a word, I have the advantage of receiving dif. 
ferent hints from different perſons: and tho* they 
mould not declare their ſentiments in expreſs 
terms, yet the air of a countenance, the turn of 
a head or eye, the motion of a hand, a whiſper 
or even ſilence itſelf will eafily diſtinguiſh their 
real judgment from the language of civility: ſo 
that if any one of my audience ſhould have 
the © curioſity to peruſe the fame performance 
which he heard me read, he x find ſeveral 
things altered or omitted, and perhaps too upon 
'bis judgment, tho“ he did not fay à ſingle word 
to me. But I am defending my conduct in this 
particular as if I had actually cited my works 
in public, and not in my own houſe before my 
Friends; a numerous appearance of whom, has 
pon many occaſions been held We e 
never an, « A wh Valle: + 
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1 0 « gay 91/4 petitioned 

the ſenate for leave to hold a fair upon his eſtate: 

© He was oppoſed in this by the deputies from the 
- * * Vicentinj--who' employed Tuſcillinus Naminatus 
as their counſet, The cauſe was adjourned. ;/ and 
at the next meeting the deputies appeated/ungt-. 
tended with. their: counſel, complaining that they 
had been grofly dereiued: an expreſſion, which 
Vyhether it dropped from them in the warcmth of 
teſentment, or that they zeally thought ſo, I will 
not determine. Nepos the Prætor aſked them 
who it was they had retained ? They replied, che 
ſame ben * "or ey wan. 


for them without any gratuity 905 ne e 

| the houſe: that they had given him »:ſix thouſand 

; ſeſterces and after wards ꝓteſented lim with a 
ſtccond fee of one thouſagd denari. Upon 
which, /Nepos-moved n de ſhould be 

= jn the ffi that yy bac ual fan greatly 1 
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miſtaken, the enquiry will not end 105 ; for one 
may obſerve in ſeveral inſtances, the lighteſt 
ſparks have lighted up a train 'of very remote 
conſequences. And now I have ſufficiently raiſed. 
your curioſity, I imagine, to make you deſirous 
I ſhould inform you of the reſt ; ùnleſs you ſhould 
chooſe to gratify it by coming to Rome, and 
had 11. ſee "_ a * was eee 
ETER V. 25 Maxis. 
1 8 
AR RR afited hh the alot 1 re- 
” ceived of the death of Fannius, not only as 
I have loſt in him a friend whoſe eloquence and 
politeneſs I admired; but a guide whoſe judg- 
j ment I purſued; and indeed he poſſeſſed a moſt 
BD - penetrating genius, improved and quickened by 
= great experience. There are ſome circumſtances 
5 attending his death, which aggravate my con- 
1 ar. © lle left behind him a willgghich-: had been 
made a conſiderable time, by which it happens 
his eſtate is fallen into the hands of thoſe who had 
i incurred: his diſpleaſure, while his greateſt favo- 
{ I rites had no ſhare of it. But what I particularly 5 
—_— regret is, that he has left unfiniſhed a very noble 
| work in which he was engaged. Notwithſtanding 
11 his full employment at the bar, he had undertaken 
a hiſtory of thoſe perſons who had been put to 
death or baniſned by Nero ; of which he had per- 
| e flecked 
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fected three books. They are written with great 


| delicacy and exactneſs; the ſtile is pure, and 
' "preſerves a proper medium between the plain nar- 
rative and the hiſtorical: and as they were very 


favorably received by the public, he was the more 
deſirous of being able to complete the reſt. The 


hand of death is ever, in my eſtimation, too ſe- 


vere and too ſudden when it falls upon ſuch as 


are employed in ſome immortal work. The ſons 


of ſenſuality, who have no views beyond the pre- 
ſent hour, terminate with each day the whole 


Purpoſe of their lives; but thoſe who look for- 
ward to poſterity, and endeavor to extend their 


memories to future generations by uſeful labors; 
— to ſuch, death is always immature, as it ſtill 


ſnatches them from amigſt ſome unfiniſhed de- 


fign. Fannius, long before his death, had a ſtrong 


 preſentiment of what has happened: he dreamed 
one night, that as he was in his ſtudy with his pa- 


pers before him N ero came in, and placing him- 


ſelf by his ſide, took up the three firſt books of 


this hiſtory; which he read through, and then 
went away. This dream greatly alarmed him, 


and he looked upon it as an intimation, that he 
ſhould not carry on his hiſtory any farther than 
Nero had read: and ſo the event proved. I can- 


not reflect upon this accident Without lamenting 


that he ſhould not be able to accompliſh a work, 
. which had coſt him ſo much pains and vigi - 
lance ; 
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, knee; as it ſuggeſts to me at the ſame time the 
thoughts of my own mortality. and the fate of 
my writings: and I am perſuaded the fame re- 
flection alarms your apprehenſiens for thoſt in 
| fried, while yet we live; exert all our endea - 
vors, that death, whenever it arrives, may find 
as little as poſſible to deſtroy. Farewell. 


| LETTER V1. ' To APOLLINARIS, 


"Þ T HE kind concern you expreſſed when vou 
& heard of my deſign to paſs the ſummer at 
my villa in Tuſcany, and your obliging endea- 
vors to diſſuade me from going to a place which 
you cok ö 18 extremely agreeable to me. 


: I con- 


+ This was Pliny's principal ſeat, lying abou © one hundred 
and fifty miles from Rome, where he uſually. reſided in the 
ſummer ſeaſon. The reader will: obſerve therefore, that he 
conſiders it in a very different manner from that of Laurenti- 
num (his winter villa) both with reſpe& to the ſituation and 

tte houſe itſelf, Cluver in his Geography has placed this villa 
a littleabove Tiſernum, Tiberinum, now called Citta di Caſtello, 
where our author built a temple at his own expence. This has 
given room to“ imagine that, poſſibly, there may be yet 
ſome remaining traces of this houſe to be diſcover'd in Tuſ: 
cany, near a town which the Italians call Stintignano, in the 
neighborhood of Ponte di San Stefano, about ten miles north 
of an epiſcopal city called Bergo di ſan Sepulchbro. If after 
baving traverſed this noble villa, the reader ſhould be curious 
to know how Pliny diſpoſed of his time, when he retired to 
it, he may turn to 36th letter of the gth Book, 
* Plans par Felibien, p. oy” 
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I confeſs, indeed, the air of that part of Tuſcany 
which lies towards the coaſt, is thick and un- 

| - wholeſome : but my houſe is ſituated at a great 
mountains, which, of all others, is moſt eſteem- 

ad for the clearneſs of its air But that you may 
lay aſide all apprehenſions upon my account, 1 
will give you a deſcription of the temperature of . 

| the climate, the ſituation of the country, and 

5 the beauty of my villa, which I am perſusded 
1 | you will hear with as much pleaſure as I ſhall re- 

late. The winters are ſevere and cold, ſo that 
myrtles, olives, and trees of that kind which de- 
light in conſtant warmth, will not floriſh here; 
but it produces bay-trees *. in great perfection; 


„ 


In the original it is Iaurut, which the ingenious Mr. Mar- 
tyn, profeſſor of botany in Cambridge, has given very ſtrong 
renſons for believing is not the ſame tree with our laurel, but 
means the bay- tree. Our laurel, (that author obſerves,) was 
* hardly known in Europe till the latter end of the 16th cen- 3 1 
5 tury ; about which time it ſeems to have been brought from 0 *' 2 
.** Trebizond to Canſtantinople, and from thence into moſt parts _ 
« of Europe. The laurel has no fine ſmell, which is a pro- 
«« perty aſcribed to the /aurus by Virgil in the 2d Eclogue ; __ 


Et vos, o lauri, carpam, et te proxime, myrte, 
Sic poſt, quaniam ſuaves miſcetis odores. 


« And in the 6th Eneid : 


Odoratum lauri nemas. x 


Nor is the laure! remarkable for crackling in the fire, of 
which there is abundant mention with regard tg the 75 
| ge r 
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yet ſometimes, tho' indeed not oftener than in 
the neighborhood of Rome, they are killed by" 


| the ſharpneſs of the ſeaſons. The · ſummers are 
exceedingly temperate, and continually | attend- 
ed with 'refreſhing breezes, which are ſeldom. in- 


terrupted by high wipds. If you were to come 
here andd ſee the numbers of old men who have 


loved to be Grand · fathers and Great-grand-fathers, 


and hear the ſtories they can entertain you with 


of their anceſtors, you would fancy yourſelf bor 
in ſome former age. The diſpoſition of the 


country is the moſt beautiful that can be imagin- - 


ed: figure to yourſelf an immenſe amphithea- 
tre; but ſuch as the hand of nature could only 


form. Before you lies a vaſt extended plain 


| bounded by a range of mountains, whoſe ſum- 
mits are crowhed with lofty and venerable woods, 


which ſupply variety of game: from hence; as 
the mountains decline, they are adorned with 
under- woods. Intermixed with theſe are little hills 


of ſo ſtrong and fat a ſoil, that it would be diffij- 


cult to find a ſingle ſtone upon them; their ferti- 


lity is nothing inferior to the loweſt grounds; and 
tho? their harveſt, indeed, is ſomething later, their 


_ crops are as well matured. At the foot of theſe | 


RR 


% Nheſe characters agree very well with the bay- tree, which 
ems to be moſt certainly the /aurus of the antients; and is 


nt this time frequent in the woods and hedges of Italy? 


Notes upon Georg. 1. v 306. 
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hills the eels preſented, wherever it” turns, with. 
one unbroken view of numberleſs vineyards, which 
are terminated by a border, as it were, of ſhrubs. 


From thence you have a proſpect of the adjoin- 


ing fields and meadows below. The foil of the 
former is ſo extremely ſtiff, and upon the firſt 
ploughing it riſes in ſuch vaſt clods, that it is. 
neceſſary to go over it nine ſeveral times with the 


largeſt oxen and the ſtrongeſt ploughs, before 


they can be thoroughly broken; whilſt the ena - ; 
meled meadows produce trefoil, and other kinds 


of herbage as fine and tender as if it were but juſt 


ſprung up, being continually refreſhed. by never- 


failing rills. But tho? the country abounds with 
great plenty of water, there are no marſhes; for 
as it is a riſing ground, whatever water it re- 
ceives without abſorbing, runs off into the Ti- 
der. This river, which winds thro” Ahe middle 
of the meadows, is navigable only in the winter 


and ſpring, when it tranſports the produce of the 
lands to Rome: but its channel is ſo extremely 
low in ſummer, that it ſcarce deſerves the name 


of a river: towards the autumn however, it be- 
gins again to renew its claim to that title. You 
could not be more agreeably entertained, than by 
taking a view of the face of this country from the 
top of one of our neighboring mountains: you 


would imagine that not a real, but ſome painted 
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! 


landfcape lay before you; drawn with the moſt 


exquiſite beauty and exactneſs; ſuch an harmo- 


nious and regular variety charms the eye which 


way ſoever it throws itſelf. My villa is ſo ad- 
vantageouſly ſituated, that it commands a full 
view of all the country round; yet you go up to 


it by ſo inſenſible a riſe, that you find yourſelf 


upon an elevation without perceiving you aſ- 


cended. Behind, but at a great diſtance, ſtand 
a the Apennine mountains. wm In the calmeſt days 


we are refreſhed by the winds that blow from 
thence, but ſo ſpent, as it were, by the long 
tract of land they travel over, that they are en- 


tirely diveſted of all their ſtrength and violence 


before they reach us. The expoſition of cke 
principal front of the houſe is full ſouth, and 
ſeems to invite the afternoon ſun in ſummer (but 
ſomething earlier in winter) int@ a ſpacious and 


well-proportioned Portico, conſiſting of ſeveral 
members, particularly a porch built after the 


manner of the antients. In the front of the 
portico is a ſort of terrace, embelliſhed with vas 
rious figures, and bounded: with a box-hedge, 
from whence you deſeend by an eaſy flope, 
adorned with the repreſentation of divers ani- 
mals in box anſwering alternately to each other, 
into a lawn overſpread with the ſoft, I had al- 
BAH 15 1 5 week! 5 Ro moſt 


b 
* 
* » % 
* 


e e, 
moſt ſaid the liquid * Acantkus : this is ſurround- 
ed by a walk incloſed with tonſile ever · greens, 
| ſhaped into a variety of forms. Beyond it is the 
Geſtatio laid out in the form of a © circus, orna- 
| mented in the middle with box cut in number- 
leſs different figures, together with a plantation 
of ſhrubs prevented by the ſheers from running 
up too high: The whole is fenced-in with a wall 
covered by box, riſing by different ranges to the 
top. On the outſide of the wall lies a meadow w 
that owes as many beauties to nature, as all I 
have been deſcribing within does to art; at the 
end of which are ſeveral other meadows and fields 

2 HG .R-2- 4 interſperſed 


2 Sir William Temple ſuppoſes the Acanthus of the an- 
tients to be what we call Pericantbe. Modern + botaniſts term 
it garden bears-foot; but Mr. Caſtel in his obſervations upon 
this paſſage, with more probability, imagines by its character 
here that it reſemblas moſs. See note p. 266. | ; 
This walk is called in the original Ambulatio, as what 
have ventured to tranſlate a Terrace, is by Pliny termed ius. 
The Ambulatio ſeems to be what we properly call a walk; the 
| Geſftatio was a place appropriated to taking of exerciſe in their 
vehicles, and the Ay/us in its original fignification, according 
do the definition given by Vitruvius, was a large portico where- 
in the athletic exerciſes were performed; tho it is plainly uſed 
in this place for an open walk, ornamented much in the man- 
ner of our old-faſhioned parterres ; but its being raiſed above 
the other walks which lay in the front, ſeems to juſtify its 
being called a Terrace. | 1 F 
The Circus was a place ſet apart for the celebration of 
ſeveral public games, particularly the chariot-race, Its form 
was generally oblong, having a wall quite round with ranges 
of ſeats for the convenience of ſpectators. 
+ See Martyn on Georg. 4. v. 123. 
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interſperſed. with thickets. At the extremity of 
the portico ſtands - a grand dining-room, lick | | 
opens upon one end of the terrace; as from the 
windows there is a very extenſive proſpect over 
the meadows up into the country, from whence 
you alſo have a view of the terrace and ſuch parts 
of the houſe which project forward, together with 


1 . 87 785 the woods incloſing the adjacent hippodrome. 


; ' Oppoſite almoſt to the center of the portico ſtands 
an apartment ſomething backwards, which en- 
compaſſes a ſmall area, ſhaded by four plane- 
. ttrees, in the midſt of which a fountain riſes, from 


w hence the water running over the edges of a 


marble baſon gently refreſhes the ſurrounding 
plane - trees and the verdure underneath them. 
- This apartment conſiſts of a bed - ehamber free 
from every kind of noiſe, and which the light 
irfelf cannot penetrate; together with a common 

| _dining-room that I uſe whenever 1 have none but 
familiar friends with me. A ſecond portico looks 


3 upon this little area, and has the ſame proſpect 
"with the former 1 juſt now deſcribed. "There is 


3 beſides, another room, which being Gtuated cloſe 


25 to the neareſt plane · tree, enjoys a conſtant hade 
| and verdure: its ſides are incruſted half way with 


1 $41, e kak - carved 
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© A fart of the garden, ſo called, 3 p- - Fork 
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Carved marble, and from thence to > Lhe ceiling a Wt 8 
N foliage is painted with birds intermixed among F 
the branches, which has an effect altogether as 
agreeable as that of the carving; ; at the baſis of 0 
which is placed a little” fountain, that playing 
thro' ſevetal ſmall pipes into a vaſe, produces a 
moſt pleaſing murmur. From a corner of the 
portico you" enter into a very ſpacious chamber = 3 
oppoſite. to the grand dining-room, which from , 
ſome of its windows has a view of the terrace, > ea 
and from others of the meadow, as thoſe in te 
front look upon a caſcade, which entertains at 1 
once both the eye and the ear; for the water fal- HEAL 
ling from a great height, foams round the 1 mar- =o 
ble baſon, which receives it below This room PIES 
is extremely warm in winter, being much expo- - 
ſed to the ſun, as in a cloudy day the heat of 
an adjoining ſtove. very well ſupplies his abſence. | 
From hence you paſs thro” a ſpacious and plea- 5 
ſant undreſſing· room into the cold-bath-coom, = - -. 
Which! is a large gloomy bath: but if you are dif 
5 to ſwim more at large, or in warmer wa 
| in the middle of the area is a wide baſon fer 
| w_ purpoſe, and near it a reſerypir from whencdte 
you may be ſupplied with cold water to brace 
your ſelf again, if you ſhou!d perceive you are 
too much relaxed by the warm. Contiguous, to 
«he cold bath is one of a midling degree of heat, 
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which enjoys the kindly warmth of the ſun, but 


not ſo intenſely as that of the hot-bath, which 
projects farther. This laſt conſiſts of three ſeve- 


Tal diviſions, each of different degrees of heat ; 


the two former lie open to the full ſun, the lat- 
ter, tho? not ſo much expoſed. to its heat, receives 


an equal ſhare of its light. Over the undreſſing- 
room is built the tennis - court, which by means of 
different © circles, admits of different kinds of 1 
games. Not far from the baths, is the ſtair-caſe 


which leads to the incloſed portico, after having 
firſt paſſed thro' three apartments: one of theſe 
looks upon the little area with . the four plane- 
trees round it, the other has a ſight of the mea- 


dos, and from the third you have a view of 
ſeveral vineyards ,* » fo that they have as many dif- 


ferent proſpects as expoſitions. At one end of 
the incloſed portico, and indeed taken off from 


it, is a chamber that looks upon the hippodrome, 
the vineyards and the mountains; adjoining is a 


room which has a full expoſure to the ſun, eſpe- 


Tially in winter: from hence runs an apartment 


— 


5 „„ that 


; 


© & Theſe ate were probably no other than particular 
marks made on the floor, the ſucceſs of their play depend- 
ing on the ball's lighting in ſuch a circle after it had been 
* ſtruck, which was the adverſaries bufineſs to revent ; and 
che many ſorts of exerciſes this room was made for, might 


be diverſified by lines or circles on the walls or floor ; ;h 


* the game of tennis, which tho it takes up one entire room, 


may ſerve for ſeveral games of the like nature.” Caſtel's 
Remarks on Tuſcum, p. 119, 
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chat connects the hippodrome with the houſe: 
and ſuch is the form and aſpect of the front. On 
the fide is a ſummer incloſed portico which ſtands 
high, and has not only a proſpect of the vine- 
yards, but ſeems almoſt to touch them. From 
the middle of this portico you enter a dining- 
room cooled by the whaleſome breeze whick 
come from the Apennine valleys: from the win 


dos in the back front, which are extremely * 


large, there is a proſpect of the vineyards, as 
you have alſo another view. of them from the 
folding doors 'thro* the ſummer portico: along 
that ſide of this dining room where there are no 
windows, runs a private ſtair-caſe for the greater 
conveniency, of ſerving at entertainmeñts: at the | 
farther end is 'a chamber from whence the eye is 
entertained with a view of the vineyards, and 
(what is equally agreeable) of the portico.” Un- 
derneath this room is an incloſed portico ſome- 
thing reſembling a grotto, which enjoying in the 
midſt of ſummer heats, its own natural coolneſs, 
neither admits nor wants the refreſhment of ex- 
ternal breezes. After you have paſſed both theſe 
porticos, at the end of the dining-room ſtands a 
third, which as the day is more or leſs advanced, 
ſerves either for winter or ſummer uſe. It leads 
to two different apartments, one containing four | 
chambers, the other three, which enjoy by turns 
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both ſun and ſhade. . In the front of theſe agree- 
able buildings lies a very ſpacious hippodrome *, 
entirely open in the middle, by which means the 
eye, upon your firſt entrance, takes in its whole 


extent at one view. It is' encompaſſed on every 
ſide with plane-trees covered with © ivy, ſo that 


While their heads floriſh with their own green, 
their bodies enjoy a borrowed verdure; and thus 
the ivy twining round the trunk and branches, 


| ſpreads from tree to tree, and connects them 


together. Between each plane-tree- are plant- 


ed box- trees, and behind theſe, bay- trees, 
which blend their ſhade wit h that of the planes. 


This plantation, forming a ſtreight boundary 


on both ſides of the hippodrome, bends at 
the farther end into a ſemi- circle, which being 


ſet round and ſhelter'd with cypreſs- trees, va- 


14 


ries 


* : / 


ly ed 


t he Hifpodromus, in its proper ſignification, was a place 


among the Grecians, ſet apart for horſe· racing and other exer- 
ciſes of that kind. But it ſeems here to be nothing more than 


a particular walk, to which Pliny perhaps gave that name, 


from its bearing ſome reſemblance in its form to the public 
places ſo called. e e FR - 

What the Hegeræ were," that deſerved a place in æ gar- 
« den, (ſays Sir William 2 in his Eſſay on Gardening) 
% J cannot gueſe, unleſs they had ſorts of ivy unknown to 
« us. But it does not ſeem neceſſary to have recourſe to that 
ſuppoſition ; for there are two ſorts among us, which are very 


beautifal plants, the one called the ſilver- ſtriped- ivy, the other 
the yellow variegated ivy. The former, perhaps, is the pallen- 
tes Hederæ of Virgil, which epithet ſome of the critics, not 
attending to the different kinds of ivy, have injudiciouſly 
changed for palantes. SF» | 61] 


2 1 Georg. 4, | 1 2 | * 


# 


Fo 
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2 Wend I. 12. C, 44. 


i N EIN x. 2 if 


ries the proſpect, and caſts a deeper and more : 
gloomy ſhade ;, while, the inward, circular walks 


| (for there are ſeveral) enjoying an open expoſure, 
are perfu med with roſes, and correct by a very plea- 


ſing contraſt, the coolneſs of the ſnade with the 
warmth of the ſun. Having paſſed thro* theſe ſe- 

I . 
veral winding: -alleys, you enter a“ ſtreight walk, 
which breaks .out into a variety of others, divided 
off by box-hedges. In one place you have a little 
meadow ; in another the box is cut into a thouſand 


different forms; ſometimes into letters, expreſſing - 
the name of the maſter ; ; ſometimes that of the 
artificer: whilſt here and there little obeliſks® riſe 


intermixed alternately with fruit-rrees: when on a 
ſudden, in the midlt of this elegant regularity, vou 
are ſurprized with an imitation of the negligent 


beauties of rural nature; in the center of which 


lies 


b Here Fe to N what we properly calt the Garden 
und js the only deſcription of a Romas one, which ** come 
down to us. Virgil indeed mentions that of his Cory cian 
friend's, but he only gives an account of the plants which that 
contented old man cultivated, without Jeleribing the form in 
which this little ſpot was laid out. 

- i It is very remarkable that this falſe taſte in gardening, ſa 
juſtly rejected by modern improvements in that agreeable art, 
was introduced among the Romans at a time, when one ſhould 
little expect to meet with any inelegancies in the polite refine- 
ments of life. Marius, the friend of Julius Cæſar, and peculiar 


favorite of Auguſtus, of whom there is ſtill extant a letter to 
'Cicero, 2 admired for the beauty of its ſentiments and 


expreſſion, is faid to have firſt taught his countrymen this mon- 
ftrous method of diſtorting nature, by knee trees into regular 
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| Hes a ſpot ſurrounded with a knot of dwarf * plane 


trees. Beyond theſe is a walk interſperſed with 


the ſmooth and twining ' acanthus, where the trees 


„ 


Are 


x The plane- tree was extremely cultivated among the Ro- 


mans upon account of its extraordinary ſhade, and they uſed 
to nouriſh it with * wine inſtead of water, believing (as an in- 
genious author Þ obſerves) ** This tree loved that liquor, as 


7 ywell as thoſe who uſed to drink under its ſhade.” Virgil 


mentions it as miniſtrantempotantibus umbras. Georg. 4. It 


was a favorite tree likewiſe among zhe Grecians : 


AvTap ehe yAurus vrvos uw FAd|avo Caluguarc, 
Ka Fe Yyas piatoiyue Tov ty yulev 1X00 axe. 


3 * Moſch. Iayl. 
Give me beneath the plane. trees ſhade to lie, bs 
While tinkling fountains ſweetly murmur. by. 


1 It is probable the Acanthus kere mentioned is net the ſame 
plant with that deſcribed above ; it is certain at leaſt there 
were different ſorts of them. It ſeems to be of the kind which 


Virgil ſpeaks of in the 4th Georgic: 5 


Aut flexi tacui ſſem vimen Acanthi ; 


Whatever that was, which is by no means clear, The-inge- 


nious Botaniſt mentioned before, ſuppoſes it to be Braak-rr/ine, 


and that Drydaw-was miſtaken. in tranſlating this paſlage : 


The winding Trail 7 
Of Bearsſoot. 


For, ſays he, it is by no means a trailing plant. But there is 
reaſon, it ſhould ſeem, to believe the contrary ; for it is not 


very probable, that Virgil ſhould uſe the epithet F/exus in allu- 


ſion as this gentleman imagines, to the ſtory of the tile and 
| the baſket, which gave the firſt hint to the inventor of the Co- 


rinthian capital. It is much more likely and natural that he 


© ſhouldjoin an epithet to Acanthus, which denoted à certain 
general quality attending it, than any foreign and accidental 
_ cucumiſtance, eſpecially one ſo extremely remote. And this 
conjecture ſeems to be ſtrongly ſupported by Pliny's calling it 


Flexuoſus. + 
s Plin, Hiſt, Nat. + Sir William Temple, 


— 
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are alſo cut into a variety of names and ſhapes, 

At the upper end is an alcove of white marble, 
| ſhaded with vines, ſupported by four ſmall Cary- 
ſtian ® pillars. : From this bench the water, guſhing 
| thro? ſeveral little pipes, as if it were preſſed out 
by the weight'of the perſons who repoſe them- 
' ſelves upon it, falls into a ſtone ciſtern under- 
neath, from whence it is received into a fine po- 
liſhed marble baſon, ſo artfully contrived, that it 
is always full without ever overflowing. When! 
ſup here, this baſon ſerves for a table, the larger 
ſort of diſhes being placed round the margin, 
while the ſmaller ones ſwim about in the form of 
little veſſels and water-fowl. Correſponding to 
this, is a fountain which is inceſſantly emptying 
and filling ; for the water which it throws up a 
great height, falling back again into it, is by 
means of two openings returned as faſt as it is re- 
ceived. Fronting the alcove (and which reflects 
as great an ornament to it, as it botroms from it) 
ſtands a ſummer- houſe of exquiſite marble, whoſe 
doors project and open into a green encloſure ; as 

from its upper and lower windows the eye is 
5 „„ „ 

n This marble came * . (now eltled Carifto) in 
Eubcea, an iſland in the Archipelago, which has ſince Senna 
its name-into Negroponte, From hence likewiſe, it is ſaid, the 


Romans fetched that famous ſtone out of which 42 (pon. « | 
ſort of incombuſtible cloth, wherein they wrapped the ies 


of their dead, and thereby preſerved their aſhes diſtin and 
unmixed with thoſe of the funeral pile, 


| 263 The L. E TT E R * Book V. 
preſented with a variety of different verdures. 


„ 


Next to this is a little private cloſet (which. tho? | 
it ſeems diſtinct, may be laid into the ſame room) 
furniſhed with a couch; and notwithſtanding 5 
| has windows on every fide, yet it enjoys a very 
agreeable gloomineſs, by means of a ſpreading 
vine which climbs to the top, and entirely. over- 
ſhades it. Here you may lie and fancy yourſelf 
in a wood, with this difference only, that you 
are not expoſed to the weather: in this place a 
ſountain alſo riſes and inſtantly diſappears : in 
different quarters are dif poſed ſeveral marble-ſeats, 
which ſerve no leſs than the ſummer-houſe, as ſo 
many reliefs after one is wearied with walking. 
Near each ſeat. is a little fountain; and through- 
out the whole bippodrome ſeveral ſmall rills run 
murmuring, along, whereſoever the hand of art 
thought proper to conduct them, watering, here 
and there different. ſpots of verdure, and in their 
progreſs refreſhing the whole. . 
And now, I ſhould not. have hazarded the i impu- : 
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cation of being too minute in this derail, if I had 
not * propoſed to lead you into every corner of my | 

houſe and gardens.” You will hardly, I i imagine, 

*hink it a trouble to read the deſcription of a place, 

which I am perſuaded would pleaſe you were you 

to ee it; eſpecially as you have it in your power 

1 10 e and T Ab ig aſide Pf Mts & fir down 


2 


NA rin 3G 
as it TS fad reſt yourſelf as bften” as your think | 
proper. 1 had at the ſame time a view to the gra- 
tification of my own paſſion: as Teorfeſs, T have 
a very great one for this villa; which was chiefly J 
built or finiſhed by myſelf; * In a word (for hy 
mould I conceal” from my friend my ſentiments 


Whether right br wrong?) T Took upon it as the 
firſt: duty of every writer frequently to throw his 
eyes upon his title-page, and to conſider well the 
ſubject he has propoſed to himſelf 3 and he may be 
aſſured if he" cloſely purſues” his plan he cannot 


jultly be thought tedious; but on the contrary, if 
he ſuffers himſelf to be carried off from it, he will 
moſt drag incur that venfüre. Homer, you 
know has employed 1 many” 'verſts* in the defcrip- 
tion of the arms of Achilles, as Virgil alſo Ras in 
_ _ thoſe of Knead yet neither” df them are Prolix, 
Pecauſe they both keep within the limits of their 
_ - original deſign. 'Aratus, you 1 Tee, is not eſtecmed too 
circumſtantial, ; tho? he traces aud enumerates the 
minũuteſt ſtars; for he does not g⁰ out of his way 
for that Purpole, he only follows where his ſub- 

ject leads him. In the ſame manner (to compare 
ſmall things with great) if endeavoring to give 
you an idea of my houſe, I have not wandered 
into any thing foreign, or, as it were, devious, 
it is t my letter which deſcribes, but my villa 
which is deſcribed, that is to be deemed large. 
uns not to eren any longer upon this digreſſion, 
85 é _- kit 
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leſt I ſhould myſelf be condemned by the 3 
im 1 have juſt laid down; 1 have now informed 
you why I prefer my Tuſcan villa, to thoſe which 

[ poſſeſs at Tuſculum, Tiber, * and Præneſte. 

| Beſides the advantages already mentioned, I here 
enjoy a more profound retirement, as I am at a 
farther diſtance from the buſineſs of the town, and 

_ the interruption of troubleſome avocations. All is 
calm and compoſed ; which contributes, no. leſs 
than its elear air and unclouded ſky, to that health 
of body and chearfulneſs of mind which 1 parti- 
cularly enjoy here: both of which I keep in pro- 
per exerciſe by ſtudy and hunting. And indeed 
there is no place which agrees better with all my 
Family i in general; I am ſure at leaſt, I have not 
yet loſt one (and I ſpeak 1 it with the ſentiments I 

- ought) of all thoſe I brought with me hither: and 
may the gods continue that happineſs to me, and 

that honor to my villa! F arewel. 1 5 5 
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n Now called Fraſcati, o Tivoli, p and paleſtrina, all of 
them ſituated in the Campagne 4 Roma, and at no pd N 
from Rome. 99 5 
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1 * is certain the law does not allow a corpo- | 
1 rate city to inherit any eſtate by will, or to 
receive a legacy. Saturninus however, who has | 
appointed me his. heir, had left a. fourth. part of 
his eſtate to our corporation” of Comum ; Which 
deviſe he afterwards changed into an abſolute le- 
gacy of 400,000 * ſeſterces. This bequeſt, in a 
legal view, is undoubtedly void; but conſidered | 
as the clear and expreſs will of the dead, ought 
to ſtand firm and valid: a conſideration in my 
opinion (tho* I am amid the lawyers will not be 
pleaſed with what I ſay) of higher regard than 
any law whatſoever, eſpecially when the intereſt 
of one's country is concerned. It would be ex- 
tremely inconſiſtent in me, who made them a 
preſent of eleven hundred thouſand * ſeſterces out 
of my own patrimony, to with-hold from them 
a benefaction of a little more than a third part of 
that ſum, out of an eſtate which is entirely ad- 
ventitious. You, who like a true patriot, have the 
ſame affection for this our common country, will 
join with me, I dare ſay, in theſe ſentiments. 1. 
wiſh therefore you would, at the next aſſem- 
bly of the Decurii, COW them, in a _—_— 
2 Tt ee ful 
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take advantage of it, but will pay them t 
| 400,000 ſeſterces according to, the directions Y 


ful manner, how the law ſtands' in this caſe, and 
at the ſame time Jet them know that” I ſhall not 


the will of Saturninus. © 'You will” repreſent it as 
bis preſent; and bis liberality ; I only claim the 


Alert be complying with his requeſt. I forbear 


writing to their ſenate concerning this affair, 
fully relying upon your friendſhip and prudence, 
and being aſſured” that you are both able and 


| willing to act for me upon this occaſion as I would 


for myſelf; belides I am afraid 1 ſhould not ſeem 
to have preſerved that juſt medium in my letter, 


which vou will much eaſier be able to do in a 
| ſpeech, The © countenance, - the geſture, ard 
even the tone of voice governs and determines 
the ſenſe of the ſpeaker: : whereas | A letter being 


deftitute of theſe advantages, is more liable to the 
Malignant interpretation of thoſe who | are inclined 
to ETHAN its s meaning. Fareuel. SY 


* 
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"Y, E 11 2 R VIII. To Cerro. 


a 50 U. are not Saite in che Arier you give 
me to undertake the writing of hiſtory; it 
is a work which has been frequently preſſed upon 
me by n others of my friends ; and what I 

have 


* 


* . 5 b 3 . 
i . mw 1 
; 2 4 


Bock V. dr * L I N . a 
have ſane: 1 of engaging in. Not that 1 
* "have any confidence of ſucceeding in this way; 
That would be too raſnhly preſuming upon the 
event of an experiment which I have never yet 
made; but becauſe it is a noble employment io 
reſcue from oblivion 1 who: deſerve to * er 
of others, at the ſame time that we advance our 
own. Nothing, I confeſs, ſo ſtrongly affects me 
as the deſire of a laſting name: a paſſion highly: 
: | worthy. of the human breaſt; eſpecially of one, 
who not being conſcious to himſelf of any ill, is 
not afraid of being known to poſterity. - It os 
continual Aa e of 2 n | 
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2 > Virgil 1. 8 fab mit. . 

b Part᷑ of a verſe from the fifth neil N Meneftheus 
one of the competitors in the naval game, who was in ſome . 
= 1. being OP 1 his men to exert their oh 

or. I. 5 


* 2 


Tb 177K S Bock e 
aſſure i it to me. Oratory and Poetry, - unleſs car- 
' - ried to the higheſt point of eloquence, are talents 
but of ſmall recommendation to thoſe who pot 
ſeſs them ; but Hiſtory however executed is als 

- ways entertaining. Mankind are naturally in- 

quiſiive and are fo fond of having this turn 

gratifed, that they will liſten with attention to 

OPT fact, and the moſt idle tale. 
But beſides this, 1 have an example in my own 
family that inclines me to engage in this ſtudy, 
my uncle and adoptive father having acquired 
_ reputation as a very accurate hiſtorian; oy 

the philoſophers, you know, recommend it 
us to tread in the ſteps of our anceſtors, wh 1 2 

they have gone before us in the right path. IHE 
you aſk; me then, Why Ido not immediately en- 
ter upon the taſk? My reaſon is this : 1 have 
* ſome very e atſes," and (che 1 


£2 "VE WY 2 WN M JW 11 . N 5 8 
melt vighe to and t fuch a | ones, The ak 5% 
will not be diſpleaſed to fee the whole paſſage, as it is excel- 
lently tranſlated by Mr. Pit 3-which/I am the more inclined 
to tranſcribe, not only as it will ſhew.the propriety of my au- 
thor's application of this verſe ; but as I am glad of any op- 


Portunity of quoting from a poet whoſe tranſlation of the 
. does h61 or to the En Englih language. ; 


_ : . 2 


Now, now, my y friends, your utmoſt pow”! r di 2 


' Riſp to your RA, and ſoeep the wat'ry way : : 
"FE yet but ah ] let theſe the palm obtain, 


boſe « ohm thy fawors croun, great monarch of * main : & 
But ta return the. lags of all the day, 1 {hit 


b! Wipe, 9 friends, that ſhameful — *. th, 
_ * See Book III. labs... OE, . 


2 


+ 


"Ca" 


- 


left for want of this rena labor; all the te pin a 


and "they | 
wich their author be büried in oblivion : fr with © 


__rſpeK'to "poſterity, the work 
_ finiſhed,” was never begun. You will think, per. 


they coſt me ſhould be thrown away; 


chat "was "never | 


haps,” 1 might correct my pleadings and "write * 


hiſtory at the ſame time. I wiſh indeed, I were 
capable of doing ſo, but they are both ſuch great 
undertaleings, that either of them is abufdant- 
If ſufficient; © I was but nineteen when I firſt ap- 
_ . © peared at the bar; and yet it is only now at laſt 
5 I underſtand (and that in truth but imperfectly) 
Y '  whgg is eſſential to a complete orator.” How chen 
mall 1 be able to ſuppore the weight of an addi. 
 tichal'burthen® It is true, indeed, hiſtory” and 


- ofatory” habe in many Points a general reſem- 


. blance 3 yet in thoſe very things in whieh they 
«ſeem © to "agtte, there are ſeveral circumſtances 
wherein they differ. Narration is common to 


them both; but it 1s 4 narration of a diſtinct kind. 


The former contents itſelf frequently” Wich o 
| and vulgar facts ;/ the latter requires every thing 
5 ſplendid, elevated and extraordinary: ſtrength and 
| nerves is ſufficient, in ſbat, but beauty and orna - 
ment is eſſential to this: the excellency. of the 
one conſiſts in a ſtrong, ſevere and cloſe ſtile , 


„ ; 08 
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bock v. . P 11 1 v. * 479 
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of the other, in a diffuſive, Advis and harmo- | 


* 


- pious narration: in ſhort, the Words, the em- 
Pfhaſis, and whole tarp and ſtructure of the * 
600 nods are extremely different in theſe two arts. 

For, as Thucydides obſerves, there i is a wide di- 


ſtance between compoſitions which are calculat- 


ed for a preſent purpoſa, and thoſe which are de- 


ſigned to remain as Jafting monuments to poſterity ; 


by the firſt of which expreſſions he alludes to 


Oratory, and by the other to Hiſtory. For theſe 
reaſons I am not inclined to blend together two 
performances of ſuch diſtinct natures, which, as 
they are both of the higheſt rank, neceſſarily there- 
"fore require a ſeparate attention; leſt, confound- . 


ed by a crowd of different ideas, I ſhould intro- 


duce into the one what is only proper to the 


other. Therefore, (to ſpeak in our language of ' 


the bar) I- muſt beg leave the cauſe may be adjourn- 


ed | ſome time langer. In the mean while, I refer . 5 


it to your conſideration from what period 1 ſhall 
commence my. hiſtory. Shall I take it A 
_ thoſe remote times which have been treated of 


already by others? In this way, indeed, the ma- 
xerials will be ready prepared to my hands, but 


the collating of the ſeveral hiſtorians will be ex- 


tremely troubleſome : or, ſhall 1 write only of 


the preſent times, and thoſe wherein no other au- 
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thor has ene before me? If fo, f may y probably” 
give offence to many, and pleaſe but few. For, 
mn an age ſo over- run with vice, you will find | in- 
_ - finitely more to condemn than approve z yet your | 
_ praiſe, tho ever ſo. laviſh, wil be chought 0 
reſerved 3 ande your cenſure, tho? ever ſo cauti· 2 
| ous, too profuſe. However, this does not at all 
diſcourage me; for want not ſufficient reſolution 
to bear teſtimony to truth. } expect then, that 
you prepare the way which you have pointed out 
to me, and determine what ſubject I ſhall Rx up- ? 
on for my hiſtory, that when I am ready to chef. 
ter upon the taſk you have aſſigned me, I may 
5 * 1 25 e by oy new v dificlty.” bk. 8 
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\ 7 FOUR, ly made very ebe poet | 
; ſions upon m, as it brought me news 
which I both rejoiced and grieved#to receive. Ic 
gave me; pleaſure when it informed me you were 
detained in Rome; which tho you will tell me 
is a circumſtance that affords you none, yet I 
cannot but rejoice at it, ſince you aſſure me you 
continue there upon my account, and defer the 
recital of your work till my return; for which 

I am greatly obliged to you. But I was much 
: concerned at that part of your letter which men- 0 
| S 3 + tioned 
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affect me with other ſentiments, as it cannot but 
he for his advantage the ſooner he is relieved . 
death, from a diſtemper of which there is 

hope he can ever be cured... | But what you. add, 
concerning Avitus, who. died 3 in his return from 
the province where he had been Queſtor, is an 
accident. that juſtly demands our ſorrow. That, 
he died on board-a-ſhip, at a diſtance, from his 
brother whom he tenderly loved, and from bis, 


mother and ſiſters, are circumſtances, which, tha!, 


they cannot affect him now, yet undoubtedly did 


in his laſt moments, as well. as tend to heighten 
the affliction of thoſe he has left behind. How 
ſevere is the reflection, that a youth of his well- 


formed. diſpoſition. ſhould. be extinct in the prime 
of life, and ſnatch'd from thoſe high honors to 


which his virtues, had they been permitted to 


grow to their full maturity, would certainly have 
| Jaiſed him! How did his boſom glow with the 
jove of the fine arts! How many books has he 


peruſed ! How many volumes has he tranſcribed! 


But the fruits of his labors are now-periſhed with 
him, and for ever loſt to poſterity. Net why in- 
dulge my ſorrow? a paſſion which, if we once 

give a looſe to it, will aggravate every the ſlight- 


eſt circumſtance. I will put an end therefore to 


Nan 


Book 1v, 2 
toned: the dangerous Illneſs of Julius Valens; | 
tho? , indeed, with reſpect to himſelf it ought to 
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my letter, that” I" may to the n which yours 
e. ug me. Fare 0 wee ee e. 
$437 BU, | | * Ee ONCE: n 3 9 ] 18 „ 


1 32, 


"LET 77k K. 9 25 Axronnius. 


FAM i: never more Rule of the Wpesst er. 
Leney of your verſes, than when I endeayor 
to imitate them. As the hand of the painter muſt 


9 always fail, when perfect beauty ſits for the pic- 


ture; fo I labor to catch the graces of my origi- 
nal, but ſtill fall ſhort of them. Let me conjure | 


you then to continue to ſupp y us with many 
more ſuch excellent models, which every man 


muſt wiſh to imitate, but few, Fa "hone, 
will be able to a fn: 'F arewel, 
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Tris time you ſhould acquit the promiſe my 
verſes gave to our common friends, of your 


works. The world is every day impatientiy en- 
quiring after them, and there is ſome danger of 


your being ſummoned in form to give an account 


of your delay. am myſelf a good deal 2 


23 


| wu _ ae but -yow are eren n Rl flo 


5 wiſe the ſeverity of my * May Perhigs 8 
tort from you, n the blandiſhments of _ bor 
8 8 4 ele 1 | er 
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er yg . not FO e Ti ae is, ts. | 
arrived to that degree of perfection, that the file 
can only weaken, not poliſhat, Allow me then 
a the pleaſure of ſeeing your name in the title · page 
* ' of a book, and ſuffer the works of my dear Tran- 
Auillus to be recited and tranſcribed, to be bought. 
and read. It is but fair, and agreeable to our mu- 
tual friendſhip, that you ſhould give me in return 
the lame pleaſure you receive 1 me. F arewel. 


5 


! 


1 
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LETTER x To Fanarus* 


O UR letter informs me that you have 
erected a noble public portico, as a me- 
morial of yourſelf and your ſon, and that the next 

5 day after the ceremony of opening of it, you en- 
h gaged o repair and beautify the gates of our city 


* 7 * e 
[i 10 
* bs 


Wy, » read. — 5 to o Calphurala, pliny 5 ſs. © | 

b Theſe porticos, which were carried to an extreme de- 
gree of magnificence, ſerved for various uſes; ſometimes for 
the aſſembly of the ſenate, ſometimes for ſtands of the moſt cu- 
rious merchandize. But the general uſe they were put to Was,” 
the pleaſure of walking in them; like the preſent piazzas in 
Italy Fabric. Deſcrip. Rom. c. 13.] Here likewiſe works of 
wm were publicly recited, and the philoſophers held their 
iſputations. The famous Pacile Portico, or picture gallery. 5 

at Athens, muſt have afforded the nobleſt ſcene of this kind 
ON, imaginable, to a lover of the imitative arts, Polygnotus, Panz- - 
nus, and all the great maſters of that refined age, having con- 
tributed to embelliſh it with the fineſt een * their pen · 

; * IMs e 1 c. 5 
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at your own hangs thus it is that you riſe from 
one act of munificence to another! I take part, 
believe me, in every thing that concerns your 
glory; ; which, from the alliance that is between 


us, in ſome degree redounds to mine; and am 
pleaſed to ſee the memory of my father-in-law 
delivered down. to poſterity by ſuch beautiful 
ſtructures. I rejoice too, at the honor that here- 
by ariſes to our native province; and as every 
thing that tends to her advantage i is highly agree · 
able to me, by what. hand ſoever it may be con- 
ferred z-1o, particularly when it is; by yours. 9 * 
have onl y to deſire that heaven would continue 

to cheriſh i in you this generous frame of mind, 
and to grant you many years in which to exert 
"it: for your bounty, I am well perſuaded, will 
not terminate here, but extend itſelf to farther | 
acts of beneficence. Generoſity, when once ſhe 
is ſet forward, knows not how to ſtop her pro- 
gteſs; as the more familiar we are with the love-, 
ly form, the more enamored. we grow of her en-, 
828/08, charms. . en 
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F beser s of public's ti Iitle Ts 
which L have compoſed, T invited ſome f 


my friends whoſe judgments Trevere, to attend 


the recital of it; tho at the ſame time, that 
might be more ſecure of hearing the truth of 
their ſentiments, 1 ſelected only A fmall number: 
for 1 have a double view in theſe rehearſals; the 
| faſt is, that the zealous ſolicitude of appre wine 

myſelf to my audience. may inflame my imagi- 
nation; the next, that thoſe errors which a Par- 
tiality to myſelf may conceal from my own” ob- 
ſervation, be pointed out to me. I fucceeded in 
my defigh, _ and wy friends obliged me with 
their ſincere opinions; as J likewiſe obſerved my 


ſelf ſome paſſiges' which required correction. 1 


ſend you the piece therefore as I have now alter- 
eld it. The occafion of it will appear from the 
title, and for the reſt I refer you to the ſpeech it- 
ſelf, which I hope you will peruſe fo carefully, 
as not to ſtand in need of a preface to explain it. 
I beg you would ſincerely tell me your ſenti- 


ments of the whole, and of its ſeveral parts. 1 


| ſhall be more inclined to ſuppreſs or publiſh it, 
as your judgment ſhall decide either way. Fare- 
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* 0 deſire me to ten Geib to 
my promiſe) what ſucceſs. attended Nepos 


8 in bis cculation of Tufcillus Nominatus. The | 1 
latter being broughs before the ſenate, pleaded his 
own; cauſe; tho! indeed no body appeared to ſup- 
port the accuſation. On the contrary, the depu- 
ties from the Vicentini were ſo far fro | Purſuing 
their charge, that they, favored his defence. The 
ſum of what he urged in his own behalf. was 3 
That it was his, coprage and not his imegrity 
<< had. failed him s that: he ſet out With a deſign 
<< of. pleading, the cauſe, and actually came in- 
<<  to-the ſenate for that purpoſe, but being diſ- 
couraged by his friends, he withdrew, himielf 3. 
that they diſſuaded him from perſiſting to op- 
r poſe (eſpecially in the ſenate) the inelinations 


<< of a ſenator, , who did not no cottend ſo muh 
« for the fair itſelf, as for his own credit andꝭ cha · 
00 racter, which he looked upon as concerned in 
« this cauſe ; chat if he did not deſiſt, he would: 
40 ſuffer greater indignities than in his former 
ing.“ (And there were ſome, tho? indeed 
but a few, wha expreſſed high indignation at his 
 ſpecch.), He proceeded to implore the elemeney 
LAS | | os Re "of 2 
Bee letter the 4th of this book. _ Fs 
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of the ſenate with tears in his eyes 3 and prudent-- 
ly endeavored throughout his whole ſpeech (as 


he is a man extremely well verſed in the arts of 


oratory) to appear rather to ſue for pardon than | 
Juſtice. Afranius Dexter, the conſul elect, was 


for acquitting him. The pyrport of his ſentiments 
was to this effect: That Nomentanus would 


* bare added more 2 had gone 


* thro' the cauſe of the Vicentini with the ſame 
e reſolution he began it: however, ſince it did 


not appear he had been guilty of this neglect 


e with any fraudulent deſign, and that he had not 
4 been convicted of any thing which merited 
c public animadverſion, it was his opinion he 
<« ought to be acquitted: but that he ſhould re- 


cc turn to the Vicentini whatever gratuity he had 


i received from them.” This motion was ap- 
proved by the whole ſenate except Flavius Aper: 
his opinion was, that he ſhould be ſuſpended from 
exerciſing the profeſſion of an advocate for. five 
years; and tho? he could not bring any over to 


his ſentiments, he reſolutely perſiſted in them: he 


even obliged Dexter, who ſpoke firſt on the op- 


poſite ſide, to take his oath that he thought his 


motion was for the benefit of the republic ; agree- 


ably to 2 law which he produced concerning the 


aſſembling of the ſenate. - But this, tho* it was 


| as legal, was oppoſed * ſome, who thought | 


115 


. 
4 . 
* 
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it a reflection upon Dexter, as if he had been un- 
duely influenced in his ſentiments. But before the 


votes of the houſe were collected, Nigrinus, a tri- 
bune of the people, read a very elegant and ſenſi · 


ble remonſtrance, wherein he ſtrongly complained 
that the profeſſion of the law was become venal, 
And that the advocates: took money, even to be- 
tray the cauſe of their clients; that they made a 


ſhameful trade of their function: and inſtead of 
honor, which was formerly their only reward, 
they now lived upon the ſpoils of their fellow- 
citizens, from whom they received large and an- 
-nual ſalaries. He gave the ſenate a ſummary ac- 
Count of the laws which, had been made upon 
this ſubject, and reminded them likewiſe; of their 
own decrees | to the ſame; purpoſe : and he con- 
cluded with obſerving, that ſince both the autho- 
_ . fity of the laws and of the ſenate had been con- 

temned, it was highly neceſſary to addreſs the em- 
pęeror that he would be pleaſed himſelf to inter- 
| poſe, and provide ſome remedy, to ſo great an evil. 
Accordingly a few days after, an edict was pub- 
liſhed, drawn up with a proper mixture of mild- 
neſs and ſeverity; for which I refer you to the 
journals of the public *. I cannot but congratu- 
late . upoty as occaſion, chat in all the 
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te in which 1 hre bend concerned, I never 


1 made any bargain; Or received any fee, reward, or 2 


even preſent hatſoever. One ought, no doubt, 
to avoid whatever is mean and unworthy,” not ſo 
much becauſe it ts ulegal, as becauſe it is diſho- ; 
norable:* Bur ſtill there 1 is great farisfaRtion in find-- 
ing the legiſlatureTevelling its prohibitions againſt 
BA practice, which one never ſuffered one's felf to 
Fall into.” The glory indeed of my conduct may, 
or rather moſt certainly will, be nge e. 
clipſed; when this practice ſhall univerſally prevail 
by neceſſity, which I always purſued by choice. 
In the mean time, however, I enjoy the pleaſure of 
my friends jeſts, while ſome tell me I certainly 
foreſaw this edict ; and others, that it was parti- 
culatly levelled againſt my avarice and rapine. 
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LE rr * *. To Ponies, 


er Sent ne 1 n that Sins 
Tertullus was appointed ſurveyor of the Emi- 
| ban way.” This news was 1 aprecable to 

oF oy, i me 
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* This Was RIO. great ; Mi PIO 1 | 
_ uſually conferred upon thoſe who had been conſuls, 
Thus Cæſar is mentioned by Plutarch as ſurveyor of the Appian 
way. Theſe roads extended to a great diſtance from the city 
on all fides, the moſt noble of which was the Appian, computed 


to reach three hundred and fifty miles. Mr: Wright in bis 


travels ſpeaking * this road, ves chat?“ tho? it be much 
| broken 
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Book V. IN. Bb 
| me, both upon his account 1 upon. 
his, berauſe tho ambition ſhould be, (as it dere 
ainly-is) far removed from lis heart, yet it can- 
f nat but be acceptable to him to receive ſo great 
5 an honor without ſeeking it; upon mine, becauſe a 
it heightens the ſatisfaction which reſults from my 
_ own. office, pore nn een a cha? 
rafter as Cornutus raiſed to one of the ſame s- 
nature; for. to. ry placed in the ſame rank with 
the good, is a pleaſure. equal to being honored! 
with the higheſt dignities. And where indeed is 
the man who exceeds Cornutus in worth and vir- 
tue d or whoſe conduct is a more expreſs model 
of antient manners? In this I do not found my 
judgment upon fame, which however, win 
great juſtice, ſpeaks of him in the higheſt terms; 
| ever been joined in the ſame friendſhips with the 
8 oft ſhining. characters in both ſexes,” which this 
| age has. produced: an union that cemented us in 
the ſtricteſt intimacy. To theſe private ties were 
added thoſe of a more public nature : he was, you 
* 414 4 4 0 * 1 lit 8 know, 


of 
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7 others it is wonderfully well ks notwithſtanding it 
«© be. computed near two thouſand years old. They are paved 
% with ſuch hard tones, that they are rather poliſhed than 
worn, and ſo well joined, that in ſome places the whole 
* -breadth of the way ſeems one intire piece. | | 
b It appears by ſome antient inſcriptions ſtill remaining, that 
Pliny was ſurveyor of the river Tiber and its banks, to which 
* it is probable he here alludes, 
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know, my collegue in the treaſury, as well as ths 


_eonſulſhip. Theſe were opportunities of gaining 


a thorough knowledge of his uneommon virtues; 


when I followed him as a guide, and revered him 
as a parent; and hat not ſo much upon account 
of his age, as his merit. 1 rejoice therefore no 


en own ſake than his; and 1 do ſo upon 
a public as well as private conſideration, ſince 
virtue is nd] n longer, as formerly e, expoſed 
to the moſt eruel dangers, but advanced to the 
nobleſt dignities. But if T were to indulge the 


joyous ſentiments I feel upon” this occaſion, 1 
mould never have finiſhed my letter. Let me 


turn then to an account of what I was doing when 
_—_ meſſenger arrived. He found me with my 
leis grandfather and aunt, together with ſeve 


ee friends, whoſe company 1 had not OY þ 


joyed for a conſiderable time: I was traverſing 
my grounds, hearing the complaints of _ far- 
mers, running over their tedious accounts, and 
had before me pppers and letters far different 
from thoſe to Wich my inclination early de- 
voted me; in a word, 1 was preparing to re- 
turn to Rome. For I have obtained but a ſhort 
leave of abſence; and indeed the news of this office 
E conferred on \ Cornurus, reminds me to haſten 
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Book V. Ly, PLTNY.: "oo 
to the duties of my own. I hope your Sieh = 
Campania will reſign you about the ſame time, fo _ 

chat when T return to Rome, not a day voy 2 * 

"nr to our n! intercourſe. Farewel. hy 


bs * 


"ith 217 2 R Wt Til Maxcntunus, * 

Write this to o you under the u a <4 1 
I of-forrow ; the youngeſt daughter of my 3 
friend Fundanus is dead! never ſurely was there i 
a more agrecable and more amiable. Foung.perſon, -. :. 
or one who better deſerved to have enjoyed a longg ] 
I had almoſt ſaid, an immortal life! She was 
Scarce fourteen, and yet had all the wiſdom of age 
and diſcretion. of a matron, joined with youthful 
ſweetneſs and virgin modeſty. With whit an en- 
gaging fondneſs did ſhe behave'to her father! 
how kindly,and reſpectfully receive his friends! 
how affectionately treat all thoſe who, in their re- 
ſpective offices, had the care ang education of her! 
She employed much of her time in reading, in 
which ſhe diſcovered great ſtrength of judgment ; 
ſhe indulged herſelf in few diverſions, and thoſe 
with much Caution, With what. forhearance, 
wich what patience, with what courage did the 
endure her lat illneſs! ſhe complied with all the . 
directions of her phyſicians z oy CIO. he” _. -  _ 
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290 ' The LETTERS Book V. 
ſiſter, and her father : and when al her ſtrength 
of body was exhauſted, ſupported herſelf by the 
ſingle vigor of her mind. That, indeed, conti - 
nued even to her laſt moments, unbroken by the 
pain of a long illneſs, or the terrors of approach- 
ing death; and it is a reflection which makes the 
loſs of her ſo much the more to be lamented. A 
| Joſs infinitely ſevere! and more ſevere by the par- 
ticular conjuncture in which it happened ! ſhe was 
c ontracted to a moſt worthy youth; the wedding 
day was fixed, and we were all invited. How ſad 
a change from the higheſt joy, to the deepeſt 
ſorrow! How ſhall 1 expreſs the wound that 
pierced my heart, when I heard F undanus him- 
ſelf (as grief is ever finding out circumſtances to 
aggravate its affliction) ordering the money he had 
deſigned to lay out upon cloaths and jewels for 
her marriage, to be employed in myrrh and ſpices 
for her funeral? He is a man of great learning 
and good ſenſe, who has applied himſelf from his 
earlieſt youth, to the nobler and moſt elevated 
ſtudies; but all the maxims of fortitude which he 
has received from books, or advanced himſelf, he 
no abſolutely rejects, and every other virtue of 
His heart gives place to all a parent's tenderneſs. 
Tou will excuſe, you will even approve his forrow, 
hen ou e what he has loſt. He has loſt 


E. e a daughter 
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a daughter who reſembled him in kis manners, as 
well as his perſon, and exactly copied out all her 


father. If you ſhall think proper to write to him 


upon the ſubject of ſo. reaſonable a grief, let me 
remind you not to uſe the rougher arguments of 
conſolation, and ſuch as ſeem to carry a ſort of 


reproof with them, but thoſe of kind and ſympa - 


thizing humanity: Time will render him more 


open to the diftates of reaſon: for as a freſh 


wound ſhrinks back from the hand of the ſurgeon, 
but by degrees ſubmits to, and even requires the 


means of its cure; ſo a mind under the firſt im- 
preſſions of a misfortune ſnuns and rejects all ar- 
guments of conſolation, but at length, if applied 


with tenderneſs, calmly and W W 
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LETTER Il To Suna. 


Nowing, as 1 to, how much you 57 

the polite arts, and what ſatisfaction von 
take in ſeeing young men of quality purſue the 
ſteps of their anceſtors, I ſeize this earlieſt oppor- 
tunity of informing you, that I went to day to 
hear Calpurnius Piſo tead a poem he has compo - 
ſed upon a very bright and learned ſubject, en- 
titled the Conſtellations: His numbers, which were 
78 T: 2 5 elegiac. 


3 6 L ETTRES Bock v. 


elegiac, wer ſoft, flowing and eaſy, at the ſame 
time that they had all the ſublimity ſuitable to 
ſich a noble töpic. He varied his ftile from the 
lofty to the ſupple, from the cloſe to the copious, = 
from the grave to the florid, with equal Was 
and judgment. Theſe beauties were extremely 
heightened and recommended by a moſt harmo- 
nious voice 3 which a very becoming modeſty 
rendered ſtill more pleaſing, A confuſion and 
concern in the countenance of a ſpeaker throws a 
grace upon all he utters ; for there is a certain de : 
cent tirgigfity which, I know not how, is infinite · 
ly. engaging than the aſſured and ſelf-ſuffi- | 
cient air of confidence. I might mention ſeve- 
ral other circumſtances to his advantage, which 1 
am the more inclined to take notice of, as they 
are moſt ſtriking in a perſon of his age, and moſt 
uncommon in a youth of his quality: but not to 
enter into a farther detail of his merit, I will only 
tell you, that when he had finiſhed his poem, np. 
embraced him with the utmoſt complacency : ; and 
being perſuaded that nothing is a greater encou- 
ragement than applauſe, I exhorted him to perſe- 3 
vere in the paths he had entered, and to ſhine out 
to poſterity with the ſame glorious luſtre, which 
reflected from his anceſtors to himfelf. 1 congra- 
tulated his excellent mother, and his brother, WhO 
gained as much honor by the generous affection 8 
tre e upon chis occaſion, as Calpufnius 
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4d by N ſo remarkable a concern 
| he ſnewed for him when he began to recite his 
poem, and ſo much. pleaſure in his ſucceſs. May 
che gods grant me frequent occaſions of giving 

you aceounts of this nature! for I have a partia- 
lity to the age in which I live, and ſhould re- 
Joice to ſind it not barren of merit. To this end, 
I ardently wiſh our young men of quality would 
not derive all their gloty from the images of 
their anceſtors. As for thoſe which are placed in 

the houſe of theſt excellent youths, I now figure 

them to myſelf as ſilently applayding,: and en- 
couraging their purſuits, and (what is'a ſufficient - 
degree” of honor 't6 them both) as owning / and 
confeſſing/ chem to be their kindred. ©" Farewel. a 
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l 3 e adde dete wei you. 
"A You are happy, I find, in the:company-of 
your wife and ſon;; and are enjoying the pleaſures . 
of the ſea, the freſhneſs of the fountains, the ver- 
_ of ig . and the degancies of a moſt 
e 75 3 £6: 4 og | 3 
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by” * None hat ah uk "family: piſtores or * 
but thòſe whoſe anceſtors on them ves had borne ſome of the 
higheſt dignities. So that the Jus imaginis. was much the ſame 

ny among the 8 as No 1 of bearing 2 —— 3 
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294 The LETTERS Book V. 
agreeable villa: for ſo I judge it to be, ſince * 
He who was moſt happy ere fortune had raiſed 
kim to what is generally eſteemed the higheſt 
point of human felicity, choſe it for the place of 
his retirement. As for myſelf, I am employed at 

my Tuſcan villa in hunting and ſtudying, ſome- 
times alternately, and ſometimes both together * ; 

bur I am not yet able to determine in which pur- 
"ou! it is moſt difficulc to ſucceed.” Farewel.” e 


LE TTER XX. fo Paule 5 
81 — he Wham with which. you treat 
A your.own ſervants, I do not ſcruple to con- 


feſs ta you the indulgence I ſhew to mine. I have 
ever in my mind Homer * charter of Unt. 


Wha w7 bis people with a father's * * 


And the very e in our language for whe 
head of a family, ſuggeſts the rule of one's conduct 
towards ir. But were I naturally of a rough and 


* caſt of ws an ill ſtate of health of 


0 | N my 
It is fu ed by rides, that Plin alludes 
her to 2 who being ome commer Domirian, _ ordered 
. that emperor to retire to Tarentum, where without any 
Shs of reigning, he quietly ſat down in the n nd: a 
private life z others imagine that he means Sulla. 
: See B. 1. let. "| and the note there. 
© Odyſſ. J. 5. 


i The Latin word for 4 maſter of f family po FO 
ther of why, , 
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my freed- man Zoſimus (who bon he ſtronger 


claim to a humane treatment at my hands, as 5 


he now ſtands much in need of it) would be 


ſufficient to ſoften me. He is a perſon. of great 5 
worth, diligent in his ſervices, and well ſkilled 


in literature; but his chief talent, and indeed his: 
profeſſion, is that of a comedian, wherein he high- 
ly excels. He ſpeaks with great emphaſis, judg- 
ment, propriety, and gracefulneſs: he has 2 very 
good hand too upon the lyre, which he under- 


ſtands better than is neceſſary for one of his pro- 
feſſion. To this 1 muſt add, he reads hiſtory, 


atatory, and poetry, as well as if he had ſingly. 
applied himſelf to that art. I am the more par- 
ticular in enumerating his qualifications, to let you 


ſeee how many agreeable ſervices I receive from 
him. He is. indeed endeared to me by che ties 


af a long affection, which ſeems to be heightened, 
by the danger he is now in. For nature has ſo 
formed our hearts, that nothing contributes more 
to raiſe and enflame our. inclination for any en- 


Joy ment, than the apprehenſion of being deprived- | 


of it: a ſentiment. which Zoſimus has given me 
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e The Roman WP. uſed to ſend' their patients in 


conſumptive caſes into Egypt, tes to Alexandria, 


3 — * - 


8 


— 
— — 


— — 
. — r 


occaſion to expetience more than once. Some years : 
ago he ſtrained himſelf. ſo much by: too vehe · 

ment an exertion of his voice, that he ſpit blood, 
* e account I ſent him into © Egypt; 
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2660 The /[BTTERS Bock V. 
from whence, after a long abſence; he lately re- 
turned with great benefit to his health. But hav- 
1 again exerted himſelf for ſeveral days toge- 
ther beyond his ſtrength, he was reminded of 
his former malady by a ſlight return of his cough, 
and a ſpitting of blood. For this reaſon I intend to 
fend him to your farm at Forum- Julii, having 
frequently heard you mention it as an exceeding 
fine air, and recommend the milk of that place 
s very good in diſorders of this nature. I beg 
you would give directions to your people to re- 
ceive him into your houſe, and to ſupply him 
with what he ſhall have oceaſion for; which will 
not be much, for he is ſo temperate as not only 
to abſtain from delicacies, but even to deny him- 
{ſelf the neceſſaries his ill ſtate of health requires. 
I. ſhall furniſh him towards his journey with what 
will be ſufficient for one of his abſtemious re 
who? is rear ee ee ! e e 
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OON after ths Bithynians bad gone 0 

with their proſecution of Julius Baſſus, they 
e their late governor Rufus Varenus; 
* was but A before, (and that too at their own 


= | queſt) 
4 Prjuin Provnce ebenen auh 0 oi 


Bock Ne IfPLINY.: _ on | 
requeſt): a counſel fob them nah Baſe: 
ſus· Being introduced into the ſenate, they pe- 
titioned, that an enquiry might be made into his 
conduct. Varenus, on the other hand, beggek 
all proceedings might be ſtayed till he could ſent 
for the witneſſes neceſſary to his defence; but this 
being oppoſed by the Bithynians, that point Was 
debated.” © I was counſel (and no unſucceſsful 
ont) for Varenus; but whether a good one or 
not, you will judge when you read my ſpeech 
Fortune bas à very conſiderable ſhate in 'the: 
event of every cauſe : che quickneſs, che voice; 
che manner of the advocate, even the eifcunte 
Farid of time itſelf; in a word, the general dif- 
poſition « of Bl gde as it is 1 fayorable or 


| d Mere. Bot vked pe 1 read in 2 4 
cloſer, it is ſtripped: of all theſe eternal circums; 
ſtances, and haz tiothing to fear or hope fromm fa. 
vor or prejudice, from lucky or unlucky Acci- 
dents. Fonteius Magius, one of the Bithynians,” | 
replied to me with great Pomp of words, and 
| little: to the purpoſe: a. Characte applicable to; 

many of the Greck orstors, as" well as himſelf. 
They miſtake volobility for copiouſnels, and thus: 
Waben Ret Wo. an Fan Torrent of cold 
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2668: The LETTERS Baok V. 
and unaffecting Julius Candidus uſed, 
not improperly, to ſay, that alaguence ir one tbing, 
and loquacity - another. Eloquence indeed is the 
privilege of very few ; nay, if we will believe 
Marcus Antonius, of none *: but that faculty which 
Candidus calls loguacity, is common to numbers, 
and the talent which generally attends impudence. 
The next day, Homulus ſpoke for Varenus with 
great art, ſtrength, and elegance; to whom Ni- 
grinus made a very cloſe, ſolid, and graceful 
reply. It was the opinion of Acilius Rufus, 
the conſul elect, that the Bithynians ſhould. be 
permitted to lodge their information; but he, 
n 1; wt Sony oa Neb 4 1 . took; 


* 


This verboſe and turgid ſtile, which Pliny here condemns, 
the elegant Petronius likewife mentions with equal / contempr, - 
and repreſents jc us having firſt degan 0. info the puriry of 

Attic eloquence, about his time, This falſe ſpecies of oratory 

ſpread to Athens from Aſia, where the ſwelling and highly 

figurative flile has prevailed, from the earlieſt accounts we have 
thoſe people, to this day. Vid. Petron. ſatir. ſub. init. 

The great maſters among the antients,. in eloquence, as 

well as thoſe in all other the fine arts, heated their imaginations 

with a certain ideal perfection, which as they could not explain 
in what it conſiſted, ſo neither, they onE H, could they reach. 
in their reſpective works. But however notional this ſupreme. 
beauty, this Toxrptroy and decorum, às it was called, might be, 
yet it was productive of very real and ſubſtantial excellencies; 
and while the geniuſes of the ſeveral artiſts were ftretching af- 
ter this flying form, they reached thoſe. glorious productions 
that have been the admired models to all ſucceeding ages, 

Agreeably to this high enthuſiafm, "Marcus" Antonius, Who 

hears a part in Tully's dialogue intitled the Orator, ſays, that 

« in his earlier years he publiſhed a treatiſe upon that ſubject, 

„wherein he aſſerted, that tho' he had known ſome way » | 

: „ '* deed, 
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took no notice of the petition of Varenus ; which 
vas only another way of putting his negative up- 


clared that he thought the requeſt of both parties 


on it. Cornelius Priſcus, formerly conſul, de- 


Thus we gained our point, and tho? we had not 


the authority either of law or uſage on our fide, 


yet certainly the thing we inſiſted upon was ex- 


tremely equitable, But I will not in this place 


give you my reaſons for thinking ſo, that you 


may with more impatience. turn to my ſpeechy 
For if it is true, as Homer ſings, hart 


do that treatiſe Pliny, it is probable, here alludes. All che | 
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u deed, who deſerved to be called orators, in the popular 
ſenſe of that ward, yet he had met with none Who had ever 
& arrived at true eloquence.” (Vid. Tull. de orat, lib, 1.) and 


«« ſciences indeed (as a very ingenious. author obſerves) have 


«their particular chimeras ; certain fancied points after which 


| mer run, without ever being able to overtake, but Which 


lead, however, to very ſolid acquiſitions. Thus {fays that 
4% writer) chemiſtry has its philoſopher's ſtone; geometry its 
7% quadrature of the circle ; aſtronomy its longitude ; mecha- 


. nics its peryetual motion: theſe, tho! it is impoſſible to find, 


« it is uſeful to enquire after. ' Morality too is not without 


her chimeras ;. pufe diſintereſjegneſs and perfect rn 
«© are of that ſort: none will ever arrive at them, neverthele 

+© it is proper to have them in view, at leaſt by that means ſe- 
1% veral other virtues may be acquired. It is neceſſary in all 


s things to prog to ourſelves a certain point of perfection 


* beyond our 


we thought of arriving no farther than we ſhall in fact: it is 


| 25 in order to forward and animate our pugluits.” Fontenelly- 


« expedient. therefore, to have ſome imaginary term in aim. 
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periods. Julius ann uſed, 
eee to — he eloquence: is one.thing, . 
and loguacity· another. Eloquence indeed is the 
rivilege of very few z nay; if we will believe 
Marcus Antonius, of none *: but that faculty which 
Candidus calls loguacity, is common to numbers, 
and the talent which generally attends impudence. 
The next day, Homulus ſpoke for Varenus with 
great art, ſtren gth, and elegance; to whom Ni- 
grinus made a very cloſe, ſolid, and graceful 
reply. It was the opinion of Acilius Rufus, 
the conſul elect, that the Bithynians ſhould be 
ro to 1 their een he, 
£3 Ms A took 


1 3 


- This on and N ſile, which Pliny * 1 

2 * Petronius likewiſe mentions with edual * 
ents. it as having firſt began to infect the purity of 

222 oquence, about his time. This falſe ſpecies bora 40 

ij read to 2 from Aſia, where the ſwelling and hi 
ive ſtile has prevailed, from the earlieſt accounts we have, 
thoſe people, to "this day. Vid. Petron. fatir. ſub. init. 

F — great maſters among the autients, in eloquence, as 
well as thoſe in all other the fine arts, heated their i imaginations 
with a certain ideal perfection, which as they could not explain 
in what it conſiſted, ſo neither, they owned, could th 
in their reſpective works. But however notional this upreme 
beauty, this To-rpd:roy and decorum, as it wus called, might be, 
yet it was productive of very real and ſubſtantial excellencies.; 
and while the geniuſes of the ſeveral artiſts were ſtretching 'a 
ter this flying form, they reached thoſe glorious produftions' 
that have been the admired models to all ſucceeding ages, 
Agreeably to this high enthuſiafm, Marcus Antonius, Who 
hears a part in Tully's dialogue intitled 2% Orator, ſays, that 
«« in his earlier years he oubliſhed a treatiſe upon that ſubject, 
” ” when he It that tho he had known ſome few in- 
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took no notice of the petition of Varenus; which 
was only another way of putting his negative up- 

on it. Cornelius Priſcus, formerly conſul, de- 

clared that he thought the requeſt of both parties 
ſhould be granted: and his opinion prevailed. 
Thus we gained our point, and tho” we had not 
the authority either of law ar uſage on our fide, 
yet certainly the thing we inſiſted upon was ex- 
tremely equitable. But I will not in this place 
give you my reaſons for thinking ſo, that you 
8 with more 1 mpatience turn to my ſpeechy 
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deed, who deſerved to be called orators, in the pbpular 
ſenſe of that word, yet he had met with none who had ever 
t arrived at true eloquence.” (Vid. Tull: de orat, lib. 1.) and 
to that treatiſe Pliny, it is probable, here alludes. All the 
« ſciences indeed (as a very ingenious. author obſerves) have 
cheir particular chimeras ; certain fancied points after which 
c they run, without ever being able to overtake; but Which 
4 lead, however, to very ſolid aequiſitions. 'Thus (fays that 
« writer) chemiſtry has its philoſopher's ſtone; geometry its 
7% quadrature of the circle ; aſtronomy its lopgitude ; mecha- 
4 nics its perpetual motion: theſe, tho? it is impoſſible to find, 
« it is uſeful to enquire after. | Morality too is not without 
her chimeras ; pure. diſintereſjegneſs and perfect See 
«© are of that ſort: none will ever arrive at them, nevertheleſs 
e it is proper to have them in view, at leaſt by that means ſe- 
«« veral other virtues may be acquired. It is neceſſary in all 
things to propoſe to ourſelves a certain point of perfection 
* beyond our abilities to reach; for we ſhould never ſet out if | 
we thought of arriving no farther than we ſhall in fact: it is 
«+ expedient. therefore, to have ſome imaginary term in aim. 
in order to forward and animate. our pufſuits. Pontenelle 
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letter to deſpoil my ſpeech of its principal flower, 
2 ae it of that 1 which is indeed its 
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T Fem bat ein 


F Went into hi gal- court to attend a at 
in which at the next fitting I was to reply. 


The Judges had taken their ſeats, the * Decemviri 
were arrived, the eyes of the audience were fixed 


upon the counſel, and all was huſhed in ſilence 
and expectation, when an order arrived from the 
Prætor, that the court ſhould be. adjourned : an 


accident extremely agreeable to me; who am never "Pp 


| fo well prepared, but that am glad of gang 
farther time. The occaſion” of 'the-courr's riling 


' thus abruptly, was an edict of Nepos, the Prætot 
for criminal cauſes, wherein he directed all per- 
ſons: concerned. as 2 or defendants in any 
15: 436 ; 4s - cauſe 
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'» A court of Juſtice. . "I 
The Decemviri A to ers e for this d. 
miniſtration of juſtice, — we to the Prætors who (to 2 
the Engliſh reader a general notion of their office) may 
— lords chief-j , as the PE here-mentioned. v 


22 our juries 


Le, 


wel 


%. Ws 


* 


, 


1 


8 nr. — 


5 | " Wiſe beſet nn, to take notice, that he defigned 
ſtrictly to put in force the decree of the ſetiate 


annexed to his edift. Which decret was expreſ- 
ſed in the following words: ALL PERSONS WHAT= 


SOEVER, wHo "HAVE ANY LAW-SUITS DEPEND=- | 


ING, ARE HEREBY REQUIRED AND. COMMANDED, 


' BEFORE ANY PROCEEDINGS BER HAD THEREON, 


10 TAKE AN OATRH THAT THEY HAVE NOT 
GIVEN, PROMISED, or "ENGAGED 10 crve. ANY 
FEE OR REWARD TO ANY ADVOCATE vPOoN AC- 
COUNT OF | HIS UNDERTAKING "THEIR CAUSE. 
In theſe terms, and many others equ ally full and 
expreſs, the lawyers were prohibited to make their 
profeſſion veal. However, after the caule i is de- 
cided, they are permitted to accept 'a gratuity of 


ten thouſand feſterces . The Prætor for eivil 


cauſes being alarmed at this unexpected order 
of Nepos, gave us this holy-day in order to take 


- tinge to confider whether he ſhould follow the 


example. In the mean while the town is much di 
vided in its ſentiments of this edi, ſome extreme- 
ly approving, and others as much condemning it. 
We have got then at laſt (ſay the latter with a 
ſneer) a redreſſor of abuſes. But pray was there 
never a Pretor before this man? what then is he who 


© About 801, of our money; 


| thus forwardly ſets up for a reformer ? Others,” 


4 * 
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on the contrary, ſay, that he has taken a very 
proper ſtep upon entering into his office; that he 
has paid obedience to the laws; conſidered the 
decrees of the ſenate, repreſſed a moſt indecent 
traffic, and will not ſuffer the moſt honorable of all 
Profeſſions to be debaſed into a ſordid commeree 
of lucre. Theſe are the reflections which are 
univerſally thrown out upon this occaſion ; but 
which ſide ſhall be thought to judge moſt right- 
ly, the event alone will determine. It is the 
uſual method of the world, (tho? a very unequi- 
table rule of eſtimation, ) to pronounce an action 
to be either right or wrong, as it is attended 
' with good or ill ſucceſs; in conſequence of which 
you ſhall hear the very ſame conduct attributed 


to zeal or folly, to liberty or lcentiouſneſa 
Farewel. 
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LETTER I Ae 


Was leſs ſenſible of your abſence while you 
were in the country of the Piceni , and I Un 
the other ſide the Po, then I find myſelf now 
that I am returned to Rome. Whether it ' be 
that the ſcene where we uſed to aſſociate, natu- 
rally excites a more paſſionate remembrance of 
you z or 1 7 an teſs diſtant we are W a friend, 
. r a 
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the more impatient we grow under the e 


© (our deſires for a favorite object riſing in pro- 
portion to our nearer approach towards it) I know 


not. But upon whatever principle this difference 


is to be accounted for, remove the uneaſineſs of 


I intreat you, by haſtening hither: otherwiſe 
ſhall return again into the country (which 1 


now regret having | left ſo ſoon) were it only to 


make the experiment whether, when you ſhall not 
find me at Rome, you will ſend the _— friendly 
complaints after me. Farewel. l 


0 


LETTER TE To ARRIANus. 5 


Will not ſay 1 regret the Joſs of Regulus, 
& but I confeſs, I ſometimes miſs. him at the 


bar. The man, it muſt be owned, highly ho- 


nored eloquence, and was Jaboriouſly ſolicitous 
in his endeavors to attain it. Tho' he could 
never indeed leave off the ridiculous cuſtom of 
andginting his right or left eye, and wearing a 
white patch over one fide or the other of his | 
forehead, as he was to plead either for the  Plain- 
tiff or defendant ; tho' he always, with a moſt fool- 
ich ſuperſtition, conſuked the ſooth-ſayers upon 
" the event of every cauſe in which he was concern- 
ed; ſtill, all the e proceeded from that 
high 


This mY piece of fuberltition ſeems to have been Har 
to Regulus, and not of any general practice; atleaſt it Nee 
tom of which we ab no other mention in antiquity, 


— 


ok VII. A PLINY>"'" av 
high veneration he paid to eloquence. And it was 
of ſingular advantage to be concerned in the ſame. | 
cauſe with him, as he always obtained - full indul-· 
gence in point of time, and never failed to pro- 
eure an audience; for what could be more con- 
venient than, under the protection of a liberty: 
which you did not aſk yourſelf, and before an 
audience which you had not the trouble of collect- 
ing, to harangue at your eaſe, and as long as 
you thought proper? Nevertheleſs Regulus did 
well to depart: this life, tho* indeed he would 
have done much better had he made his exit: 
ſooner; ſince he might nom have lived without 
any danger to the public, in the reign of a prince 
under whom he would have had no opportunity 
of compaſſing his pernicious purpoſes. I need 
not ſcruple therefore, I think, to ſay I ſometimes: 
miſs him: for ſince his death, the cuſtom has 
prevailed of not allowing, nor indeed of aſking. 
more than an hour or two to plead: in, and ſome- 
times not above half that time. The truth is, 
our advocates - take more pleaſure in finiſhing a 
cauſe, than in defending it; and our judges had 
rather riſe from the bench than ſit upon it: ſuch 
is their indolence, and ſuch their diſregard to the 
honor of eloquence and the intereſt of juſtice! 
But are we wiſer than our anceſtors? are we more 
equitable than the laws, which grant ſo many 
hours and days, and adjournments to a cauſe? 
35 U ä 
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were our fore-fathers flow of apprehenſion, and 
dull beyond meafure ? and are we more clear in 
our eloquence, more quick in our meren or 
more ſcrupuldus in our deciſions, becauſe we 
hurry over our cauſes in fewer hours than hs 
took days to conſider of them? What a reproach 
is it, Regulus, that none ſhould refuſe to thy 
| vain-glorious folicitations, what few will yield 
even to the duty of their office! As for myſelf, 
whenever I ſit upon the bench, (which is much 
oftener than 1 appear at the bar) I always give 
tho advocates as much time as they require: for 
Hook upon it as highly preſuming, to pretend 
to gueſs before a cauſe is heared, what time it 
will require, and to ſet limits to an affair before 
one is acquainted with its extent; eſpecially as 
the firſt and moſt facred duty of a judge is pa- 
tience, which indeed is itfelf a very conſiderable 
part of juſtice. But this, tis objected, would 
give an opening to much impertinent ſuperfluity: 
I, grant it may; yet is it not better to hear too 
much, than not to hear enough? beſides, how 
| thall you know that what an advocate has farther 
to offer will be ſuperfluous, till you have heared 


him ? But this, and many other public abuſes, 


will be beſt reſerved to a converſation when we 
meet; for l know your affection to the common 
an inclines 23001 to "iſh that ſome means 
THC 0 105 DB.” Bax . 8 might 
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might be found out to check at leaſt thoſe grie- 
vances, which would now be very difficult abſo · 
lutely to remove. But to turn to affairs of private 


concern: I hope all goes well in your family 
mine remains in its ufual ſituation.” The good 


which Lenjoy grows more acceptable to me by 


its continuance; as habit renders me eee 
ble of the as L ſuffer. Farewel. 


L rrrER I. 25 Me. 

AM ee ee to you i Gr 
1. the care of chat little farm I gave to my nurſe. 
It was worth, when I made her a preſent of it, an 
hundred thouſand *ſeſterces, but the crops having. 
ſince failed, it has. ſunk in its value: however it 
will thrive again, I doubt not, under your good 
management. But what I recommend to your 
attention, is not ſo much the land itſelf, (which 
yet 1 by no means except) as the intereſt of my 
particular benefaction; for it is not more her 
concern than mine, to render it ay. amen 
as —_ Fare wel. | 
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EVER was buſineſs more uneaſy to me, 
N than when it prevented me not only from 
attending, but following you into Campania. 
As at all times, ſo particularly now, I wiſh to. 
be with you, that I may be a witneſs what pro- 
greſs you-make in your ſtrength and recovery, 
and how the tranquillity, -the amuſements, and 


plenty of that charming country agrees with you. 


Were you in perfect health, yet I could ill ſup- 
port your abſence ;' for even. a moment's uncer- 
tainty of the welfare of thoſe we tenderly: ug. 
is a ſituation of mind infinitely painful: but 

now your ſickneſs conſpires with your abſence o 
perplex me with a thouſand diſquietudes. | fear 
every; thing that can befall you, and, as is uſual 
with all-under the ſame terrifying; apprehenſions, 
ſuſpe& moſt, what J moſt dread.” Let me con- 
jure you then to prevent my ſolicitude by writ- 
ing to me every day, and even twice a day: I 
ſhall be more eaſy, at leaſt while I am reading 


your letters; tho' al my apprehienſions will again- 


return 
* His wife. 5 
„ Where Fabatus, Calphurnix 5 | grand-father, bat a. villa: - 
This delightfi al country is celebrated by almoſt every claſſic 
author, and every. modern traveller, for the fertility of its 
foil, the beauty of its landſcape, . and temperature of its air. 


Nhl mollius cælo, ſays Florus, aibil uberius 12 5 des igue bis 
. vernat. L. 1. 16. 


— 


Bock VI. 8 PIN i 309 
return upon me the moment 1 have > peruleds 
Om” Farewel. | | | 


LETTER: CI To r. ep 


ut 


dE Acquainted you in a "former » leakke. kat Vac 
renus obtained leave of the ſenate to ſend for a 


his witneſſes. This was thought by many ex- 
tremely equitable, tho ſome others, with much 
obſtinacy, maintained the contrary ; particularly 
Licinius Nepos, who art the following alſembly 
of the ſenate, when the houſe was going upon 
other buſineſs reſumed this affair which had been 
ſettled, and made a long ſpeech | upon the laſt de- 
cree. And he concluded with moving, that the 
conſuls might be deſired to put the queſtion. 
whether it was the ſenſe of the ſenate, that as in 
proſecutions upon che law concerning bribery 
and corruption, ſo in that relating to extortion a 4 
clauſe ſhould be added impowering the defen- 
dant, as well as the informer, to ſummon and ex- 
amine witneſſes. This ſpeech was looked he. 
by ſome as extremely ill timed: they thought f 

ſtrange that Nepos ſhould let lip the proper OCs. 
caſion of obſerving upon the decree, when it w: 

under the conſideration of the ſenate ; and object 
to an affair after it was determined, which he 
. how, 


A Book v v. let. 20. 
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might have obyiated when it was in debate. ju · 
bentius Celſus, the Prætor, very warmly reprov- 
ed him in a long ſpeech, for pretending to ſet 
| himſelf up as reformer of the ſenate. Nepos an- 
ſwered him; Celſus replied ; and neither of them 
were ſparing of reflections upon each other. —But | 
I forbear to repeat what I could not hear with- 
out regret: and am therefore ſo much the more 
diſpleaſed with ſome members of the ſenate, who 
ran from Nepos to Celſus, as one or the other 
was ſpeaking, with the low pleaſure of liſtening 
to their mutual invectives; ſometimes encoura- 
ging. one, ſometimes the other, and ſometimes 
both; immediately afterwards ſeeming to recon- 
cile them, and then again animating them to the 
attack, as if they had been at ſome public com- 
bat. And I could not obſerve without great con- 
cern, 5 that they were mutually inſtructed with 
what each other intended to alledge; for- Celſus 
replied to Nepos, as Nepos did to Celſus, out of 
a paper. which each held in their hands. This was 
becalioned by the indiſcretion of their friends, and 
thus theſe two men abuſed one another as if they 
ho ee agfeed to quanyl. Farewel. 
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CY 7h & I-94 18. 
N wiſhed to ſee you! in We more thah 
1 d0 at this time, and 1 intreat You therefore 
to come hither : for I want a friend to | ſhare with 
me in the labor and ſolicitude of an affair,” in which 
1 very warinly intereſt myſelf. Julius Naſo is 
à candidate for a poſt of honor: he Has many com- 
petitors, and ſome of them of great worth; u pon 
which account, as his ſucceſs will be more glori- 
dus, fo it will be more. difficult. Tam much. di- 
vided between hope and fear, and "the apxiery 7 
feel upon this occaſion is ſo great, that 1 almoſt 
forget 1 have been conſul, and fancy, 1 have the 
Whole field of dignities to run over again. This 
Teal is juſtly due to Naſo, in return for bis long 
affection to me. The friendſhip Which! [ have. for 
Him did not, it is true, deſcend to "him by inhe- 
ritance, for his father and 1 were at too great a 
diſtance in point of age to adrait of any intima- 
a cy between us; yet from my earlieſt youth I was 
| taught to look upon him with the higheſt vene⸗ 
ration He u was not only an atmirer of. the po- 
lite arts himſelf, but the patron 'of all who culti- 
vated them 3 28 he was a frequent. artender of 
QuinAifian and Nicetes, to. whom ® Was at chat 
time a diſciple.” He was, in ſhort, © a man of 
— ; 5 4 great 
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great worth and eminence, and one whoſe memo- 
ry ought extremely to facilitate the honors, of his 
fon. But there are numbers. in the ſenate who 
neyer knew his father; and though there are 
Many alſo.) who, were well acquainted with him, 
yet. they are ſuch. whoſe. regards extend not. be- 
Vvond the lying. For this reaſon Nepos, without 
relying upon che character of his father, Which is 
likely to prove of more. honor than ſervice to 
him, muſt exert the utmoſt of his own endea- 
vors to recommend himſelf : and indeed, he has 
ever been as cautious in his conduct as if he had 
governed it with : a particular view to this occa · 
ſion. He has acquired many friendſhips, and 
cultivated. them with ſtrict hdelity ; 3, and particu- 
larly fingled me out for the object of his eſteem 
and imitation, from the firſt moment he was ca- 
pable of forming, any Judgment of the world. 
Whenever I Plead, he anxiouſly. attends me, and 
is always « of the party when 14 recite; as he is 
ever the fiſt to. enquire. after my Works. _ His 
brother had the ſame attachment to me. — But 
he has loſt that excellent, brother! and it ſhall 
be my part to ſupply his place. It. is with grief 
I reflect upon the immature death, of the one, as 

1 lament that the other mould be deprived of the | 
alfiſtance of. ſo valuable a relation, and left. only. to 


the zeal of bis Fa k 8 that conſideration 77 
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which induces me to beg you h come hither 
and unite your ſuffrage with mine. It will be 
of ſingular advantage to the cauſe in which I am 


embarked, if you would appear in it, and join 


your ſolicitations with mine; and ſuch, I know. 


is your credit and influence, that I am perfuaded | 


your doing ſo will render my applications more 
effectual, even with my own friends themſelves. 
Let me intreat you then to break thro? all ob- 
ſtacles that may lie in your way. I have a right 
to claim your aſſiſtance in this conjuncture: your 
friendſhip to me, and my credit, both require it. 
I have undertaken to ſupport the intereſt of Naſo, 
and the world knows that I do; the purſuit and 
the hazard therefore is now become my own. In 
a word; if he obtains this poſt, all the honor will 
be his; but if he” be II, ap Roar will be 
na Fatewel. 
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P 0 U Kiridly- tell me, my abſence is greatly 
© uneaſy to you, and that your only conſola- 


tion is in converſing with my works, inſtead of 
their author, which you frequently place by your 
fide. How agreeable is it to me to know that you 
thus wiſh for my company, and ſupport yourſelf 
under the want of it by theſe tender amuſemients! 


W 
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your letters again and again, and am continually 


taking them up as if I had juſt received them; 


but alas! they only ſerve to make me more ſtrong- 


ly regret your abſence: for how amiable muſt her 
converſation be, whoſe letters have ſo many 
charms ? Let me receive them, however, as often 
as poſſible, notwithſtanding there is ſtill a mixture 
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J as indeed who is there of any rank or worth 
that does not? For myſelf, I profeſs to have a 
friendſhip for him much ſuperior to the common 
attachments of the world. The places of our na- 
tivity are ſeparated only by a day's journey ; and 
we conceived an affection. to each other when we 


. were very young; a ſeaſon when friendſhip ſtrikes 


the deepeſt root. Ours improved by years; and 


| Jo far from being weakened, that it was confirmed 


by our riper judgments, as thoſe who know us 


beſt can witneſs. He takes pleaſure in boaſting 


every where of my friendſhip; as 1 do to let the 


world know, that his honor, his eaſe, and his in- 


tereſt are my peculiar concern. Inſomuch that up- 


ſelf. But you will be impatient to hear what all 


his heir, yet there is a cloſer friendſhip between 


He neither covets the property of others, bor 


engaged in any lucrative profeſſion, he has no- 
thing to depend upon but his frugality: for 


he purſues them merely upon the motives of 
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on his expreſſing to me ſome . 
the inſolence of a certain perſon Who was en- 


tering upon the We rn ebe an, 
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Þ id u . ee. hut bet A g 2 
every injury offered to Attilius, as done to my- 


this tends to. You muſt know then, Valerius 
Varus at his death, owed Attilius a2 ſum of 
money. Though | Tam acquainted with Maximus 


him and you. I beg therefore, and conjure vo 
by the affection you have for me, to take care 
that Attilius is not only paid the principal which 
is due to him, but all the long arrears of intereſt. 


neglects the care of his own 3 and as he is not 


as to the polite arts, in which he greatly excels, 


pleaſure and fame. In ſuch a fituation; the _ | 
eſt loſs preſſes pn upon © man. . r 


. 
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ſo becauſe he has no opportunities of repairing 
any injury done to his fortune. Aſſiſt us then, 
L intreat you, in this. difficulty, and ſuffer me ſtill 
to enjoy the pleaſure of his ſprightly. and diyert- 
ing converſation ; for I cannot bear to ſee the 
cheerfulneſs of my friend over · clouded, whoſe 
mirth and good · humour diſſipates every gloom of 
melancholy in myſelf. In a word, as you are 
well acquainted, with the entertaining gaiety of 
temper which Attilius poſſeſſes, I hope you will 
not ſuffer any injury to diſcompoſe and ſour it. 
Lou may judge by the warmth of his affection, 
hom: bitter his ee would prove; for a 


x „ 


when it is joined 50 contempt. But chough b 
be could paſs it over, yet cannot T : on the con - 
trary, I ſhall look upon it as a wrong and indig- 
nity done to myſelf, and reſent. it as one offered 
to my friend; that is, with double warmth. But 
after all, why this air of threatning ? rather let 
me end in the ſame ſtile I began, by earneſtly 
conjuring you ſo to act i in this affair, that nei- 
ther Attilius may have reaſon to imagine (which 
I ſhould greatly regret) that I neglect his intereſt ; 
nor that I may have occaſion to charge you of | 
being careleſs of mine: as undoubtedly I ſhall 
not, if you have the ſame regard for the latter, 
as I have for the former. Farewel. 
LET. 
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RB ETT ER EK To Tae. 0 80 
7 E N you — to my care re the 
| intereſt of Julius Naſo in the office he is 


| purſuing, what is it but recommending. me to 
myſelf ? However, I forgive you, and I ſhould 


have done the ſame had you been at Rome, and 

I abſent, The tender anxiety of friendſhip is apt 

to imagine every circumſtance to be material. 
But I adviſe you to turn your ſolicitations to o- 

thers, and be aſſured I will take a full ſhare with 
you in all your applications in this affair, an 


ſupport you with my beſt and warmeſt Wer = 
vors. Farewel. | | 20 


LE 77 E R 1 To Alsixus. 


Was lately at Alfium *, where my wife's mo- 
ther has a villa which once belonged to Ver- 
ginius Rufus. The place renewed in my mind 
the ſorrowful remembrance of that great and ex- 5 
cellent man. He was extremely fond of this re- 
tirement, and uſed to call it the neſt of his old age. 
Where: ever I turned my eyes, I miſſed my wor- 
ON: friend. 1 had an inclLaation to viſit his mo- 
e nument; 


* Now Alzia, not far from Como. 
b See an account of him in B. ii, Let, 1. 
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nument; but I repented of my curioſity: for I 
ſound it ſtill unfiniſned, and this, not from any 
difficulty of the work itſelf, for it is very plain, 

or rather indeed ſlight; but through the negle& of 
bim to whoſe care it was entruſled. I could not 
ſee without a concern mixed with indignation, 
the remains of a man, whoſe fame filled the 
whole world, lie for ten years after his death 
| without an inſcription, or a name. He had how- 
ever directed, that the divine and immortal action 
of his life ſhould be recorded upon his tomb | in 
the FOOT lines : g 


8 
3 
* 


Here Rufus lies, who Vindes © arms dhe, 
Not for himſelf, but for bis country's good. 


Bur a faithful friend is ſo rare to be found, and 
the dead are fo ſoon forgotten, that we ſhall be 
obliged to build even our very monuments, and 
anticipate the office of our heirs. For who is it 
that has not reaſon to fear what has happened to 
Verginius, may be his own caſe? an indignity 
which is ſo much the more remarkable and in- 
jurious, as it falls upon one of his diſtinguiſhed 
virtues. 


© See p. 64. note b. 
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68% T/BTE BER x7.  Wikdiares, 
TO W happy a day did I lately paſs ! when 
1 having been called by. the Præſect of 
Rome, to his affiſtance in a certain cauſe, I 
had the pleaſure to hear two excellent young men, 
Fuſcus Salinator and Numidius Quadratus, 
plead on the oppoſite ſides: both of them of ex- 
traordinary hopes and great talents, who will one 
day, I am perſuaded, prove an ornament not 
only to the preſent age, but to literature itſelf. 
They diſcovered upon this occaſion an admi- 
rable probity, ſupparted by inflexible courage: 
their habit was decent, their elocution diſtin, 
their voice manly, their memory ſtrong *, 


An officer ſomething in the nature of the lord mayor a - 
mong us. He preceded all other city magiſtrates, havi 
power to PUTT jak x from the inferior courts, and to de- 
cide almoſt all cauſes within the limits of Rome, or a hundred 
miles round. „„ | | ; od? 

v Strength of memory ſeems to have been a quality highly 
eſteemed among the Romans, Pliny often mentioning it when 
he draws the characters of his friends, as in the number of their 
moſt ſhining talents. And Quinctilian conſiders it as the mea. 
ſure of genius; tantum ingenii, lays he, quantum memorier. 
The extraordinary perfection in which ſome of the antients are 
ſaid to have poſſeſſed this uſeful faculty, is almoſt incredible. 
Our author ſpeaks in a former letter, of a Greek ptiloſopher _ 
of his acquaintance, who after having delivered a long ha- DE. 
rangue extempore, would immediately repeat it again, with- | 
out loſing a ſingle word. Seneca ſays, he could in his youth e 

repeat two thouſand names exactly in the ſame order 'they  ' 
were read to him; and that to try the ſtrength of bis memory, 
the audience who attended the ſame profeſſor with RO 
wo 


k 1 
9 
U 
* 
[1 
{ - 
by 
if 
x 5 
* 
F 
x 
4 1 
* 
1 
1 
a. 
1 
- 
J 
i 
4 
0 
uF x 
1 4 £ 
1 5 
1 
I 
* 
1 
1 
Ua 
07 
PLS + 
2 9 
+ 
1 . 
I. 
1 
1 U 
24 4 
117 
4.4 
a 
55 
© 
4 1 
LY 
+74 
Rel 
1 
14 
+ 
WOW 
* . 
5 
5 7 
1 
1 
1 
. 
5 
7 
e 
1 
Wk 
WH 
+ 4 a 
7 vi 
1 fs 
#5. 
295 
of | 
7% 
on 
5 
. 
F* 
* 
* 
4 
1 
if 
I 
$4 
i] 


| 
4 
i 
i 


oc IEICE — C * 
2 — — G 


<7 0 EEO =". Cho 
—_—_ = 82 —— 
* 8 


— 


TR 


— 


CY 


/ 
* 
I! 
i? 
vl 
a 
4 
2.'% 
4 


4 


320 TheLETTERS Book VI. 
their genius elevated, and guided by an equal 
ſolidity of judgment. I took infinite plea- 
ſure in obſerving them diſplay theſe noble 
qualities; particularly as 1 had the ſatisfaction 
to ſee that while they looked upon me as, their 
guide and model, they appeared in the ſentiments 
of the audience as my imitators and rivals. It 
was a day (I cannot but repeat it again) which 
afforded me the moſt exquiſite happineſs, and 
which 1 ſhall ever diſtinguiſh with the faireſt 
2 mark. For what indeed could be either more 
pleaſing to me on the public account, than to 
obſerve two ſuch noble youths building their 
fame and glory upon the polite arts; or more 
deſirable upon my own, than to be marked 
| Ling | | 1x - Our 


| 3 
would each of them give him a verſe, which he would inſtantly 
repeat, beginning with the laſt, and ſo on to the firſt, to the 
amount of two hundred. He tells a pleaſant ſtory upon this 
coccaſion, of a certain poet, who having recited a poem in 
public, a perſon who was preſent claimed it for his own, and 
in proof of its being ſo, repeated it word for word; which 
the real author was not capable of doing. [Sen, controv. I. 1. 
ſab. init.) Numberleſs inſtances might be collected from the 
antients, to the ſame purpoſe; to mention only a few more: 
It is ſaid of Themiſtocles, that he made himſelf maſter of the 
Perſian language in a year's time; of Mithridates, that he 
underſtood as many languages as he commanded nations, that 
3s, no leſs than twenty-two; of Cyrus, that he retained the 
names of every fingle ſoldier in his army. [Quint. 1. 11. 2.] 
But the fineſt compliment that ever was paid to a good me- 
mory, is what Tully ſays of Julius Cæſar, in his oration for 
Ligarius, that he newer forgot any thing but an iur. 
© Alluding to a cuſtom of the Romans, who marked the 
fortunate days in their calendar with white, and the unforta- 
rate with black. 2 n 1 WS. | 


% 
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heart; but believe me, there is none I remember 


out 1 wean ee to den In: ieir/ pure | 


T Ss of os n f 5 Abd peu vid ber | 
me witneſs, I ſincerely implore the gods, that 


every man who thinks me deſerving of his imi · 
tation, may far eee 


Vavomels!; wo: % pile 15 dts wr 
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LETTER: 4 To Fanarus,* 


Os certainly. you ought dot ta uſe any 
reſerve” in your recommendations to me 


of ſuch perſons. whom you judge worthy 7 


patronage, becauſe nothing is more agreeable to 


your character chan to be as extenſively beneficent 
as poſſihle; nor to mine, than to intereſt myſelf 
in every thing in which you are concerned. Be 
aſſured therefore I ſhall give all the aſſiſtance in my 


#4 5 


power to Vectius Priſcus, eſpecially in what re- 
** to my peculiar province; I mean the bar. 

Lou deſire me to forget thoſe letters which 
you wrote to me, you ſay, in the qpenneſs of your 


with more complaceney. Tley are very plealing 
roofs of the ſhare I enjoy of your ection, ſince 
you uſe the ſame free. expoſtulations with me, that 
you would with your own ſon. And, to confeſs 
che truth, they are ſo much che more agreeable, 
Vor. 1. A} ao * 
« His wife Calphurnia's grandfather, 2 — | | 
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1 nothing to accuſe + myſelf of vpe bur 
account ; for F had very exactly performed your 


fechueſts. I intreat you again and again, ſtill to 


rebuke me with the ſame freedom, whenever you 


Imagine (and I truſt it will be only imagination) 


that F fail in my duty towards you: It will afford 
me the pleaſure of receiving a ſtrong mark of your 
affection; and you that of being convinced I did 


not deſerve the — F are wel. 


* 


Hu BETTER *. * Unavs; 


; ne e 
Varenus, who has been obliged to enter 
inte a freſh defence, and, as it were, to petition 
again for what he had, with much ſtruggle and 


difficulty, already obtained *? The Bithynians 


have had the confidence not only to complain to 


The conſuls of the decree of the ſenate; but alfo 


to inveigh againft, it to the emperor, who hap- 
pened to be abſent when it paſſed. Cæſar referred 
them back to the ſenate,” where they till perſiſt- 
ed in their remonſtrances. Claudius Capito ven- 
tured to be counſel for them, and I will add, with 
more ill manners than true fortitude, as it was to 

arraign tlie juſtice of a decree of the ſenate, in che 


= of chat auguſt aſſembly.” Fronto Catius re- 


plied to him with ons oy and ſpirit as in- 


. deed 
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| deed; the a body of the gane conducted 
themſelves in this affair with wonderful dignity 
For. thoſe who oppoſed the petition. of Varenus, 
| when it was firſt brought before the houſe, thought 
after it was granted, it ought not to be reverſed. 
While the queſtion indeed was under debate, every 
body, they imagined, was at liberty to give their 
ſentiments; but when once ſettled by the majori- 
ty, they looked upon it then to be the common 
concern of each member to ſupport it. This was 
the general opinion of the whole houſe. Acilius 
Rufus only excepted, and ſeven or eight more 
with him: theſe indeed perſevered in their for- 
mer vote: Among which ſmall party there wete 
| ſome whoſe occaſional ſolemnity, or rather affec- 
tation of ſolemnity, was extremely ridiculed. Tou 
will judge from hence what a warm battle we 
are likely to have of it, ſince this prelude as 1 
may call i ey anne ſo much nee 


LECTER aw. Ho stens, 


N compliance with your folicioiohs I * | 
to make you a viſit at your Formian villa, 
but it is upon condition that you put yourſelf to 
no inconvenienee upon my account z a condition 
which I fnall alſo ſtritly obſerve. on my part. Ir 
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purſue ; it is your company, together with eaſe 
and freedom from buſineſs, that I deſire you to 


enjoy; otherwifeT might as well remain i Rome: 


for there i is no medium worth accepting between 
String up 5 your time wholly to the diſpoſal of © 
others, or reſerving. it entirely i in your own; at 
leaft for m yielf, 1 declare I cannot t reliſh rnixruies 


6.5" gt $40 141 
of w Kind rebel. * 
1 A ILL AS YI. ,v3 
2 © WS Rogall 194353 uin n 
LESTER, AT. 25 Rowanus. . 
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1 a 1 at a very — 
accident which lately happened: I was nat 


indeed a witneſs. to it myſelf, however Ichad an 


Roman knight, and particularly conſpicuous for 
his great learning, has a turn for Elegiac Portry; 
a talent which runs in the family, for: Propertius 
was his relation as well as his countrymag,,., He 
was lately reciting a poem which began thus: 
1 
Whereupof Pfiſcus , who Happened to be preſent is 
a particular ffleftd of the poet & cry d Gut- 
be is miſtaken, T did not” cummum bim. Think 
What a peal of laughter this occaſioned. Thie in- 
tellects of Priſcus, you muſt know, are ſomething 
— 55 * as he enters into iche com 
2 — mog 
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mon offices of life, is called to conſultations, and 
publicly acts as a lawyer, this behavior was the 
more remarkable and ridiculous: and in truth 
_—_ was a e deal diſconcerted by his iriend's | 


* an ae 1 e is ork] jn Kat 


ſhould himſelf have a ſound judgment, but that 
* , care his audience have ſo too. Farewel. 


LETTER. XVI. 25 eee 8 


; OUR requeſt that I would ſend you an e. 
count of my uncle's death, in order to tranſ- 
mit a more exact relation of it to poſterity, de- 
ſerves my acknowled gments; for if this accident 
ſhall be celebrated by your pen, the glory of it, 
Jam well aſſured, will be rendered for ever illuſ- 
trious. And notwithſtanding he periſned by a miſ- 
| fortune, which, as it involved at the ſame time a 
moſt beautiful country in ruins, and deſtroyed ſo 
many populous cities, ſeems to promiſe him an 
everlaſting remembrance ; notwithſtanding he has 
himſelf compoſed many and laſting works; yet I 
am perſuaded, the mentioning of him in your 
immortal writings, will greatly contribute to eter- 
nize his name. Happy I eſteem thoſe to be, whom 
providence has diſtinguiſhed with the abilities ei- 
ther of doing ſuch actions as are worthy. of being 
related, or of relating them in a manner worthy 
= ns 7 oe. 
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326 The LETTERS Bock VI. 
of being read ; but doubly happy are they who 
are bleſſed with both theſe uncommon talents: 
in the number of which my uncle, as his-own 
writings, and your hiſtory will evidently prove, 
may juſtly be ranked. It is with extreme wil- 
lingneſs, therefore, I execute your commands; 
and ſhould indeed have claimed the taſk if you 
had not enjoined it. He was at that time 
with the fleet under his command at Miſenum. 
On the 24th of Auguſt, about one in the after- 
noon, my mother deſired him to obſerve a cloud 
which appeared of a very unuſual ſize and ſhape. 
He had juſt returned from taking the benefit 
of the fun, and after bathing himſelf in cold 
water, and taking a flight repaſt, was retired 
to his ſtudy : he immediately aroſe and went 
out upon an eminence from whence he might 
more diſtinctly view this very uncommon appear- 
ance. It was not at that diſtance diſcernible from 
what mountain this cloud iſſued, but it was found 
: ' ; af r- 
nh nt Earns, 
The Romans uſed to lie or walk naked in the ſun, after 
anointing their bodies with oil, which was eſteemed as greatly 
eontributing to health, and therefore daily practiſed by them. 
This cuſtom, however, of anointing themſelves, is inveighed 
againſt by the ſatiriſts as in the number of their luxurious in- 
dulgences: but fiace wg find the elder Pliny here, and the ami - 
able Spurinna in a former letter, practiſing this method, we 
caonot ſuppoſe the thivg png eſteemed unmanly, but only 
when ic was attended with ſqme particular cirgumſſanges of ap 
grer· refined delicacy. * ä 
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afterwards to aſcend. from mount Veſovius*. 1 
cannot give you a more exact deſcription of its fi- 
gure, than by reſemhling it to that of a pine-tree, 
for it ſhot up a great height in the form of a 
trunk, which extended itſelf at the top into ſort af 
branches; occaſioned,” I imagine, either by a ſud- 
den guſt of air that impelled it, the force of which 
decreaſed as it advanced upwards, or the cloud it 
_ {elf being preſſed back again by its own weight, 


wm in . manner: it appeared ſometimes 
X 4 ga Wer 


* About fix ales Aibant from Naples —This 3 erup- 
tion happened A. D. 79, in the firſt year of the emperor Ti- 
tus. Martial has a pretty epigram upon this ſubject, in which 
he gives us a view of Veſuvius, as it appeared before this. ter⸗ | 
rible conflagration broke out: 


Hic eſ pampineis wiridis Veſuvius umbris, | 
4.4», Preſſerat bie adidas nobilis nua lacus. 
* Het juga, quam Niſæ collet, plus Bacchus l | 
Hoc nuper Satyri mante dedere chunt. | 
He Veneris ſades, Lacedæmone gratior illi 3 | 
Hie locus Hercules nomineclarus erat : , 
BE + | Candle jacent flammis, & trifti menſa favilla 
Mee wellent ſuperi Be hue ibi. Lib. 2 Ep. 105 


; + ©" Here verdant vines o'erſpread;Veſuvio's ſides ; 
I The gen'rous grape here pour d her purple tides. 
- This Bacchus lov'd beyond his native ſcene 3 
Here dancing ſatyrs 4 to trip the green. 
Far more than Sparta bi, in Venus“ graces 
And great Alcides once renown'd the place: 
No flaming embers ſpread dire waſte around, 
And Gods regret that Gods can thus confound. 


7 11 ſcems probable that this was the firſt eruption of mount Ve- 
ſavius, at leaſt of any conſequence ; as it is certain we havemo 
paxticular, accounts of any preceding one. Dio, indeed, and 
other ancient. authors Speak of it as burning _ but uy 
they deſcribe it as covered with trees n o that 


erupiious muſt have been inconſiderable. 


bh got ready, And gave me the liberty, if thought 


— and en dark r ee eee 


either more or leſs impregnated with earth and | 
cCinders. This extraordinary phœnomenon exci- 
ted my uncle's philoſophical curioſity to talce a 


nearer view of it. He ordered a light veſſel to be 


Proper, to attend him. I rather choſe to continue 
| my ſtudies ; for, as it happened, he had given me 
an employment of that kind. As he was coming 
daut of the houſe he received a note from Rectina 

the wife of Baſſus, who was in the utmoſt alarm at 
the imminent danger which threatened her; for 
1 her villa being ſituated at the foot of mount Ve- 
ſuvius, there was no way to eſcape but by ſea; ſhe 
earneſtly intreated him therefore * come to her 
aſſiſtance. He accordingly changed his firſt de- 
ſign, and what he began with a philoſophical, he 
purſued with an heroical turn of mind. He or- 
dered the gallies to put to ſea, and went himſelf 


{ on board with an intention of aſſiſting not only 


Rectina, but ſeveral others; for the villas ſtand 
extremely thick upon that beautiful coaſt. When 
haſtening to the place from whence others fled 
with the utmoſt terror, he ſteer d his direct 


courſe — ak dang 1. and vit h much 


75 85 2 Phe le 03 printed copies vary extremely from 
Lach other as to the reading of chis : 
| of Geſnerus ſeems the moſt ſatisfactory 


the moſt approved manuſcripts, 'and be fall in wit ed 8 
tent; it is therefore adopted in the tranſlation.” 
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calmneſs and 1 of mind, as to be able to 
make and dictate his obſervations upon the mo- 
tion and figure of that dreadful ſcene. He was 
now ſo nigh the mountain, that the cinders, which 
grew thicker and hotter the nearer he approach · 
ed, fell into the ſhips, together with pumice- ſtones, 
and black pieces of burning rock: they were 
5 likewiſe i in danger not only of being a-ground by 
the. ſudden retreat of the ſea, but alſo from the 
vaſt fragments which rolled down from the moun- 
tain, and obſtructed all the ſhore... Here he ſtop- 
ped. to conſider. whether he ſhould return back a- 
gain; to which, the pilot adviſing him, Fortune, 
ſaid he, befriends the brave; Carry me to Pompont- 
ang. Pomponianus was then at Stabiæ, ſepara- 
ted by a gulf, which the ſea, after ſeveral inſen- 
| ſible windings, forms upon that ſhore. He had 5 
already ſent his baggage on board; for tho? he 
was not at that time in actual danger, yet being 
within the view of it, and indeed extremely near, 
if it ſhould. in the leaſt encreaſe, he was deter- 
mined to put to ſea as ſoon as the wind ſhould 
change. It was favorable, however, for carrying 
my uncle to Pomponianus, whom, he found in 
the l conſternation : he en him v with 5 
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keep up his ſpirits, and the more to diſſipate his 
fears, he ordered, with an air of unconcern, the 
baths to be got ready; when after having bathed, 
he ſate down to ſupport with great chearfulnefs, 


or at leaſt (what is equally. heroic) with all the 


appearance of it. In the mean while the eruption 


from mount Veſuvius flamed out in ſeveral places 
with much violence, which the darkneſs of the 
night contributed to render ſtill more viſible and 
dreadful. But my uncle, in order to ſooth the 


apprehenſions of his friend, aſſured him it ws 


only the burning of the villages, which the coun 
try people had abandoned to che flames: after 
this he retired to reſt, and it is moſt certain he 
was ſo little diſcompoſed as to fall into a deep 
| fleep; for being pretty fat, and breathing hard, 
' thoſe who. attended without actually heard him 
fore. The court which led to his apartment 
being now almoſt filled with ſtones and aſhes, if 
be had continued there any time longer, it would 
have been impoſſible for him to have made his 
way out; it was thought proper therefore to a- 
waken him. He got up, and went to Pompo- 
nianus and the reſt of his company, who were 
unconcerned enough to think of going to bed. 
They conſulted together whether it would be moſt . 
prudent to truſt to the houſes, which now ſhook 
from ſide to ſide with frequent and violent con- 
cullions z or fly 0 the * elde, where, qd : 


cined | 
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eined ſtokey and cinders, tho? light indeed, yet 


fell in large ſhowers; and threatened deſtruction, 


In this diſtreſs they reſolved for the fields, as the 
leſs dangerous ſituation of the two: 'a reſolution. . 
which, while the reſt of the company were hur- 
ried into by their fears, my uncle embraced up- 
on cool and deliberate confideration, They went 
out then, having pillows tied upon their heads 
with napkins ; and this was their whole defence 
againſt the ſtorm of ſtones that fell round them. 
It was now day every where elſe, but there a 
deeper darkneſs prevailed than in the moſt obſcure 
night; which however was in ſome degree difſi- 
pated by torches and other lights of various kinds, 
They thought proper to go down farther upon 55 
the ſhore, to obſerve if they might ſafely put out 
to ſea, but they found the waves till run extreme- 
ly high and boiſterous. There my uncle having 
drank a draught or two of cold water, threw 
| himfelf down upon a cloth which was ſpread for 
him, when immediately the flames, and a ſtrong 
ſmell of ſulphur, which was the forerunner = 
them, diſperſed the reſt of the company, and ob- 
 liged him to riſe, © He raiſed himſelf up with the 
 affiſtance of two of his ſervants, and inſtantly fell 


don dead; ſuffocated, as I conjecture, by ſome 


| groſs and noxious vapor, having always had weak 
lungs, and frequently ſubject. to a difficulty of 
breathing. As * as it was * again, which - 
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Vas not till the third day after this, os 
cident, his body, was found intire, and without any 
marks of violence upon it, exactly in the ſame po- 
ſture that he fell, and looking more like a man a- 
| fleep than dead, . During all chis time my mother 
and I who were at Miſenum But as this has no 
connection with your hiſtory, ſo, your enquiry went 
no farther than concerning my uncle's. death; 
with that therefore I will put an end. to my letter: 
ſuffer me only to add, that I have faithfully rela- 
ted to you what I was either an eye - witneſs of my- 
| ſelt, or received immediately after the accident 
| happened, and before there was time to vary the 
truth. You will chooſe out of this narrative ſuch 
ta circumſtances as ſhall be moſt ſuitable to your pur- 
| Poſe: for there is a great difference between what 
is proper for a letter, and an hiſtory ; between wri- 
ting to a Friend, and wing, to the public, F arewel. 


5 


* 


pu E TTE R wn. To Kennern. 10 


* JAE forbeir x pouring out my 3 be- 

fore you in a letter, (ſince I have no opportu- 
nity of doing ſo in perſon,) againſt a certain beha- 
vior which gave me ſome. offence in an aſſembly 
where I was lately preſent. | The company was en- 
tertained with the recital of a very finiſhed perfor- 
mance: bur there were t two or three ks among 


0 See this account continued, let. Xx. Wy book. 
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m A — their friends' "eſtiitjarion, wid fate 
like ſo many mutes, w ithout fs much as moving 
a np or a hand, er once riſing from their: feats, 
even to ſhift their poſture. But to what purpoſe, 
in the name of good ſenſeg all this wonderdus air 
of wiſdom and: ſolemnity, or rather indeed (to 
give it its true appellation) of this proud indo- 
lence? Is it not downri ght folly, or even mad- 
neſs, thus to be at the expence of a whole day 
merely to commit a piece of rudeneſs, and leave 
"who! ' you vilit'as x Friend ? Bs 

man conſciotis that he Pofſelles à fuperior d 
groe of "loquerice than che perſon Whom be at- 
tends upon on CH an becatin F fo” much che 
| ritherought" he to guard: againft every appearance 
of envy, as 4 paſſion that always implies inferio- 
ty, wherever it relides. But Whatever a man's | 


ath may be, Whether g. eater or equal, orleſs than 


W. If 
kis friend? lf it is his Intereſt to give him the 
pprobation he deſerves: if greater orequal; becauſe 
che higher” bis glory riſes Whottf you equal or ex. 
cel, the more onifiderable” yours muſt neceffarily 
be: if leſs, becauſe if one bf” more exalted abi- 
Rries does not meet with applayſe, neither poſſibly | 
can you.” For my 'own part, 1 honor and revere 
ho diftdver any degree of merit in the pain! 
ful and laborious art of oratory; for Eloquence 
. and haugbey dame, Who Ow to reſide 
N : with 


1 
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with.thoſe that deſpiſe her. But perhaps you are 
not of this opinion: yet who, has a' greater 
regard for this glorious ſcience, or is a more 
candid judge of it than yourſelf ?. In confidence 
of which, I. choſe to vent my indignation par- 
eularly to you, as not doubting you would be 
e n On 


'S. 


a 
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Will 3 25 you. 1 . the 
1 cauſe of the Eirmiani * + tho? I have many affairs 
upon my hands: for. I ſhould be extremely glad 
to oblige ſo illuſtrious a colony by my good offices, 
as well as to render yo an acceptable ſervice. 
How indeed can I refuſe you any thing, who pro- 
feſs to! have ſought my friendſhip. as your orna- 
ment and ſupport, eſpecially when. your requeſt. is 
on behalf of your country ? For what can be more 
worthy than the intreaties of à patriot, or more 
powerful than thoſe of a friend ? You may engage 
for me therefore to your, or rather as I ſhould now 
call them, our friends the Firmiani, And tho their 
own. illuftrious character did not perſuade me that 
they deſerve my care and patronage; yet I could got 
but 1 N bigh notion of their merit, from 


2 Inhabitants of Cay in Ty, called. Fm, in te me; 
| Hulſe of Ancona. 
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+ A conſiderably riſen, eſpecially of thoſe which 
b_ ne about Rome? This ſudden advance was occa- 
* fioned by a practice which has been much com- 
Plained of, and which drew from the ſenate, at 
the laſt aſſembly for the election of magiſtrates, 
à very honorable decree, whereby the an 
for any office are prohibited from giving any treat, 
| preſent, or money whatſoever. The two former 
of theſe abuſes were practiſed with as little reſerve 
as diſeretion; the latter, tho? carried on with more 
ſecrecy, was however equally notorious. Our 
friend Homulus, taking advantage of this favo- 
table diſpoſition of the ſenate, inſtead of giving 
his ſentiments upon the point in debate, moved 
that the conſuls might acquaint the empetor, it 
Was unanimouſly defired to have this abuſe reform 
ed, and chat they would addreſs him to interpoſe 
his vigilance and authority for the redreſs of this —_ 
devil, as he had for that of every other. The em: 8 
peror was accordingly pleaſed to do ſo, and pub- 1 
iſhed an edit to reftrain thoſe infamous largeſſes 
wherein he directs that no perſon ſhall be admit- 
ted as a candidate who has not a third part of his 
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1 
no doubt it is) that thoſe who aſpire to dignities 
in the ſtate, ſhould look upon Rome and Italy, 
rather lilee travellers ho are paſſing thro? it, than 
as their proper country. For this reaſon there is 
A general ſtruggle among thoſe who aim at any 
office, and they buy up every thing which they 
hear is to be ſold; by which means the value of 
lands is greatly encreaſed. If therefore you are 
inclined to diſpoſe of any part of your eſtate here, 
or of making purchaſes elſewhere, you have now | 
a good opportunity; for in order to buy in Italy, 
2 candidates are . ee to . 1 


215 '% 1. „ 25 1 > 1 — * 
TS. 


LE 22 7 E R * ang Conn Tacrros.. 


H E tetter ade. in com ee with your 
1 requeſt, I wrote to you. concerning the 
death of my uncle, has raiſed, it ſexms, your gu- 
rioſity to know What terrors and dangers a attend- 
ed me While I continued at Miſenum ; for there, 
I think, the eee in ** former broke off: 


| 7 bot * ee ſoul eco bs, w ee 2 jel 
« | 4&5 n 10S * 
My uncle having Wes 5 purſued che e 


Which Oy 2 goirs, i him, till it was 
. __ — 5 e 1 33 { $ * 4 5 d time 
| oY Piri a ee 7 fa 
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time ate After which I went dai and 
from'thence to bed, where my ſleep was greatly 
broken . diſturbed. There had been for many 
days before ſome ſhocks of an earthquake, which 
the leſs pes us as they are extremely frequent 
in Campania; but they were ſo particularly vio - 
lerit that night, that they not only ſhock every 
thing about us, but ſeemed indeed to threaten to- 
cal deſtruction. My mother flew to my chamber, 
where ſhe found me riſing, in order to awaken 
her-. We went out into a ſmall court belonging 
to che houſe, which ſeparated the ſea from the 
baildings. As I was at that time but eighteen 
years of age, 1 know not Whether T ſhould call ö 
my behavior in this dangerous junctute, courage 
or raſhneſs; but I took up Livy, and amuſed my 
FF with turning over that author, and even ma- 
| e from him, as if all about me had 
been in full ſecurity. While we were in this po- 
dene a friend of my uncle's, who was juſt come 
from Spain to pay him a viſit, joined us, and ob- 
ſerving me ſitting by my mother with 2 book od 
my hand, greatly condemned her calmneſs, at 
the ſame” time that he reproved me for my care- | 
es ſecurity : nevertheleſs I ſtill went on with my 
author. Tho! it was now morning, the light was 
exceedingly | faint and Taaguid ; ; the buildings" al 
atound us tottered, and tho" we ſtood upon open 
ground, yet as the place was narrow and confin- 
—_— "Ih: 
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d remaining there wihout certain | 
| and great danger: ; we therefore reſolved to an 
the town. The people followed us in the 
conſternation, and (as to a mind diltraced = 
terror, every ſuggeſtion ſeems more prudent than 
its own). preſſed in great crowds about us in dur 
way out. see eee 99-0 from 
re e The hariots: Which | 
we had ordered to be drawn out, were ſo agita 
ted backwards and forwards, tho upon the moſt 
level ground, that we could not keep them ſtedl- 
dy, even by ſupporting them wich large ſtones. 
The ſea ſeemed to roll back upon itſelf, and to 
be driven from its banks by the convulſive mo- 
tion of the earth; it is certain at leaſt the ſhore 
was conſiderably enlarged, and ſeveral ſea- animals 
were left upon it. On the other fide, a black and 
dreadful cloud burſting with an ignegus ſerpen⸗ 
tine vapor, darted out a long train of fire, reſem- 
dling flaſhes of lightening, but much larger. Up- 
- on this. our Spaniſh friend, whom I mentioned 
above, addrefling himſelf to my mother and me 
Vith greater warmth and earneſtneſs: I hour bro- 
1 ther and your uncle, ſaid he, is ſafe; be certainly. 
wiſhes You may be ſo too; but if be. periſhed, it was 


bis de fir, ſre, no doubt, that gu might. both, ſurvive 


Bim: Why therefore, do you delay Jour eſcape a n- 
ment 7 ?. We. could never think. of our own ſafety, 


"- * * Ih 3 we N 
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we ſaid, while we were uicerthin:6f 28s! k Tres 35 9 $ 
— — . | 


Nanda colt avi Teern'd to desbendhrdhd che 
the whole ocean ; as indeed, it entirely kick te 
land of * 2 ern and che eee e 
ate my lage at any rate, eee Las! 
young I might eaſiy do; as for herſelf, ſhe ſaid, a 
her age and curpulency rendered all attempts _ 
that fort. impoſſible hamever ſhe would willings* - 
h meet denth, if ſhie could have" theſatichictont = ä 
of ſeeing that ſuc was not the occafion of mine . 1 
But 1 abſalutely refuſed to leave her, "ard raking” 2 
her by the hand, J. led her on he 'complied®' 1 
with great reluctance, and not wichbut many re- 
proaches to herſelf for retarding my! flight,” The _— 
alhes now began 10 falb upon us, tho“ in no great 8 | i 
quantity. L turned my head, and obſerved be- 2 g 
kind us a thick ſmokey which came rolling aſter 3B 
2 ke a totrent. I propoſed while we had yet - q 
"any light, to turn out of the high road, leſt: ne 


ſhould be preſſed to death in the dark, by the”: 1 
crowd that followed us: We had ſcarce ſtepccg if 
out of the path, when darkneſs over - ſpread us, . 

not like that of a cloudy night, or when there i is _ 

no moon, but of a room when it is ſhur up, and | | f 

all er extinet. W ben) was to be 1 

: * 2 bend I 
"> * A. land nee Naples, 4 n Ea 1 j 


* 


| chan the return of day: 


3466 | Th LETTERS Book VI) 


hear'd but the ſhricks of women, the ſcreams of 
chiires, eee of ment Tome dae for 
en heit, eee odly-iſtinguiſhing Auel 
other by their voices 3 one lamenting his o.] n 
fate another that of his family; ſome wiſhing 
de die, from-the-very. fear of dying, ſome ift. 
ing up their hands ta the gods; but the gr 
Part imagiting chat the at and exrnal night wa as 

egme, which was to deſtroy both che * gods and 
peu AB Among theſe there 


nagy ones, —— ghd ukinde hy: | 
believe that Miſenum was actually in flames. Ar 
length a glimmering Wap ap „which we 
imagined to be rather the forerunner of an ap- 
proaching burſt of 3 (as in truth it was). 
. however, the fire fell at 
a diſtance from us: chen again we were imtmerſed | 


1 7 thick darkneſs,” and a heavy ſhower of aſhes 


rained. upon us, which we were;/obliged. every. 
now and tlien to ſhake off, otherwiſe wei/ſhould © 
have been cruſbed and buried in the heap- 1 
might boaſt, that during all this ſcene r e | 
not a _ re e ws ee . fein hes > J 


% 


4 The Stole par Fra Man held, * Ae world. 


was to be deftroyed y fire, and all things fall again into origi- 
nal chaos; not excepting even the national gods n f 


I e 
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nad not my ſupport been founded i in that "mile- 


, rable, tho? ſtrong” conſolation, that all mankind 


- were involved in the fame calamity, and that 1 
imagined I was periſhing with the world itſefk. 
At laft this dreadful darkneſs was diſſipated by 
degrees, like a cloud or ſmoke; the real day re- 
turned, and even the ſun appeared, tho' ver 

faintly, and as when aa eclipſe is coming en. 
Every object chat preſented "ſelf to our eyes Y 
| (which; were extremely weakened) ſeemed chang- | 
ed, being cover'd over with white, * aſhes, as with 

P! deep ſnow. We returned to Miſenum, where 
we, refreſhed ourſelves as well as we could, and 


1 paſſed an anxious night between hope and fear; 


| tho? indeed, with a much larger ſhare of the lat- * 


ter: for the earthquake ſtill continued, while e. 
veral enthuſiaſtic people ran up and down heigh- 


tening their own and their friends calamities by 


terrible prediQtions. However, my mother and 
I, notwichſtanding the danger we had paſſed, and 
that which ſtill threatened us, had no thoughts of 
leaving the place, till we ſhould receive ſome = 


account from my uncle. —— e 
And now, you will read this narrative without 


any. view of "ling it in your - hiſtory, of 
* A. e which. 


Fj i 4 wa . 


ec Mr. Adlon in his account ot mount Vehuvio alan.” 


a the air of the place is ſo Sy much impregnated with ſalt - 


petre, that one can ſcatce find a Rone which has * 
IRS Travels, 182. 
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which 1 iris by vo means worthy ; and indeed you 
3 muſt impute it to your own requeſt, if it ſhall 
appear ſcarce to deſerve even a a of, a. * 


ter. Frevel. axelivary. 26 5 


F 
Mag? * 4 1 
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the antients ; yet 1 am very far from- de- 
ſpiling. as ſome. affect to do, the genius « of the 
Mmoderns : N nor can 1 ſuppoſe, that nature in | theſe 


| Later ages is ſo worn out, as to be incapable of 


any valuable production. On the contrary, I have 
lately had” the pleaſure of hearing Verginius Ro- | 


1 manus read to a few ſelect friends, a Comedy ſo | 


Juſtly formed upon the plan of the ancients, that 
[ig may one day ſerve itſelf for a model. Tknow 


Tot whether he is in the number of your acquain- 
tance 3 'T am fare at leaſt he deſerves to be ſo, as 
he is greatly diſtinguiſhed by the probity of his 
manners, the elegance of his genius, and the va- | 
riety of his Productions. He has written e 


very agreeable | pieces of the burleſque kind in 
Iambics, with much delicacy, wit, and bumor, 


and I will add too, even eloquence z for every 5 


ſpecies of compoſition, which | is finiſhed in its 
7 50 may with propriety be termed eloquent. | 


He has alſo compoſed. ſome Comedies after the 


MN manner of Nenner and other approved vos N 
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| of that age, which deſerve to be ranked wich 
thoſe of Plautus and Terence. He has now, for 


the firſt time, attempted the * antient Comedy, 


8 but in ſuch a manner, as to ſhew he is a perfect 


maſter in this way. Strength, majeſty, and de- 


licacy, ſoftneſs, poignancy, and wit, are the 


© graces which ſhine out in this performance wick 


| full luſtre. He repreſents virtuous characters 
with the higheſt diſtinction of honor, at the fame 
time that he ſtigmatizes vicious ones with a noble 

| indignation : whenever he makes uſe of feigned 
names it is with great propriety, as he employs 


real ones with much juſtneſs. With reſpect on- 


ly to myſelf, 1 ſhould ſay he has erred thro' an 
exceſs of good-will, if 1 did not know. that fiction 


is the privilege of poets. . In a word, I will in. 


fiſt upon his letting-me have the copy, that I may 
ſend it to you for your peruſal, or rather that 


you may pet it by heart; der 1 am well pee 


ad when you have once taken it up, you will not 
. eafily lay it alide. Farewe. / 


— , 


r With regard to the various changes and revolutions Co- 


medy has undergone, it is diſtinguiſhed: into three kinds, viz. 
the antient, which was founded upon real facts, and perſons 


: * out by their proper names; the middle, where the ſub- 


was real, but the names fictitious 3 the new, wherein botls. 


the names and the action are imaginary. Of the fe model 
- was Ariſtophanes ; upon whoſe general manner, it is probable, 
Romanus formed his Comedy here mentioned; but as he ap- 


pears to have made uſe both of true and invented names in his | 


characters, it ſeems rather to have been of the mix'dkind: - © 
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LETTER I To Tine. 


N affair has lately been a here; which 


bl appointed governors of provinces, as well as 


every man who too incautiouſly truſts his friends. 7 
Luſtricus Bruttianus having detected his heute- 


nant Montanus Atticinus in ſeveral enormous 
crimes, informed the emperor of them. Atti- 
cinus, on the other hand, added to his guilt 4 
commencing a groundleſs proſecution againſt the 
friend - whoſe confidence he had abuſed, His 
information was received, and I was one of the 


aſſeſſors at this trial. Both parties pleaded their | 
own cauſe, and in a ſummary way confined-them- 


ſelves cloſely to the articles of the charge: a 

method by much the ſhorteſt of diſcovering the 
truth. Bruttianus, as a proof of the unreſerved 
confidence he had repoſed in his friend, and that 


nothing but abſolute neceſſity could haue extort- 


ed from him this complaint, produced his will, 
all in the hand-writing of Articinus. He then 
proceeded to open his charge, and clearly proved _ 


dim guiky of the moſt infamous conduct. Arti- 


cinus, after ſome vain efforts to juſtify himſelf, re- 
tired; but his defence appeared as weak, as bis 
accuſation was wicked. It was proved that he had 


| | ra a flave belonging tothe ſecretary of Nut- 7 


nearly concerns thoſe who ſhall ener 5 


* 


| wn und an ds grein pit 5 
2 book, which he eraſed, and then made PN 
this his villainous act the foundation of a charge 
againſt his friend. The emperor's conduct in this * 


trial was extremely noble: without collecting 


the voices with reſpect to Bruttianus, he proceed- 

ed immediately to take them obly in relation to 
Atticinus, who was accordingly condemned to 
baniſhment. Bruttianus was | acquitted not only 

with a very full and honorable teſtimony: of =—_ 5 
integrity, but with the credit of having behaved— .. 
in this affair with great reſolution. And indeed, 
after having vindicated his own character in feu, 
words, he ſupported his charge againſt Atticinus 

with much ſpirit, and approved himſelf no les 

a man of fortitude than of Worth and honeſty; 


I ſend you this account not only as a caution fer 


your behavior in the government you have ob- 
tained, and as a hint to depend upon yourſelf as . 
much as poſſible, without relying too far upon 
your friends; but that you may be well aſſured, 
execution of your office (as far be it that you ever 
thould) you will readily meet with ſatisfaction here. 


However, that you may ſtand in no need of it, let 
me entreat you to exert the utmoſt circumſpection 
of your own vigilance ; for the pleaſure of —_ 
redreſſed, moſt certainly cannot ber gew the” 
unealinels of vg dectived:” Farewel. 
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T Confent to i the end 1 you v4 | 
earneſtly, recommend to me but as glorious | 


| and, honorable as it may be, I will not be your 


counſel without a fee. It is poſſible, you will ſay, 


that my friend Pliny ſhould be ſo mercenary? In 


truth it is; and I inſiſt upon a reward which will 
do me more honor than the moſt diſintereſted pa · 
tronage. I beg of you then, and indeed I make 


it a previous condition, that Cremutius Ruſo may 


be joined with me as counſel in this cauſe. This 


is a practice which I have frequently obſerved with 
reſpect to ſeveral diſtinguiſhed youthis; as 1 take 


infinite pleaſure in introducing young men of me- 


is certainly to Ruſo, not only upon account of his 


would afford me a very ſingular ſatisfaction to have 


an opportunity of ſeeing him draw the attention of 
the audience in the ſame court and the ſame cauſe. 


with myſelf. This I now aſk as an obligation to 
me; but when be hen plundel ape esd 


you will eſteem it as a favor done to you: for 1 


manner equal to your wiſhes, as well as to my 
| ne 1 the importance of the cauſe. He is a 


—— A 7,2 
. VI. | of PLINY: N 
e eee nl 


once 1 ſhall, have. produced his-merit, we © ſhall 
ſoon ſee him exert the ſame. generous . office in 
; forwar ding that of others; as indeed no man with- 
out the ſupport and-encouragement of friends, and 
having proper opportunities thrown in his way, is 
ble to riſe at once from obſcurity, 5 the 5 2 8 
18 * ov unaſſiſted W 1 
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1 Oo much 4.0 the lame - 1 ations 
1 depend upon the ſtation of thoſe who per. 
form them! The very fame conduct ſhall be ei- 
ther greatly magnified, or entirely overlooked, as a 
it happens to proceed from a perſon of conſpicu- 
ous or obſcure rank. I was falling lately upon 
dur lake, with an old man of my acquaintanoey | 
who deſired me to obſerve. a villa ſituated upon 
its banks, which had a chamber hanging over the 
water. From that. room, ſaid he, a woman of our 
py city threw herſelf and her huſband. Upon enquir- 
ing into the cauſe, he informed me, That her 
5 huſband having been long afflicted with an ulcer | 
* in thoſe parts which modeſtly conceals, the pre- 
vailed with him at laſt to let her inſpect the 
00 core, «ens, him at the flame time, that ſhe 
9 would 5 
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was more 85 Frevel. 
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y give her opinion whether 


8 was a poſſibility of its being cured. Accord- 


«« ingly upon viewing the ulcer, ſhe found there was 
< no hopes, and therefore adviſed him to put an end 


| & to, his life: to which ſhe not only encouraged | 
| bim by her example, but was actually the means 


< of his death; for tying herſelf to her huſband, 
<< ſhe plunged with him into the lake.“ Tho? this 


happened in. the very city where I was born, I 
never hear*d it mentioned before; and yet that 


this action is s taken notice of than that famous 
one of Arria's ®, is not becauſe it was leſs remark- 


able, but becauſe the perſon who e it 


* E ITE R . To HisPanvs. Fr 


0 6 Wilm me, that R inks, 2 Roman 

knight of great diſtinction, accompanied 
my friend Attilius Scaurus as far as Oriculum, 
but has never been hear'd of ſince. In compli- 


ance, therefore, with your defire, 1 ſhall ſend for 


Scaurus, in order to ſee if he can give us any 
light in tracing him out; tho' I fear, indeed, it 
will be to no purpoſe. 1 ſuſpect an accident of : 
the ſame unaccountable kind has attended Robuſ-/ 


| 181 as — . to Gr. townſman Me- 


thus 


b 65 un account of her, B: 3. let. 16. 
+ Now Otol, in Omai & th ccc of Spa, 


* 
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riſpus. ee 


7 what bocamd obs Nita Wheiher- hewas munkered 
by his ſervants; or together with them, is uncer- 
tain; however, neither he nor they ever ane ; 
more. I wiſh we may not find it thus with reſpect 
to Rohuſtus; nevertheleſs I ſhall ſend bor Scaurus. 
I cannot refuſe this either to your zenerousrequelty 
or the very laudable entreaties of that Wolt excel - x7 
cellent youth his ſon; who diſcovers as much | 
good ſenſe in the method, as he does filial affet- 
tion in the zeal of his enquiry: and may we have 
the ſame ſucceſs in finding his father, as he has. 
had in en che perſon thaz-aocon wed” 


him ſ Farewel. n Gas ee ne v4 y PANE 


LETT. ER: XI. 4. Same, 


AM. e ee e that you ＋ 
2 ſign your daughter for Fuſcus Salina 

; congratulate you upon it. His/facmily!is, + Patti" ” 
cian, and both His father and mother are perſons | 
of the moſt exalted merit. As for himſelf, he is 
ſt Wine bun and — and and with all the 

55 M7 OY innocence. Fs 
Vaan ot" 3 mt # 08h, | 


which is about 22667, of our money. 
2 Thoſe families were ſtiled Fatrician, whoſe anceſions 


been members of the ſenate in the. 2 times: of — 
or conſular government. 
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character ; for tho Love him, I conſeſs, beyond 
meaſure (as his, friendſhip and:efteem for me well 
ment; on the contrary, the ſtronger my fond -- 
neſs of him is, the more ,zigonouſly I wagh his 
merit. I will venture then to aſſure you (and 1 
ſpeak it upon my own; experience) you could not 
bave formed to ;your wiſh, a more accompliſhed 
ſontintlaw. May he ſoon preſent you with a 
Sranchſon, who, ſhall. be the exact copy of his 
father! and with what, pleaſute ſhall- I receive 
from che arms of two ſuch friends their children 
or grand- children, whom I. ſhall ene 


bot to embrace as * own! F arewel. 13 
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O0 Acme: dc be turn you 
I could give to your ſpeech in honor of the... 
emperpr, upon yqur being appointed conſul elect. 
lr im Aller- ami een of topies 
$66. ce ee, ade is: . e 


e drive las auzupold has. a bee, 


3 e he tho' they were choſen in * aid not en- 

vE n their office till the firſt of Januz which in- - 

terry were filled Cet defignatt, io 4 clea. It ww, 
uſual for them upon that oon to compliment the em 
— © owes — after 2 7 99 of the N 


7 1 * ; 


h irtues of his ſhin price av 55 
dantly eee for enconm̃um 
than to ſelect them. However, I will — boy 
my ſentiments, or: (What I rather chooſe) I will 
e hem 10 hen in — ing laid be⸗ 
doubtful then whether I ſhould:adviſe you to pur. 


. ame occaſion. When L vas conſul elect, L a,,, 


which however far (as far certainly it would have 
been) from adulation, might yer bear the em- 
blance of it. Not that I affected an uncommon 
ſpirit of freedom; but ebe mow the ſen 
timents of our amiable prince; and being nc 
roughly perſuaded, that the higheſt praiſe T could 
offer to him, would be to ſhew che world I was 
under no neceſſity of paying him any. When I 
reflected what profuſion of henors had been 
heap'd upon the very worlt of his predeceſſors,” 
nothing, 1 imagined, could more diſtingui 8 
Prince of his real virtues, from thoſe inſumous 
2 than to addreſs him in a different W 

And this I thoughe preper to obſerve ig 
"a ſpeech left it might be ſuſpected 1 paſſel 


over his glorious acts, not out of judgment, bur 
inattention. Such was the method I then obſerv . 


* but I am ſenlible the lame meaſures are nei - 
ther 
rah. 15 


o 1 
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. nor indeed ſuitable to ee 
. Beides che propriety ef doing or omitting aching 
depends not only upon perſons, but time and cir- 
cumſtances; and/as the late actions of our illuf. 
mtious Prince afford materials for panegyrit, no 
I ſaid before) whether I ſhould perſuade you to 
act in this caſe as I did myſelf . Irvehis; houever, 
acta, that it was proper to offer to your 
et . purſued. Farewel. 


2 


U 
= 2 
- * 
4» WE + 3 by 
m - ie, 'D ; e * v1 | % i} * * 0 2 8.4 U e + I 
7 £ 1 2 5 6 wt R 40 . 1 
* 1 > oa 2 — 
2 Ponrius. 
„ . I... 4 86 N 7 
w has * 4 x | N | KL 3 
ul - N T % op © Ht « PP 8, 5 « "8 % #4; A ewe 7 : * 
; 5 e „ . - 
an . 00 4 5 4446 r Jun * : * EN, 


Was not ignorant ane cathy —_— 
ed your coming into Campania to receive me. f 
Bat abſent as y Were, might L have judged by: 
the vaſt quantity of proviſions of all ſorts, with 
which 1. was ſupplied; by your orders, I ſhould: 
have imagined you had eye yourſelf hither: | 
| with your whole poſſeſſions. I muſt own 1 was! 
ſo rant a clown, as to take all that was ffered 
me; however it was in compliance with t bb. 
citations of your people, and fearing yqu would 
chide both them and me if I reſuſed. But for the | 
future, if you will not obſerve ſome meaſure, Imuſt. 
Aud accordingly I aſſured your ſervants, if ever 
I» they were thus profuſe in their bounty to me again, 
1 Peg return ths whole. You will tell! 
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LEST BLAINE: _ 


me, IL know, e to conſider every thing 


| belonging to you, as entirely mine. I am extreme: 
ly ſenſible. of that; and 
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£ 4 | T equally value) whoſe approbation I had 
7 tho happineſs # ehe uſed oo whe? 
| That there are three an of caueswhichmw | 
< -oyght.to undertake; thoſe of our friends; thoſe: - 
of the deſerted, and thoſe which tend to public: - 
< example,” The reaſon we ſhould engage in 

the cauſe of our friends requires no explanation 
dur the deſerted have à claim to our aſſiſtance, be · 
cuuſe it ſhews a reſolute and g s mind's s 
we ought to riſe in the cauſe where example i 
Nase hank is of the laſt conſequence We 


ther a good or evil one prevails. To which I with 


add (perhaps in the ſpirit of ambition, however 1 
will add) thoſe of the' ſplendid and illuſttious? 
kind. For it is reaſonable, no doubt, ſometimes 
to. plead the cauſe of glory 
words,/0ne's own,” Thelen the limits, (once you 
aſk. my ſentiments) I would pon a per- 
ſon of your gignity and moderation. Practice, 1 

Vor, I. a 


«fore I would uſe them = 
8 * an n nnen 1 nee — 
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know, is — eſteemed, and in te is, "ab 
' beſt guide in the art of pleading. I have ſeen! many 
who with ſmall genius and no erudition have, 
merely by that ſingle means, arrived to a gocd 
proficiency. Nevertheleſs, the obſervation of Pol- 
lio, or at leaſt hat vſually paſſes for his, I have 
found by experience to be moſt true; A good 
practice; and, on the other hand, much prae- 
<. tice ſpoiled my addreſs. The reaſon is, by 
too frequent a repetition it becomes rather a habit | 
than a talent, and degenerat 
rather than ſettles into a juſt confidence. Accord - 
ingly we ſee that the great modeſty: of Iſocrates, 
which, together with the weakneſs of his voice, 
prevented his appearing in public, did not by any 
means obſtruct his attaining the character of a con- 
ſummate orator. Let me farther adviſe you, to 
1 read and write, and meditate much, that you may 


be able to ſpeak when ever you chooſe HR 
never will chooſe it, I well know, but when yu 
ought. That at leaſt is the reſtriction I laid 8 
to myſelf. I have ſometimes, indeed; pleaded, 
not ſo much from the ſingle motive of reaſon, 
as, neceſſity, (which, however, is the ſame thing) 
1 having upon ſome occaſions. been appointed coun- 1 
ſel-by order of the ſenate ; but it was in caſes 
which fell Ivithin Thraſes' $. third. a that is, 


1 23 D ; f s 4 1 
8 20 . * | 7 I 


5 & che 3 kind. + was advocats for hy” 
province of Bœtica, againſt Bæbius Maſſa; where 
the queſtion being, whether they ſhould be al- 


end to proſecute: him, it paſſed in the aſſiim- 


E 1 appeared for them a ſecond time againſt 
eee and the point in debate Was, 


whether the provincial officers who; ated under 


him in his proconſulſhip, ſhould be deemed ac- 


complices with him? It Was determined they: 


ſhould s and they were puniſhed accordingly. I. | 
was counſel againſt! Marius Priſcus, Who having 


beer convicted of bribery, endeavored to take 


advantage of the lenity of the law in that caſe, : 


the penalty of which was by no means adequata 
to an nnen 6, nk 1 bu N was n 40: 


in eee — | "ris true, but 


not in the leaſt wich any ill intention: the matter 


was referred to the ordinary judges, and he was 


permitted in the mean while to retain his ſeat in 


a the ſenate, I pleaded likewiſe not long ſince, on | 


dehalf of Varenus, Who petitioned for: leave to 
examine witneſſes on his part; Which was grant 


ed him. And now I will only wiſh, that I may, 5 


for the future have ſuch cauſes enjoined me by 
authority, in which ĩt would become me to bo 


20 
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If BO xxx. en eaten, mon 


Have: the higheſt OY moſt pes 
celebrate your birth-day as my own, + fv Y 
the happineſs of mine /arifes from yours, nnn 
eure and diligence it i owing, that I am chearſu 
in town and eafy in the country. Tour Camillian 
» villa in Campania has ſuffered by the injuries of 
time, and is falling into decay; however; the 
moſt valuable parts of the building either remain 
entire, or are but ſlightly damaged, and it ſhall 
be my care to ſee it put into gh repair. 
Tho' I flatter myſelf 1 have many friends, yet 
ſearce any, I doubt, of the ſort ee 
after, and which the affair you mention; } 
F Ane lie among thoſe whole emplo its en- 
gige them in town; whereas eee, 
Ae a perſon of a rough caft, and 
' enured to labor, who will not look d pon the of. 
| fice as mean, ind can ſubmit to a ſolitary. life. 
The „ e vou have of Rufus is ſuitable to 
6d as he was, by the friendſhip of 
your ſon, but what ſervice he can be of to us up- 
on this occaſion, Tknow not; tho? I am well per- 
ſusded, de wil rejoice to have it in his power to 
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2 So called, becauſe it — danger to Camillus, 
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1 imaginable at Centumcellæ, (as it is now 
called) being ſummoned thither by Czfar * to at- 
tend him as one of his aſſeſſors. Could any thing 
indeed afford a higher pleaſure, than to ſee the 
emperor exerciſing his Juſtices his wiſdom, and 
his affability, even in retirement 
- Tues are moſt obſeryable ? Various were the points 
brought in judgment before him, and which 
proved, in ſo many different inſtances, the grear 
abilities of the judge. The cauſe of Claudius A- 
riſton came on firſt. He is an Epheſian noble- 
man, of great munificence and unambitious po- 
pularity, whoſe, virtues have render d him ob- 
noxious to. a ſet of people of far different charac- 
Terz, they had ones * an informer againſt 


155 3 but he was „„ The 
| next day, the cauſe of Gallita, accuſed of adulte- 
2, was determined. Her huſband, who is a 


military tribune, was upon the point of offering 
bimfelf as a candidate for certain honors at Rome, 


1 ut ſhe had diſgraced bock him nd herſelf by an 


e 2333 
2 Suppoſed to be Cine Pucci. 
— 
- 


3 
- where thoſe vir- 


: 


intrigue with a © haha The huſband in- 
formed the conſul's lieutenant, who wrote to the 
emperor concerning it, Cæſar, having examined 
the proofs, broke the centurion, and ſentenced 
him to baniſnment. It remained that ſome pu- 
niſhment. ſhould be inflicted likewiſe upon the 
other party, as it is a crime of which both muſt 
neceſſarily be equally. guilty. But the huſband's 
affection for his wife inclined him to drop that 
part of the proſecution, not without ſome ſuſpi- 
cion of connivance; for he continued to live with 
her, even after he had commenced this proſecu- 
tion, contenting himſelf, it ſhould ſeem, witn 
having removed his rival. But he was ordered 
to proceed in the ſuit ; which, tho“ he did with 
great reluctance, it was neceſſary, however, ſne 
ſhould be condemned. And ſhe accordingly 
Was, being given up to the puniſhment directed 
| by the © Julian law. The emperor thought pro: i 
per to ſpecify, in his decree,” the name and offiee 
of the centurion, that it might appear he paſſed 

it in virtue of military diſcipline ; leſt" it ſhould 
Ny he claimed a particular cogniziiice 


| I 
+ his officer i in the Roman legions, fomerhing Narben 


| captain in our companies. 
4 This law was made by Auguſtus Cæſar. but it no where 
e 198 what was the PLA puniſhment it inflicted. 
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in every . of . hw nature. The third ur 


was employed in examining into an affair which 
had occaſioned much and various ſpeculation; 3 
it was concerning the will of Julius Tiro, part 
of which was plainly genuine, the other part, it 
was ſaid, was 'forged. The perſons: accuſed of 
this fraud were Sempronius Senecio, a Roman 
Ge and Eurythmus, Czſar's freed - man and 

*procurator. The heirs joinly petitioned the em · 
peror, when he was in Dacia, that he would re- 
ſerve to himſelf the tryal of this cauſe to which 


he accordingly conſented. At his return from 
that expedition, he appointed a day for the hear- 
ing; and when ſome of the heirs, as in reſpect to 
Eurythmus, offered to withdraw the ſuit, the em- 


peror nobly replied, He is not Polycletus'*, nor am 
J Nero. However, he e the petitioners 


with an adjournment, and the time being expir- 
ed, Der- ſat to hear * cauſe. Two of the 
| heirs. appeared, and deſired, that either their 
whole NS might be compelled to plead, as g 


they had all joined in the information, or that 
den alſo might have leave to deſiſt. .Cxfar f. poke 


| — a er emperor to rceingand. re · 
te the public revenue in the provinces. 
3 Tranſ — Moldavia, and. Walachia. 1 
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6: gteat wiſdom and moderation; d — , 
the counſel on the part of Senecio and Euryth- 
mus faid, that unleſs their clients were hear d, 
_ they would remain under the ſuſpicion of guilt. 
Jan not concerned,” ſaid the emperor, what ſuſpi- 
tions they may: lie under, *tis I that am ſuſpeBed ; 
and then turning to us, Adviſe me, faid he, _ 

-. to all in this affair, for you ſee they complin 4 
I do not give them laavt o withdraw” their ſuit. 
At length, by the advice of che council, he or- 
dered notice to be given to the heirs, that they 
mould either o on with the cauſe, or each of 
them juſtify their reaſons for not doing ſo; other- 
wiſe that' he would paſs ſentence upon them as 
© ealumniators- Thus you fee how uictelly 
and ſeriouſly e ſpent: our time, Which how- 
ever Was intermixed with diverſions of the joſh 

' agreeable kind. We were every day invited 
rv. Caeſar's table, which, for ſo great a prince, 

3 was ſpread with much plainnefs and fiplicitys: 1 

There we were either entertained with interludes, 
St paſſed the night in the moſt pleaſing 'conver-- 
ation. When we took. our leave of him the” 


* 141 
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* "OE er Rhemmius ils ere not 3 lich) 
was author of a law, by which it was enacted, Thatwhoſoever: 
was convicted of ealumny or falſe accuſation, mould be ſtig- 
matized with a mark in his forehead: and by the (law. of the 
twelve tables, falſe accuſers were to ſuffer the ſame puniſhment . 


| as would have been inflicted upon the perſon - un juſtly * JO 
; if the orime had been 1 d. * b 
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is he to exert che bene volence of his temper upon 
AI occaſions! As for my ſelf, I was not only 
charmed wirk the dignity and wiſdom” of "the 
judge, the honor done to the aſſeſſors, the eaſe 
and unreſerved freedom of the converſation, but 
with the agreeable ſituation of the place. Fes 
delightful villa is ſurrounded by the moſt: yerdant 
meadows, and commands a fine view of. the fea, 
which forms itſelf here into a ſpacious harbor, in 
the figure of an amphitheatre. The left-hand of 
this port is defended by exceeding ſtrong works, 
as they are now actually employed in carrying on 
the ſame on the oppoſite ſide. An artificial land, 
which is riſing in the mouth of the harbor, will 
break the force of che waves, and afford a ſafe 
paſſage to ſhips on each fide. | In order for the 
dconſtruction of this wonderful | inſtance. of art, 
| ſtones of a moſt enormous fize are tranſported 
| kither in a fort of pontoons, and being thrown 
; due upon the other, are fixed by their own weight, 
gradually accumulating in the manner, as it were, 
of a fand-bank. It already lifts its rocky back 
ove the ocean, while the waves which beat upon 
ir, being toffed to an immenſe height, foam with 
4 e poiſe, and  whiten all the fea round. 
To theſe Kones are added large piles, which in 
| time will give it the — of a natural iſland. 
| This 
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' his wife and younger ſon; and after ſome: very pathetic re- 
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Fo your defires, I know, are extremely 
moderate, and the education which your 


daughter * has received, is ſuitable ro your charac* 


ter, and that of Tutilius her grandfather ; yet a4 


. 27> - 5 5 4 | Q y F "OY 
* 11 * F ; 4 146 . 44 


. — 5 
This letter has been generally ſuppoſed to be addreſſed 
to the famous Quinctilian, author of that excellent treatiſe up- 
on oratory, Which is ſtill extant. But there are ver ſtrong 

reaſons to believe, that either there is ſome error in the title, 
or that it is addreſſed to another perſon of the ſame name. 

QuinQilian in the opening of his fixth B. de Inſt. Orat. takes 


_ occaſion/ to mention his family, where he is lamenting to his 


friend ViRorius the loſs of his eldeſt ſon, which had juſt then 
happened. He takes notice at the ſame time of the deaths of 


flections, cloſes the whole with this obſervation: Nog 1 
ficut facultates patrimonii noſtri, ita hoc opus aliis paramus, aliis 
relinguemur. This preface may be conſider'd then as his do- 
meſtic hiſtory. But he does not give the leaſt hint of 9 
ter: which ſeems difficult to be accounted for upon any other 
reaſon, than that he never had one. For if ſhe was dead, it is 


highly natural to imagine he would have deplored the loſs, of 


ber among that of the reſt of his children. If ſhe was living, 
. how.could he lament the neceſſity of leaving his patrimony to 


Aras gers? or if ſhe was unworthy of his tendernels, why does 
he not complain of that unhappineſs among his other misfor. 
i. Taps. de Mine, par e recaps, tn the 
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2 Ale is "going to be Mieried's to a perſon of le SR 
| diſtinction as Nonius Celer, whoſe ſtation requires 

a certain ſplendor of living, it will be neceſſary 
to conſider the rank of her huſband in her cloaths 
and equipage : circumſtances which tho” they do 
not augment our real dignity, yet certainly adorn. 
and grace it. But as I am ſenſible your fortune is 
not equal to the greatneſs of your mind, I claim 
to myſelf a part in your expence, and like ano- 
ther father, preſent the young lady with fifty 
chouſand ſeſterces . The ſum ſhould be larger, but 
that I am well perſuaded the ſmallneſs of the pre- 
ſent, is the only conſideration that can prevail 
, with your We rs not to refuſe i it. Ferewel. 
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Thus 5 you are engaged in W or writ- 
ing, away with your books and papers, and take 
up my divine oration, as thoſe Cyclops did the 
arms of Eneas. New tell me, could L introduce 
my ſpeech to you with an air of more aſſurance? 
But in good earneſt, I put it into your hands as 
WW | : | | | 1 5 : 5 the 
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n. 8. Pitt's Tranſ. the. ſpeech ot Volean to his: . 
clops, when he directs them to prepare arms for AE 
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the beſt of my performances 3; for it is myſelf . 
only that I pretend to rival. It was ſpoken in de- 
fence of Accia Variola; and the dignity of the 
perſon intereſted in it, the ſingularity of the . 
caſion, together with the majeſty of the tribunal, 
| conſpire to, render it extremely remarkable. Fi- 
gure to yourſelf a lady ennobled not only by her 


birth, but her marriage to a perſon of Prætorian 5 


rank, diſinherited by her father, and ſuing for her 


patrimony in the centumviral court, within eleven 


days after this old man, ſeized with a fit of love 
When he was fourſcore years of age, had brought 

home a mother · in- law to his daughter. Imagine 
the ſolemnity of a court of juſtice, compoſed of 

one hundred and eighty Judges, (for that is the 
number of which. it conſiſts) friends innumerable 
attending on both parties ; the benches tel 
thronged, and a deep circle of people encompal- . 
ſing the judges, at the ſame time that dune Ver 
preſſed round the tribunal ; even the very galle- 
ries lined with men and women, hanging over 
with the greateſt earneſtneſs, (who though they 
might ſee tolerably well, it was ſcarce 'poſſible 
fon them to hear a word ;) repreſent to yourſelf, 
Wi ee dangers, and mothers-in-law, 2 
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> Sidonius Apelliniris "oy that Pliny as more ; honor | 
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5 1 dents ieren themſelves in the event: of 
: this important trial. The ſentiments of the judges 
were divided, two of the courts being for us; 
and two againſt us. It is e eee 
judgr, and pleaded on che frogs: cre . 
the ſame time, ſhould happen to receive ſo 
different a deciſion, that one would almoſt: i ima; 
gine it was more than accident. However, in 
the final event, the mother-in-law, who claimed 
under the will a ſixth part of the inheritance, Joſt 
her cauſe. Suberinus was alſo excluded his pre- 
tenſions; Who tho“ he was diſinherited by his 
„ pt without daring to vindicate his own pa- 
ttrimony, had yet the ſingular aſſurance to demand 
Wan ef ee J have been nen, en | 
giving you a detail of the ei Which 
attended this cauſe, nor only tha my letter might 5 
5 inform you of what you could not learn by my 
ir ſpeech; but alſo (for 1 Te the'ar- 
— "rifice) in order to your reading it with mote plea- 7 
iure, by being thus introduced, as it were} ins 
tte audience. And extenſive 4s this pleading is. 
1.40 not deſpait of its recommending itſelf to you, 
as much as if ne "The. . 
, abupdance of matter. hy eee mm in which i 
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woman whom Accia's ac "ans W his old age: 
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together with the variety of the ſtile, 


will always give it an air of novelty. [IB Y will even 
venture to ſay to you (what 1 durſt not to nh 
one elſe) that a ſpirit of great ſire and ſublimity 
breaks out in many parts of it, at the ſame time 
5 chat 1 mn re, ene 155 mb 


obliged to ee dry com eee with 24 
orator almoſt to the accountant; ſo that you will 


dete ſolemnity of the centumviral tribunal, to that 


4 my indignation; my reſentment, and my com- 
paſſion, and in ſteering thro' this illuſtrious cauſe; 


vas governed by turns with every varying 2 vof 

the paſſions. In a word, my particular friends 
look. upon this ſpeech (and I will venture totes 1 
peat it again) as my beſt performance, eſteeming 
it the * Cte/ipbon; of my orations: whether, with 
reaſon or not, you will eaſily judge, who have 


them all ſo perfectly in your memory, as to be 


able while you are reading this to compare it with” 
my former, en the ere oof e to 
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a combat of gladiators to dur good friends 


hoc citizens of Verona'*, not 'dhly'as they bare 


zuiſhed vou with their peculiar 


alſo you received that amiable object of your moſt 
tender affection, your late excellent wife. And 


ſince you owed ſome monument or public ſhew 5 
to her memory, what other ſpectacle could ou 
have exhibited more proper to the occaſion? 
Beſides, you wete ſo unanĩmouſly Preſſed to do 


ſo, that to have refuſed, would have had the ap- 
pearance rather of obſtinacy than reſolution. The 
readineſs with which you granted this requeſt, 

and the * magnificent manner in which you per- 


formed | it. 1s 2 8 to or! pans * bon a 1 
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2 1 the tertitoriet of the din of Venice. 


d It was an opinion which unhappily revailed in 9 antient 


Pagan world, that the ghoſts of the deceaſed were cant 


propitious by humaa blood. This abſuxg, notion gave riſe to 


at firſt were only 
exhibited at funeral obſequies, and none but criminals. were 


appointed to thoſe mortal encounters. But in proceſs of time 


they became part of the public entertainments, and perſons 


were trained up on purpoſe for theſe inhuman ſhews. 


© The ampitheatre in which theſe ſhews were exhibited, i is 
Kill to be ſeen in Verona, whoſe inſide is the moſt entire of 
any now in being. It is computed: to have room to contain 


upwards of three and twenty thouſand wee rode to fit com- 
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